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duction to their fashion shows. 


discuss weather, sports, 


runways. 


America, Inc., 
Claire, Inc., among others, 





Suit and Cloak Showmanship 


Fashion creators in New York are currently adding a bit of pro- 
Background music through Muzak 
units feed 11 dress houses in the garment district. 
has run a line into his factory to speed up production. 

Dress makers claim they have always had to contend with fashion 
oglers who gather in knots to tell stories, 
and general palaver, 
parading. Figure that piped-in music will intrude enough upon the 
conversations to make it tough and naturally force attention to the 


Creators already taking the service are International Dress, Joseph 
Halpert & Co., Kalmann & Morris, Bonray Dance Frocks, Young 
Herbert & Cooper, 


One designer 


renew old friendships, 
while models are 


Night Club Frocks and Lee 








Bway Legit Biz Shows Early Spurt; 
‘Hellzapoppin’ Tests Cut-Rate Balcony 


Jump in theatre interest this early 
in the season is unmistakably shown 
in the increase of agency ticket sales 
on Broadway late last week. Fact 
that there is a supposedly fixed limit 
on prices charged by brokers i. not 
the factor in improved attendance, 
&ccording to the ticket men. There 
was activity in cut-rate sales also, 
that field having dropped off in the 
past séveral seasons, but now due to 
assume importance again. 

An experiment in cut rates was 
tried with ‘Helizapoppin,’ at the 46th 
Street. Instead of using the mezza- 
nine for papéring purposes to assure 
attendance, 350 tickets were alloted 
to Leblang’s, agency selling all of 
them. The paid balcony, even though 
at bargain rates, is credited with 
helpirig a favorable audience reac- 
tion and the word went around about 
the many laughs in the revue. Satur- 
day evening, the show’s third night, 
150 mezzanine tickets were given the 
cut-rate spot and were sold in 20 
minutes, 

Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson, who 
top the cast of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ are 
named as the presenters of the show 
and own around 50%, it is under- 
stood. Lee Shubert and Harry Kauf- 
man are also interested, although not 
mentioned in the billing. On open- 
ing night, Jack Cohn, of Columbia 
Pictures, offered to buy in, but h’'s 





‘Disney Revue’ 





Deal has been set for the produc- 
tion of a ‘Disney Revue’ taking in 
all characters created by Walt Dis- 
ney, at the N. Y. World’s Fair next 
year. Would be staged in a theatre 
which will be a highlight of Ch.:- 
dren's World. 

Children’s World concession, situ- 
ated at almost the entrance to the 
midway, will include toyland dis- 
plays besides the Disney enterprise. 


KAUFMAN-HART 
CAVALCADE'S 
DOUBLES 





Particular effort is being made by 
George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart 
to keep secret the names of players 
portraying famous theatrical figures 





proffer was said to have been de- 
clined, 


The out-of-town buyers are flood- | 


ing the town, and nitery and theatre 
biz is booming. 

‘There was an almost complete 
hiatus on mercantile buying this 
summer, so they're all piling in now 
in abnormal proportions. 


Cohan May Give In 


George M. Cohan may forget 
about his first and last Hollywood 
experience (Paramount) and _ sign 
for a Metro filmization of his ca- 
reer, built around most of the old 
Cohan songs. Jack Curtis, agenting 
the deal, is staying on in the east 
until Al Lichtman arrives. 

_ Cohan had crached, ‘De you think 
I'm a sucker!’, when the idea of 


working in the film was 
broached. 








first 
i 


in their forthcoming play, ‘The Fab- 
ulous Invalid.’ Understood the ac- 
tors won’t even get program billing 
luntil after opening night. Idea is to 
| hypo speculation among first-night- 
iers. All members of the cast have 
|been cautioned by Kaufman not to 
| discuss the show. 

Among those set to play noted 
| stars of former days are Charles 
‘King as George M. Cohan, Marion 
| Edwards as Maude Adams playing 
\*‘Peter Pan,’ Amy Revere as Irene 
|Castle, William Dorbin as Dudley 
| Digges, Joy Hathaway as Helen | 
Hayes, Bobbie Arnst as Edith Day | 
|playing the title part in ‘Irene’ and | 
|singing ‘Alice Blue Gown’; Philip | 
| Truex, son of Ernest Truex, playing | 
his father, and Kay Duncan as Libby | 
Holman. Miss. Duncan, incidentally, 
understudied Miss Holman during 
last spring’s tryout tour of ‘You 
Never Know.’ Sally Ward who did | 


} 


Sam Bernard’s roles on tour will | 
(Continued on page 19) 





HILLBILLIES 8.0, 
TILL QUTGAaTa 


Station Manager Points Out 
Unfair Attitude Toward 
Hillbilly Entertainers, the 
Most Reliable Results- 
Getters in the Business— 
Nobody Loves ’Em 











DECLASSE 


By AL. S. FOSTER 


General Manager, Station WEW 
St. Louis, Sept. 27. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I am writing to ask you what’s go- 
ing to happen to the Hillbilly? 
VARIETY usually knows all, sees all, 
and has an answer for everything. 

The position of the Hillbillies in 
the radio industry is most peculiar. 
It was the Hillbillies mail, in the old 
days, that convinced hard-headed 
merchandisers and advertisers that 
people really listened to radio. It is 
the Hillbilly any station manager can 
throw in on a hard spot any time 
and get results, and yet the poor 
Hillbilly is the social outcast in the 
radio industry and in most station 
manager’s minds... Why is this? 

Hillbilly music must be all right. 
Your grandmother and my grand- 
mother, assuming that they were all 
Americans, sang it to your father 
and my father. She, in turn, heard 
it from her mother and possibly her 
grandmother, I haven’t looked back 
any further, chronologically, than 
that. But those who have made a 
study of Hillbilly music tell me that 
it is real American music, popular 
since English-speaking people have 
been in America—that it is the out- 
standing American folk music. 

I know from experience with vari- 
ous radio stations that, with Major 


(Continued on page 34) 


CAL-NEVA PLAN 
TO RIVAL SUN 
VALLEY, IDA. 


Reno, Sept. 27. 








Creation of an all-year playground | 


that will rival Sun Valley, Idaho, in 


the winter and outdistance it in the | 
contemplated by | 


summer, is 
George Whittell, millionaire Califor- 
nia sportsman, and associates for the 
Nevada side of Lake Tahoe. Right 
now, pressure is being exerted on 
motion picture stars and Hollywood 
executives to take a hand in the 
venture and provide the spring- 
board. 

A year or so ago Whittell bought 

(Continued on page 19) 


STEPCHILDREN 














War Scare Palaver 


Has Show Biz 


Checking Up on Itself All Over 





Rewrite—20 Yrs. Later 


Paris, Sept. 27. 

Irving Berlin and his party 
have gone back to London, 

Berlin says if a war breaks 
out they will only have to 
change the name of the kaiser to 
Hitler and the old songs will be 
as good as new. 


LAS D.A., FITTS, 
THROWS ONE 
AT WINCHELL 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 


Buron Fitts, district attorney, 
heard himself described as ‘doing a 
Justice Crater’ while dining at the 
home of Mendel Silberberg, Colum- 
bia executive, Sunday night (25) 
and immediately notified John Swal- 
low of NBC that unless Walter Win- 
chell made a proper and satisfactory 
retraction over the air next Sunday 
night he would file a slander action. 

Besides Fitts, who heard it over 
the radio, were Harry Cohn, Ben 
Kahane, Sam Briskin, Sol Lesser, 
Ida Koverman and nine Superior 
and Municipal Court judges, all din- 
ner guests. 

When Fitts heard the flash that 
he was reported to have boarded a 
ship for unknown destination Sat- 
urday he burned plenty. Immedi- 
ately he got in touch with NBC and 
lecal newspapers, all of which 
printed his intentions in the matter. 























Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

The European situation has the 
picture producers plenty worried. 
If the crisis comes to a head the stu- 
dios see a loss of 30-40% of world 
revenues, which is the difference be- 
tween profit and loss on heavy 
budget films. 

Long distance phones between the 
two coasts have been kept buzzing 
during the past few days, with con- 
versations along line of further re- 
trenchment and waste elimination. 
Producers have been advised that 
in view of the critical situation, they 
must be prepared to cut costs to the 
bone and watch overheads closely. 

Nearly all majors have $1,000,000 
pictures readying for production and, 
unless the foreign picture becomes 
too critical, schedules will not be al- 
tered. 

The situation as it affects French 
and English nationals in Hollywood 
is conjectural. Understood that 
around 100 Britishers in pictures 
here have been instructed by Lon- 
don to hold themselves in readiness 
for call home. Studios fe¢iaifman 
quate replacements can be Tes that 
case of immediate withdrawa to the 

U.S. companies currently are 
ing around 100 pictures to —_ 
quota requirements in England ~ || 

(Continued on page 63) 


JED HARRIS’ BIX PIC 
WITH BURG. MEREDITH 


Burgess Meredith leaves today 
(Wednesday) for the Coast to do the 
lead in ‘Spring Dance’ on a one- 
picture commitment for Metro. As 
soon as that is completed he will re- 
turn to New York to play the lead 
in a screen adaptation of ‘Young 
Man With a Horn,’ which Jed Harris 
will produce. Clifford Odets is also 
mentioned in the deal, which will be 








Fitts said the only time he boarded | with American Pictures Corp, 


a boat recenty was to raid a gam- | 


bling ship and that this flash of Win- 
chell’s has done him irrevocable in- 
jury. 


Script for ‘Horn’ is being written 
by John O’Hara from Dorothy 
Baker’s saga of Bix Biederbecke, 

(Continued on page 8) 














Fox, Detroit, 





‘The Hour of Charm?’ 
Phil Spitalny 


and his 


All Girl Orchestra 
on tour 


Lyric, Indianapolis, Week Oct. 14 
Riverside, Milwaukee, Week Oct. 21 


Week Oct. 7 
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ELL, we’ve covered about 25,000 

miles during the past few months. 
It was great getting around the country 
and seeing our friends; I only wish we’d 
had time to visit more places. But we're 
back in New York now and here are 
our plans. We open at the New York 
Paramount on September 28th for our 
third engagement within a year. (They 
tell me we're the first orchestra to do 
this.) Starting the second week in October, 
we'll be playing at the Hotel New Yorker, 
(thanks to Rockwell-O’Keefe, who ar- 
ranged the booking). We'll continue our 
exclusive contract for Victor records. 
And every Wednesday night, as usual, 
at 8:30 we go on the NBC Red Net- 
work tor. Raleigh and KQDL Cigarettes, 
going into our third year in November 
on this BBDO-produced program. So, 
we'll be seeing you. 
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RADIO'S STEPCHILDREN 


+ 





duction to their fashion shows. 


discuss weather, sports, 


runways. 


America, Inc., 
Claire, Inc., among others, 





Suit and Cloak Showmanship 


Fashion creators in New York are currently adding a bit of pro- 
Background music through Muzak 
units feed 11 dress houses in the garment district. 
has run a line into his factory to speed up production, 

Dress makers claim they have always had to contend with fashion 
oglers who gather in knots to tell stories, 
and general palaver, 
parading. Figure that piped-in music will intrude enough upon the 
conversations to make it tough and naturally force attention to the 


Creators already taking the service are International Dress, Joseph 
Halpert & Co., Kalmann & Morris, 
Herbert & Cooper, 


One designer 
renew old friendships, 


while models are 


Bonray Dance Frocks, Young 
Night Club Frocks and Lee 








Bway Legit Biz Shows Early Spurt; 
‘Hellzapoppin Tests Cut-Rate Balcony 


Jump in theatre interest this early 
in the season is unmistakably shown 
in the increase of agency ticket sales 
on Broadway late last week. Fact 
that there is a supposedly fixed limit 
on prices charged by brokers i. not 
the factor in improved attendance, 
according to the ticket men. There 
was activity in cut-rate sales also, 
that field having dropped off in the 
past several seasons, but now due to 
assume importance again. 

An experiment in cut rates was 
tried with ‘Hellzapoppin,’ at the 46th 
Street. Instead of using the mezza- 
nine for papeéring purposes to assure 
attendance, 350 tickets were alloted 
to Leblang’s, agency selling all of 
them. The paid balcony, even though 
at bargain rates, is credited with 
helping a favorable audience reac- 
tior. and the word went around about 
the many laughs in the revue. Satur- 
day evening, the show’s third night, 
150 mezzanine tickets were given the 
cut-rate spot and were sold in 20 
minutes. 

Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson, who 
top the cast of ‘Hellzapoppin,’ are 
named as the presenters of the show 
and own around 50%, it is under- 
stood. Lee Shubert and Harry Kauf- 
man are also interested, although not 
mentioned in the billing. On open- 
ing night, Jack Cohn, of Columbia 
Pictures, offered to buy in, but h’s 
proffer was said to have been de- 
clined, 

The out-of-town buyers are flood- | 
ing the town, and nitery and theatre | 
biz is booming. 

There was an almost complete 
hiatus on mercantile buying this 


summer, so they’re all piling in now | 


in abnormal proportions. 


Cohan May Give In 


George M. Cohan may forget 
about his first and last Hollywood | 
experience (Paramount) and_ sign 
for a Metro filmization of his ca- 
reer, built around most of the old 
Cohan songs. 
the deal, 
until Al Lichtman arrives. 

Cohan had cracled, ‘De you think 








m™ a sucker!’, when the idea of 
working in the film was first * 
broached. i 





‘Disney Revue’ 





Deal has been set for the produc- 
tion of a ‘Disney Revue’ taking in 
all characters created by Walt Dis- 
ney, at the N. Y. World’s Fair next 
year. Would be staged in a theatre 
which will be a highlight of Ch.-- 
dren’s World. 

Children’s World concession, situ- 
ated at almost the entrance to the 
midway, will include toyland dis- 
plays besides the Disney enterprise. 


KAUFMAN -HART 
CAVALCADES 
DOUBLES 


Particular effort is being made by 
George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart 
to keep secret the names of players 
portraying famous theatrical figures 











Jack Curtis, agenting 
is staying on in the east 


in their forthcoming play, “The Fab- 
ulous Invalid.’ Understood the ac- 
tors won’t even get program billing 
|until after opening night. Idea is to 
|hypo speculation among first-night- 
ers. All members of the cast have 
lbeen cautioned by Kaufman not to 
| discuss the show. 

Among those set to play noted 
stars of former days are Charles 
'King as George M. Cohan, Marion 


|Edwards as Maude Adams playing 





|‘Peter Pan,’ Amy Revere as Irene 
Castle, William Dorbin as Dudley 
'Digges, Joy Hathaway as Helen 
Hayes, Bobbie Arnct as Edith Day | summer. 


HILLBILLIES 8.0. 
STILL OUTCAST 


ee 


Station Manager Points Out 
Unfair Attitude Toward 
Hillbilly Entertainers, the 
Most Reliable Results- 


Getters in the Business— 
Nobody Loves ’Em 


DECLASSE 


By AL, S. FOSTER 


General Manager, Station WEW 


St. Louis, Sept. 27. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I am writing to ask you what’s go- 
ing to happen to the Hillbilly? 
VARIETY usually knows all, sees all, 
and has an answer for everything. 

The position of the Hillbillies in 
the radio industry is most peculiar. 
It was the Hillbillies mail, in the old 
days, that convinced hard-headed 
merchandisers and advertisers that 
people really listened to radio. It is 
the Hillbilly any station manager can 
throw in on a hard spot any time 
and get results, and yet the poor 
Hillbilly is the social outcast in the 
radio industry and in most station 
manager’s minds. Why is this? 

Hillbilly music must be all right. 
Your grandmother and my grand- 
mother, assuming that they were all 
Americans, sang it to your father 
and my father. She, in turn, heard 
it from her mother and possibly her 
grandmother, I haven’t looked back 
any further, chronologically, than 
that. But those who have made a 
study of Hillbilly music tell me that 
it is real American music, popular 
since English-speaking people have 
been in America—that it is the out- 
standing American folk music. 

I know from experience with vari- 
ous radio stations that, with Major 


(Continued on page 34) 





TO RIVAL SUN 
VALLEY, IDA. 


Reno, Sept. 27. 





Creation of an all-year playground 
that will rival Sun Valley, Idaho, in 
| the winter and outdistance it in the 
is contemplated by 





CAL-NEVA PLAN 





War Scare Palaver Has Show Biz 
Checking Up on Itself All Over 





Rewrite—20 Yrs. Later 





Paris, Sept. 27. 

Irving Berlin and his party 
have gone back to London, 

Berlin says if a war breaks 
out they will only have to 
change the name of the kaiser to 
Hitler and the old songs will be 
as good as new. 


LA'S D.A., FITTS, 
THROWS ONE 
AT WINCHELL 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Buron Fitts, district attorney, 
heard himself described as ‘doing a 
Justice Crater’ while dining at the 
home of Mendel Silberberg, Colum- 
bia executive, Sunday night (25) 
and immediately notified John Swal- 
low of NBC that unless Walter Win- 
chell made a proper and satisfactory 
retraction over the air next Sunday 
night he would file a slander action. 


Besides Fitts, who heard it over 
the radio, were Harry Cohn, Ben 
Kahane, Sam Briskin, Sol Lesser, 
Ida Koverman and nine Superior 
and Municipal Court judges, all din- 
ner guests. 

When Fitts heard the flash that 
he was reported to have boarded a 
ship for unknown destination Sat- 
urday he burned plenty. Immedi- 
ately he got in touch with NBC and 
local newspapers, all of which 
printed his intentions in the matter. 
Fitts said the only time he boarded 
a boat recenty was to raid a gam- 
bling ship and that this flash of Win- 
chell’s has done him irrevoczble in- 
jury. 























Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

The European situation has the 
picture producers plenty worried. 
If the crisis comes to a head the stu- 
dios see a loss of 30-40% of world 
revenues, which is the difference be- 
tween profit and loss on heavy 
budget films. 

Long distance phones between the 
two coasts have been kept buzzing 
during the past few days, with con- 
versations along line of further re- 
trenchment and waste elimination. 
Producers have been advised that 
in view of the critical situation, they 
must be prepared to cut costs to the 
bone and watch overheads closely. 

Nearly all majors have $1,000,000 
pictures readying for production and, 
unless the foreign picture becomes 
too critical, schedules will not be al- 
tered. 

The situation as it affects French 
and English nationals in Hollywood 
is conjectural. Understood that 
around 100 Britishers in pictures 
here have been instructed by Lon- 
don to hold themselves in readiness 
for call home. Studios fer’ ~*~ 
quate replacements can be n 
case of immediate withdraws 

U. S. companies currently are 
ing around 100 pictures to 
quota requirements in England 

(Continued on page 63) 


JED HARRIS’ BIX PIC 
WITH BURG. MEREDITH 


Burgess Meredith leaves today 
(Wednesday) for the Coast to do the 
lead in ‘Spring Dance’ on a one- 
picture commitment for Metro. As 
soon as that is completed he will re- 
turn to New York to play the lead 
in a screen adaptation of ‘Young 
Man: With a Horn,’ which Jed Harris 
will produce. Clifford Odets is also 
mentioned in the deal, which will be 
with American Pictures Corp. 

Script for ‘Horn’ is being written 
by John O’Hara from Dorothy 
Baker’s saga of Bix Biederbecke, 

(Continued on page 8) 
































playing the title part in ‘Irene’ and | George Whittell, millionaire Califor- | 


‘singing ‘Alice Blue Gown’; 
| Truex, son of Ernest Truex, playing | 
his father, and Kay Duncan as Libby 
Holman. Miss Duncan, incidentally, 
|understudied Miss Holman during 
last spring’s tryout tour of ‘You 
Never Know.’ 
Sam Bernard’s roles on tour will per- 
(Continued on page 19) 


Sally Ward who did | 


| 


Philip | nia sportsman, and associates for the 


Nevada side of Lake Tahoe. Right 
now pressure is being exerted on 
motion picture stars and Hollywood 
executives to take a hand in the 
venture and provide the spring- 
board. 


A year or so ago Whittel!l bought | 


(Continued on page 19) 








‘The Hour of Charm’ 
Phil Spitalny 


All Girl Orchestra 
on tour 


Fox, Detroit, Week Oct. 7 
Lyric, Indianapolis, Week Oct. 14 
Riverside, Milwaukee, Week Oct. 21 
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Wall Sireat Approves of Family 


Cycle of Films Because of Budgets 


Trend towards family series of 
features is reacting favorably in 
Wall Street, which views this de- 
velopment in the industry, accentu- 
ated in recent months, as a whole- 
hearted desire on the part of pro- 
ducers to market conservatively 
budgeted films, With constantly de- 
veloping audience appeal. 


‘It has finally dawned on the pic- 
ture industry that it is not necessary 
to produce a million-dollar picture 
in order to turn out money-makers,’ 
one downtowner observed. 

While these series pictures ob- 
viously can expect little or no re- 
turn from bulk of foreign market, 
thus far they have proved money- 
makers in the domestic fieid alone. 
Film financiers estimate that even 
moderate boxoffice returns mean a 
profit for most of these releases. 





7 





PAR HOLDING OFF ON 
NEW STUDIO LAYOUT 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
stays in its present 
studio for at least another year. Deal 
to take over property near the 20th- 
Fox plant was nixed for the time 
being by president Barney Balaban. 
Company decided to wait six or 
eight months to see the trend of 
business conditions before laying out 


the millions required in the con- 
struction of a new studio. 





Paramount 





Administration 





Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Metro is going i: for bread-and- 
butter films in a big way in the hope 
of catching up with 20th-Fox, now 
the leader in the group division. In 
addition to the Hardy Family series, 
its lone entry to date, the Culver 
City outfit is readying to launck six 
more groups within six months. 

New groups will be super-bread- 


and-butters approaching the $1,000,- | 


000-budget class. Among them will 
be a series built around ‘The Thin 
Man, with Dashiell Hammett con- 
tinuing to write yarns around the 
character he originated. 

Series on ‘Young Dr. Kildare’ will 
be the first to get the gun, with Lew 
Ayres and Lionel Barrymore fea- 
tured. Next is a series based on 
‘Fast Company, made last spring 
with Melvyn Douglas and Florence 
Rice featured. 

These will be fortified by four new 
groups based on adventure-mystery 
yarns, all in the upper brackets and 
featuring name players. 

‘Out West With the Hardys,’ fifth 
of the Hardy family series, went into 
production at Metro with George B. 
Seitz directing. 

Cast is the same: Mickey Rooney, 
Lewis Stone, Fay Holden, Cecilia 


Parker, Ann Rutherford and Ralph | 


Morgan. 

‘The Headleys at Home,’ first of a 
new family series to be produced by 
Standard Pictures, gets the gun at 
Grand National tomorrow (Wed.) 
with Charles Beute directing. 

Another series, ‘20,000,000 Wit- 
nesses,’ based on a string of magazine 
stories, goes into production Oct. 10. 

Jack Oakie, after being let go by 

™-"scause of his demands for 

ner picture, has effected a 

al, and three more ‘Annabel’ 

-s, with Lucille Ball, will be 

‘Affairs of Annabel’ was the 

and ‘Annabel Takes a Tour’ 

as just been completed. RKO has 

two more ‘Saint’ pix slated to go, 

Louis Hayward starting ‘The Saint 

Strikes Twice, and ‘The Saint in 
London’ follows. 


HOWARD BROS.-‘HOTEL’ 
CLICK IN AUCKLAND BOW 


Auckland, N. Z., Sept. 15. 

Willie and Eugene Howard, in 
‘Hollywood Hotel,’ stage revue, got 
off to a fine start at the St. James 
for the Fullers. 

Legit season in Sydney starts late 
this month at the Royal through an 
arrangement with Williamson-Tait. 
Melbourne run is timed to take ad- 
vantage of the racing season in No- 
vember. 


Pic Title Suit Threat 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Jack Welsh, former legit producer, 
served notice on Warners against the 
use of the title, ‘Words and Music,’ 
for the proposed Dick Powell starrer. 

Welsh claims he produced a musi- 
cal show by that name in New York. 
in association with Raymond Hitch- 
cock and E. Ray Goetz in 1916. 

















Farrow Off WB 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
John Farrow is leaving Warners 


after completing direction of “Wo- | 


men in the Wind.’ 


He will finish a book, ‘History of | 
the Popes,’ befors aligning with an- | 


other siudio. 


— Curious About 


All Trade Assns. 





| 
| 
Washington, Sept. 27. 

| Study of trade associations starte 
| this week as a sideline to the New 
Deal investigation into industrial 
; monopolies and need for more com- 
| petition in business. Questionnaires 
| went to 2,300 groups, including sev- 
|eral organizations in the film busi- 
| ness. 

| Not linked with the Justice De- 
| partment's pending prosecutions for 
| violation of the anti-trust laws, the 
| study being carried on by the Com- 
i}merce Department is a fact-finding 
| affair which will show the Congres- 
| sional Departmental committee what 
|the function of trade association is. 
| Complaints have been made that the 
groups are often more concerned 
|about minimizing rivalry and insur- 
|ing profits than they are with pro- 
| tection of consumers and promoting 
the public interest, 


Blanks, which were framed follow- 
ing discussion with numerous busi- 
| ness executives, cover historical mat- 
| ters, type of organization, financial 
activities, practices and policies. 

Much of the data regarding the 
Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors of America, Inc., already 
is in the Government’s possession, 
having been gathered during the old 
NRA days and brought up to date by 
the several Justice Department 
studies which led to the injunction 
proceeding against the major com- 
panies, but Federal records do not 
contain comparable information 
about other smaller bodies in the 
film industry. 


Santley Off ‘Samson’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 


H. Bruce Humberstone replaced 
Joseph Santley yesterday (Mon.) as 
director of ‘Samson and the Ladies’ 
after it had been in production for 
a week at 20th-Fox. Charles Clark 
relieved Edward Cronjager at the 
camera. 

Santley and the studio are dicker- 
ing on a settlement of his contract. 











McCARTHY LINGERS WEST 
Hollywood, Sept. 27. 


Fox pub-ad head, who was scheduled 
tc go east last Sunday (25), is stay- 
ing here until tomorrow (Wednes- 
day) to view a couple of forth- 
coming pictures. 

Studio plans to give them a heavy 
campaign. : 


GOLDEN NOTES 





Goldwyn Paying Heifetz 50G for Six 
Numbers 





Hollywood, Sept. 27. 


Jascha Heifetz and a 77-piece or- 
chestra went before the cameras at 
United Artists to shoot advance foot- 
age for Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The 
Reckless Age.’ Violinist gets $50,000 
for playing four numbers with the 
orchestra and two with piano accom- 
paniment. 

Footage will be stored until the 
rest of the cast goes to work late in 
December, 


ZANUCK PANS 
H'WOOD PINKS 








| 
Charles McCarthy, 20th Century- | Robert Donat (Nieuw Amesterdam).| 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Darryl] Zanuck denounced Holly- 
| wood's handful of ‘pink shirts’ and 
| pledged himself and his brother ex- 
|ecutives to support the American Le- 
| gion’s war against ‘isms.’ 

Of the 30,000 or 40,000 engaged in 
| the picture industry, he declared, the 
| vast majority are for American prin- 
iciples, while a few agitators and 
| posers give the industry a bad name. 
| He added: 
| ‘When they get out the pink shirt 

now and then, they promptly get 
'splattered over the nation’s front 
| pages, and Hollywood is branded 
Communistic. These people no more 
| represent this industry than does one 
drop of water represent a lake.’ 

One-reeler covering the welcome 
of 50,000 American Legion guests on 
the Warner lot will be presented to 
the veteran organization as a sou- 
venir. Following favorable editorial 
comment on Harry M. Warner’s 
speech on ‘isms,’ the studio is mak- 
ing up 150,000 reprints for distribu- 
tion to papers and_ exhibitors 
throughout the country. 


McCarthy Gets Bergen 
Into Who’s Who; 22 
From Pictures Listed 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 


Film colony crashed the 1938 edi- 
tion of ‘Who’s Who with 22 new 
names, including Charlie McCarthy’s 
boy friend, Edgar Bergen. Charlie, 
himself, was ignored. 

Other new entrants are Fred As- 
taire, Jack Benny, Bob Burns, Frank 
Capra, Madeleine Carroll, Alan 
Dinehart, W. C. Fields, Werner 
Janssen, Carole Lombard, Frances 
Marion, Paul Muni, Frederick Perry, 
Ginger Rogers, Leo G. Rosten, Win- 
field Sheehan, Sylvia Sidney, Ber- 
nard Sobel, Jim Tully, Frances Lang- 
ford, Loretta Young, Walter Wanger 
and Darryl Zanuck. 


SAILINGS 


Sept. 28 (London to New York) 
Reg Connelly, Claire Luce, Henry 
Oscar, William Levy, Mr. and Mrs. 
Douglas Fairbanks (Queen Mary). 

Sept. 28 (Vancouver to Sydney), 
William and Joe Mandell, Jack 
Cavanaugh, Aland and Anise, Peter 
Ray, Jack Gregory Co., Barbara 
Baline, Gray and Kathleen (Ac- 
rangi). 

Sept. 28 (New York to London), 
James Whale, J. Cheever Cowdin, 
Fernand Gravet, Lili Damita, Jack 
L. Warner, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. 
Loew, Louis Chatain, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fausta Magnani (Normandie). 

Sept. 27 ‘(New York to London), 














Sept. 24 (West Indies Cruise), 
Frank Reilly, Gertrude M. Klingel 
(Columbus). 

Sept. 22 (New York to London), 
| Erich von Stroheim, F. W. Allport, 
|Al Trahan, Mme. Elizabeth Schu- 
‘mann, Jack Powell (Ile de France). 





Other News of Interest to Films 





Defaulting on British quota...... 
Jolson east for pair.......:...... 








Radio reviews of E. G. Robinson-Claire Trevor, Eddy Duchin, 


Al Jolson show, Lanny Ross, Crumit-Sanderson, Jack 
Benny-C. B. DeMille, Bert Liytell. ... 666... s edie ce ess Pages 30-31 
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Straight-Place-and-Show Business 





WURTZEL’S SIESTA; 
PIX IN THE NEWS 


Holly wood, Sept. 27. 

With 13 of his 28 pictures com- 
pleted for the 20th-Fox 1938-39 
schedule, Sol M. Wurtzel is so far 
ahead of his work that he is going to 
Mexico for a_ vacation. Month's 
siesta begins Oct. 10. 

Development of new story ideas is 
the function of a new department 
formed by Wurtzel, with Louis Moore 
at the head, assisted by Lester Zif- 
fren, Walter Morosco, John Rein- 
hardt and Harry Fried. Group will 
keep a close watch on national and 
international news events. which 
might be picture material. 


British Exhibs 











Counter-War On | 


| 


Telecasting Pix 





—————— 


London, Sept. 16. 

Exhibs are setting up their own | 
corps of vigilantes to war on British 
Broadcasting Corp.’s television de- 
partment. General Council of Cine- | 
matograph Exhibitors Ass’n decided | 
to establish special sub-committee 
which will watch every move of | 
visio, and report back every month | 
on any developments and implica- | 
tions. | 

Move is sequel to BBC's efforts to | 
telecast films over the air. Four have | 
already been ethered, and a fifth is | 
due to follow soon. C.E.A. view is 
that trade should ‘jointly oppose 
radio-films, and will urge Kinemato- 
graph Renters Society (distribs) to 
cooperate. Latter body has a volun- 
tary understanding among its mem- 
bers not to release pix to BBC, and, 
anyway, it is hardly likely any dis- 
trib would take a few pounds as fee 
from BBC if he thought there was 
still some box-office juice to be 
squeezed from it. 

BBC meanwhile has goten around 
trade opposish by using either very 
old reissues or Continental pictures 
which have only specialized market 
value here. Exhibs, however, fear its 
appetite may grow, and if some own- 
ers like the broadcasts they will ask 
for modern pix. 


| 





THAT WOMAN AGAIN 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
‘There’s That Woman Again,” se- 
quel to “‘There’s Always a Woman,’ 
gets the gun tomorrow (Wed) at 
Columbia, with Virginia Bruce and 
Melvyn Douglas in the top roles. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Jack Bernard. 
Herman Bernstein. 
Frank Capra. 
Douglas Corrigan. 
Xavier Cugat. 
Hugh Daniel. 
Henry Daniell. 
Roy Disney. 
Minnie Dupree. 
John Emerson. 
Lynn Farnol. 
Jimmie Franklin. 
Ben Goetz. 
E. W. Hammons. 
W. J. Heineman. 
Morris Helprin. 
Henry Henigson. 
A. W. Kohler. 
Lou Holtz. 
Hal Horne. 
Allen Jenkins. 
George Kelly. 
Alexander Korda. 
Ben Larson. 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Lichtman. 
Charles E. McCarthy. 
A. H. McCausland. 
Dr. Herbert Meyer. 
J. J. Milstein. 
Themas Mitchell. 
Frank Parker. 
Louise Platt. 
George Raft. 
Albertina Rasch. 
B. W. Richards. 
Hal Roach. 
Ann Rosenthal. 
Sabu. 
Soyros Skouras. 
Nate Spingold. 
Dwight Taylor. 
George E. Trainer. 
ws Whale. 
am Wood. 








By Bill Halligan 


In the good old days, actors went 
to the races on holidays and Satur. 
days to bet on a horse now and then 
and to say hello to a lot of people 
they never met anywhere else. Very 
few show people were regular pa- 
trons. However, owners and jock. 
eys liked to drop around to the 
stars’ dressing-room after the per. 
formance and maybe stop in at Rec. 
tor’s for a late snack. Dave Mont- 
gomery, Fred Stone’s old partner, 
was a great pal of Danny Maher, 
a great jockey in the early part of 
the century who went to England to 
ride for the Prince of Wales. Out- 
side of Tod Sloan, Maher was the 
most successful American rider to 
ever invade the United Kingdom. 

Robert Hilliard, a great star in 


| his day, liked to go to Belmont Park 


once in a while dressed like they do 
in France at the Grand Prix—gray 
topper and all. The most consistent 
attender was Vincent Serrano, 
whose last appearance on the stage 


was in ‘Rio Rita.’ His first hit was 
in Augustus Thomas’ ‘Arizona.’ 
Vinee played ‘Tony, the Mexican.’ 


After that he played nearly every 
part in the play, finally supplanting 
John Barrymore as Lieut. Denton, 
the hero of the piece. 

Sam Bernard knew all the book- 
makers but wouldn't bet on a horse 
unless he was an ‘odds on favor- 
ite.. Sam Harris and his right-hand 
man, Jack Welch, were regulars, 


| Sam had a stable of his own. So 


did George 
producer. 
Alexander Pantages dabbled a bit 
around California and had all of his 
horses named after members of his 
family. That’s where Hollywood 
probably got the idea. Today the 
picture stars and the producers are 
heavily interested financially in most 


Choos, the vaudeville 


of the tracks in California. Hal 
Roach is the president of Santa 
Anita. Bing Crosby, also a_ big 


stockholder, owns a track of his own 
at Del Mar, where Pat O’Brien is 
one of his partners. David Butler, 
the picture director, has a fine 
stable. Bulwark, one of his horses, 
won a couple of races only recently 
at Aqueduct. Lou Anger, the old 
Dutch comic, used to control Agua 
Caliente, and Jack Warner is the 
boss of the new Hollywood track out 
near the Metro studio. Raoul Walsh 
has his own breeding farm and 
Dave Selznick and his father-in-law, 
Louis B. Mayer, also have their rac- 
ing colors. Al Jolson and George 
White are old hands at the racket. 
As a matter of fact, White got the 
money for his first ‘Scandals’ by 
beating the New York bookies out 
of a chunk. He went sour later, 
however, and at one time Arnold 
Rothstein owned quite a bit of one 
of the ‘Scandals.’ 

All the Hollywood stars are in- 
vesting in horses. Pat O’Brien says, 
‘If you can’t get your name on a 
marquee, get it on a racetrack pro- 
gram.’ 





Look Mag Eyes Shorts 
Field for Photo Clips 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Publishers of Look mag are ready- 
ing to enter the film shorts field. 
One of the editors, Bob Hansen, is in 
town looking over the briefie busi- 
ness. Plan is to use Look’s best photo 
features for build-up into one-reelers. 

It’s a Paramount releasing tie-up. 





ARRIVALS 


Elizabeth Rethberg, Rinaldo Zam- 
boni, Constantino Yon, Herbert 
Jacoby, Werner Bateman, Lilian 
Gish, Vladimir Golschmann, Irene 
Wicker, Edwin L. James, Alister 
Cooke, Serge Koussevitsky, Edward 
N. Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Ray Noble, 
Mrs. Gilbert Miller, Sherman K. 
Ellis, Mr. and Mrs. Harry C. Ad- 
ler, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Lippmann, 
Claus Mann, Harriet Henry, Leopold 
Sachse, Diana Barrymore, Benia- 
mino Gigli, Ezio Pinza, Salvatore 
Baccaloni, Malfada Favero, Ales- 
sandro Ziliani, Rosalind Russell, Rio 
Bros., Gaston Palmer, Jean Florian. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Brian Aherne. 
Pat Casey. 

Walter Donaldson. 
Matty Fox. 

John Goldwyn. 
Jed Harris. 
Leland Hayward. 
Lee Marcus. 
James McCallion. 
Burgess Meredith. 
Jack Robbins. 
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U.S. URGES CONSENT DECREE 


IMP TIENT N FW (MPTOA Convensh to Take Showdown 
DEALERS’ STANCE Stand on Its Self-Regulation Plan 





~ SILENCE NOT GOLDEN 


In a business whose very life depends upon consistent and informative 
publicity, it is an anomaly that major film companies, placed in the un- 
pleasant position as defendants of three major anti-trust actions, one of 
them a Government prosecution, continue a policy of inarticulation at the 
moment when industry good will is so important to the outcome of the 
suits. 





The usual legalistic advice to clients in trouble is to tell them to keep 
their mouths shut until they reach the witness stand. Silence is the time- 
worn policy, probably on the theory that a few misplaced statements 
might further embarrass the defendants. Everyone looks wise and says 
nothing. 

There are extenuating circumstances in the situation which the major 
companies are facing and which demand an airing of the issues, not to the 
public, but to the trade itself. It should be borne in mind that any serious 
disturbance of the industry’s trade practice structure is not a matter of 
sole concern to the major companies, but equally vital to the interests of 
the smallest, independent theatre operator, however remotely situated. 





Film business has evolved an intricate and delicately balanced machin- 
ery of distribution and exhibition, in the course of which the cooperation 
of every account is necessary to the successful functioning of the system. 


There is nothing illegal in the ownership of a theatre, or a circuit, by a| 
producer-distributor, but the competitive practices which have developed | 


in some territories have crystallized the necessity for a clarification of 
trade rules for the protection of the independent theatre man. 





No major producer-distributor, or group, possesses sufficient affiliated 
theatre outlets for a profitable return on its own output. The independent 
theatre is an essential unit in the film commercial scheme. 





It is more than likely if the Department of Justice had deferred its suit, 
there would be discussions in progress at the present moment towards a 
settlement of some basic trade problems for the benefit of the independent 
theatre operator. Plans for such a conference were being made at the 
time when the Government suit was filed. Industry self-regulation of its 
own affairs was deferred because of the suit. There is no indication that 
self-regulation can be attempted while the major companies are defending 
themselves against conspiracy and restraint of trade charges. 





It cannot be denied by the major companies that their present predica- 
ment is due chiefly to their own stalling and procrastinating of the self- 
regulation program. Whether the adoption of vigorous and helpful 
measures at any time within the past three years would have forestalled 
the present Government suit is pure conjecture. This much is certain, 
however. The majors would have the benefit of a better record as part 
of their present defence. They would have vitiated a considerable amount 
of independent theatre opposition. 

The Government suit is a wet blanket over the film industry. With 
some picking up of general business this fall, particularly in manufactur- 
ing centers, exhibitors were encouraged to contemplate improving their 
theatre properties and extending their interests. Ample sums of capital 
are available for this purpose. What is lacking is confidence; the Gov- 
ernment’s suit has projected uncertainty in the exhibition field. 





Denied the advantages of fostering the self-regulation idea, major com- 
panies notwithstanding could do much of a constructive nature by clearly 
reciting—to the trade—their individual policies, both in film licensing and 
theatre competition. The independent theatre operator should be encour- 
aged to expand his enterprises along conservative lines, which many are 
quite willing to do, if they have the assurance of continued cooperation 
from distributors. Silence and a knowing wink are insufficient guarantees. 





In a live, throbbing and active industry, a protracted period of inertia, 
brought about by lawsuits and inevitable appeals, results in widespread 
uncertainty. There is nothing in the prevailing relations between films 
and the public to justify any fears of further downward trend in at- 
tendance. 





But exhibition, unapprised of the consequences of the suits, is adamant 
to progress. Failure to remove the existing dubious impressions may be 
more costly to the majors in the long run than a bad verdict. 


AE WEST HAY i 
DISTRIB VIA UA 














Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Dolly Haas, who was skedded for 
the femme lead in Ernst Lubitsch’s 
‘Shop Around the Corner,’ is out and 
Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Capitalized at $5,000,000, Mae West 

Empire Pictures, Inc., was approved 
in Sacramento with the directors 
listed as Miss West, Louis Lurie, 
Ralph Pincus and James Timony. 
With a bankroll furnished by Lurie 
and two other San Francisco capital- | 
ists, the new company starts pro-| 
duction on the first of four pictures | 
early in December for release in| 
1939, 
‘Catharine the Great,’ starring 
Miss West, is the first on the pro- 
gram. It is written by herself. She 
will star in one more and supervise 
the production of the other two. 


Dicker is on for United Artists re- 
lease, ; 








Spingold, Capra East 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Nate Spingold and Frank Capra 
trained east today (Tuesday). 
Last minute conferences with 
Harry Cohn at Columbia prevented | 


y= Scheduled departure last Satur- 








the producer is attempting to get 
Janet Gaynor for the part. Vien- 
nese actress was at Columbia for a 
year, at $1,250 a week without mak- 
ing a picture. 

Lubitsch moved into Selznick-In- 
ternational studio yesterday (Mon.) 
to start preparations for ‘Corner,’ 
first production of his new unit in 
association with Myron Selznick. 

Henry Henigson is en route to New 
York to arrange for a releasing out- 
let. 


—_—_—— 





Switch Pix on Henie 





Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Sonja Henie’s next picture is ‘Love 
Interest’ instead of ‘Castles in Nor- 
way,’ as originally planned. Cv-vitch 
was announced after a huddle  -e- 
tween the skater and Darryl Zanuck 
at 20th-Fox. Shooting starts early 
in January. 

Miss Henie opens her skating tour 
in Dallas the first week in Novem- 
ber and travels east and north. “or 
about six weeks. 





Col. Bill Donovan and Film 
Execs Slated to Start Pre- 
liminary Huddles_ with 
Asst. U. S. Attorney, Prof. 
Thurman Arnold, in 


Washington This Week 








CRIMINAL SUITS? 


Washington, Sept. 27. 

Negotiations between the film in- 
dustry and the Federal Government, 
over stipulations which would lead 
to a consent decree in the New York 
anti-trust proceeding, get under way 
this week, with the Justice Depart- 
ment nearing the end of its patience. 

Whether the majors escape a crim- 
inal suit, such as the New Dealers 
brought against the oil industry, 
hinges largely on the attitude of the 
film contingent at the conference 
with Prof. Thurman Arnold, as- 
sistant attorney general, and the 
other Justice Department barristers. 
Talk occurs Wednesday (tomorrow), 
with Col. William H. Donovan, com- 
manding the legal battalion, and 
leading executives of the harassed 
companies. 

Threat of criminal indictments lies 
behind the Justice Department will- 
ingness to talk with the industry 
crew. So the confab may turn out 
to be one of the most important— 
possibly fateful—meetings between 
the industry and the Government. 
While realizing the scope of the in- 
junction petition places a_ terrific 





| U Cuts Losses 4506 





+ 





Universal reduced its losses in the 
13 weeks ending July 30 by approxi- 
mately $450,000 as compared with a 
year ago. 

Company reported net loss for 
quarter this year at $184,963 as 
against loss of $627,930 in corre- 
sponding 13-week period of preced- 
ing fiscal year. 


GN Pictures, Inc., 
Chartered in N. Y.; 


Hammons in East 








Albany, Sept. 27. 
Grand National Pictures, Inc., has 
been chartered here, capital stock 
$5,450,000, the largest figure for any 
theatrical company incorporated at 


the Secretary of State’s office, Al- 
bany, in some time. The organization 
tax and filing fee totaled $2,765, also 
one of the biggest recently noted at 
the Capitol. Stock structure consists 
of 45,000 shares of preferred, at $10 
par value, and 5,000,000 common at 
$1 par value. 

Directors, none of whom is listed 
as a shareholder, comprise E. W. 
Hammons and Jack H. Skirball, 1501 





burden on the companies, the Justice 
| Department people are nearing the| 


end of their patience and a belliger- | ‘ 
|ent, you-can’t-do-that-to-me attitude stock, are: 


| on the part of the major executives 
and lawyers may be the thing which 
will provoke a parade of witnesses 
before a grand jury. 
In a Spot 

The film industry is considered— 
particularly by lawyers and Govern- 
ment people who know what went on 
backstage in the oil case—to be in an 
extremely hot spot. When the pre- 
liminary investigation of trade prac- 
tices of leading petroleum producers 
and distributors provided enough 
ammunition, the Justice Department 
offered the involved companies a 
similar chance to play ball and set- 
tle everything with a consent decree 
in a civil proceeding. Instead, the 
oil people, taking a high-and-mighty 
position and expecting the New 
Dealers to be awed by their size and 
financial importance, blustered and 
thundered. As a result they found 
themselves on the receiving end of 
an indictment which not only led to 
convictions and fines but cost them 
immense sums for legal talent, in lost 
time, and prestige. The same fate 
may confront the film moguls, if they 
infuriate the crusading New Dealers. 

While Prof. Arnold talks softly and 

(Continued on page 61) 


HAYS HUDDLES 
CORDELL HULL 


Washington, Sept. 27. 
Will H. Hays slipped into Wash- 
ington today (Tues.), ostensibly 
without the local MPPDA office 
knowing anything about it, to see 








cerning unspecified industry matters. 
H: saw Secretary Hull but five min- 


utes, leaving the .mpression the visit 
could not have been momentous. 
Though Hays indicated locally that 


try matters, and aot to discuss the 
war scare from his in ustry’s angle, 





the Italian situation. He left for | 


New York at 2 p. m. 


| Fifth avenue, New York City. Sub- 


Secretary of State Cordel! Hull con- 


Broadway, and John R. Munn, 500 





scribers, each owning one share of 
Charles A. Brooks, 21| 
Linden street, Great Neck; Robert J. | 
Reed, 137 E. 66th street, New York, | 
'and Graham Whitelaw, 6 Maryland 
road, Maplewood, N. J. 

Snider, Duke & Landis, 26 Liberty 
street, New York City, filing attor- 
neys. 





GN Program Set 

Earle W. Hammons arrived in New 
York Monday (26) after amalga- 
mating the Grand National and Edu- 
cational companies and paying out 
$150,000 to appease oid GN creditors, 
Next step is to raise operating capi- 
tal. 

Meanwhile Edward L. Alperson 
has called two conventions of the 
companies’ dor.estic exchanges, first 
in Chicago and second in New York, 
Pictures on the production schedule, 
including 44 features, 18 westerns 
and 44 shorts, will be announced at 
the Chicago meeting next Saturday 
(Oct. 1). 


SHEEHAN PRODUCING 
‘FLORIAN’ AT METRO 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Winfield Sheehan’s ‘Florian,’ 
signalizing his return to picture pro- 
duction, gets under way at Metro 
about Oct. 10. 

Metro players will be used in the 
important roles, which include a 
romantic team, a comic and a horse. | 


| 
3 N. Y. Lesits Go RKO | 
oltre 


* Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
| Three young players from the New | 
| York stage have been signed by) 
| RKO for ‘The Pure in Mind,’ which | 
| P. J. Wolfson produces. 
| They are James McCalliom, Wal- | 
| ter Ward and Charles Powers. Wolf- 
|; son scouted players while east re- 
| cently. 




















| 
| 


he came down to see Hull on indus- Lichtman Heads to N. Y. | 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. | 
Al Lichtman trained out today (27) 


it is believed his chief concern was | for several weeks in New York. 


Missus 


accompanied the Metro 
exec. 


Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America at its annual meeting in 
Oklahoma City Oct. 30 faces a show- 
down on the organization’s 10-point 
program of trade reforms. Already 
members of the association are lining 
up sides to force some sort of a de- 
cision. 

With a membership of around 
6,000 theatres and exhibitors, the 
question of what shall be done about 
voluntary trade reform undoubiedly 


will come _ before the _ sessions. 
MPTOA has been attemptins io put 
its voluntary reform protram °*r0Ss 
for over two years and industry 


opinion is that the associalion must 
go on record in some way regarding 
this vital movement which it inau- 
gurated. 

It now appears that the MPTOA 
will face three choices: (1) Continue 
the fight to adopt the 10-point pro- 
gram by again trying to interest film 
executives; (2) abandon the whole 
thing and let the industry go ahead 
operating as it is; or (3) go to Con- 
gress and lay all grievances before 
that body. 

If the Jast-named course is fol- 
lowed, it might produce the spec- 
tacle of MPTOA lined up with Al- 
lied in trying to force through legis- 
lation which both associations might 
consider necessary for reforming the 
picture business. Although trying 
for over two years, not a single 
point of the 10-point prosram ever 
was uniformly agreed on and placed 
in effect by all eight major com- 
panies, 

It is possible that if the MPTOA 
goes to Congress, Allied would con- 
centrate its cfforts on seeking thea- 
tre divorcement legislation. Would 
concentrate on agriculture states be- 
cause these are purportedly firmly 
opposed to chain operations of all 
types. After knocking off these 
states, one after another, Allied prob- 
ably wuld extend its scope to other 
states where larger industrial cities 
are located. 





Conv. Extended One Day 
Oklahome City, Sept. 27. 
General Convention Chairman 
Morris Loewenstein announces that 
one more day has been added to the 
(Continued on page 61) 
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PAR IN N. E. AND JOE SEIDER ON LONG 
ISLAND HARDEST HIT BY HURRICANE 


aera ” 





Eastern Cloudburst Denting Both Theatre Outfits | its stage, Loew's Poli was able to 
Up to $200,000 Each—Heavy Damage in New 
England to Other Theatre Operators 





Damage to theatres caused by the, 
eastern-New England hurricane will | 
run high based on checkup so far} 
obtainable, this not excluding the 
loss of playing time, never to be re- 
covered, but some circuits and in- 


dividual operators got off luckily, 
whether cevered by insurance or not. 
Many were not covered by any kind 
of insurance that was valuable in 
this case while some of the operators 
were covered mostly, but not com- 
pletely. 

Of the major chains affected, Para- 
mount bears the brunt of the damage 
inflicited by the big blow and flood- 
ing, while among the independents, 
Joseph M. Seider and associates in 
the Prudential circuit on Long 
Island, are by far the heaviest suf- 
ferers. 

Y. Frank Freeman, vice president 
of Paramount, estimates that the 
damage to Par theatres and those 
of its partners will run from $150,- 
000 to $200,000. Seider, whose cir- 
cuit of around 35 theatres blankets 
most of Long Island, fears his loss 
finally may add to $200,000, also. No 
other operators came within miles 
of taking such a licking by the 
storm. 

Whereas RKO was forced to close 
only one house, Warner Bros. only 
four and Loew’s but three, a total of 
as many as 30 Par directly-owned 
or affiliated theatres were shuttered. 
In many cases lack of power, a state 
of martial law or flooded basements 
auditoriums forced closings 
rather than physical damages from 
the storm. A few houses are still 
shut down, including in Providence 


which could affect a theatre, and 
since it did not cost much, according 
to Anderson, Par took it in connec- 
tion with its fire insurance. Ander- 
son himself was caught in the storm 
near Westerly, R. I., but escaped any 
injury or damage. He was trying to 
get into Westerly by car when 
stymied. 
Par Most Affected 


Par operates in all the New Eng- 
land states but Connecticut, and was 
affected in all, including Rhode Is- 
land, the Goldstein Bros. chain, Mul- 
lin & Pinanski group and the Maine 
& New Hampshire Theatres Co. 
Though no theatres were severely 
damaged in Boston, Par’s Fenway 
there and the Oriental were reported 
most hurt. Both RKO ahd Loew’s 
escaped but for very minor items. 
Reported there that the roof of the 
Ritz hotel was blown off. Ritz roof 
was to have closed Oct. 1, anyway. 
so it’s not being rebuilt in any great 
hurry. A vaudeville show had to be 


some other spots aitractions had to 
be diverted or set back. 


For both RKO and Loew’s, though 
theatre damage was comparatively 
slight, interruption of operations in 
Greater New York Wednesday night 
(21) affected both materially as lights 
in theatres on A.C. current failed. At 
the Fordham (RKO), Sol Schwartz, 
manager, was putting on an amateur 
show when things started going 
black. Partly with a view to avoid- 
ing panic, with show ready to go on, 
he had the exit doors thrown open 
and hired taxis quickly to drive up 
so that their headlights could be 
thrown into the theatre. As a result, 





where Ed Fay (indie) was hardest 


hit, New London, Springfield, Paw-| 


tucket, Norwich and some _ lesser 
towns, but generally operations are 
being rapidly restored, it is reported. 


Cemplete Destroyal 


The greatest loss to any single the- 
atre was the complete destroyal of 
Seider’s Greenport (L. I.) house, 
loss being estimated on that alone as 
from $65,000 to $75,000. Seider had 
no insurance covering hurricanes 
and in addition to Greenport, he was 
struck hard in Easthampton, South- 
ampton, Center Moriches, West- 
hampton and Patchogue. The stage 
of his theatre in Easthampton was 
completely blown away.  Seider 
states he will rebuild immediately in 
Greenport, with John Eberson al- 
ready retained to draw plans on a 
new 800-seater. The A. H. Schwartz 
circuit and other operators on Long 
Island who are not out so far on the 
island, suffered only slight damages. 
At the Schwartz (Century Theatres) 
Office it was said that the circuit had 
to close seven theatres the night of 
the hurricane but were able to re- 
open all within 24 hours. The RKO 
house at Far Rockaway, seemingly a 
very vulnerable point, was not af- 
fected. RKO also escaped in Boston 
and Lowell but was considerably 
damaged and forced to shutter in 
Providence. However, the Albee 
there was reopened within 48 hours. 


No theatre operators or employees 
were known to have been killed or 
seriously injured by the storm and 
flooding, but in Montpelier, Vt., a 
falling tree and chimney injured two 
Paramount patrons. *Seider was 
fortunate in that his management at 
Greenport, L. I., was able to get 
everyone out of the theatre there 
without injury before it fell apart. 


Few Injuries 


Par is covered by insurance for the 
two patrons hurt in Montpelier. The 
company is also covered on every- 
thing else but flood damage, which 
it is believed was silght. In the 
opinion of Henry Anderson, in 
charge of the insurance department 
in Paramount, it is a tribute to the 
theatres of the area affected, as well 
as management, that personal injury 
te employees and patrons was nil. 
Because of superior contsurction, 
there being slight structural dam- 
age, theatres were proved to be 
much safer than homes and many 
other buildings, he avers. 


Recently the insurance companies 
offered supplemental coverage taking 
in a lot of miscellaneous items, in- 
cluding damage from _ windstorms. 
This embraced a variety of causes 


'two due to lack of power. 


here. Three Loew houses forced to 
| shutter in New England were Provi- 
| dence, Hartford and Springfield, last 
RKO suf- 
fered slight damage in both New 
| Haven and Bridgeport. Warners also 
suffered in New Haven, Hartford and 
Norwich, Conn. 
Flooded Basements Mestly 

Much of the damage resulting to 
Par, RKO, WB, Loew’s and indies, 
aside from flooded basements and 
auditoriums or lack of power, was in 
broken skylights, windows, damaged 
marquees, box offices, store fronts, 
lobby material, signs and the like. 


On top of the physical damages in- 
flicted, the loss to shuttered theatres, 
Par again suffering much heavier 
than others, was in loss of playdates 
and the estimated gross that would 
have been done under normal condi- 
tions were houses open. In many 
cases it was difficult to effect film de- 
livery to houses remaining open or 
those reopening, but in no instance 
did film exchanges feel anything but 
slightest injury. Exchange points in 
the path of the storm, outside of New 
York city, were New Haven and Bos- 
ton. Storm didn’t reach to Portland, 
another branch point. 





Hartford's Spot 
Hartford, Sept. 27. 

The State, situated in the lowland 
east side of this city, was forced to 
shutter Wednesday (21) when ris- 
ing waters from rapidly rising Con- 
necticut River inundated the dress- 
ing rooms and theatre, rising to a 
height of 38 inches over the top of 
the stage. Three thousand of the 
4,200 seats in the house were re- 
moved to the lobby before the wa- 
ters could reach them. The Chick 
Webb orch., playing at the house for 
the week, was sent back to New 
York. A three-day date for Anton 
Scibilia’s ‘Hawaiian Nights,’ skedded 
for the first three days of th®s week, 
was cancelled. 


The theatre will reopen Wednes- 
day (28) with a special midnight 
show for the relief of flood sufferers 
of the eastside and open for busi- 
ness Thursday (29) with Paul White- 
man. Damage to the house was 
slight. 

Power failure in the city Friday 
(23) shuttered the New Palace, the 
Allyn and E. M. Loew’s theatres for 
the day. They were able to reopen 
Friday through the use of emer- 
gency circuits. With waters from 
the Park River, in the center of the 
city, lapping within a few inches of 





cancelled in New Haven, while in| 


only a few refunds were necessary | 


remain open through the continued 
use of pumps. Power failure failed 
to close the house due to its ability 
| to immediately connect to an emer- 
| gency electric circuit. 
| ——— 


Providence Hit Hard 


| Providence, Sept. 27. 
| Damage by flood waters to Provi- 
| dence’s first-run houses, which are 
| all situated in the most seriously 
istricken area, has been unofficially 
lset at more than $100,000. 


The recently redecorated Fay’s 
theatre and adjoining Strand were 
the most seriously hit. Others in the 
stricken area were the RKO Albee, 
the Carlton, Loew's State and the 
Majestic. The second-run Empire 
suffered damage to the extent of 
$20,000. 

Lack of electric power is all that 
is keeping the Majestic and Albee 
from reopening. Four hundred new 
seats are being installed at Loew’s 
State. Danger of fire has kept au- 
thorities from resuming electric 
power in the downtown section. 


Negotiations are being made by Ed 
Reed of the Strand to take over the 
Metropolitan, a house on the other 
side flood area, until necessary re- 
pairs are made to the Strand. 


Little disorder was faced at the 
| height of the storm when the man- 
agements of the various houses noti- 
fied patrons of the danger. Several 
of the houses allowed the stranded 
theatregoers to remain in the houses 
all night. All theatres in the stricken 
area have been dark since Wecdnes- 
day (21) at 5:15 p.m., when the power 
was shut off. Present reports indi- 
cate that service may be resumed by 
Wednesday (28). Full reports con- 
cerning extent of damage are still 
unavailable. 








Freddie Storm-Tossed 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Storm on the Atlantic coast caused 
| a rearrangement of Freddie Barthol- 
| omew's p.a. tour. Under the new 
jschedule he opens at Loew’s State, 
N. Y., Oct. 13, instead of Providence. 

Other dates are: Earle, Philadel- 
phia, Oct. 21; Stanley, Pittsburgh, 
Oct. 28, and Providence, Nov. 4. 

Fears for the safety of James Cag- 
ney, whose farm on Martha’s Vine- 
yard was in the path of last week’s 
hurricane, were set at rest over the 
weekend when he was reported un- 
harmed. His farm was damaged, 
however. Communications with the 
island were impossible during the 
storm. 





Hoblitzelle Back 


Karl Hoblitzelle returned Monday 
night (26) frem Europe and will con- 
fer with Y. Frank Freeman and other 
Paramount h.o. execs before shoving 
off for Dallas. Bob O’Donnell, his 
associate, and John Moroney, Inter- 
state counsel, came up to meet Hob- 
litzelle, 

Also on for h.o. confabs is Abe 
Blank, midwest Par partner, and 
his g.m., Ralph Branton. Latter ar- 
rived yesterday (Tues.), Blank com- 
ing on ahead of him. 

George Walsh, upstate N. Y. oper- 
ator for Par, checked in Monday (26) 
on one of his frequent trips to head- 
quarters, 














Wednesday, September 28, 1938 








Radio Casting Bureau 


Sells Juve to Cinema 


CBS’ Artists Bureau has _ set 
Charles Powers, radio and legit juve, 
with RKO Pictures for a part in the 
latter’s forthcoming ‘The Fure in 
Mind’ which rolls Oct. 15. 

In addition to radio work Powers 
has had parts in stage productions 
of ‘Dodsworth,’ ‘Tell Me Pretty 
Maiden,’ ‘Bright Honor,’ and ‘Little 
Ol ‘Boy.’ He leaves for the Coast 
next week. 


AUG. 109, TAXES 
3D SMALLEST | 
THIS YEAR 





Washington, Sept. 27. 

Summer slump sent U. S. Treas- 
ury’s grab from 10% admissions tax 
down nearly $200,000 in August and 
put year’s collections to date back 
nearly to 1936 levels. Take was the 
third smallest this year and below 
any month of 1937. 

Reflecting further decline in July 
box office receipts, the Federal slice 
of the amusement outlay was only 
$1,425,062. This was $174,180 under 
the figure for the corresponding 
month of 1937 and $193,751 smaller 
than payments on June admissions. 
Fifth month-to-month drop during 
1938, while the dip in comparison 
with 1937 was the second sharpest. 

Eight-month total was $12,390,634, 
which is $461,708 below the 1937 
figure but still $1,200,738 better than 
the 1936 pace. 





Newsreels Kept On 


The Jump Covering 
The Flood Regions 


Hurricane and high water near 
New York kept the five newsreel 
companies operating at top speed last 
week, story growing after about 4 
p.m., Wednesday (21), until by late 
Thursday newsreel editors realized 
that it was a national disaster. Nearly 
all reels specialed the story before 
the week was over as photographic 
stories poured in from Long Island 
and New England ‘states while death 
and damage toll grew. 

Because newsreels turn out their 
midweek issue on Wednesday, few 
were prepared for such a sweeping 
story right at their doorsteps. Par- 
amount gambled on the hurricane 
storm warnings and left space in 
regular issue so that storm footage 
could be added, not realizing at the 
time (Wednesday afternoon) of ter- 
rific story that was about to break. 

All reels had camera crews grab- 
bing sights in and about New York 
Wednesday as the rain continued and 
wind velocity increased. By Thurs- 
day they were out in airplanes grab- 
bing footage of damage on Long Is- 
land and up the New England coast, 
arriving over New London in time to 
obtain aerial pictures of big blaze 
there while it still was smouldering. 

Universal’s cameraman was on the 
job Wednesday night at New London 
securing night views of same confla- 
gration. ‘March of Time’ crews 
grabbed comprehensive views from 
land of damage at Westhampton, 
where virtually all reels secured 
their best footage from the air. 

Different reels rushed hurricane- 
flood footage out by air express. 








Nathanson of Canada Wants to Make 
Korda (UA) Give Him ‘Drums’ for Can. 





London, Sept. 27. 

N. L. Nathanson is so hot after 
‘Drums,’ Alexander Korda’s latest 
film, that he is willing to go to court 
to attain control of that film in Can- 
ada. The picture man served a writ 
on London Films (Korda) on Friday 
(23) to get the film. It all hinges 
on whether Nathanson can make 
good his claim that, since the picture 
was started in September, 1937, it 
belongs. to him under an original 
five-year deal with London Films, 
for Canada, which expired in Oc- 
tober, 1937. Under that deal it was 
expressly said that Nathanson was to 
get all of the LF (Korda) output 








which was ‘made’ during the lifetime 
of the contract. 

Whether Nathanson can impress the 
court that the word ‘made’ means 
also anything that might have been 
completed after the expiration date 
of the contract seems highly improb- 
able. However, Nathanson, head of 
Famous Players-Canadian, has been 
feuding with UA for some time, and 
in addition to business reasons, he 
is looking for personal satisfaction in 
this present fuss, 

Under George J. Schaefer, United 
Artists has done better for itself 
in Canada by selling away from 
Nathanson, which hasn't pleased him 





one bit. 


——_ 


Comparatively 


Small Losses To 
Fire Is. Showfolk 


The showpeople’s summer play- 
ground at Ocean Beac', Fire Island, 
suffered comparatively small damage 
against the other villages on Fire 
Island, N. Y., during the hurricane 
and tidal wave of last week. 

The house on Ocean Beach Walk 
(on the ocean front) in which the 
late George Gershwin, his brother, 
Ira, and Moss Hart lived in a few 
summers ago was entirely demol- 
ished. So was the house that Ar- 
thur Kober had that season. A lit- 
tle further down the ocean front 
the home of Herman Shumlin wasn't 
damaged at all. 


Gene Fowler’s home at Sea View 
had a few panes of giass broken. 

Joe Laurie, Jr.’s place, which is 
only a few doors from the Gersh- 
win home, had some shingles biown 
off the roof, part of the foundation 
carried away and part of the back 
porch broken up. Fanny Brice’s 
house on the Bay Front suffered no 
damage at all. 


Eye-witnesses claim that a_ ter- 
rific tidal wave swept the dunes 
away in a few spots and caused 
more damage than the hurricane 
did. In all, there were only five 
houses entirely demolished and a 
dozen more suffered  reparable 
damages. 


Saltaire, a Village a few miles 
from Ocean Beach (Roxy had a 
home here some years ago) was al- 
most entirely wiped out. Fair Har- 
bor, State Park (Rotary Club's 
Camp Cheerful for Crippled Kids 
was located here), Lonleyville, and 
Kismet Park were also wiped out. 

The Great South Bay had many 
houses, telegraph poles and huge 
logs drifting on it which made res- 
cue work by boats very dangerous. 

Loss of life totaled six persons, 
but none at Ocean Beach. 

The city fathers at Ocean Beach 
are already building new dunes 
under the supervision of an army 
engineer. It is not believed that 
Salt Air, Kismet Park, Lonleyville, 
Fair Harbor and State Park will be 
rebuilt. 

Ocean Beach was first pegged as 
a spot for actors and writers by 
Gene Fowler, Joe Laurie, Jr., Fanny 
Brice and Tom McMorrow, Sateve- 
post author. Lately, radio artists 
and writers have spent their sum- 
mers there, mostly renters. Fowler, 
Laurie and Tom McMorrow are the 
only home-owners of the profes- 
sional gang. 

Fanny’ Brice, Beatrice Lillie, 
Jimmy Durante, Georgie Jessel, Lil- 
lian Hellman, Arthur Kober, Jay 
Brennan, Roger Davis, Lou Holtz, 
Billy Rose, Herman Shumlin, Moss 
Hart, late George and Ira Gershwin, 
Dixie Hamilton, Clark and Bergman, 
Lou Handman and Florrie LaVere, 
Milton Cross, Frances Langford, 
Willard Keefe, George Gould, play- 
wright; Mr. and Mrs. Gabrilson, ra- 
dio writers and actors; Tifi Pastor- 
field, Theatre Guild; Vic Guiness, 
N. Y. Mirror art director; Jerry 
Doyle, cartoonist; George Fayko, Jr., 
illustrator; Billy Dunham, Gracie 
O'Malley, Valaska Suratt, Helen 
Dumas, radio; Jed Harris, Tom Mec- 
Namara, Archie and Jerry Gottler, 
and Charlie O’Connor have been 
tenants on Fire Island, off and on. 
Also E. C. Mills of ASCAP. 

The Island has been under semi- 
martial law, by state troopers, 
deputy marshals and coast guards. 

There was a little looting the first 
few days, but it has been stopped. 


Farrell Tops Again 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Charles Farrell, former star mak- 
ing a comeback, gets the male lead 
opposite Alice Faye in ‘Tailspin’ at 
20th-Fox. 
Farrell once co-starred on the same 
lot with Janet Gaynor. 











Destry’s Playback 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

James Stewart stars in ‘Destry 
Rides Again,’ to be produced by Joe 
Pasternak at Universal with a top 
budget. Story by Max Brand was 
used as a Tom Mix starrer several 
years ago. 

Assignment of Stewart is part of 
a triple loanout deal with Metro, in- 
volving Robert Montgomery and 
Robert Young. 
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Recovery i in Picture Grosses 


Held ‘Gratifying’ Though Biz Is 
Averaging 5-7% Behind Last Yr. 


While not as appreciable as main- 
tained in some quarters, the recov- 
ery in grosses since August has been 
far more gratifying than business 
rehabilitation in many other indus- 
tries, in spite of figures that show 
boxoffice receipts are averaging 
from 5-7% behind last year at the 
same time. This does not stack up 
as an alarming decline, however, 
since August and September in 1937 
were averaging high prior to the 
sharp slide which set in around Oct. 
1 and brought gross levels away 
down for the rest of the year and 
most of 1938. 

From Oct. 1 last year until around 
July 15 this summer, the levels were 
dangerously low but, with the ar- 
rival of August and several good 
b.o. pictures, a strong uptrend, aside 
from the usual seasonal upswing, 
was noted. One of the larger major 
circuits actually had one day in Au- 
gust on which the whole chain 
grossed more than the identical same 
day (a weekday) did in 1937, 

While some territories are better 
than others, and business on certain 
days will match or come close to 
that shown for the same days in ’37, 
the trend is not so steady which, 
with the ups and downs, brings the 
average to from 5-7% below last 
year for August and September. Al- 
though optimism more generally 
prevails than pessimism in viewing 
the boxoffice situation, and releases 
hit a good average in August and 
this month, those scheduled for Oc- 
tober are judged by operators, buy- 
ers, etc., as somewhat thin. The 
month of November looks much bet- 
ter as to pictures on paper but there 
is no certainty at this time that all 
film now scheduled for availability 
will be released during November. 

The Greater Movie campaign, 
though criticized by operators in 
certain connections, is felt to be 
helping to some extent now not fig- 
urable. Though a_ good picture 
needs no ‘movie quiz’ buildup, it is 
believed some of the lesser product 
is being benefitted in spite of most 
operating opinion that nothing can 
save a really bad picture, as proved 
too often in the past. Some theatre 
men feel that some of the ‘Greater 
Movie’ advertising has not been so 
good and, also, that more should 
have been spent on the air and in 
other ways than in dailies ‘since ex- 
hibitors all have to use the latter 
anyway for their shows. 

The gross averages for the whole 
country are held down most seri- 
ously by the Chicago, midwest, 
northwestern and Michigan terri- 
tories. New England has recovered 
somewhat during the past year but 
Suffers a temporary setback as re- 
sult of the hurricane last week. 





Par OK in N.W. 
Minneapolis, Sept. 27. 

For the first time in 1938 business 
in Paramount circuit theatres in this 
territory is running ahead of the 
corresponding period a year ago, ac- 
cording to John J. Friedl, general 
manager of the chain. The upturn 
started nearly two months ago and 
has been especially marked in Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul. 

Factors entering into the situation, 
Fried] believes, are the exceptionally 
strong film product being released, 
the sudden public appetite for flesh- 
and-blood entertainment, particular- 
ly name bands; improved sentiment 
and optimism regarding the fall and 
Winter general business outlook and 
increased employment that have 
made the public more disposed to 
Spend for entertainment and the 
‘Motion Pictures’ Biggest Year’ cam- 
Paign. 


‘SCHENCK HALS 
ONG OIGNATURING 


Solution of Many Actor- 








Royal Fan 





Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Egypt’s No. 1 film fan, King 
Farouk I, gets his autographs 
by royal command. 

Answering a cable from L. 
Lober, Metro branch manager 
at Alexandria, the studio 
shipped a load of portraits, 
signed by stars, to decorate the 
palace of the Pharaohs. 











CANTOR STAYS 


WEST TO PREP 
RKO, M-G PIX 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Eddie Cantor signed to make two 
pictures within the next year, the 
first for RKO and the second for 
Metro. Deals were made by Abe 
Lastfogel, of the William Morris 
agency, representing Cantor. RKO 
picture goes into production within 
five months and Metro film starts 
within 12 months. Cantor gets a flat 
sum and percentage of gross from 
RKO; a flat sum only from Metro. 

Necessity to prepare on both pix 
kills the idea of his coming east to 
tee off his new radio program, 

Cantor is figuring on a tour of 
South Africa at the completion of his 
picture deals to raise $250,000 for 
refugee relief. Fund would be un- 
derwrtiten by 10 wealthy South 
African business men, 


Fonda, Nancy Kelly 
Suffer Minor Hurts 
On ‘Jesse’ Location 


St. Louis, Sept. 27. 


Henry Fonda and Nancy Kelly of 
the 20th Century-Fox ‘Jesse James’ 
cast were injured slightly last week 
during the filming of scenes near 
Pineville, Mo. Fonda, who plays the 
role of Jesse’s brother, Frank, ac- 
cidentally shot himself in the right 
leg when an old fashioned gat was 
accidentally discharged. Fonda, on 
horseback,’ was dashing down a 
Pineville street when the weapon 
exploded. First aid treatment was 
given for powder burns and bruises 
and he resumed work on a scene in 
which he is wounded, captured by a 
posse and tossed into the backwood’s 
hoosegow. 

Heavy Civil War clothing, consist- 
ing of a heavy dress and a flock of 
petticoats saved Miss Kelly from 
serious injury when she was thrown 














from a horse and into a barbed-wire 
fence. She was portraying James’ 


| wife when the stirrup broke, toss- 


|ing her into the fence. 





As a result of the spurt, Friedl | 


has reopened a number of theatres 
that have been dark during the past 
summer, including two local neigh- 
borhood houses, th. Granada and 
American. 

‘Keep on giving us the pictures. 
and I believe business will hold up,’ 
Says Friedl, 


The heavy 
clothing worn prevented suffering 
more than a few minor scratches 
and a severe shaking-up. 


Fonda and Miss Kelly are the sec- 
ond and third of the cast to be in- 
jured during the locale filming 


which Director Henry King said is | 


rapidly nearing completion. Several 
weeks ago Lon Chaney, Jr., was un- 
horsed and the equine, following. 
ran over him. His injuries were not 
of sufficient seriousness to delay his 
workin the picture. 


The Ozark mountain region con- | 


'tinues to be a magnet for the curi- 


ous and large crowds appear as each 
scene is rehearsed and filmed. Every 
other activity in the area is secon- 
dary while the screen players are 
going through their paces. 


Studio Problems Seen— 
Goes Into Effect Nov. 1— 
Recognizes SAG on Com- 
pensation, Overtime, Ar- 
bitration, Other Aspects 





THE EXTRAS PROBLEM 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Satisfactory solution of large pro- 
portion actor-producer problems and 
ratification of an agreement, augur- 
ing harmonious settlement of all ma- 
jor questions affecting actors and 
studios during the next eight years 
was announced Monday (26) by Jo- 
seph M. Schenck, president of the 
Producers Association. Statement by 
Schenck came at conclusion of the 
producers’ meeting, at which terms 
of a new agreement were signed by 
those attending. 


Schenck’s statement covered the 
following phases of agreement with 
the Screen Actors Guild: methods of 
compensation, hours and working 
conditions of players and extras, and 
arbitration machinery for peaceful 
settlement of all disputes, present 
and future. 


Approximately 1,200 members of 
the Senior Guild and 10,000 members 
of the Junior Guild are involved. 
Subject to necessary ratification, 
agreement becomes effective Nov. 1, 
1938. 


Frank recognition of each other’s 
problems and mutual willingness to 
make concessions for the benefit of 
all, made possible this constructive 
achievement, 





Extras 


An important part of the agree- 
ment is expressed in the determina- 
tion of the Guild and Producers to 
find a fair and early solution of the 
extras problem, Both sides realize 
the need for immediate and sympa- 
thetic investigation into all phases of 
the situation and will seek facts, in 
light of economic necessity and con- 
dition of extra players, and the in- 
dustry. 

In addition to the general arbitra- 
tion policy, agreement specifically 
provides: 

The Platform 
1, Appointment by Nov. 1 of a 
standing committee of three 
members. One member to be 
selected by the Guild, second by 

Producers, and third chosen 

jointly by the other two. This 

committee will have broad pow- 
ers and scope, and will handle all 
(Continued on page 21) 





WB’s Bond Conversions 
Apace Despite Dullness 


Warner Bros. bond conversion pro- 
gram continued to go on _ success- 
fully last week despite laggard stock 
and bond markets. Figures supplied 
by the N. Y. stock exchange showed 
that $98,000 worth of certificates of 
deposit for new liens were taken out 
by holders of the present 6% obliga- 
tions. Only $12,097,000 worth of old 
bonds remain to be converted, with 
$17,303,000 worth of new liens spoken 
| for. 

Other changes showed that Para- 
mount common shares listed now 
totalled 2,454,380. 


Nine in Gear at WB 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 











| high-budget specials for 1938-39 re- 
| lease, are lined up for a start dur- 
| ing October at Warners. 

Shooting dates are: Oct. 3, Okla- 
|homa Kid’; Oct. 4, ‘Dark Victory’; 
| Oct. 10, ‘Dodge City,’ ‘Words and 
| Music,’ second Jane Arden feature, 
and second Secret Service: Oct. 17, 
‘Hell's Kitchen’ and second Nancy 
| Drew feature; Oct. 24, ‘Juarez.’ 


PRODUCER-ACTOR ACCORD 








+ 


Nine features, several of which are | 





Guild Stands Pat Despite Plans 


To Reconcile Hwood and B’way: 
No Need for More Coin in Legit 





Morgan on Pact 





Hollywood, Sept. 27. 


Ralph Morgan, recently elected 
president of the SAG, de- 
clares that’ under the new 


agreement Guild members are 
accorded concrete and definite 
advantages heretofore denied 
them. 

Contract provides many ad- 
vantages for all types of play- 
ers, Morgan states, admitting 
concessions were made by both 
sides. 


ROCKEFELLERS 
HASTENING 
RKO REORG 


Rockefellers are on top of the 
RKO situation, and every effort is 
being made by them to coordinate 
creditor action to hasten RKO’s 
emergence from 77b, 

Floyd Odlum and David Sarnoff 
(RCA) have talked, since Sarnoff’s 
return from abroad, and presumably 
each knows where the other stands 


What progress might have been made 
regarding Odlum’s once proposed 
takeup of RCA’s equity in RKO, in 
its entirety, by the limited option 
route, is not known, 


Whether Leo Spitz stays, after 
reorganization, is entirely up to him. 
Creditors are again trying to per- 
suade him to continue. Last time, he 
agreed to stay until reorganization. 
It’s known that Spitz has a desire to 
return to his law practice in Chicago. 
He took the RKO post of president at 
the insistence of friends who had 
large investments in the firm, and 
who sought his help in righting the 
RKO situation. 

Under Spitz’s guidance, RKO is 
now definitely on the profit side, 
after writing down some extremely 
heavy obligations and liquidating 
heavy banker assignments, 


Prominent in present talk regard- 
ing RKO are such names as Ned 
Depinet, M. H. Aylesworth and A. 
H. McCausland, agent of the Irving 
Trust Co., trustee of RKO. Also 
Peter Rathvon, associate of Odlum. 
Sarnoff has had talks with certain 
of these, according to accounts, re- 
garding management and the future 
board setup of RKO, 


Understood also that Geo. J. 
Schaefer’s name has been mentioned 
in the RKO situation, and that he 
has not yet signed his new contract 
with United Artists. 


Berlin-Feldman Still 
Trying to Settle; “Alex’ 
Opens in London 30th 


London, Sept. 27. 
Nothing has been settled between 
Irving Berlin and Bert Feldman de- 
spite the fact that ‘Alexander’s 
Ragtime Band’ is due to open at the 
Regal Sept. 30. Song _ publisher 
Feldman claims 12 numbers in the 
picture and lawyers for both sides | 
are endeavoring to secure a settle- | 

ment before the London premiere. 
Understood that Berlin claims | 
Feldman’s rights were cancelled | 
years ago through nonpayment of | 
royalties on sales. Also that Feld-| 
man alleges payments were made} 





























Despite recent maneuvers to heal 
the breach between Broadway and 
Hollywood, there is little indication 
that the studios wil. soon resume the 
financing of legit production. Any 
such resumption depends on one of 
two developments: either revision of 
the Dramatists Guild minimum basic 
agreement or abandonment by the 
film companies of their stand against 
bankrolling legit under prevailing 
conditions. Neither of those changes 
seems likely to take place for some 
time. 

Granted that the picture com- 
panies would like to re-enter the 
legit-financing field and that the 
Broadway managers want them wack, 
these elements are of little conse- 
quence compared to the Dramatists 
Guild. Latter drew up the minimum 
basic agreement, forced its adoption 
by the Broadway managers over the 
protest cf Hollywood, and has shown 
every evidence of satisfaction with 
the way the agreement has worked 
out and determination to maintain it 
as it stands. 

Latest move to bring about a rec- 
onciliation between Broadway and 
the picture business was planned for 
the recent American Theatre Council 
convention at the Astor hotel, N. Y. 
Herbert Bayard Swope, as an im- 
partial arbiter with connections in 
both legit and film circles, was to 
have addressed the delegates with a 
scheme for fixing conditions to bring 
about the return of film coin to 
Broadway. However, he failed to 
appear and instead wrote a letter 
outlining his views. It was not read 
before the convention, but was re- 
ceived by the executive committee. 
No further action has come of it. 


Guild’s Stymie 


As long as the Dramatists Guild 
stands opposed to any revisions in 
the minimum basic agreement, it is 
difficult to see how conditions can be 
made acceptable for studio re-entry 
into legit financing. Guild members 
in general feel that the old agree- 
ment gave too big an edge to in- 
vestors in Broadway productions, 
They claim that under the old setup, 
studios bankrolling plays had what 
amounted to an advance option on 
the screen rights to such shows. They 
could exercise such options virtually 
on their own terms, it was claimed, 
since through their backing of the 
producer they controlled the sale be. 
sides holding a 25% edge in all bids 
against competing purchasers. Guild 
believes an investor is entitled to 
some edge in purchasing subsidiary 
rights, but not 25%. The present 
agreement gives him a 20% advan- 
tage, 

According to the dramatist view, 
studios can invest in legit under just 
as favorable terms as anyone clse. 
That is, if the show is a hit they are 
in for 50% of the producer's profit 
(that figure is taken as an average, 
since the terms naturally vary in 
different deals) and may reasonably 
expect to get back their original in- 
vestment plus a handsome profit. But 
if the show flops, the chances of re- 
covering the original investment 
through a picture sale are slim in 
any case, since few flops are bought 
by Hollywood. 

As for the studio claims of want- 
ing to use legit as a test tube for 
talent and story material, the authors 
declare nothing in the present basic 
agreement affects that one way or 
the other. Only the control of film 
buys and the percentage of the pur- 


chase price is changed, it’s po.nted 
out. 


One of the angles of the recent 
plan to bring about a reconciliation 
between legit and Hollywood was 


| the reported willingness of a film 


executive (Samuel Goldwyn’s name 
was mentioned) to invest $2,000.000 
in Broadway production, if the mini- 
mum basic agreemen: were revised. 
Guild members were inclined to 


| to Henry Waterson, Berlin's former | view that suggestion askance on the 


' partner in the publishing business. 


(Continued on page 10) 
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Hiwood Comes Through Legion Conv. 
Unscathed: Vets on Good Behavior 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 





or see what Hollywood looked like. 


Hollywood came through the | Boys just did not stir things up. 
American Legion convention with- The surething gambling joints that 
out a scar. opened to give the boys a fast clean- 


ing got nowhere. After Sunday 
night every one of them in the Holly- 
wood area was out of biz, as well as 
would ravish the town. But no such | those downtown, It was not the 
thing happened and the 200,000 at- | local police, but the Legion's own 
tendance the Legion brought here | Provost Guard that stopped perigee at 
left around $22,500,000 during their the start. The local police had gen- 
four-day stay. eral order not to arrest any Legion- 
ic had themselves heavily | ™2ires, unless ordered by the Provost. 
ricerca yo “air anion But | However, latter had things in hand 
olataigtol ee esting P ; as though | When called anywhere and, according 
a iy ee ae ei ©, | to records here, not a vet reached the 
the Legionnaires had a dread of} leonasaniies 
Hollywood. They felt the folks out | cmekinale ee ay ee 
oP state on ged ap tas | and carried on their pranks. Almost 
miles distant from their convention lall the pranking was outdoors and 
, en rts - 7 om oe |none of the hotels or cafes reported 
thought prices for 


commodities | Boys set 
would be out of their reach. 


|any serious damage done. 

a couple of bonfires on main down- 
Result was that the boys steered 
clear of Hollywood almost entirely 


town thoroughfares, one over a gas 
Y|main which injured a few. They 
day and night. Biggest group to hit| stopped trolley cars by pulling the 
Hollywood was on Monday (19) pole, stopped traffic in general with 
when some 45,000 of the Legion | their band and bugle corps concerts, 
headed for the Warner plant at) put their rubber stamp okay on the 
Burbank, but did no more than to gals, paraded them along the street, 
stop at Hollywood street corners for | put in general behaved, much to the 
directions to get to the studio.| surprise of this town. They started 
Warners gave them a great time but | jeayving on Wednesday (21) and by 
a yen to visit any more studios dur- Saturday (24) town was virtually 
ing balance of the week did not| cjear of them. 
manifest itself. Other studios also Ge-By for Swank Inns 
entertained, but only the select. Swank hotels did not get the 
Everyone went out to get dignitaries capacity play they figured. Most of 
to luncheons, staged especially by | poys figured $2 or $3 a night was 
the producers who espoused the| enough as a bunking fee, so the 
cause of Americanism and downed | moderate price hotels got the trade. 
every other ism. One of the hotels, on account of heat, 
Thursday night was the big night | had 400 cots on its roof at $3 a night, 
for the Legionnaires and the picture | with boys asking other hotels to do 
folks. About 60,000 turned out at | same. ; 
the Coliseum to witness a pageant Hotels were protected against 
and motion picture welcome. Stars | damage by the visiting hordes as 
galore turned out with Eddie Cantor, | Legion carries $100,000 insurance 
Bob Hope and Jack Benny emceeing | against depredations by its members. 
the proceedings. Hotelmen’s Assn. forced that on the 
It was finest show of its kind here | WF _ vet organization several ga 
and all the visitors were satisfied. a before pm wot we ar Psceni 
Just Not H’wood’s Day igh gree et é 


those who came on by auto. 
Strange, however, as Hollywood is| However, the locals claim that the 
always accustomed to get plenty of | convention spoiled biz for them, 
space for what it does in convention | keeping the home spenders out of 
entertaining, the daily papers here 


downtown shops and stores. Legion 
virtually ignored it, outside of the | group, however, infested these places 
heavy play given Warners for enter- 


and there was hardly a buddy who 
taining en masse. Other studios sent | left for home who did not load him- 
out plenty of text and art but the 


self down with Los Angeles and Hol- 
downtown boys just sloughed it off. 


lywood souvenirs. 
Even the Thursday gala picture con-| Town is normal again after housing 
tribution at the Coliseum got slight | one of biggest conventions in history, 
recognition in the dailies. That old 


and.can say to New York, ‘We 
stuff of posing stars and important | knew how to handle them, you didn’t’ 
execs with the conventioneers did 


because the boys behaved as nicely 
not work as far as art was concerned | as they did on dress parade in the 
in the dailies; they just went con- 


army. That’s somethin’ for Chicago 
vention proper, and ignored any at- | to hope for next year. 
tempts at film tie-ins, 


good, either, Plenty went around | ELLEN DREW’S 34 YR. 
SON EXCITES PHILLY 


to get a look at Grauman’s Chinese 
and Carthay Circle, but seems that 
with the heat wave on they pre- 
ferred to remain outdoors than to 
see anything cinematic. Paramount Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 
theatre counted rather heavily on Faux-pas was pulled here last 
fact it had ‘Sons of Legion’s a Legion- | week by Ellen Drew, femme star of 
naire pic on screen and Martha Raye ‘Sing You Sinners,’ whom Para- 
heading stage show with plenty of! mount is building up. Gal was near 
picture people appearing at each/| philly visiting relatives so local 
performance to get them in. But} Par office decided to throw a lunch- 
eon for her and invite the press. 
Interviewers got busy on her at 
once and, as Par’s press rep, who 
was shot over from New York, 


trade less than fair, with the alibi 
that, had the picture gone on with- 
out the studio ballyhoo, the take 
would have been pathetic. 

Went for Dog Races hadn’t arrived yet, she told the boys 
everything, principally that she was 
happily married and the mother of 
a 3%-year-old son. When p.a. fi- 
nally did arrive on the scene, at- 


Boys went pretty strong for the 
dog races at Culver City during the 

tempt was made to put a hush-hush 
en the hitherto unrevealed personal 


week where the pari-mutuel ma- 

chines are used, Then, too, they had 

lot of special free events for their 

benefit, such as affairs at Hollywood 

Bowl, prize fights, etc., and they did! life of Miss Drew. 

not hesitate to attend. Those who But it was too late, all the papers 

stayed over got a load of night foot-| used it. The Ledger’s Harry Mur- 
dock wrote, ‘Although her press 
agents didn’t seem to want to have it 
known, Miss Drew has a 34-year- 
old son.’ ¢ 


The pic colony, as well as virtu- 
ally every spot in the county, had a 
dread as to how the Legion boys 




















ball, too, seeing UCLA beat Iowa on 
Friday (23). 

Women’s Auxiliary and women 
veterans, of course, were taken up 
socially, too. All the studios had 
stars entertain them at tea, lunch- 
eons, etc., with the only big art 
break given the Marion Davies party 
at her beach home in the two Hearst 
papers day after. 

Vets on Good Behavior 

Those Hollywood cafes and 
restaurants, which were so scared the 
boys were going to misbehave, got 
the cold shoulder plenty. Many of 
the places said they did not get a 
single conventioneer, while others 
claimed that most they got on a sin- 
gle night did not total 50. Only 
places in Hollywood to enjoy some. 
biz were the bars at the Brown 
Derby, Levy’s, It Cafe and Sardi’s. 
Those who went into the barrooms 
were there either for steady imbibing 





Riley Working on New 
Play; Dickers with 20th 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 27. 

Lawrence Riley, author of ‘Per- 
sonal Appearance,’ has been spend- 
ing entire summer at his home in 
nearby Warren, Pa., working on a 
new untitled play. Brock Pember- 
ton is said to be interested. Work, 
however, isn’t ‘Cardboard Castle,’ 
which Pemberton announced for 
production two seasons ago. Riley 
has permanently shelved that one. 

Playwright washed up WB writ- 
ing contract several months ago. 
Now dickering with 20th-Fox on a 
long-termer. 








Can’t Keep Us Out 





Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Paramount was the lone stu- 
dio to crash the American Le- 
gion parade with a picture plug. 
Legion officials had barred all 
commercials, but the studio got 
around the tabu by organizing 
the Paramount Post and parad- 
ing under that banner. 

Its auxiliary, Sons of the Le- 
gion, consisting of a dozen 
youngsters, marched to plug the 
picture of that name. 














F-T.C. CURBS AD 
SCREEN OUTFIT 


Washington, Sept. 27. 

Sales scheme which involves 
claims of theatre tieups will be 
modified to pre vent duping prospec- 
tive purchasers of advertising mat- 
ter handled by Robert Hartman, 
of Chicago, under a stipulation with 
the Federal Trade Commission. 
Promoter has been operating under 
tag of International Enterprises. 


According to the agreement, 
Hartman sold_ certain booklets, 
partly by claiming that subscribers 
will benefit from ballyhoo in trail- 
ers to be shown in neighborhood 
houses. Promised that the _ reels 
would be exhibited in time to take 
advantage of seasonal conditions. In 
reality, the names of the pur- 
chasers were not included in the 
film but were flashed on screens via 
projection machine slides. 

Hartman formerly traded as The- 
atre Merchandising Service and as 
American Enterprises, Inc. 


4 REEL SPOTS TEST 
BROADWAY COLUMN 


The four Translux theatres in New 
York are starting an experiment this 
week with a specially edited Broad- 
way column, to lighten up the spot 
news flashes which United Press sup- 
plies. Hy Gardner, columnist on the 
Brooklyn Eagle, has been signed to 
specially edit the UP news bulletins, 
along with his Broadwayiana, and 
trick it up for usage thrice weekly 
in the Transluxers. 

Depending on the reception within 
the next month, the other Translux 
theatres nationally may follow suit. 


The 72d St. newsreel, fourth house 
in the Newsreel Theatres (Embassy) 
circuit, is scheduled to open tomor- 
row (Thursday) night at 72d and 
Broadway, New York. Theatre is 
situated in new taxpayer type of 
building and will operate the same 
policy and same prices as Embassy. 


Embassy newsreel theatre group 
already is operating newsreel type of 
houses in Newark, Bronx and Broad- 
way. 














F. P.-CAN. REFINANCING | 


Reduction in Interest Requirements 
Is the Aim of Par’s Affiliate 








Toronto, Sept. 27. 

Refinancing to provide for a re- 
duction in interest requirements is 
reported being sought by Famous 
Players-Canadian. The matter was 
discussed at the board of directors 
meeting held here a week back, with 
Barney Balaban, Y. Frank Freeman 
and Neil F. Agnew, Paramount home 
office officials, in attendance. They 
came up for the directors’ get-to- 
gether, spending only the day here. 

Some time back F.P.-C refunded 
its main issue of securities. Circuit 
has been showing profits each year. 





Metro’s Winter Quarters 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Marx Brothers’ next picture at 
Metro, ‘A Day at the Circus,’ is slated 
to go into production in December. 
Supporting cast thus far consists 
of two of Frank Whitbeck’s ele- 
phants, 





Showfolk Due Over 


London, Sept. 27. 
Reg Connelly, Claire Luce, Henry 
Oscar and William Levy are due to 
sail for U. S. tomorrow 
day). 
Douglas Fairbanks and his wife 
plan to leave on same boat. 


(Wednes- 


Lefty’s Junior Was a Convention F ave: 


Did No Mickey or Freddie Imitations 


—— $e 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., Sept. 27, 
Dear Joe: 

Well, here we are back home again after the Legion convention. Me 
and Aggie brought home two good-sized headaches and four very tired 
feet. If that means a good time, then we certainly had one. The boys 
didn’t give so many hot-foots this year, and didn’t drink so much. Very 
few things were thrown out of hotel windows. You see the boys are 
getting older. If this keeps up I expect to see a Legion convention soon 
held on rocking chairs and the kiddies drinking pink lemonade. 

The gang is sure losing their pep. Maybe it’s because their wives were 
with them this time. I mean real wives, the kind you look at and know 
at once it must be the guy’s wife. 

Aggie looked swell; she and the other women of the Coolacres Auxiliary 
were all dressed in white and gold. They looked like rich nurses. They 
drilled for the natives once in the depot when we arrived and once in 
the hotel lobby. Everybody cheered, then I had to spend haif the night 
rubbing Aggie’s arms. Rheumatism in your bones ain’t good for drilling. 
Junior sure made a hit when he lead our Post pass the grandstand. He 
got more ahs and ohs than anyone in the parade. They presented him 
with a big loving cup that looked like it might be solid silver for over 
two days. Then it turned greener than envy. 

The picture people sure catered to the Legionnaires. They had them 
out visiting the studios. As an owner of a picture house and an old 
showman I’m not in favor of it. It’s bad enough to see the finished prod- 
uct without showing the customers the material you put in it. It takes 
the glamor away, if you can say that C pictures have glamor. Magicians 
have the right idea: when they used to play in vaudeville they had the 
stage boxed in so nobody backstage could see the gimmicks. Some of the 
pictures they send me should be boxed up. If it was up to me I wouldn't 
let any strangers watch ’em making pictures—-I’'d even keep some of the 
actors and directors off the set. 

Sure had a nice time with some of our old pals in Hollywood. Had 
dinner with Paul Gerard Smith. He is writing for the pictures and is 
also writing short stories that are gonna knock ’em dead one of these days. 
We were with Jimmy Conlin and Myrtle Glass, his wife. They're doing 
fine; so is Roger Imhof and Orth and Codee. Gregory Ratoff is a biggie 
out there and is the same nice guy he always was; so are Wallace Ford, 
Jimmy Cagney and Max Winslow. Aggie sure got a kick outta meeting 
them all again. The regular guys are still easy to talk to. It’s the punks 
that never got past over the first few steps on the ladder that keep their 
noses up and don’t look down and help the other guy comin’ up, and when 
they do fall they find somebody has cut away a few steps, which makes 
the fall all the harder. We visited Eddie Cantor’s antique shop. He has 
all kinds of old stuff, some over 400 years old and some only 200 years old. 
I think they average about 300 years old. Junior made a hit with all the 
actors out there because he didn't do any imitations of Mickey Rooney 
or Freddie Bartholomew. 

When we got home we found the radio station nearly finished. I think 
we're gonna get our license next week. Of course we haven't got a big 
studio like they have in Hollywood, but we’re only gonna have small 
programs to start with. We're gonna have just a few in the audience. 
The banker is gonna invite a lot of guys that owe him dough and they'll 
have to laugh and applaud the progr>m or else get their notes called in. 
I bought a bunch of phonograph records so we're sure of good music, 
Aggie is only gonna play in case the machine breaks. 

Best to the boys and girls and tell ’em that I think radio has got a better 
chance of coming back than vaudeville has, SEZ 

Your pal, 
Lefty. 

P. S. Powers Gourand of Philly sez, ‘Germany has a plough where the 
handles can be used as pistols if they are attacked unexpectedly.’ 
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RUNS FOR CONGRESS 





Troy, N. Y., Sept. 27. 

Harry M. Brooks, president of the 
Troy Motion Picture Operators’ 
Union for the past 27 years, former 
head of the New York State opera- 
tors’ organization and its present 
legislative representative, received 
the Democratic designation for Con- 
gress from the 29th district on pri- 
mary day, through the withdrawal of 
the regular nominee. Brooks, em- 
ployed at Proctor’s theatre, had pre- 
viously been nominated by the 
American Labor party. That desig- 
nation also was made at the eleventh 
hour. As the candidate of both par- 
ties, he will opose the incumbent, E. 
Harold Cluett, wealthy manufacturer 
and a Republican. 


Brooks, the city’s best known labor 
leader, served as Republican assem- 
blyman from the first district in 1926. 
He is the first picture operator nomi- 
nated by a major party for Congress- 
man in New York State and proba- 
bly in the nation. 





‘Cisco,’ Baxter Repeat 





Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Remake of ‘Cisco Kid,’ completely 
rewritten, has been added to the 
1938-39 program at 20th-Fox. 
Warner Baxter, who starred in the 
original 1931 production by the old 


Fox company, is slated to repeat in 
the new version. 





Rasch Terper for Fair 


; Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Albertina Rasch is en route to New 
York to huddle with directors of the 
World’s Fair on a dancing spectacle 
she is readying. 


She is due to return before Oct. 1 





FOR CONVENSH IN N. 0. 


Canceling all prior plans, decision 
Las been reached by Y. Frank Free- 
man, v. p. of Paramount in charge 
of theatre operations, and associates 
in his company, to hold the second 
annual theatre conclave in New Or- 
ieans next March. The first was held, 
also in March, in Miami two years 
ago and was felt by Freeman and 
others, including partners, to have 
been so successful, that the policy 
of such conventions should be con- 
tinued as conditions and other mat- 
ters permitted. 


New Orleans, stronghold and head- 
quarters of the large Saenger cir- 
cuit, is the home town of E. V. 
Richards, the only partner-operator 
in the field who’s on the parent 
Parainount board. 

N. O. convention will cover an 
entire week. As at Miami, top exec- 
utives of Par from the home office 
and “follywood are expected to at- 
tend, together with virtually all Par 
executives in the Paramount theatre 
department throughout the country, 
plus partners, operators and others 
associated with the company. 

Previously having planned to hold 
the convention this fall, it was the 
hope of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America that it be sched- 
uled for Oklahoma City concurrently 
with its own meet there Cct. 30. 


lliness Slows ‘French’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Work on ‘Say It in French’ at Para- 
mount was suspended owing to the 
continued illness of Evelyn Keyes, 
suffering from appendicitis. All pos- 
sible scenes had been shot around 








| her. 


With 10 days shooting still to go, 
Miss Keyes was treated with ice 





to direct dance sequences for ‘Dra-| packs but is still unable to work. 
matic School’ at Metro. | Studio is awaiting developments, 


one 
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ACAD MAY DROP ‘OSCARS’ 


England’s Own ‘Best Entertainment 
Drive Tees Off with Historic Film 





London, Sept. 15. 

In a ‘Make the Cinema Your Sec- 
ond Home’ movement here, Arthur 
Dent is first off the mark by spon- 
soring the distribution, through As- 
sociated British Corp., of a survey 
film title ‘March of the Movies.’ 

Study epic traces the growth of 
pictures from the lantern slide, 
through the kaleidoscope, the early 
motion dramas, the silent flickers, 
etc., into ‘sound, talkers and the 
eurrent color development, In- 
cluded is info on the coincident prog- 
ress of camera, film technicalities, 
etc., and the men who made all this 
possible. Howard Gaye, film editor | 
of ABC, delved deep into the bins 
for this material. 


+ 





Into 40 minutes has been skillfully 
crammed some highly interesting 
data. Audience reaction has been 
doubly assured by the inclusion of} 
those excerpts from the real old ‘uns | 
and onwards. 

Charles Cochran will shortly pre- 
sent at the Palace a flashback film | 
showing the first lantern slide dated 
1838, and the first silent of the vin- 
tage of 1885. It will include the 1896 
film, where an engine is headed 
straight for the audience. 

As far back as 1893 Cochran was 
an exhibitor in Great Yarmouth, 
where he took in as much as $1,500 
weekly at 25c. top, and was the first 
éxhibitor here to place the names of 
the stars outside the theatre. 


SAG’S EASTERN DIV. 
CLOSES MEMBERSHIP, 

















Free Answers 





Birmingham, Sept. 27. 

A trailer in a local nabe, 
chain-operated, reads: 

Ladies and gentlemen, this 
theatre will show nearly every 
one of the Greater Movie 
Campaign pictures ... 

You need not go elsewhere 
to see a single one of them... 
The questions are a minor 
part of the campaign, the es- 
says being the controlling 
factor ... as a special con- 
sideration for our patrons we 
will list on our screen and in 
the lobby on or before Dec. 
15 the correct answers to 30 
or more pictures... at which 
time you will be given a cam- 
paign book permitting every- 
one in this territory the privi- 
lege of participating in the 
awards ... 

Remember, you need not go 
elsewhere to see a_ single 
Greater Movie Campaign Pic- 
ture. 


PROSPERITY NOTED 
IN MORE NEW BLDG. 


Minneapolis, Sept. 27. 

Here’s evidence that things are 
looking up in the film industry here- 
abouts: St. Louis Park, Minne- 
apolis suburb with a population of 
5,000, never has had a film the- 
atre. Now no less than four the- 
atre projects are planned for the 
town. Four different interests are 














Books of the eastern division of| fighting to obtain permits, with in- 


the Screen Actors 
closed Oct. 15 to new extra mem- 
bers. That was assured Sunday 


(25) by a vote of the Guild senior 
board on the Coast, approving the 
recommendation of the eastern ad- 
visory council. 

Although the books are closed to 
routine applications for extra work, 
veteran actors and beginners ‘with 
training for a professional career’ 
will be accepted. Explained that 
the closing is intended to apply to 
‘casuals.’ Those applying by Satur- 
day (1) may get in for the payment 
of a $10 initiation fee (this applies 
only in the New York area) and the 
regular dues, provided payment is 
made by Nov. 1. Those applying 
after this Saturday or paying after 
Nov. 1 will be charged the regular 
$25 initiation fee and normal dues. 

Last eastern advisory council 
meeting sent a resolution to the 
Senior board expressing ‘apprecia- 
tion’ for the ‘fairness, skill and wis- 
dom’ shown by the administration 
of the eastern division. 





Malvern’s Mono Spinners 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Paul Malvern, currently producing 
at Universal, has signed to make six 
aviation pictures for Monogram, 
based on the newspaper strip, ‘Tail- 
spin Tommy.’ Star of the series will 

be John Trent, former TWA pilot. 
Malvern has three Bob Baker 
westerns to make for U before he 
moves to Monogram, around Dec. 1. 
He recently formed an independent 
Producing unit, Paul Malvern, Inc. 








RAFT IN ‘KAINTUCK’ 
Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
George Raft, who goes back on the | 
Paramount payroll Oct. 5, is en route | 
east for the World Series after agree- 
ing to return by Oct. 24 to start 
work in ‘The Lady’s From Kentucky.’ 
Raoul Walsh is set to direct from 

Script by Malcolm Stuart Boylan. 





BUCK TROTS OFF 





Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Last of the Buck Jones westerns 
or Columbia release went into pro- 


duction on location at the Monogram | 


Ranch, with Elmer Clifton directing. 


| 


Guild will be| dications that the local council will 
| grant only one license. 


Those in the fight are Charlie 
Winchell, advertising and publicity 
head for the Northwest Paramount 
circuit; Harold Field, who owns a 
large circuit of Iowa independent 
houses and has offices here; Ben 
Friedman, who operates two in an- 
other nearby suburb as well as a 
house at Albert Lea, Minn., and 
Stanley Cohen, owner of the Minne- 
apolis Uptown, leased and operated 
by the Paramount circuit. 





Par Relinquishing Minn. 

The Minnesota, Minneapolis, larg- 
est picture house in that key, will 
not be taken back by Paramount, ac- 
cording to Y. Frank Freeman, v.p. 
over theatres. 

House, presently closed, ever since 
its opening about 10 years ago has 
been a problem to Par. Company 
cancelled its lease on the theatre un- 
der a six months’ cancellation clause 
and if it returns to operation it will 
probably be run as an indie. 





Cleve Suburb’s Duo 
Cleveland, Sept. 27. 

Suburb of Euclid Village which 
never has had a theatre is now 
facing the prospects of having two 
new houses by spring, unless its 
council stops the war between rival 
exhibitors madly scrambling for the 
best sites. 

Each of the two builders, fearing 
results of a court fight, claims he 
had prior rights but it is still a 
cross-word puzzle, complicated by 
building restrictions. First ground 
was broken in the battle by James 
Scoville, John Kalafat and Howard 
Reis, who are including a _ civic 
meeting hall in their Euclid Com- 
munity Center theatre. Although 
located on a corner now zoned for 
only apartment houses and church- 
es, the triumvirate got a temporary 
building permit and promise that 
ban would be lifted. 

Less than nine blocks away, an- 
other has been planned by J. Al- 
bert Lowell, representing Euclid 
Theatre Co., who says blue-prints 
were drawn up a year ago. Com- 
pany had another site picked out 
and optioned, but residents peti- 
tioned against it successfully as a 
‘nuisance’ that would litter streets 
with parked cars. More protests 
were registered over the new site 


Next Jones picture will be ‘Vice | but Lowell declares he will build) eno 
Sqiiad,’ a non-western at Paramount | theatre even if it takes a court fight. telligen manner. 


CREATIVE GROUPS 
THREATEN BOLT 





‘Annual Merit Awards 
Periled as _ Inter- Talent 
Council Asks Producer 
Withdrawal in Reorg— 


Zanuck, Wallis at NLRB 


Director Hearing 





AGENTS PARLEY 





Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Inter-Talent Council of actors, 
writers and directors will go into 
huddle Thursday (29) to decide on 
future relations with the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. 
If the three creative groups vote to 
withdraw their support, annual 
Academy achievement awards prob- 
ably will be abandoned. 

In an effort to prevent complete 
collapse of the Academy the board 
of directors has already agreed to 
postpone indefinitely its reorganiza- 
| tion program. This action was taken 
after W. S. Van Dyke tendered his 
resignation and Frank Capra and 
others threatened to quit unless Pro- 
ducer members resigned from the 
Academy and turned control over to 
the workers. 

Capra and Howard Estabrook sub- 
mitted their resignations at the 
board meeting, but acceptance was 
refused by the board. Darryl F. 
Zanuck, E. J. Mannix and David O. 
Selznick then offered to quit, but 
their resignations also were refused. 
It was then agreed that reorganiza- 
tion plans would be postponed until 
economic differences between pro- 
ducers and writers and directors are 
adjusted. 

At conclusion of meeting the board 
issued the following statement: 

‘At a meeting of the board of gov- 
ernors of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts end Sciences held last 
night, the resignations of Frank 
Capra, Howard Estabrook and W. S. 
Van Dyke were tendered and re- 
fused. 

‘Thereupon the producer members 

(Continued on page 19) 


2-Reel Newsreel 
Comes Up Again: 
US. Editors Idea 


With. the inauguration of the 
Greatest Year campaign for the in- 
dustry, several newspaper editors 
throughout the country have come 
out for longer newsreels. Exhibitors 
in various communities have en- 
couraged such editorial space in 
hopes of securing boosts for the 
drive, some even asking publishers 
to suggest what to give the public. 
Boost for lengthier newsreels came 
as a surprise, although talk of two- 
reel releases has been off and on in 
the trade several times. 


Paramount was about set on a 
two-reel news weekly nearly a year 
ago and at least one other newsreel 
planned foliowing suit. However, 
the expense problem and difficulty 
| of spotting a longer release into a 
program resulted in abandonment of 
idea. 

Big problem confronting producers 
of newsreels is that exhibitors will 
not pay any more for a more com- 
prehensive reel and claim that a 
| dual program alignment prevents 
|} them from using a longer subject. 
| However, newsreel editors cite 
_three good reasons for favoring a 
| two-reel newsreel. These are (1) 
| they would enhance the prestige of 


| newsreels, (2) they would become 











| 


| : 
| program, and (3) the longer issues 


| would stop criticism and contention 
| that newsreels currently fail to tell 
enough stories in an orderly, in- 


/a more important fixture on each | 








Sugar-Coated 





Hollywood, Sept. 27. 


Happy ending was tagged 
onto ‘The Sisters’ at Warners 
to increase its b.o. appeal. 


Tragic finish was dunked and 
Bette Davis and Errol Flynn 
called back for the final scene 
to live happily ever after. 

Davis-Flynn are due to re- 
peat as a team as result of their 
work in ‘Sisters.’ 

WB story department was or- 
dered to round up a suitable 
yarn for the pair. 


‘BLOCKADE’ CANCELLED, 
$2,000 SUIT FOLLOWS 


Milwaukee, Sept. 27. 

As result of the cancellation of a 
showing of the Spanish civil war pic, 
‘Blockade’ (UA-Wanger), the Mil- 
waukee unit of the American League 
for Peace and Democracy filed a 
$2,500® damage sit in circuit court 
against the Oriental Theatre Corp., 
operator of the Oriental and Tower 
theatres. The complaint charges 
that the league had sold hundreds of 
tickets for benefit parties on Sept. 
8-9, but the corporation failed to 
show the film the second night. 


Harold J. Mirisch, manager of the 
two theatres, said that the picture 
was withdrawn after one night’s 
showing because it did not draw. 

















benefit tickets. 
a ‘lot of bunk.’ 


Whalen to New York For 
Republic; Coast Shifts 


David B. Whalen, publicity direc- 
tor for Republic in New England, 
has been brought in from Boston to 


handle exploitation at the home of- 
fice. Addition to New York staff was 
made necessary by transfer of Sam 
Abarbanel, who handled publicity at 
home office, to Hollywood where he 
fills in Buzz Barnett’s former spot. 
Barnett has been assigned to Repub- 
lic’s radio show division on tae Coast. 

New York advertising-publicity 


staff otherwise remains as is, headed 
by Al Adams. 











Figure-Eighters Glide 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Skaters went before the cameras 
at Metro today (Tues.) for ensembles 


and specialties in ‘Ice Follies,’ with 
Reinhold Schunzel directing. 


Follies troupe will do a double 
chore beginning Oct. 5 when they 
start a 17-day run on the rink at 
Pan-Pacific auditorium. 





HOP ALONG RUTHIE 
Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Ruth Rogers gets the femme lead 
with William Boyd in Paramount’s 
next Hopalong Cassidy picture, ‘Rid- 
ers of the Range.’ 

George Hayes, Russell Hayden and 
Stanley Ridges are in the supporting 
cast. 





E. F. McGrady on RCA B’d 

Edward F. McGrady, vice-president 
in charge of labor relations for Ra- 
dio Corp. of America for the past 
year, was elected tu the RCA ov5ard 
|of directors last week to fill the va- 
cancy created by the recent death 
|of James R. Sheffield. 


|_ He also was named a director of 


| BGA Communications, a subsidiary 
of Radio Corp. 











He said the league sold only 490} 
He calls the charges | 





Squawks on Delayed Clearances 
Resulting in Extending Film Quiz 
Beyond Dec. 31 for Indies’ Benefit 


Extension of the national ‘Movie 
Quiz’ contest for a period beyond 
Dec. 31, of sufficient duration to 
provide playing time for smaller in- 
dependent theatres which have sub- 
scribed to the campaign, but whose 
clearance terms preclude showing of 
all the contest films, is a move likely 
to be announced within the coming 
week. So great has been the pres- 
sure from smaller exhibitors that 
first runs were taking unfair ad- 
vantage of the contest, that the man- 
agement committee, of which George 
J. Schaefer is chairman, is contem- 
plating a revision of the original 
plans. 

Objections from small exhibitors, 
many of whom in the enthusiasm of 
the drive subscribed to its support 
at the rate of 10c. per seat, have not 
been confined to a féw sections of the 
country, but have been heard from 
coast to coast. Refusal of prior run 
houses to waive any protection or 
clearance and permit smaller houses 
to get the films earlier in order to 
keep faith with patrons has resulted 
in a mounting wave of protest. 

Schaefer has taken the initiative in 
urging the extension of the closing 
date of the contest. He has stated at 
meetings during the past week that 
the ‘little fellow’ is as much entitled 
to full benefits as the affiliated or 
larger independent circuits. Satis- 
factory, solution of the problem has 
not yet been reached, but the mat- 
ter is being pressed and most com- 
mittee members believe the answer 
rests in extending the contest until 
late January or early February. 

Budget for the ‘Motion Pictures 
Are Your Best Entertainment’ drive 
was set for $1,000,000, of which 
producer - distributors subscribed 
$500,000, affiliated theatre groups, 
$250,000, and independent theatre 
units, $250,000. In the last named 
classification are many small houses 
whose terms of clearances put the 
showings of films 90-120 days be- 
hind first runs. As the releases 
listed in the contest are for the 
threemonth period of August, Sep- 
tember and October, it was apparent 
that deferred second and third run 
houses would not get the late Sep- 
tember-October releases until after 
the contest ended. Theatre patrons 
who are filling in the quiz books on 
information from the screens of the 
smaller houses would be at a dis- 
advantage as compared with patrons 
of first runs houses. 

Extended first run engagements 
of several of the early season films, 
such as ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ 
‘Love Comes to Andy Hardy,’ ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You’ and others, 
have automatically pushed back 
booking dates further than the origi- 
nal plans contemplated. 

National Ads Revised 

National newspaper advertising 
copy released to some 600 publica- 
tions early in September did not stir 
the enthusiasm among exhibitors 
which was anticipated and, as a re- 
sult, the second advertising splurge 
will carry less wordage. 

Word is being sent to local chair- 
men from headquarters that a the- 
atre advertising the Quiz contest as 
exclusive in its zone or city is con- 
trary to the co-operative spirit of 
the campaign. Some operators who 
buy prior runs over competition 
have not been backwards in an- 
nouncirg the exclusive angles. 

Hence the squawks. 





Schenck’s Pledge 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Motion picture industry stands 
ready to join the American Legion 
in any patriotic cause, Joseph M. 
Schenck told the war veterans at a 
luncheon at 20th-Fox. 

Maj. Gen. Frank Parker said in 
reply: ‘Motion pictures have kept 
the world entertained, amused and 
instructed, and that’s no small con- 
tribution in a world where sanity is 
becoming a rare commodity.’ 

Studios of companies participating 
in the drive are being asked to sub- 

(Continued on page 21) 
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After Lesion Conv., Calm Settles Over 
L.A. Trade; ‘Sinners’ Paces with 196; 
Co-Ed Mild $18,500, ‘Valley’ $17,000 





+ 
Los Angeles, Sept. 27. 


Grosses anything but healthy, and 
in a few spots, downright bad. Slump 
cannot be blamed on the American 
Legion convention or the hot weath- 
er because both have gone their 
way. Town’s solo topper is the new 
Crosby film, ‘Sing You Sinners,’ 
which holds for second week at the 
Paramount. 

‘Hold That Co-Ed,’ teamed with 
‘Mysterious Mr. Moto,’ hitting around 
combined $18,500, pretty slim. ‘Val- 
ley of the Giants’ doing okay at the 
day-date Hollywood and Downtown. 


Estimates for This Week 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) 
30-40-55-75)—Hold That Co-Ed’ 
(20th) and ‘Mysterious Mr. Moto’ 
(20th), dual. Not very hot, as $9,000 
indicates. Last week ‘Boys Town’ 
(MG) and ‘Speed to Burn’ (20th), 

hot $14,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Valley of Giants’ (WB) and 
*‘Block-Heads’ (MG), dual. Should 
hit a fair $8,000, same amount as 
garnered last week by ‘Four Daugh- 
ters’ (FN) on holdover. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA)—‘Algiers’ 
(UA) (11th week), Continues profit- 


(2,024: 


able at $1,500, after 10th stanza 
brought okay $1,900. Run ends 
Oct. 2. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Valley Giants’ (WB) and 
‘Block-Heads’ (MG), dual. Headed 
for very good $9,000. Last week, 


second stanza of ‘Four Daughters’ 
(FN), hit expected $7,200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)-— 
‘Youth Takes Fling’ (U) and ‘Anna- 
be?’ (RKO), dual. Off in keeping 
with rest of town, for probable $7,- 
000. Last week, ‘I Am Law’ (Col) 
and ‘Lady Objects’ (Col), bettered 
expectations to garner $8,700. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—Sing You Sinners’ (Par) and 
stage show. Started slowly with 
populace still groggy from Ameri- 
can Legion convention, but will like- 
ly build to neat $19,000. Holds sec- 
ond week. Last week ‘Sons of the 
Legion’ (Par) topped $15,000, aided 
by midnight Legion show. 


RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) — ‘Youth 
Takes Fling’ (U) and ‘Annabel’ 
(RKO), dual. Will hit weak $6,000 


on the stanza. Last week ‘I Am 
Law’ (Col) and ‘Lady Objects’ (Col), 








Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
Tie Wee... occ nseun $309,700 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 
Last Feat. .cocceseces $326,500 
(Based on 14 theatres) 














$8,000, about what was expected. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
95)—‘Co-Ed’ (20th) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th), dual. Just not geared for 
the downtown clientele so best in 
sight is poor $9,500. Last week 
‘Boys Town’ (MG) and ‘Speed to 
Burn’ (20th), hot $18,500 as indi- 
cated. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55)—‘Boys Town’ (MG) and 
‘Speed to Burn’ (20th), dual. Should 
hit nifty $5,800 on moveover. Last 
week ‘Nancy’ (MG) and ‘Rich Man’ 
(MG), weak $2,700. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Boys Town’ (MG) and ‘Speed 
Burn’ (20th), dual. Looks like 
smash $8,500 on moveover for con- 
tinued first run. Last week ‘Nancy’ 
$5000 and ‘Rich Man’ (MG), okay 


‘Law’ Good 5G in Port.; 
‘4’s Crowd’ Nice $6,000 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 27. 


‘Boys Town’ continues to register 
strong at Parker’s UA in its third 
week. New pix getting strong atten- 
tion are ‘I Am the Law,’ at Or- 
pheum, and ‘Four’s a Crowd,’ at Par- 
amount. Latter house also lent its 
stage for commercial tie-up with a 
women’s store which put on a fash- 
fon parade. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Garden Moon’ (WB) and 
“Gangs New York’ (Rep). Getting 
fair $4,500. Last week ‘Tough Guy’ 
(U) and ‘Actress’ (FN), fair $5,400. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
§00;30-35-40) — ‘Alexander’ (20th) 
(7th wk). Okay $2,000. Sixth, $2,- 
400. First five weeks grossed big 
$25,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 30-35-40)—‘Am Law’ (Col) 
and ’Annabelle’ (RKO). Answered to 
good bally for okay $5,000. Last 
week ‘Sinners’ (Par) and ‘Murder’ 
(20th), second week, fair $3,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-340-—‘Four’s Crowd’ 
(WB) and ‘Highway Patrol’ (Col) 
with fall style show ou. stage. Good 
$6,000. Last week ‘Lucky Star’ 
(20th) and ‘Rackets’ (RKO), better 
than average $5,600. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25).— 
*Dracula’ (U) .nd ‘Frankenstein’ (U) 
(2d wk). Good $1,600. Last week, 
same reissues billed as Horror Week, 
good $2,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)— Boys. Tow.” (M-G) and 





‘Freshman Year’ (U) (3d wk). Good 
$4,000. Second, $5,000. 
registered great $7,000. 


First week 


HERBERT- SHOW 
OK 24G IN BLUE 
DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 27. 

Combination of first good weather 
in weeks and football attractions not 
helping film palaces. No pic stand- 
outs currently. 

‘Boys Town,’ holding for second 
stanza at United Artists, is doing 
okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Reformatory’ (Col) plus ‘Keep Smil- 
ing’ (20th), dual. About $4,000, so-so. 
Last week, ‘Alexander’ (20th), in 
third week, combined with ‘Speed 
Burn’ (20th), clipped off $4,300, fol- 
lowing weeks of $5,800 and $7,100. 


Fex (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Place and Show’ (20th) with Hugh 
Herbert topping vaude. Paced for 
$24,000, good. Last week, mild 
$17,000 for ‘Co-ed’ (20th) and stage 
show. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65) — “Texans’ (Par) plus 
‘Campus Confessions’ (Par), dual. 
Looks like $9,500, okay. Last session 
about $8,500, so-so, for ‘Has Nancy’ 
(M-G) plus ‘Rich Man’ (M-G). 








Palms State (United Detroit) (3,- 


000; 30-40-50)—‘Blockheads’ (M-G) 
plus ‘Ambulance Chaser’ (M-G), 
dual, Slightly under $5,000, fair. | 


Just over that mark last stanza for 
‘Smashing Rackets’ (RKO) and 
‘Painted Desert’ (RKO). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-50 )—‘Boys Town’ (M-G) 
(2d week). Due for good $7,200, fol- 
lowing nice $10,500 first stanza, 
Doubtful if will stick for another 
session, 


‘Carefree’-Jitterbugs 
Big $10,000 in Seattle 


Seattle, Sept. 27. 
Paramount theatre has stage show, 
‘Jitterbug Jamboree’ unit, and it’s 
drawing big biz. Anticipated run 
for ‘Algiers’ at Liberty will be 


nipped at end of second week, indi- 
cations point, as opening week dis- 











appointed with $7,500, good but a 
coupla grand below expectations. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Alexander’ (20th) 
(7th week). Four final days antici- 
pate okay $1,200. Last week, same 
film, $2,600, good. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Professor’ (Par) and 
‘You and Me’ (Par), four days. In- 
dicate only mild $2,600. Last week, 
‘Shopworn Angel’ (M-G-M) and ‘Fast 
Company’ (M-G), dual, split with 
‘Always Goodbye’ (20th) and ‘Lord 
Jeff’ (M-G), dual, six days, for 10- 
day week. Good $4,200. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Manhunters’ (Ind) and ‘Main Event’ 


| (Col), dual, split with ‘Arizona’ (Par) 
land ‘Circus’ 


(Ind). Heading for 
good $2,000. Last week, ‘Tip-Off 
Girls’ (Par) and ‘Night Spot’ (RKO), 
dual, split with ‘Stranger from Ari- 
zona’ (Col) and ‘Miss Thoroughbred’ 
(WB), okay $2,100, 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 32-37-42 )-—‘Antoinette’ 
(M-G), two days of third week. 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) opening today 
(Tuesday). Anticipate okay $1,900. 
Last week, second of ‘Antoinette,’ 
$6,100, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 
‘Algiers’ (UA) (2d week). Paced 
for $4,000, fair. Last week, same 
film, $7,500, nice but below hopes. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) 
and March of Time. Moved from 
Paramount and looking for nice $2,- 
800. Last week, ‘Sinners’ (Par) and 
‘Danger Air’ (U), third week, $2,400, 
okay. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42)—‘Four’s Crowd’ 
(WB) and ‘G-Men’ (RKO). Indi- 
cate good $6,000. Last week, ‘Giants’ 
(WB) and ‘Keep Smiling’ (20th), $5,- 
300, good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37)—‘Barefoot Boy’ (Mono) and 
‘Devil’s Party’ (U), dual, with vaude. 
Only fair $3,000. Last week, ‘Billy 
Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Under Suspicion’ 
(U), dual, plus vaude, one night 
(Monday ), $4,400, big. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42)—‘Carefree’ (RKO) 
with ‘Jitterbug Jamboree’ on stage. 
Set for four weeks. Getting im- 
mense $10,000. Last week, ‘Has 
Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Prison Break’ 
(U), dual, $6,800, good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) — ‘Cowboy’ 
(FN) and ‘Sinners Paradise’ (U). In- 
dicate okay $2,000. Last week, ‘May- 
time’ (M-G) and ‘Treasure Island’ 
(M-G), pulled after two terrible 
days, split with ‘Cowboy’ (FN) and 
‘Sinners Paradise’ (U), five days, 
$1,9C0 total, fair. 


Harris’ Bix Pic 














(Continued from page 1) 





famed jazz trumpeter, Harris is ac- 
companying Meredith west and will 
try to line up a Hollywood director 
for the picture. It will be made in 
the east. Meredith is weighing sev- 
eral legit offers to follow ‘Horn,’ but 
nothing is set. 





Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Metro’s college yarn, ‘Spring 
Dance,’ went into production yester- 
day (Mon.), Maureen O’Sullivan is 
tte femme lead. Picture will be 
shot around Lew Ayres until he has 
finished his current job in ‘Young 
Dr. Kildare.’ 





Morris-Wheeler- Moon’ Wow $19,000 


In Cleve.; Marx Bros. Good $16,000 





Cleveland, Sept. 27. 

Chester Morris’ and Bert Wheel- 
er’s stage personals are the stim- 
ulants hypoing ‘Garden of Moon’ at 
the Palace. There was a natural 
drop over weekend because of Jew- 
ish holidays but two national con- 
ventions and vaudeville’s comeback 
are boosting gross to $19,000. 

State’s ‘Too Hot to Handle’ is 
drawing swell biz, with knockout 
matinees. Gable-Loy names are 
dynamite. ‘Room Service’ at Hipp 
is strong enough to rate two h. o. 
weeks at affiliated Allen, which is 
cleaning up with ‘Four Daughters.’ 
Stillman also going a good job milk- 
‘ing ‘Spawn’ and may keep it for 
third stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Daughters’ (WB). Hold-over from 
Hipp is down the family-trade alley, 
climbing steadily to $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Lucky Star’ (20th), skated 
along on thick ice for $6,500, good. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20-35) 
—Birth of Baby.’ First pop-priced 








showing here and at seven-a-day 
looks like record $6,200. At least 


three-week run indicated. Last 
week, ‘Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Week-End’ 
(G-B), poor $1,900 in four days. 

Hipp (WB) (3,700; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Room Service’ (RKO), Originally 
skedded for Palace, but exchanged 
in a 2-for-1 deal, it gives house a 
rare ballyhoo break. Also inspired 
some clever gag contests and a heft 
build-up for very satisfacto $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Daughters’ (WB), sweet 
$13,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Garden Moon’ (WB) with vaude 
topped by Chester Morris, Bert 
Wheeler. Good for $19,000. Last 
week, ‘Annabelle’ (RKO) with ZaSu 
Pitts and Rufe Davis on stage, ex- 
cellent $16,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Hot Handle’ (M-G). Big-time ex- 
ploitation shown here and perfectly 
timed in booking. Crix made it 
thriller of year and b. o. indicates 
fine $18,500, or better. Last week, 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G), terrific $21,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Boys Town’ (M-G). Will nab 
$10,500, which is aces. Last week, 
‘Spawn’ (Par). on second lap, fished 
up smart $8,500. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week.......... $1,525,600 





(Based on 24 cities, 156 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N.Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
Be My. avbeceus< $1,576,500 
(Based on 23 cities, 163 theatres) 











Daughters Sweet 
$18,000 in Boston: 
Holds Off Vaude 


Boston, Sept. 27. 

‘Four Daughters,’ on dual bill, is 
getting best play this week. ‘Lucky 
Star’ won a holdover at Keith’s with 
a new co-feature, 

Talk of vaude returning is a fa- 
vorite subject for stagehands and 
musicians here, but doesn’t appear 
likely before November or December. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Giants’ (WB) and ‘Murder’ 
(20th), dual. Fair $6,000. Last week, 
‘Spawn’ (Par) and ‘Numbers’ (20th), 
dual, $6,300. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Lucky Star’ (20th) (2d 
week) and ‘Personal Secretary’ (U), 
dual. Okay $13,000. First week of 
‘Star’ and ‘Meet Girls’ (20th) very 
good $23,700. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55)—Daughters’ (WB) and ‘Cam- 
pus Confessions’ (Par), dual. Good 
combo clicking to tune of $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) and 
‘Legion’ (Par), $15,000, nice. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Am Law’ (Col) and ‘Gladiator’ 
(Col), double. Satisfactory $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and 
‘Chaser’ (M-G), good $18,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Murder’ (20th), dual. Me- 
dium $8,000. Last week, ‘Spawn’ 
(Par) and ‘Numbers’ (20th), dual, 


$8,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—Spawn’ (Par) and ‘Numbers’ 
(20th) (2d run), dual. Fair $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Boy Girl’ (WB) and 
‘Kid’ (Rep) (2d run), $6,000, fair. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 
—Am Law’ (Col) and ‘Gladiator’ 
(Col), dual. Adequate $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and 
‘Chaser’ (M-G), good $15,000. 


HORROR REISSUES BIG 
$4,000 IN DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 27. 

‘Frankenstein’ and ‘Dracula’ are 
sensational at Rialto, combo of hor- 
ror reissues giving small house a 
smash gross. ‘Four Daughters’ is nice 
at Denver and moving to Aladdin. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Forever Yours’ (GN). Fair $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Lucky Star’ (20th), good 
$3,500, after a week at the Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Fugitives 
for Night’ (RKO), both after a week 
at the Orpheum. Good $2,500 here. 
Last week, ‘Carefree’ (RKO) and 
‘Rackets’ (RKO), both after a week 
at Orpheum, good $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—Sinners’ (Par). Good $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Spawn’ (Par), neat 


,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50)— 
‘Daughters’ (FN). Nice $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Boy Girl’ (WB), backed by 
neat stage show, nice $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Anna- 
belle’ (RKO). Fair $6,500 in six 
days. Last week, ‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Fugitives for Night’ (RKO), 


strong $10,000. 
(Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 











Paramount 
‘Actress’ (FN), and ‘Murder’ (20th). 
Fair $3,000. Last week, ‘Lady Ob- 
jects’ (Col) and ‘Reformaiory’ (Col), 
were $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25)—‘Dracula’ 
(U) and ‘Frankenstein’ (U) (reis- 
sues). Horror combo drawing smash 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Letter’ (U), after 
week each at Denver and Aladdin, 
and ‘Highway Patrol’ (Col), good 





Crime Clubbing Again 
Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Preston Foster and Frank Jenks 
get the top spots in the next Crime 
Clubber, ‘The Dead Don’t Care,’ at 
Universal, repeating the roles they 





played in ‘Westland Case.” 





Philly B.O. Wobbly: Shearer Strong 
$19,000, but Crosby 


Weak $14,000 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27, 


Grosses this sesh pretty well 
mixed, showing principally that 
they're picking their pictures. Coy. 
ple houses have wickets spinning, 
while others are bogged down in a 
rut, despite the fact that weather is 
cool and clear. Last stanza, which 
started out with a tremendous bang, 
got caught in the slough of 11 days 
of straight rain and so naturally 
failed to live up to expectations. 


Pacing the town is ‘Marie Antoin-. 
ette’ at the Boyd. Greeted in a big 
way as a big pic by the crix, it is 
getting powerful $19,000. Certain of 
at least another week. Also good 
bet is ‘Boys Town,’ in its second lap 
at the Aldine. It’s clicking off fine 
$12,000 after garnering $16,500 in the 
initial gallop. 

Strangely disappointing is ‘Sing 
You Sinners’ at the Stanley. Unani- 
mously acclaimed by the reviewers 
as Bing Crosby’s best, it is neverthe« 
less getting unsatisfactory $14,000, 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-58-75)— 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d week), 
Striding along big with plenty word- 
of-mouth to help it; $12,000, after 
very sound $16,500 in opening ses- 


§10n. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 27-57-58-75)— 
‘Antoinette’ (MG). Powerful from 
the start, with $19,000 expected and 
another week guaranteed. Last 
week, ‘Four Daughters’ (WB) (2d 
week), fell under the spell of the 
rain and slipped off more than was 
expected. Got $11,500, fair. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 25-37-42-57-68) 
—‘Actress’ (WB) and Buddy Rogers’ 
band and Mary Brian fleshing. Pop- 
ularity of the vaude combo seems 
to have slid off somewhat from last 
season, hitting only mediocre $18,000 
now. Last week ‘Freshman Year’ 
(U) and Kay Kyser’s band on the 
boards, figured to crack house record 
if Jupe Pluvius hadn’t interfered, 
Got tremendous $29,000. 

Fex (WB) (2,423; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Place and Show (20'h) and Ameri- 
can Ice Carnival on stage. This is 
next-to-last week of stage shows 
after five weeks’ trial has proved 
they don’t warrant the investment. 
Below par $16,500 this sesh. Last 
week ‘Giants’ (WB) with Harriet 
Hoctor, p.a.ing, likewise a bust at 
$15,500. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 37-42-57-68) 
—Daughters’ (WB) (2d run). Oke 
at better than $4,000, considering it 
got two weeks in its opening sesh 
at the Boyd. Last week ‘Carefree’ 
(RKO) (2d run), didn’t quite make 
the grade for the right side of the 
ledger at $3,700. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,070; 37-42-57-68)— 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th) (3d run). Very 
weak at $3,000. Last week ‘Alexan- 
der’ (20th) (2d run; 2d week), still 
plenty powerful with $5,800 on iis 
sixth week in town. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75) 
—‘Sinners’ (Par). Crix unanimous 
in lauding this as best Crosby flick 
yet, but strangely enough it won't 
even come up to par with $14,000, 
although figured to go hotter in the 
nabes. Last week ‘Hot Handle’ 
(M-G), also $14,000, although it got 
far from universal approval. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-42-57)— 
‘Kid’ (Rep). Brought in as oxygen 
when ‘Army Girl’ (Rep) expired in 
three days last week, but hardly 
providing succor with very weak 
$3,800. ‘Army Girl’ got poor $1,700 
in three days. 


B’KLYN WICKETS HUM 


‘Gladiator, Vaude Nifty $14,000; 
Henie Dual Good $16,000 














Brooklyn, Sept. 27. 

Good attendance at downtown 
emporiums, with extra activity at 
Fabian Strand, where vaude and 
single picture policy is now two 
weeks old, Fabian Paramount hold- 
ing ‘Four Daughters’ third week, 
will wind up with nice profit. Nick 
Kenny and radio gang headlining 
Folly show, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Lucky 
Star’ (20th) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th). 
Will do okay $16,000. Last week 
‘Alexander’ (20th) (2d-final) peachy 


$18,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-50)—‘Giants’ (WB) 
and ‘Leathernecks’ (Rep). Opened 
yesterday (Mon.). Last week ‘Am 
Law’ (Col) and ‘Higgins Family 
(Rep) (2d-final week), $12,000, fair. 

Met (3,618; 25-50)—‘Letter (U) and 
‘Strange Boarders’ (G-B). Pleasant 
$15,000. Last week ‘Has Nancy’ (M- 
G) and ‘Safety Numbers’ (20th), 
good $15,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-50)—‘Daugh- 
ters’ (WB) and ‘Kid’ (Rep) (3rd- 
final week). Will produce first-rate 
$17,000. Last week, pair drew ex- 
cellent $20,000. , 

Strand (2,870; 25-50)—‘Gladiator 
(Col) and stage show with Frances 
Faye, Slate Bros., Frank Paris. Will 
give house nifty $14,000. Last week 
‘Boy Girl’ (WB) and vaude, gar- 
nered excellent $15,000. 
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Chi B.O. Easing Of; ‘Sinners’ Plus 
Pryor Orch Good $36,000, “Algiers 
Only Fair $15,000 ‘Nancy’ Nice 136 








Chicago, Sept. 27. 

Business leveling off currently, 
despite the arrival of several well- 
received flickers. Expect a perk-up 
towards the finish of the week on 
word-of-mouth. : : 5 

Tops of the lot is ‘Sing You Sin- 
ners, which is being touted as the 
best of the Bing Crosby items in a 
long time. Lifting the Chicago flag- 
ship several grand above last week’s 
blooper, and looks for a heap of coin 
on general releases throughout the 
territory. ; 

Other new entries in the current 

ic parade include “Three Loves Has 

ancy,’ at the Roosevelt, and ‘Al- 
giers, at the United Artists. Former 
picture was given plenty of boosting 
by crix and figures for smart coin. 
‘Algiers’ got away at a so-so pace, 
despite plenty of ballyhoo for Hedy 
La Marr. 

Holding over are ‘Room Service’ 
and ‘Hold That Co-Ed,’ with the 
Marx Bros. picture ‘adicating a 
sharp drop from the strong initial 
session. Football flicker is getting 
good play in its second stanza. State- 
Lake has one of its infrequent War- 
ner Bros. displays currently with 
‘Men Are Such Fools,’ and the 
flicker is getting some money. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Am Law’ (Col). Back in loop 
after one meek week in the Roose- 
velt. Getting maybe $4,500, fair, 
here. Last week, ‘Alexander’ (20th), 
finished its fifth loop gallop to good 
$5,400. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Sinners’ (Par) and Roger Pryor or- 
chestra on stage. Bing Crosby pic- 
ture getting good aidience comment 
and figures to build to good $36,000. 
Last week, ‘Spawn’ (Par) faded into 
cellar with soggy $27,700. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Co-Ed’ (20th) (2d week). Holding 
to fine $4,500 currently following 
neat $6,200 last week. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500° 35-55-65-75) 
—Room Service’ (RKO) and vaude 
(2d week). Slipping this week, with 
outlook of fair $17,000 currently. 
Last week was a topnotcher at $26,- 
800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Nancy’ (M-G). Opened well 
and climbing on strong talk around 
town. Figures for $13,000, pleasant. 
Last week, ‘Am Law’ (Col), $10,700, 
meagre. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55)—‘Men Fools’ (WB) and vaude. 
Strong stage lineup and audience 
picture making it a profitable week 
with $11,000. Iast week, ‘Slander 
House’ (Pro), $9,600, fairish. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
$5-55-65-75)—‘Algiers’ (UA). Get- 
away wasn’t so hot and will take 
plenty of pressing to get it into the 
big numerals; points for $15,000, 
okay. Last week, ‘Antoinette’ (M-G), 
fourth week, good $8,300. 


SINNERS PULLS 
GOOD $12,000 
IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, Sept. 27. 

‘Too Hot to Handle’ is the burg’s 
champ b.o. tugger currently. It’s 
racking up a big mark for the Pal- 
ace, Next best is ‘Sing You Sinners’ 
at the Albee. Only other fresh re- 
lease at a major stand is ‘Road to 
Reno,’ which is blah for Keith’s. 

Local cinema trade history is be- 
ing registered by closing of ‘Alex- 
ander’s’ six-week run at the Shubert. 
Total pull on the engagement will be 
around $65,000, Cincy’s record for re- 
cent years, topping former high take 
by ‘San Francisco, ‘You Can't Take 
It With You" (Col) follows ‘Alex- 
ander’ at the Shubert for an in- 
definite stay. 








This week's biz, by and large, is | 


On the sunny side, 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘Sin- 


‘ak ee) Okay $12.000. Last 
$15,000. aughters (WB), swell 
, Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 

augnters’ (WB) (2d run). Fair 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Antoinette’ (M-G) 


(2d run), excellent $6,000. 
Family (RKO) (1.000; 15-25)— 


‘Painted Desert’ ( Ti t 
for Murdec RKO). ‘Time Ou 


mond in Africa’ (Par), singly. Nice 
2. AR geo =; 4 
$2.20. Last .week, ‘Realir* nianiyQ). 


of the Stage. 
Ben McAtree, 
big click. 
‘Final week starts Monday 
With ‘Marcus Follies’ of 1938.’ 


Tv 





(20th), ‘Bulldog Drum- | 





Jfre- 
through pipes laid along the front 
It staggers audiences. | — Last Trump, 
show’s comedian, is a 


(12) 


Last week, ‘Sailor’ (Par), fair $4,500. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,460; 35-42)—Has 
Nancy’ (M-G) (2d run). Okay $4,500. 
Ditto last week with ‘Lucky Star’ 
(20th) (2d run). 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—Hot 


Handle’ (M-G). Big $16,000, Last 
week, ‘Has Nancy’ (M-G), good 
$12,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 40-55)— 
‘Alexander’ (20th) (6th-final wk). 
saeae $4,500. Last week, fifth, fine 





CROSBY BIG 106 
AS 1.0.5 RULE 
IN LVILLE 


Louisville, Sept. 27. 

Holdover pictures are the rule 
currently, with only two downtown 
houses exhibiting new product. 
However, business is good and films 
retained for second stanza are mak- 
ing an above-average showing. 
Weather has turned warmer for a 
spell, but pull of outdoor opposish 
has been weakened and theatres are 
getting bulk of the entertainment 
dollars. 


‘Sing You Sinners,’ on a dual at 
Rialto, is pulling Crosby fans in nice 
style, while ‘Affairs of Annabel’ and 
‘10th Ave. Kid’ at Strand are cop- 
ping more attention than such a light 
pair would ordinarily, due to the 
lack of new films in downtown sec- 


tor. 
Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Ave.)— 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) and ‘Rackets’ 
(RKO). Astaire-Rogers opus moved 
here after okay stanza at Rialto and 
looks like fair $1,800. Last week, 
‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Gladiator’ 
(Col), good $2,400. 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) and ‘Miss Broad- 
way’ (20th), dual. Should register 
okay $2,100. Last week, ‘My Bill’ 
(WB) and ‘Cowboy from Brook- 
lyn’ (WB), split with ‘Little Women’ 
(RKO) and ‘Penrod’ (WB), okay 
$2,000. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Boys’ Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Lady Objects’ (Col) (2d week). 
Holding up well and indications are 
for oke $6,000, after initial stanza’s 
socko $11,500, better than expected. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )—‘Daughters’ (WB) (2d 
week). Still making good showing. 
Looks to tally around $3,200 or bet- 
ter, good. First week swell $4,000. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Doctor, 
Nurse’ (20th) and ‘Front Page’ (UA) 
(dual), split with ‘Heidi’ (20th) and 
‘Hot Water’ (20th) (twin). Pacing 
for average $1,400. Last week, ‘True 
Confession’ (20th) and ‘Honolulu’ 
(U) (dual), split with ‘Missing Girls’ 
(Indie) and ‘Love Work’ (20th) 
(pair), okay $1,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40)—‘Sinners’ (Par) and ‘Campus 
Confessions’ (Par) (dual). Crosby 
film had ’em lining up early and 
steadily; pointing to healthy $10,000 
and probable h. 0. Last week, ‘Care- 
free’ (RKO) and ‘Smashing Rackets’ 
(RKO), fair enough at $7,500 to war- 
rant moveover, but more expected. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40)—‘Annabelle’ (RKO) and ‘Kid’ 
(Rep) (dual). Pair doing better 
than average, probably due to h. o.’s 
at other houses. Combo holding 
pace well and looks to grab okay 
$3,700 for the windup. Last week, 
‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Sky 
Giant’ (RKO), satisfactory $3,500. 


Henie, Sole Lincoln 
Solo, Nice $3,800 


Lincoln, Sept. 27. 

Varsity shuts its doors (25) and 
undergoes a quick paint job, pre- 
vious to changing policy and becom- 
ing a deluxer with upped scale (10- 
25-35). Stuart started strong with 
‘My Lucky Star,’ but faded after the 
weekend; dual of ‘Always Goodbye’ 
and ‘Keep Smiling,’ at Lincoln, hold- 
ing its ground. . 

Orpheum became a straight sec- 
ond-runner (23) when it opened 
with ‘Test Pilot.’ House cut scate 
nowP*. 49 to 10-15-20. Biz is 
‘Tobias and ~taw it has been. al- 











Sent. 6 a 
’ Duke of York’s—St 


Queens—Sept. 14. 
Lane—Sept, 17 
Duchess—Sept 


‘Dear Octopus.’ 
‘Henry V’ Drury 
the Corn la Green,’ 
‘Guudbye, Mr. Ch ps,’ 


| 23 


2n. | 
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First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Sept. 29 

Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (7th wk), 

Capitol—‘Too Hot to Handle’ 
(MG). 

(Reviewed in Vantery, Sept. 21) 

Criterion—‘Sons of the Legion’ 
(Par), 
ah Ol a to Reno’ 

Music Hali—‘Drums’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety, April 20) 

Paramount—‘If I Were King’ 
(Par) (28). 

Rialto—‘Mr. Doodle Kicks Off’ 
(RKO) (27). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 21) 

Rivoli—‘Room Service’ (RKO) 
(2nd wk). 

Roxy—‘Straight, 
Show’ (20th) (30). 
(Reviewed in current Variety) 

Strand—‘Garden of the Moon’ 
(WB) (2nd wk). 

Week of Oct. 6 

Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (8th wk). 

Capitol—‘Too Hot to Handle’ 
(MG) (2nd wk). 


(U) 


Place and 


Globe—‘Dark Rapture’ (U) 
(8). 

Music Hall—Drums’ (UA) 
(2nd wk). 


Paramount—‘If I Were King’ 
(Par) (2nd wk). 

Rivoli—‘Room Service’ (RKO) 
(2nd wk). 

Roxy—‘Straight, Place 
Show’ (20th) (2nd wk). 

Strand—‘Secrets of An Ac- 
tress’ (WB) (7). 


and 











(Rep), split with ‘Renegade Ranger’ 
(RKO) and ‘Chaser’ (M-G). Fair, 
$900. Last week, ‘Black Bandit’ (U) 
and ‘Paradise Express (Rep), split 
with ‘Mexicali Kid’ (Mono) and 
‘Blockheads’ (M-G), all right, $900. 


Lincoln (Cooper) (1,600; 10-25-35) 
—Always Goodbye’ (20th) and ‘Keep 
Smiling’ (20th). Will touch or bet- 
ter $3,000, good. Last week, ‘Miss 
Broadway’ (20th), split with ‘Love, 
Honor’ (WB), did fairly well, $2,- 
700, after much better expectancy. 

Stuart (Cooper) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th). Will rate $3,800, 
which is nice. Last week, ‘Spawn’ 
(Par), managed to get $3,500, all 
right. 


HEIDT-‘SAILOR’ 
SMASH 196 IN 
OMAHA 


Omaha, Sept. 27. 

It’s one-way traffic towards the 
Orpheum this week, with ‘Give Me a 
Sailor’ and Horace Heidt’s band 
packing them in with five shows 
daily. Looks like a very profitable 
$19,000. House is trying something 
new in a 25c ‘bargain hour’ starting 
at 10 a.m, 

Nabe houses are thankful for close 
of roller derby after a 25-day run, 
drawing average nitely attendance 
of 4,000, a lot of it with paper. Gen- 
eral theatre business, however, stays 
on the upcurve, which started about 
six weeks ago. 

Estimates for This Week 


Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (950-650-810; 10-25) ‘Men Not 
Gods’ (UA), first-run, and ‘Cowboy’ 
(FN) dual, split with ‘Mans Castle’ 
(Col-reissue) and ‘Troop Ship’ (UA) 
dual, two days; ‘My Bill’ (FN) and 
‘Woman Against Woman’ (M-G) 
dual, last two days. Fairish $1,900. 
Last week, ‘Kidnapped’ (20th) and 
‘Seven Seas’ (M-G) dual, first half; 
‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par), ‘Sky Giant’ 
(RKO) and ‘Devils Party’ (U) 
tripler, last half, good, $2,200. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40 )\—‘Daughters’ (FN) and ‘I’m 
From City’ (RKO) (2d wk). Headed 
for $4,700, okay. Last week, same 
bill pulled excellent $6,600. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) (3d wk). Looks 
like satisfactory $5,800 after big 
$26,500 in first two weeks, including 
world premiere. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-35- 
55)—‘Sailor’ (Par) and Horace 
Heidt’s orch on stage. Aiming at big 
$19,000, with five shows daily and a 
Saturday midnight show. Last week, 
‘Sinners’ (Par) and ‘Million’ (20th), 
prosperous $10,300. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—‘Prison Break’ (U), ‘Arizona’ (Col) 
and ‘Sailing Along’ (20th), all first- 
runners, tripler, split with ‘Valley 
Raiders’ (Rep), first-run. ‘Sky Giant’ 
(RKO) and ‘My Bill’ (FN), tripler. 
So-so $1,400. Last week, ‘Hills’ 
reé=paar 24 *Pansom’ (GN) and ‘Rio 

/opened af cv. gj] first-runners. 

| will probably be heldling Plains’ 
¥ Club took in $5,000 open.f20th) 
” | breaking record for the nitery.”” 











Astaire-Rogers $99,000, Marxes Big — 
With 376, Merman-Garber- Moon’ 
Ditto, ‘Co-Ed 40G—OK Bway B.0. 





The Jewish New Year’s Monday 
(26) and yesterday (Tues.), with 
good weather prevailing, brought 
downtown Broadway a spurt -in 
business that ran 25% and more 
above advance expectations. Extra 
shows were put on in most cases 
Monday (26) and some attractions 
which had started out disappoint- 
ingly will owe much of their recov- 
ery to the holidays. Many persons 
took time out to listen to Hitler’s 
speech at 2 p. m. Monday. but box 
offices boomed just the same, the 
downtown sector drawing large 
crowds. 


Numerous new pictures came in, 
only holdovers being ‘Boys Town’ 
and ‘Spawn of North,’ both on third 
weeks. ‘Spawn,’ with the Eddy 
Duchin band, at the Paramount fin- 
ished very strongly on its third lap 
ending last night (Tues.), topping 
$30,000. House did as much as $5,000 
Monday (26), thereby losing a bet 
for Y. Frank Freeman, who guessed 
away under that early in the morn- 
ing, and last night (Tues.), a pre- 
view of ‘If I Were King’ added to the 
hypo. ‘King’ opens today (Wed.) 
with Tommy Dorsey orchestra. ‘Boys 
Town’ isn’t as powerful on its third 
week which will be up tonight 
(Wed.) but at about $17,000 will be 
okay, giving the Cap one of the best 
profits it has drawn from a single 
feature in a good, long time. 


Of the fresh first runs, the strongest 
are ‘Room Service,’ at the Rivoli, 
and ‘Garden of the Moon,’ with Jan 
Garber, at the stage-show Strand. 
‘Service’ lopes off on its second week 
today (Wed.) after smashing through 
to $37,000 the first seven days with- 
out benefit of a stage bill and against 
a lot of in-person opposition. Mean- 
time, the Strand is pushing ener- 
getically toward the same figure of 
$37,000 or bit over, beating the two 
prior shows under its new combina- 
tion policy. ‘Garden of Moon’ 
started out ordinarily Friday (23) 
when business was away off every- 
where for some reason, but snapped 
into action surprisingly over the 
weekend and holidays to push to 
the $37,000 point. Picture and Gar- 
ber, plus Ethel Merman, will hold 
over. 


Harry Gourfain, who is producing 
the shows at the Strand, and Zeb 
Epstein, who succeeded B. F. (Dinty) 
Moore in operation of the theatre, 
are both conceded to be doing a 
bang-up job here. Ostensibly the 
Strand policy isn’t cutting into the 
Paramount at all. It seems, on the 
other hand, to be interfering with 
the Roxy and State. The Roxy does 
not use name bands or personalities 
except on rare occasions which may 
mean, the pictures being equal, that 
the Strand enjoys an edge under iis 
b. o. in-person policy. 

This week the Roxy will push to 
possibly $40,000, not smash but okay, 
aided by holidays, with ‘Hold That 
Co-Ed.’ Despite the holidays, how- 
ever, the State is quite disappoint- 
ing at $18,500 or so with ‘Three 
Loves Has Nancy,’ plus Benny Fields 
and Block and Sully. It’s apparently 
a case this week where the Roxy 
benefits by the picture and the State 
suffers heavily from its film feature, 
Fields and Block-Sully not being 
enough to offset the deficiency. 


‘Carefree’ gets but one week at the 
Music Hall though it may finish at as 
much as $90,000 with the good holi- 
day play. ‘Drums’ opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Remnants of Broadway business 
seattered. ‘Wanted by Police’ is out- 
distancing lesser first runs and will 
get the Globe a probable $8,000, 
good. Against this the Rialto fin- 
ished with ‘Fugitives for Night’ Mon- 
day night (26) at $6,500, mildish, and 
Criterion is going nowhere at all 
with ‘Campus Confessions,’ looking 
less than $5,000. 

‘Marie Antoinette’ last week (5th) 
dropped to $11,200 from $15,200 
scored prior week but satisfactory. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )-— 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G) (6th week). Last 
week (5th) went off to $11,200, com- 
pared with $15,200 the previous (4th) 
week. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) (3d-final week). 
Ends 21-day run tonight (Wed.), final 


“lap looking about $17.000, okay. Sec- 


ond week was around $22,000. 
Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Cam- 


pus Confessions’ (Par). Getting no- 
where, under $5,000. Last week, 
‘Come On, Leatherneck’ (Rep), 


around $5,000, also poor. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55)—‘Wanted 
by Police’ (Mono). This one doing 
well, appearing $8,000 or there- 
abouts. In ahead, ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) 
went to $8,300, nice. 

Palace (1,700: 25-35-55)—‘Four 
Daughters’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Breaking the Ice’ (RKO) (1st run), 
doubled. This pair should get about 





$9,500. Last week, ‘Alexander’ 
(20th) (2d run), singly, did $11,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—If I Were King’ (Par) and Tommy 
Dorsey orchestra. Opens here today 
(Wed.). The third week for ‘Spawn’ 
(Par) and Eddy Duchin was slightly 
over $30,000, very good, after a sec- 
ond week’s take of $40,000, excel- 
lent, and first of $53,000, huge profits. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
-60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Carefree’ (RKO) 
and stage show. Astaire-Rogers 
musical didn’t catch on big and gets 
only one week; holiday helped 
toward possible $90,000 which, aside 
from no holdover, is good. Last 
week (3d) for ‘You Can't Take I?’ 
(Col) also $90,000, picture exhibiting 
great staying qualities. Total on 
three weeks’ run amounted to 
$311,000. ‘Drums’ (UA) opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—‘Mr. Doodle 


Kicks Off’ (RKO). Opened here 
yesterday (Tues.). Full week for 
‘Fugitives for Night’ (RKO) only 


$6,500, no squawk but not good. 

Riveli (2,092; 25-40-55-85 )—‘Room 
Service’ (RKO) (2d week). Starts 
on holdover today (Wed.) after scor- 
ing pretty $37,000 first seven days, 
best for house in ages. Last week, 
third for ‘Letter of Introduction’ 
(U), under $5,000, poor. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Hold 
That Co-Ed’ (20th) and stage show. 
Football comedy got off very slowly 
but picked up amazingly and may 
push to $40,000, satisfactory though 
not smashy. ‘My Lucky Star’ (20th) 
picked up a bit last week but not 
enough to make a vital difference, 
ending at $32,500 after initial seven 
days of $42,500, but agreeable profit. 
‘Straight, Place and Show’ (20th) 
opens Friday (30). 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘Garden 
otf Moon’ (WB), Ethel Merman, Jan 
Garber band. Remarkable recovery 
from ordinary opening will mean 
$37,000 or bit ove> on week, best for 
house since installing combination 
policy month ago. Holds. Last 
week, second for ‘Valley of Giants’ 
(WB) and Ozzie Nelson, Harriet 
Hilliard and Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis 
close to $24,000, very good. 

State (3,450;  35-55-75)—‘Three 
Loves’ (M-G) and, on vaude bill, 
Benny Fields and team of Block and 
Sully. Stage show not. strong 
enough to make up for weakness of 
feature and $18,500 looks the answer, 
disappointing. In ahead, ‘Sing You 
Sinners’ (Par) (2d run) and Duke 
Ellington, under $23,000, oke but 
considerably below hopes. 


‘TOWN-VAUDE 
TOP BALTO, 
$16,000 


Baltimore, Sept. 27. 

Strong product helping maintain 
steady pace all around here. ‘Boys 
Town’ and new ‘Musical Divertisse- 
ment’ stage flash at Loew’s Century 
fighting it out for town’s lead with 
combo Hipp featuring strong line- 
up of ‘I Am the Law’ and Ina Ray 
Hutton’s orch, but Tracy-Rooney film 
is out front by comfortable margin. 

Nicely building is ‘Sing You Sin- 
ners,’ which left the barrier Satur- 
day night (24) and is holding up 
strongly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Boys Town’ (M-G) 
plus new ‘Musical Divertissement’ 
Stage flash. Drawing them in to 
solid $16,000. Last week, second of 
‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G), held 
nicely to $9,200 after bango opening 
session of $18,900. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) 2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-65)—‘Am Law’ (Col) 
coupled to Ina Ray Hutton’s orch, 
Maintaining -teady pace to $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Annabel’ (RKO), thanks 
to strong vaude layout headed by 
p.a. of Chester Morris, got satisfac- 
tory $12,900. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—‘Sinners’ (Par). Good 
$9,000. Last week, ®ve days of ‘Sail- 
ing Along’ (G-B), n.g. $2,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Lucky Star’ (20th) (2d week). 
Mild pace to possible $3,000 on 
strength of divtime play after un- 
eventful starting session of $4,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3.250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Daughters’ «WB) (3d week). 
Cashing in on good comment to pos- 
sible $6,500 after rosy total of $22,400 
for two previous weeks played, 
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After Legion Conv., Calm Settles Over 
L.A. Trade; ‘Sinners’ Paces with 196; 
‘Co-Ed Mild $18,500, ‘Valley’ $17,000 





ma 
Los Angeles, Sept. 27. 


Grosses anything but healthy, and 
in a few spots, downright bad. Slump 
cannot be blamed on the American 
Legion convention or the hot weath- 
er because both have gone their 
way. Town’s solo topper is the new 
Crosby film, ‘Sing You Sinners,’ 
which holds for second week at the 
Paramount. 

‘Hold That Co-Ed,’ teamed with 
‘Mysterious Mr. Moto,’ hitting around 
combined $18,500, pretty slim. ‘Val- 
ley of the Giants’ doing okay at the 
day-date Hollywood and Downtown. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) 
30-40-55-75)—‘Hold That Co-Ed’ 
(20th) and ‘Mysterious Mr. Moto’ 
(20th), dual. Not very hot, as $9,000 
indicates. Last week ‘Boys Town’ 
(MG) and ‘Speed to Burn’ (20th), 
hot $14,600. 

Downtown 


(2,024: 


(WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Valley of Giants’ (WB) and 
*‘Block-Heads’ (MG), dual. Should 
hit a fair $8,000, same amount as 
garnered last week by ‘Four Daugh- 
ters’ (FN) on holdover. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA)—‘Algiers’ 
(UA) (11th week), Continues profit- 
able at $1,500, after 10th stanza 
brought okay $1,900. Run _ ends 
Oct. 2. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 


65)—‘Valley Giants’ (WB) and 
*‘Block-Heads’ (MG), dual. Headed 
for very good $9,000. Last week, 


second stanza of ‘Four Daughters’ 
(FN), hit expected $7,200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Youth Takes Fling’ (U) and ‘Anna- 
bel’ (RKO), dual. Off in keeping 
with rest of town, for probable $7,- 
000. Last week, ‘I Am Law’ (Col) 
and ‘Lady Objects’ (Col), bettered 
expectations to garner $8,700. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—‘Sing You Sinners’ (Par) and 
stage show. Started slowly with 
populace still groggy from Ameri- 
can Legion convention, but will like- 
ly build to neat $19,000. Holds sec- 
ond week. Last week ‘Sons of the 
Legion’ (Par) topped $15,000, aided 
by midnight Legion show. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) — ‘Youth 
Takes Fling’ (U) and ‘Annabel’ 
(RKO), dual. Will hit weak $6,000 
on the stanza. Last week ‘I Am 
Law’ (Col) and ‘Lady Objects’ (Col), 
$8,000, about what was expected. 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 





Me WOOO soe de cae os $309,700 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 
pT SPT Pee $326,500 
(Based on 14 theatres) 














State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Co-Ed’ (20th) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th), dual. Just not geared for 
the downtown clientele so best in 
sight is poor $9,500. Last week 
‘Boys Town’ (MG) and ‘Speed to 
Burn’ (20th), hot $18,500 as indi- 
cated. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2.100; 30- 
40-55)—‘Boys Town’ (MG) and 
‘Speed to Burn’ (20th), dual. Should 
hit nifty $5,800 on moveover. Last 
week ‘Nancy’ (MG) and ‘Rich Man’ 
(MG), weak $2,700. — 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Boys Town’ (MG) and ‘Speed 
Burn’ (20th), dual. Looks like 
smash $8,500 on moveover for con- 
tinued first run. Last week ‘Nancy’ 
Pheird and ‘Rich Man’ (MG), okay 


‘Law’ Good 5G in Port.; 
‘4’s Crowd’ Nice $6,000 


Portland, Ore., Sept. 27. 


‘Boys Town’ continues to register 
strong at Parker’s UA in its third 
week. New pix getting strong atten- 
tion are ‘I Am the Law,’ at Or- 
pheum, and ‘Four’s a Crowd,’ at Par- 
amount. Latter house also lent its 
stage for commercial tie-up with a 
women’s store which put on a fash- 
fon parade. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Garden Moon’ (WB) and 
“Gangs New York’ (Rep). Getting 
fair $4,500. Last week ‘Tough Guy’ 
(U) and ‘Actress’ (FN), fair $5,400. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
§00;30-35-40) — ‘Alexander’ (20th) 
(7th wk). Okay $2,000. Sixth, $2,- 
400. First five weeks grossed big 
$25,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 30-35-40)—‘Am Law’ (Col) 
and ’Annabelle’ (RKO). Answered to 
good bally for okay $5,000. Last 
week ‘Sinners’ (Par) and ‘Murder’ 
(20th), second week, fair $3,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-340.—‘Four’s Crowd’ 
(WB) and ‘Highway Patrol’ (Col) 
with fall style show oi stage. Good 
$6,000. Last week ‘Lucky Star’ 
(20th) and ‘Rackets’ (RKO), better 
than average $5,600. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25).— 
*Dracula’ (U) und ‘Frankenstein’ (U) 
@d wk). Good $1,600. Last week, 
same reissues billed as Horror Week, 





good $2,500. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)— Boys Tow.” (M-G) and 


‘Freshman Year’ (U) (3d wk). Good 
$4,000. Second, $5,000. First week 





registered great $7,000. 


HERBERT- SHOW’ 
OK 246 IN BLUE 
DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 27. 

Combination of first good weather 
in weeks and football attractions not 
helping film palaces. No pic stand- 
outs currently. 

‘Boys Town,’ holding for second 
stanza at United Artists, is doing 
okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Reformatory’ (Col) plus ‘Keep Smil- 
ing’ (20th), dual. About $4,000, so-so. 
Last week, ‘Alexander’ (20th), in 
third week, combined with ‘Speed 
Burn’ (20th), clipped off $4,300, fol- 
lowing weeks of $5,800 and $7,100. 


Fex (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Place and Show’ (20th) with Hugh 
Herbert topping vaude. Paced for 
$24,000, good. Last week, mild 
$17,000 for ‘Co-ed’ (20th) and stage 
show. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65) — ‘Texans’ (Par) plus 
‘Campus Confessions’ (Par), dual. 
Looks like $9,500, okay. Last session 
about $8,500, so-so, for ‘Has Nancy’ 
(M-G) plus ‘Rich Man’ (M-G). 

Palms State (United Detroit) (3,- 





| good $2,000. 





600; 30-40-50)—‘Blockheads’ (M-G) 
plus ‘Ambulance Chaser’ (M-G), 
dual, Slightly under $5,000, fair. | 


Just over that mark last stanza for 
‘Smashing Rackets’ (RKO) and 
‘Painted Desert’ (RKO). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-50 )—‘Boys Town’ (M-G) 
(2d week). Due for good $7,200, fol- 
lowing nice $10,500 first stanza, 
Doubtful if will stick for another 
session, 


‘Carefree’-Jitterbugs 
Big $10,000 in Seattle 


Seattle, Sept. 27. 
Paramount theatre has stage show, 
‘Jitterbug Jamboree’ unit, and it’s 
drawing big biz. Anticipated run 
for ‘Algiers’ at Liberty will be 
nipped at end of second week, indi- 











cations point, as opening week dis- 


appointed with $7,500, good but a 
coupla grand below expectations, 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Alexander’ (20th) 
(7th week). Four final days antici- 
pate okay $1,200. Last week, same 
film, $2,600, good. 
‘'Celiseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Professor’ (Par) and 
‘You and Me’ (Par), four days. In- 
dicate only mild $2,600. Last week, 
‘Shopworn Angel’ (M-G-M) and ‘Fast 
Company’ (M-G), dual, split with 
‘Always Goodbye’ (20th) and ‘Lord 
Jeff’ (M-G), dual, six days, for 10- 
day week. Good $4,200. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Manhunters’ (Ind) and ‘Main Event’ 


| (Col), dual, split with ‘Arizona’ (Par) 


and ‘Circus’ (Ind). Heading for 
Last week, ‘Tip-Off 
Girls’ (Par) and ‘Night Spot’ (RKO), 
dual, split with ‘Stranger from Ari- 
zona’ (Col) and ‘Miss Thoroughbred’ 
(WB), okay $2,100. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349; 32-37-42 )—‘Antoinette’ 
(M-G), two days of third week. 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) opening today 
(Tuesday). Anticipate okay $1,900. 
Last week, second of ‘Antoinette,’ 
$6,100, big. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 
‘Algiers’ (UA) (2d week). Paced 
for $4,000, fair. Last week, same 
film, $7,500, nice but below hopes. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) 
and March of Time. Moved from 
Paramount and looking for nice $2,- 
800. Last week, ‘Sinners’ (Par) and 
‘Danger Air’ (U), third week, $2,400, 
okay. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 32-37-42)—‘Four’s Crowd’ 
(WB) and ‘G-Men’ (RKO). Indi- 
cate good $6,000. Last week, ‘Giants’ 
(WB) and ‘Keep Smiling’ (20th), $5,- 
300, good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37)—Barefoot Boy’ (Mono) and 
‘Devil’s Party’ (U), dual, with vaude. 
Only fair $3,000. Last week, ‘Billy 
Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Under Suspicion’ 
(U), dual, plus vaude, one night 
(Monday ), $4,400, big. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 32-37-42)—‘Carefree’ (RKO) 
with ‘Jitterbug Jamboree’ on stage. 


Set for four weeks. Getting im- 
mense $10,000. Last week, ‘Has 
Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Prison Break’ 


(U), dual, $6,800, good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) — ‘Cowboy’ 
(FN) and ‘Sinners Paradise’ (U). In- 
dicate okay $2,000. Last week, ‘May- 
time’ (M-G) and ‘Treasure Island’ 
(M-G), pulled after two terrible 
days, split with ‘Cowboy’ (FN) and 
‘Sinners Paradise’ (U), five days, 
$1,9C0 total, fair. 


Harris’ Bix Pic 














(Continued from page 1) 





famed jazz trumpeter. Harris is ac- 
companying Meredith west and will 
try to line up a Hollywood director 
for the picture. It will be made in 
the east. Meredith is weighing sev- 
eral legit offers to follow ‘Horn,’ but 
nothing is set. 
Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Metro’s college yarn, ‘Spring 
Dance,’ went into production yester- 
day (Mon.). Maureen O’Sullivan is 
tte femme lead. Picture will be 
shot around Lew Ayres until he has 
finished his current job in ‘Young 
Dr. Kildare.’ 





Morris-Wheeler-Moon’ Wow $19,000 
In Cleve.; Marx Bros. Good $16,000 





Cleveland, Sept. 27. 

Chester Morris’ and Bert Wheel- 
er’s stage personals are the stim- 
ulants hypoing ‘Garden of Moon’ at 
the Palace. There was a natural 
drop over weekend because of Jew- 
ish holidays but two national con- 
ventions and vaudeville’s comeback 
are boosting gross to $19,000. 

State’s ‘Too Hot to Handle’ is 
drawing swell biz, with knockout 
matinees. Gable-Loy names are 
dynamite. ‘Room Service’ at Hipp 
is strong enough to rate two h. o. 
weeks at affiliated Allen, which is 
cleaning up with ‘Four Daughters.’ 
Stillman also going a good job milk- 
ing ‘Spawn’ and may keep it for 
third stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Daughters’ (WB). Hold-over from 
Hipp is down the family-trade alley, 
climbing steadily to $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Lucky Star’ (20th), skated 
along on thick ice for $6,500, good. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20-35) 
—Birth of Baby.’ First pop-priced 





showing here and at seven-a-day 
looks like record $6,200. At least 


three-week run indicated. Last 
week, ‘Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Week-End’ 
(G-B), poor $1,900 in four days. 

Hipp (WB) (3,700; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Room Service’ (RKO), Originally 
skedded for Palace, but exchanged 
in a 2-for-1 deal, it gives house a 
rare ballyhoo break. Also inspired 
some clever gag contests and a heft 
a = rey —s $16,000. 

ast week, ‘Daughters’ ( » swe 
$13,000. . vacate 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—Garden Moon’ (WB) with vaude 
topped by Chester Morris, Bert 
Wheeler. Good for $19,000. Last 
week, ‘Annabelle’ (RKO) with ZaSu 
Pitts and Rufe Davis on stage, ex- 
cellent $16,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Hot Handle’ (M-G). Big-time ex- 
ploitation shown here and perfectly 
timed in booking. Crix made it 
thriller of year and b. o. indicates 
fine $18,500, or better. Last week, 


“Boys Town’ (M-G), terrific $21,500. 


Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
55)—“Boys Town’ (M-G). Will nab 
$10,500, which is aces. Last week, 
‘Spawn’ (Par). on second lap, fished 
up smart $8,500. 








Philly B.O. Wobbly; Shearer Strong 


$19,000, but Crosby 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week.......... $1,525,600 
(Based on 24 cities, 156 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
a 





Total Gross Same Week 
BAGG: BORG. cs 6.ceeers $1,576,500 
(Based on 23 cities, 163 theatres) 











Daughters Sweet 
$18,000 in Boston; 
Holds Off Vaude 


Boston, Sept. 27. 

‘Four Daughters,’ on dual bill, is 
getting best play this week. ‘Lucky 
Star’ won a holdover at Keith’s with 
a new co-feature, 

Talk of vaude returning is a fa- 
vorite subject for stagehands and 
musicians here, but doesn’t appear 
likely before November or December. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Giants’ (WB) and ‘Murder’ 
(20th), dual. Fair $6,000. Last week, 
‘Spawn’ (Par) and ‘Numbers’ (20th), 
dual, $6,300. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Lucky Star’ (20th) (2d 
week) and ‘Personal Secretary’ (U), 
dual. Okay $13,000. First week of 
‘Star’ and ‘Meet Girls’ (20th) very 
good $23,700. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55) —‘Daughters’ (WB) and ‘Cam- 
pus Confessions’ (Par), dual. Good 
combo clicking to tune of $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) and 
‘Legion’ (Par), $15,000, nice. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Am Law’ (Col) and ‘Gladiator’ 
(Col), double. Satisfactory $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and 
‘Chaser’ (M-G), good $18,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Murder’ (20th), dual. Me- 
dium $8,000. Last week, ‘Spawn’ 
(Par) and ‘Numbers’ (20th), dual, 


$8,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—Spawn’ (Par) and ‘Numbers’ 
(20th) (2d run), dual. Fair $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Boy Girl’ (WB) and 
‘Kid’ (Rep) (2d run), $6,000, fair. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 
—Am Law’ (Col) and ‘Gladiator’ 
(Col), dual. Adequate $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and 
‘Chaser’ (M-G), good $15,000. 


HORROR REISSUES BIG 
$4,000 IN DENVER 


Denver, Sept. 27. 

‘Frankenstein’ and ‘Dracula’ are 
sensational at Rialto, combo of hor- 
ror reissues giving small house a 
smash gross. ‘Four Daughters’ is nice 
at Denver and moving to Aladdin. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Forever Yours’ (GN). Fair $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Lucky Star’ (20th), good 
$3,500, after a week at the Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Fugitives 
for Night’ (RKO), both after a week 
at the Orpheum. Good $2,500 here. 
Last week, ‘Carefree’ (RKO) and 
‘Rackets’ (RKO), both after a week 
at Orpheum, good $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Sinners’ (Par). Good $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Spawn’ (Par), neat 


000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50)— 
‘Daughters’ (FN). Nice $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Boy Girl’ (WB), backed by 
neat stage show, nice $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Anna- 
belle’ (RKO). Fair $6,500 in six 
days. Last week, ‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Fugitives for Night’ (RKO), 
strong $10,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Actress’ (FN), and ‘Murder’ (20th). 
Fair $3,000. Last week, ‘Lady Ob- 
jects’ (Col) and ‘Reformatory’ (Col), 
were $4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25)—‘Dracula’ 
(U) and ‘Frankenstein’ (U) (reis- 
sues). Horror combo drawing smash 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Letter’ (U), after 
week each at Denver and Aladdin, 
7 A atatel Patrol’ (Col), good 


Crime Clubbing Again 
Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Preston Foster and Frank Jenks 
get the top spots in the next Crime 
Clubber, ‘The Dead Don’t Care,’ at 
Universal, repeating the roles they 
played in ‘Westland Case.’ 














Weak $14,000 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27, 


Grosses this sesh pretty well 
mixed, showing principally that 
they're picking their pictures. Cou. 
ple houses have wickets spinning, 
while others are bogged down in a 
rut, despite the fact that weather is 
cool and clear. Last stanza, which 
started out with a tremendous bang, 
got caught in the slough of 11 days 
of straight rain and so naturally 
failed to live up to expectations, 


Pacing the town is ‘Marie Antoin. 
ette’ at the Boyd. Greeted in a big 
way as a big pic by the crix, it is 
getting powerful $19,000. Certain of 
at least another week. Also good 
bet is ‘Boys Town,’ in its second lap 
at the Aldine. It’s clicking off fine 
$12,000 after garnering $16,500 in the 
initial gallop. 

Strangely disappointing is ‘Sing 
You Sinners’ at the Stanley. Unani- 
mously acclaimed by the reviewers 
as Bing Crosby’s best, it is neverthe- 
less getting unsatisfactory $14,000, 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 42-57-58-75)— 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d week), 
Striding along big with plenty word- 
of-mouth to help it; $12,000, after 
very sound $16,500 in opening ses- 


sion, 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 37-57-58-75)— 
‘Antoinette’ (MG). Powerful from 
the start, with $19,000 expected and 
another week guaranteed. Last 
week, ‘Four Daughters’ (WB) (2d 
week), fell under the spell of the 
rain and slipped off more than was 
expected. Got $11,500, fair. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 25-37-42-57-68) 
—Actress’ (WB) and Buddy Rogers’ 
band and Mary Brian fleshing. Pop- 
ularity of the vaude combo seems 
to have slid off somewhat from last 
season, hitting only mediocre $18,000 
now. Last week ‘Freshman Year’ 
(U) and Kay Kyser’s band on the 
boards, figured to crack house record 
if Jupe Pluvius hadn’t interfered, 
Got tremendous $29,000. 

Fex (WB) (2,423; 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Place and Show (20'h) and Ameri- 
can Ice Carnival on stage. This is 
next-to-last week of stage shows 
after five weeks’ trial has proved 
they don’t warrant the investment. 
Below par $16,500 this sesh. Last 
week ‘Giants’ (WB) with Harriet 
Hoctor, p.a.ing, likewise a bust at 
$15,500. 

Karlten (WB) (1,066; 37-42-57-68) 
—‘Daughters’ (WB) (2d run). Oke 
at better than $4,000, considering it 
got two weeks in its opening sesh 
at the Boyd. Last week ‘Carefree’ 
(REO) (2d run), didn’t quite make 
the grade for the right side of the 
ledger at $3,700. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,070; 37-42-57-68)— 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th) (3d run). Very 
weak at $3,000. Last week ‘Alexan- 
der’ (20th) (2d run; 2d week), still 
plenty powerful with $5,800 on its 
sixth week in town. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75) 
—‘Sinners’ (Par). Crix unanimous 
in lauding this as best Crosby flick 
yet, but strangely enough it won't 
even come up to par with $14,000, 
although figured to go hotter in the 
nabes. Last week ‘Hot Handle’ 
(M-G), also $14,000, although it got 
far from universal approval. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-42-57)— 
‘Kid’ (Rep). Brought in as oxygen 
when ‘Army Girl’ (Rep) expired in 
three days last week, but hard! 
providing succor with very wea 
$3,800. ‘Army Girl’ got poor $1,700 
in three days. 


B’KLYN WICKETS HUM 


‘Gladiater,’ Vaude 
Henie Dual Good $16,000 


Brooklyn, Sept. 27. 

Good attendance at downtown 
emporiums, with extra activity at 
Fabian Strand, where vaude and 
single picture policy is now two 
weeks old. Fabian Paramount hold- 
ing ‘Four Daughters’ third week, 
will wind up with nice profit. Nick 
Kenny and radio gang headlining 
Folly show. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50)—‘Lucky 
Star’ (20th) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th). 
Will do okay $16,000. Last week 
‘Alexander’ (20th) (2d-final) peachy 
$18,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-50)—‘Giants’ (WB) 
and ‘Leathernecks’ (Rep). Opened 
yesterday (Mon.), Last week ‘Am 
Law’ (Col) and ‘Higgins Family’ 
(Rep) (2d-final week), $12,000, fair. 

Met (3,618; 25-50)—‘Letter (U) and 
‘Strange Boarders’ (G-B). Pleasant 
$15,000. Last week ‘Has Nancy’ (M- 
G) and ‘Safety Numbers’ (20th), 
good $15,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-50)—‘Daugh- 
ters’ (WB) and ‘Kid’ (Rep) (3rd- 
final week). Will produce first-rate 
$17,000. Last week, pair drew ex- 
cellent $20,000. : ‘ 

Strand (2,870; 25-50)—‘Gladiator 
(Col) and stage show with Frances 
Faye, Slate Bros., Frank Paris. Will 
give house nifty $14,000. Last week 
‘Boy Girl’ (WB) and vaude, gar- 














nered excellent $15,000. 


Nifty $14,000;. 
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chi B.O. Easing Off: 


‘Sinners’ Plus 


Pryor Orch Good $36,000, ‘Algiers’ 
Only Fair 315,000, ‘Nancy’ Nice 136 








Chicago, Sept. 27. 

Business leveling off currently, 
despite the arrival of several well- 
received flickers. Expect a perk-up 
towards the finish of the week on 
word-of-mouth, — aaa 

Tops of the lot is Sing You Sin- 
ners, which is being touted as the 
best of the Bing Crosby items in a 
long time. Lifting the Chicago flag- 
ship several grand above last week’s 
plooper, and looks for a heap of coin 
on general releases throughout the 
territory. 

Other new entries in the current 

ic parade include ‘Three Loves Has 

ancy,’ at the Roosevelt, and ‘AI- 
giers,’ at the United Artists. Former 
picture was given plenty of boosting 
by crix and figures for smart coin. 
‘Algiers’ got away at a so-so pace, 
despite plenty of ballyhoo for Hedy 
La Marr. 

Holding over are ‘Room Service’ 
and ‘Hold That Co-Ed,’ with the 
Marx Bros. picture ‘adicating a 
sharp drop from the strong initial 
session. Football flicker is getting 
good play in its second stanza. State- 
Lake has one of its infrequent War- 
ner Bros. displays currently with 
‘Men Are Such Fools,’ and the 
flicker is getting some money. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Am Law’ (Col). Back in loop 
after one meek week in the Roose- 
velt. Getting maybe $4,500, fair, 
here. Last week, ‘Alexander’ (20th), 
finished its fifth loop gallop to good 
$5,400. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Sinners’ (Par) and Roger Pryor or- 
chestra on stage. Bing Crosby pic- 
ture getting good atdience comment 
and figures to build to good $36,000. 
Last week, ‘Spawn’ (Par) faded into 
cellar with soggy $27,700. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Co-Ed’ (20th) (2d week). Holding 
to fine $4,500 currently following 
neat $6,200 last week. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500° 35-55-65-75) 
— ‘Room Service’ (RKO) and vaude 
(2d week). Slipping this week, with 
outlook of fair $1'7,000 currently. 
Last week was a topnotcher at $26,- 
800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Nancy’ (M-G). Opened well 
and climbing on strong talk around 
town, Figures for $13,000, pleasant. 
Last week, ‘Am Law’ (Col), $10,700, 
meagre. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55) —‘Men Fools’ (WB) and vaude. 
Strong stage lineup and audience 
picture making it a profitable week 
with $11,000. Iast week, ‘Slander 
House’ (Pro), $9,600, fairish. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Algiers’ (UA). Get- 
away wasn’t so hot and will take 
cog of pressing to get it into the 

ig numerals; points for $15,000, 
okay. Last week, ‘Antoinette’ (M-G), 
fourth week, good $8,300. 


SINNERS' PULLS 
GOOD $12,000 
IN CINCY 


; Cincinnati, Sept. 27. 

Too Hot to Handle’ is the burg’s 
champ b.o. tugger age ge & It’s 
racking up a big mark for the Pal- 
ace. Next best is ‘Sing You Sinners’ 
at the Albee. Only other fresh re- 
lease at a major stand is ‘Road to 

eno,’ which is blah for Keith’s. 

Local cinema trade history is be- 
ing registered by closing of ‘Alex- 
ander’s’ six-week run at the Shubert. 
Total pull on the engagement will be 
around $65,000, Cincy’s record for re- 
cent years, topping former high take 
y ‘San Francisco.’ ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You" (Col) follows ‘Alex- 
ander’ at the Shubert for an in- 
definite stay. 

his week’s biz, by and large, is 
On the sunny side. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘Sin- 








fea: ee). nokay $12.000. Last 
$15,000. aughters (WB), swell 
: Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 

aughters’ (WB) (2d run). Fair 


$4.500. Last week, ‘Antoinette’ (M-G) 

(2d run), excellent $6,000. 

pramily (RKO) (1.000; 15-25)— 
ainted Desert’ (RKO). ‘Time Out 


bh 4 





for Murder’ (20th), “Bulldog Drum- | 
mond in Africa’ (Par), singly. Nice | 
$2.200. Last week, ‘Rre-'--'~’ (PKQO). 


Last week, ‘Sailor’ (Par), fair $4,500. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—Has 
Nancy’ (M-G) (2d run), Okay $4,500. 
Ditto last week with ‘Lucky Star’ 
(20th) (2d run). 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—Hot 


Handle’ (M-G). Big $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Has Nancy’ (M-G), good 
$12,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 40-55)— 
‘Alexander’ (20th) (6th-final wk). 
Great $4,500. Last week, fifth, fine 
$6,500. 





CROSBY BIG 106 
AS 1.0.5 RULE 
IN LVILLE 


Louisville, Sept. 27. 

Holdover pictures are the rule 
currently, with only two downtown 
houses exhibiting mew product. 
However, business is good and films 
retained for second stanza are mak- 
ing an above-average showing. 
Weather has turned warmer for a 
spell, but pull of outdoor opposish 
has been weakened and theatres are 
getting bulk of the entertainment 
dollars. 


‘Sing You Sinners,’ on a dual at 
Rialto, is pulling Crosby fans in nice 
style, while ‘Affairs of Annabel’ and 
‘10th Ave. Kid’ at Strand are cop- 
ping more attention than such a light 
pair would ordinarily, due to the 
lack of new films in downtown sec- 
tor. 





Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Ave.?-~ 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) and ‘Rackets’ 
(RKO). Astaire-Rogers opus moved 


here after okay stanza at Rialto and 
looks like fair $1,800. Last week, 
‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) and ‘Gladiator’ 
(Col), good $2,400. 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) and ‘Miss Broad- 
way’ (20th), dual. Should register 
okay $2,100. Last week, ‘My Bill’ 
(WB) and ‘Cowboy from Brook- 
lyn’ (WB), split with ‘Little Women’ 
(RKO) and ‘Penrod’ (WB), okay 
$2,000. 

Loew's State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—Boys’ Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Lady Objects’ (Col) (2d week). 
Holding up well and indications are 
for oke $6,000, after initial stanza’s 
socko $11,500, better than expected. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Daughters’ (WB) (2d 
week). Still making good showing. 
Looks to tally around $3,200 or bet- 
ter, good. First week swell $4,000. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Doctor, 
Nurse’ (20th) and ‘Front Page’ (UA) 
(dual), split with ‘Heidi’ (20th) and 
‘Hot Water’ (20th) (twin). Pacing 
for average $1,400. Last week, ‘True 
Confession’ (20th) and ‘Honolulu’ 
(U) (dual), split with ‘Missing Girls’ 
(Indie) and ‘Love Work’ (20th) 
(pair), okay $1,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40)—‘Sinners’ (Par) and ‘Campus 
Confessions’ (Par) (dual). Crosby 
film had ’em lining up early and 
steadily; pointing to healthy $10,000 
and probable h. 0. Last week, ‘Care- 
free’ (RKO) and ‘Smashing Rackets’ 
(RKO), fair enough at $7,500 to war- 
rant moveover, but more expected. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-30- 
40)—‘Annabelle’ (RKO) and ‘Kid’ 
(Rep) (dual). Pair doing better 
than average, probably due to h. 0.’s 
at other houses. Combo holding 
pace well and looks to grab okay 
$3,700 for the windup. Last week, 
‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Sky 
Giant’ (RKO), satisfactory $3,500. 


Henie, Sole Lincoln 
Solo, Nice $3,800 


Lincoln, Sept. 27. 

Varsity shuts its doors (25) and 
undergoes a quick paint job, pre- 
vious to changing policy and becom- 
ing a deluxer with upped scale (10- 
25-35). Stuart started strong with 
‘My Lucky Star,’ but faded after the 
weekend; dual of ‘Always Goodbye’ 
and ‘Keep Smiling,’ at Lincoln, hold- 
ing its ground. 

Orpheum became a straight sec- 








ond-runner (23) when it opened 
with ‘Test Pilot.” House cut _scate 
fro ** = 49 to 10-15-20. Biz is 


»” it has been, al- 


Ss 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Sept. 29 

Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (7th wk), 

Capitol—‘Too Hot to Handle’ 
(MG). 

(Reviewed in Vartery, Sept. 21) 
Criterion—‘Sons of the Legion’ 
(Par). 
ae ee to Reno’ (U) 

Music Hall—‘Drums’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety, April 20) 

Paramount—'If I Were King’ 
(Par) (28). 

Rialto—‘Mr,. Doodle Kicks Off’ 
(RKO) (27). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 21) 

Rivoli—‘Room Service’ (RKO) 
(2nd wk). 

Roxy—‘Straight, 
Show’ (20th) (30). 
(Reviewed in current Variety) 

Strand—‘Garden of the Moon’ 
(WB) (2nd wk). 

Week of Oct. 6 

Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (8th wk). 

Capitel—‘Too Hot to Handle’ 
(MG) (2nd wk). 

Globe—Dark Rapture’ 
(8). 

Music 
(2nd wk). 

Paramount—If I Were King’ 
(Par) (2nd wk). 

Rivoli—‘Room Service’ (RKO) 
(2nd wk). 

Roxy—‘Straight, Place 
Show’ (20th) (2nd wk). 

Strand—‘Secrets of An Ac- 
tress’ (WB) (7). 


Place and 


(U) 


Hall—Drums’ (UA) 


and 











(Rep), split with ‘Renegade Ranger’ 
(RKO) and ‘Chaser’ (M-G). Fair, 
$900. Last week, ‘Black Bandit’ (U) 
and ‘Paradise Express’ (Rep), split 
with ‘Mexicali Kid’ (Mono) and 
‘Blockheads’ (M-G), all right, $900. 
Lincoln (Cooper) (1,600; 10-25-35) 
—Always Goodbye’ (20th) and ‘Keep 
Smiling’ (20th). Will touch or bet- 
ter $3,000, good. Last week, ‘Miss 
Broadway’ (20th), split with ‘Love, 
Honor’ (WB), did fairly well, $2,- 
700, after much better expectancy. 
| Stuart (Cooper) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
' ‘Lucky Star’ (20th). Will rate $3,800, 
which is nice. Last week, ‘Spawn’ 
(Par), managed to get $3,500, all 
right. 


HEIDT- ‘SAILOR’ 
SMASH 196 IN 
OMAHA 


—____— 


Omaha, Sept. 27. 

It’s one-way traffic towards the 
Orpheum this week, with ‘Give Me a 
Sailor’ and Horace Heidt’s band 
packing them in with five shows 
daily. Looks like a very profitable 
$19,000. House is trying something 
new in a 25c ‘bargain hour’ starting 
at 10 a.m. 

Nabe houses are thankful for close 
of roller derby after a 25-day run, 
drawing average nitely attendance 
of 4,000, a lot of it with paper. Gen- 
eral theatre business, however, stays 
on the upcurve, which started about 
six weeks ago. 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (950-650-810; 10-25) ‘Men Not 
Gods’ (UA), first-run, and ‘Cowboy’ 
(FN) dual, split with ‘Mans Castle’ 
(Col-reissue) and ‘Troop Ship’ (UA) 
dual, two days; ‘My Bill’ (FN) and 
‘Woman Against Woman’ (M-G) 
dual, last two days. Fairish $1,900. 
Last week, ‘Kidnapped’ (20th) and 
‘Seven Seas’ (M-G) dual, first half; 
‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par), ‘Sky Giant’ 
(RKO) and ‘Devils Party’ (U) 
tripler, last half, good, $2,200. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Daughters’ (FN) and ‘I’m 
From City’ (RKO) (2d wk). Headed 
for $4,700, okay. Last week, same 
bill pulled excellent $6,600. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) (3d wk). Looks 
like satisfactory $5,800 after big 
$26,500 in first two weeks, including 
world premiere. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-35- 
55)—‘Sailor’ (Par) and Horace 
Heidt’s orch on stage. Aiming at big 
$19,000, with five shows daily and a 
Saturday midnight show. Last week, 
‘Sinners’ (Par) and ‘Million’ (20th), 
prosperous $10,300. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
— ‘Prison Break’ (U), ‘Arizona’ (Col) 
and ‘Sailing Along’ (20th), all first- 
runners, tripler, split with ‘Valley 
Raiders’ (Rep), first-run, ‘Sky Giant’ 
(RKO) and ‘My Bill’ (FN), tripler. 








So-so $1,400. Last week, ‘Hills’ 
Ree ‘Poansom’ (GN) and ‘Rio 
all _first-runners. 

“ing Plains’ 

* (20th) 
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Astaire-Rogers $90,000, Marxes Big a 
With 376, Merman-Garber-Moon’ 
Ditto, ‘Co-Ed 40G—OK B'way B.0. 





The Jewish New Year’s Monday 
(26) and yesterday (Tues.), with 
good weather prevailing, brought 
downtown Broadway a spurt in 
business that ran 25% and more 
above advance expectations. Extra 
shows were put on in most cases 
Monday (26) and some attractions 
which had started out disappoint- 
ingly will owe much of their recov- 
ery to the holidays. Many persons 
took time out to listen to Hitler’s 
speech at 2 p. m. Monday. but box 


offices boomed iust the same, the 
downtown sects drawing large 
crowds. 


Numerous new pictures came in, 
only hoidovers being ‘Boys Town’ 
and ‘Spawn of North,’ both on third 
weeks. ‘Spawn,’ with the Eddy 
Duchin band, at the Paramount fin- 
ished very strongly on its third lap 
ending last night (Tues.), topping 
$30,000. House did as much as $5,000 
Monday (26), thereby losing a bet 
for Y. Frank Freeman, who guessed 
away under that early in the morn- 
ing, and last night (Tues.), a pre- 
view of ‘If I Were King’ added to the 
hypo. ‘King’ opens today (Wed.) 
with Tommy Dorsey orchestra. ‘Boys 
Town’ isn’t as powerful on its third 
week which will be up tonight 
(Wed.) but at about $17,000 will be 
okay, giving the Cap one of the best 
profits it has drawn from a single 
feature in a good, long time. 


Of the fresh first runs, the strongest 
are ‘Room Service,’ at the Rivoli, 
and ‘Garden of the Moon,’ with Jan 
Garber, at the stage-show Strand. 
‘Service’ lopes off on its second week 
today (Wed.) after smashing through 
to $37,000 the first seven days with- 
out benefit of a stage bill and against 
a lot of in-person opposition. Mean- 
time, the Strand is pushing ener- 
getically toward the same figure of 
$37,000 or bit over, beating the two 
prior shows under its new combina- 
tion policy. ‘Garden of Moon’ 
started out ordinarily Friday (23) 
when business was away off every- 
where for some reason, but snapped 
into action surprisingly over the 
weekend and holidays to push to 
the $37,000 point. Picture and Gar- 
ber, plus Ethel Merman, will hold 
over. 


Harry Gourfain, who is producing 
the shows at the Strand, and Zeb 
Epstein, who succeeded B. F. (Dinty) 
Moore in operation of the theatre, 
are both conceded to be doing a 
bang-up job here. Ostensibly the 
Strand policy isn’t cutting into the 
Paramount at all. It seems, on the 
other hand, to be interfering with 
the Roxy and State. The Roxy does 
not use name bands or personalities 
except on rare occasions which may 
mean, the pictures being equal, that 
the Strand enjoys an edge under its 
b. o. in-person policy. 

This week the Roxy will push to 
possibly $40,000, not smash but okay, 
aided by holidays, with ‘Hold That 
Co-Ed.’ Despite the holidays, how- 
ever, the State is quite disappoint- 
ing at $18,500 or so with ‘Three 
Loves Has Nancy,’ plus Benny Fields 
and Block and Sully. It’s apparently 
a case this week where the Roxy 
benefits by the picture and the State 
suffers heavily from its film feature, 
Fields and Block-Sully not being 
enough to offset the deficiency. 

‘Carefree’ gets but one week at the 
Music Hall though it may finish at as 
much as $90,000 with the good holi- 
day play. ‘Drums’ opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Remnants of Broadway business 
seattered. ‘Wanted by Police’ is out- 
distancing lesser first runs and will 
get the Globe a probable $8,000, 
good. Against this the Rialto fin- 
ished with ‘Fugitives for Night’ Mon- 
day night (26) at $6,500, mildish, and 
Criterion is going nowhere at all 
with ‘Campus Confessions,’ looking 
less than $5,000. 

‘Marie Antoinette’ last week (5th) 
dropped to $11,200 from $15,200 
scored prior week but satisfactory. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )-— 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G) (6th week). Last 
week (5th) went off to $11,200, com- 
pared with $15,200 the previous (4th) 
week. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )--- 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) (3d-final week). 
Ends 21-day run tonight (Wed. ), final 
“lap looking about $17,000, okay. Sec- 
ond week was around $22,000. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Cam- 


pus Confessions’ (Par). Getting no- 
where, under $5,000. Last week, 
‘Come On, Leatherneck’ (Rep), 


around $5,000, also poor. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55)—‘Wanted 
by Police’ (Mono). This one doing 
well, appearing $8,000 or there- 
abouts. In ahead, ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th) 
went to $8,300, nice. 

Palace (1,700: 25-35-55)—‘Four 
Daughters’ (WB) (2d run) and 





‘Breaking the Ice’ (RKO) (1st run), 


$9,500. 





Last week, ‘Alexander’ 
(20th) (2d run), singly, did $11,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—If I Were King’ (Par) and Tommy 
Dorsey orchestra. Opens here today 
(Wed.). The third week for ‘Spawn’ 
(Par) and Eddy Duchin was slightly 
over $30,000, very good, after a sec- 
ond week’s take of $40,000, excel- 
lent, and first of $53,000, huge profits. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
-60-84-99-$1.65 )—‘Carefree’ (RKO) 
and stage show. Astaire-Rogers 
musical didn’t catch on big and gets 
only one week; holiday helped 
toward possible $90,000 which, aside 
from no holdover, is good. Last 
week (3d) for ‘You Can’t Take It’ 
(Col) also $90,000, picture exhibiting 
great staying qualities. Total on 
three weeks’ run amounted to 
$311,000. ‘Drums’ (UA) opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—‘Mr. Doodle 


Kicks Off’ (RKO). Opened here 
yesterday (Tues.). Full week for 
‘Fugitives for Night’ (RKO) only 


$6,500, no squawk but not good. 

Riveli (2,092; 25-40-55-85 )—‘Room 
Service’ (RKO) (2d week). Starts 
on holdover today (Wed.) after scor- 
ing pretty $37,000 first seven days, 
best for house in ages. Last week 
third for ‘Letter of Introduction 
(U), under $5,000, poor. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Hold 
That Co-Ed’ (20th) and stage show. 
Football comedy got off very slowly 
but picked up amazingly and may 
push to $40,000, satisfactory though 
not smashy. ‘My Lucky Star’ (20th) 
picked up a bit last week but not 
enough to make a vital difference, 
ending at $32,500 after initial seven 
days of $42,500, but agreeable profit. 
‘Straight, Place and Show’ (20th) 
opens Friday (30). 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘Garden 
ot Moon’ (WB), Ethel Merman, Jan 
Garber band. Remarkable recovery 
from ordinary opening will mean 
$37,000 or bit ove> on week, best for 
house since instaliing combination 
policy month ago. Holds. Last 
week, second for ‘Valley of Giants’ 
(WB) and Ozzie Nelson, Harriet 
Hilliard and Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis 
close to $24,000, very good. 

State (3,450;  35-55-75)-—"Three 
Loves’ (M-G) and, on vaude bill, 
Benny Fields and team of Block and 
Sully. Stage show not. strong 
enough to make up for weakness of 
feature and $18,500 looks the answer, 
disappointing. In ahead, ‘Sing You 
Sinners’ (Par) (2d run) and Duke 
Ellington, under $23,000, oke but 
considerably below hopes. 


TOWN-VAUDE 
TOP BALTO, 
$16,000 





Baltimore, Sept. 27. 

Strong product helping maintain 
steady pace all around here. ‘Boys 
Town’ and new ‘Musical Divertisse- 
ment’ stage flash at Loew’s Century 
fighting it out for town’s lead with 
combo Hipp featuring strong line- 
up of ‘I Am the Law’ and Ina Ray 
Hutton’s orch, but Tracy-Rooney film 
is out front by comfortable margin. 

Nicely building is ‘Sing You Sin- 
ners,’ which left the barrier Satur- 


day night (24) and is holding up 
strongly. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15- 
25-35-40-55) -—— ‘Boys Town’ (M-G) 
plus new ‘Musical Divertissement’ 
stage flash. Drawing them in to 
solid $16,000. Last week, second of 
‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G), held 
nicely to $9,200 after bango opening 
session of $18,900. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) 2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-65)—‘Am Law’ (Col) 
coupled to Ina Ray Hutton’s orch, 
Maintaining ~teady pace to $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Annabel’ (RKO), thanks 
to strong vaude layout headed by 
p.a. of Chester Morris, got satisfac- 
tory $12,900. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—‘Sinners’ (Par). Good 
$9,000. Last week, ®-e days of ‘Sail- 
ing Along’ (G-B), n.g. $2,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Lucky Star’ (20th) (2d week). 
Mild pace to possible $3,000 on 
strength of dz-vtime play after un- 
eventful starting session of $4,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3.250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Daughters’ «WB) (3d week). 
Cashing in on good comment to pos- 


sible $6,500 after rosy total of $22,400 


doubled. This pair sheuld get about i for two previous weeks played. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





Wednesday, September 28, 1933 
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Henie Nice $8,500 in Mpls., Cagney 
Shearer H.0. Warm 


Cool $5,000, but 





Minneapolis, Sept. 27. 

Lack of outstanding attractions, 
outside of the hold-over, ‘Marie An- 
toinette,’ and the sure-seater World 
offering, ‘La Boheme,’ is holding 
down grosses. After a succession of 
big weeks, however, box offices can 
stand the present slight recession. _ 
Weakest of the newcomers 1s 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ at the Orpheum. 
‘My Lucky Star’ will fall behind re- 
cent Sonja Henie predecessors be- 
cause of its failure to make a strong 
impression with critics and custom- 
ers. After a sensational first week 
at the State, ‘Antoinette’ has moved 
over to the Century and continues 
to click profitably. 

Week-end trade was stimulated by 
an influx of visitors for the Minne- 
sota-Washington football game, ush- 
ering in the local gridiron season be- 
fore a crowd of 48,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) ($00; 15-25)— 
‘Racket Busters’ (WB) and ‘Num- 
bers’ (20th), dual. In for entire week 
and en route to good $1,500. Last 
week ‘Gladiator’ (Col) and ‘Sky 
Giant’ (RKO), $1,800, good. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40 )—‘Antoinette’ (M-G). Moved 
here after smash biz in its initial 
canto at the State. Still hitting on 
all cylinders and reaching toward 
fine $7,000. Last week, ‘Carey’s 
Chickens’ (RKO), $4,200, mild. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40)—‘Boy Meets Girl’ (WB). Crit- 
ics rate it better than play seen here 
last season but biz not there. Light 
$5,000 in prospect. Last week 
‘Algiers’ (UA), $7,500, good. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Lucky Star’ (20th). Scandina- 
vians here not turning out in antici- 
pated numbers for this one and 
Maybe Sonja Henie’s slipping locally 
at the box office, though mixed opin- 
ions regarding picture undoubtedly 
most important influence on gross. 
Good $8,500 indicated. Last week 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G), $12,000, very big. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Vice 
Trust’ (Indie). Playing up sensa- 
tionalism. Climbing toward big 
$1,600. Last week ‘Down Stretch’ 
(M-G) (reissue), $700, fair. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G). Gaining mo- 
mentum and likely to top fine $3,000. 
Last week ‘Yank at Oxford’ (M-G), 
$2.500, nice. 

World (Steffes) (290; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘La Boheme’ (Foreign). Built to 
order for house that caters to car- 
riage trade. Jan Kiepura a magnet 
here, and picture is likely to run 
several weeks. Good $1,800 indi- 
cated. Last week ‘Limberlost’ 

Mono), $300, poor, in four days, 


GABLE-LOY 176, 
AROUSES BUFF. 


Buffalo, Sept. 27. 

‘Too Hot to Handle’ is all of that 
at the Buffalo and looks to bring in 
the best business in town for the 
current stanza. Elsewhere grosses 
are moderate. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Hot Handle’ (M-G). Gable-Loy 
should get best gross in months, 
probably $17,000. -Last week, ‘Sin- 
ners’ (Par), slightly under estimates 
although okay at $11,300. 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘Spawn’ (Par) (2d run). Nine days 
for this and looks good $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Fugitives for 
Night’ (RKO), five-day double fea- 
ture struck fair $4,700. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—‘Antoinette’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Holdover does not look particularly 
strong, probably fair $7,500. Last 
week, first, fine $14,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40)—‘Co- 
a Be Mae 5 age Moto’ (20th). 

00 ,000. ast week, ‘Actress’ 
(WB), weak $4,800. » r 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,300; 25-35)—‘G- 
Men Step In’ (Col) and ‘Gladiator’ 
(Co:). Looks like fair $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Am Law’ (Col) and ‘Show 
On’ (G-B), neat $9,800. 


ASTAIRE-ROGERS, ‘CO-ED’ 
OK $6,000 EACH IN 0. C. 


Oklahoma City, Sept. 27. 

‘Hold That Co-Ed,’ at siterion. 
and ‘Carefree,’ at Midwest, are both 
paced for good $6,000. ‘Boys Town’ 
shifted to Tower for second stanza 
after swell $5,900 at the Midwest last 
week, 

State fair, in town all this week, 
should hypo b. o.s with large out- 
state crowds. 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
—‘Co-Ed’ (20th). Good $6,000. Last 











v~ 


week, ‘Sinners’ (Par), good $6,300. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-25)— 
‘Tough Guy’ (U) and ‘Men Fools’ 
(WB). No better than $2,000, below 
average. Last week, ‘Poor Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Prison Break’ (UV), split 
with ‘Born’ (WB) and ‘Meet Girl’ 
(20th), poor $1,800. | 

Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Carefree’ (RKO). Will cop good 





$6,000. Last week, ‘Boys Town’ 
(M-G), swelled to good $5,900. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 20-25)—| 
‘Music Mountain’ (Rep) and ‘I Cover 
Waterfront’ (UA). Should pull aver- | 
age $2,500. Last week, ‘Star Born’ | 
(UA) and ‘Leathernecks’ (Rep), cold 


$1,800. 

Tower (Stan) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G). Following one 
week at Midwest, should get nice 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Antoinette’ (M-G) 


(2d run), failed to make par at $2,000. 


‘HOT’ STEAMING 
TO 516,000 
IN K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 27. 

Line-up of films shows sturdy at- 
tractions, with Gable-Loy combo in 
‘Teo Hot to Handle’ at Midland over- 
shadowing. Film started bullishly 
at top-notch pace, but is figured to 
ease off somewhat due to negative 
word-of-mouth. 

Orpheum and Newman broke up 
their customary opening day poli- 
cies to bring in new films on mid- 
week dates. Single featured, both 
‘Four Daughters’ and ‘Sing You Sin- 
ners’ are showing sufficient strength 
to hold out for extra days. At 
Tower, where recent attention has 
been concentrated on vaude names, 
it’s the film which shows the major 
draught this week. 

Annual Jubilesta closed Sunday 
(25), giving show bvsiness back to 
the theatres, although most man- 
agers agree the event has been good 
for business in general. In the face 
of it, Benny Goodman set a new 
house record at the Tower last week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox-Midwest) (820; 15- 
25-40-55 )—‘Lucky Star’ (20th). Took 
over in middle of week and looks 
like first eight days will get $6,000, 
good. Last week ‘Letter’ (U), gave 
out in its fifth day of second week; 
$2,500 in short week only fair. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Lady Ob- 
jects’ (Col). Headed for $16,000, very 
good. At this pace will shade pre- 
vious week’s take. Last week ‘Boys 
Town’ (M-G) and ‘Danger on Air’ 
(U) big $15,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
25-40)—‘Sinners’ (Par). Soloing with 
a mid-week opening. Looks like 
nine-day run at least and chalking 
up $7,500, nice. Last week ‘Boy 











Girl’ (FN) proved less than an av- 


erage draw, $4,500 in seven days. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—Daughters’ (FN). In couple of 
days early and set to hold eight 
days. Long week looks for $7,800 
good. Last week ‘Clitterhouse’ (FN), 
$5,000, fair. 

Tower .\Fox-Midwest) (2,200; 10- 
35-55 )—‘Co-Ed’ (20th) with Johnny 
Perkins heading vaude. Take very 
light, $7,000. Last week ‘Freshman 
Year’ (U) and Benny Goodman’s 
band jammed in the jitterbugs for a 
new house record at $19,500. 

Uptown ‘(Fox-Midwest) (1,200; 10- 
25-40)—‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U) (reissues). Eclipsing 
everything of past two years, $6,300, 
phenomenal. Last week ‘Alexander’ 
(20th), in third week here and fifth 
in town, satisfactory $3,000. 


Guild Stands Pat 


(Continued from page 5) 














theory that there i: no likely ma- 
terial for such a sizable investment. 
No Coi,. \ uortage 

There is no shortage of coin in 
legit, the playwrights claim. On the 
contrary, there is a shortage of suit- 
able scripts. There are a number of 
producers who have backing, but 
can’t find satisfactory scripts, but no 
known cases of producers with likely 
scripts unable to obtain backing. On 
that theory, additional coin would 
merely encourage the production of 
unsuitable scripts and thereby in- 
crease the percentage of flops, but 
would not bring about any increase 
in the number of hits. According to 
the authors, flops hurt the theatre, 
rst help it. For another thing, it is 
argued that the period of frenzied 
production several seasons ago, when 
some of the leading managers had 
huge chunks of picture coin for use 
over periods of a full season or 
more, led to all sorts of extremes in 
lavish production and costly flops, 
but contributed tittle to the good of 
the theatre as a whole. 

Only signs of a possible future re- 
tu.n of Hollywood money to legit 
are what is viewed as a slowly grow- 
ing restlessness among picture execs 
and the undeveloped plan being 
worked out by a joint committee of 
studios and Guild reps. As for the 
former, some persons in position to 
know claim that it is meiely a ques- 
tion of time before the Hollywood 
en. will grow tired of trying to wait 
out Broadway. Whe. the studio 
heads are convinced that legit can 
get along without them and that no 
concessions will be made, they will 
resume Broadway financing, it is 
thought. However, that is merely 
an unsupported theory and shows no 
visible sign of coming to pass. 

As regards the plan being consid- 
ered by Hollywood and Guild reps, 
this was suggested almost a year ago 
by John Wharton, theatrical attor- 
ney. Fact that both the picture end 
and the Guild reps have worked so 
long without bein~ able to settle on 
a plan is viewed as evidence that 
the idea is extremely difficult and 
complex. On the other hand, the 
fact that both groups are still work- 
ing indicates they believe it has pos- 
sibilities, 





Hot Handle’ Terrific $20,000 Despite 
Frisco Crix; ‘Drums’ Loud $12,000 





San Francisco, Sept. 27. 

‘Too Hot to Handle,’ with Clark 
Gable and Myrna Loy, is pretty hot 
stuff at the Warfield. Gable and Loy 
always have been plenty potent at 
the b.o., although not treated kindly 
by the crix in this opus. 

‘Drums,’ Korda’s Technicolor pic- 
ture, at the United Artists, got off 
to a noisy start following nine weeks 
of ‘Algiers’ at this house. A second 
Technicolor picture, ‘Valley of the 
Giants,’ is faring fairly well at the 
Fox. Paramount, Orpheum and St. 
Francis all have holdovers. 

Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Giants’ (WB) and ‘Meet Girls’ 
(20th). Technicolor treatment has 


given this old-fashioned story a mod- 
ern touch, which is helping to put it 
over. Geared for $16,000, nice. Last 
week, ‘Daughters’ (WB) and ‘Higgins 
Family’ (Rep) slipped a bit and 
ended week with $16,500. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Annabel’ (RKO) and Maxine Sul- 
livan on stage. Latter getting a big 
buildup in ads and largely respon- 
sible for most of biz this week, which 
looks like $14,000, average. Last 
week, ‘Rackets’ (RKO) with Pinky 
Tomlin on the stage, average $14,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Am Law’ (Col) and ‘Freshman Ro- 
mance’ (U) (3d wk.). Biz skidded 








so badly in third week that Manager 


a 


Hal Neides had to yank this bill two 
days earlier than intended and rush 
in ‘Youth Takes Fling’ (U) and ‘City 
Streets’ today (Tues.). Latter two 
pictures will now run nine days in- 
stead of seven-day stretch. For five 
cays ‘Law’ and ‘Romance’ will be 
sucky to get $3,000. Last week (2d), 
v.g. $8,000 after first big week. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75 )—‘Has Nancy’ (MG) and ‘Actress’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). New Janet Gaynor 
picture with Bob Montgomery and 
Franchot Tone a honey. Holdover 
stint will get around $9,000. Last 
week, great $16,000. 

St, Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Daughters’ (WB) and ‘Higgins 
Family’ (Rep). Hopeful of $6,000. 
good. Last week (5th), ‘Alexander’ 
(20th), strong $5,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65). ‘Drums’ (UA). Crix raved 
about Technicolor treatment of 
‘Drums’ and liked its star, ‘Sabu,’ 
who made a p.a. here last week. Big 
$12,000 is anticipated. Last week 
(9th) ‘Algiers’ closed with good 
$3,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Hot to Handle’ (MG). Headed for 
terrific $20,000, big money these days. 
Twenty-four sheet posters have been 
up so long on this picture that **~r2 
was some danger of it °-- 
when it finallv 
week, ‘Co-F * 

(Rep). * 





Kyser-Moon’ Sock $32,000 as Al 


Pitt B.0.s Boom: ‘Handle’ Hot $20,000 





Canadian Sex Campaign 
Ties In ‘Damaged Goods’ 


Vancouver, Sept. 27, 

For first time on record, govern- 
ment authorities came through with 
whole-hearted endorsement of a sex 
picture when ‘Damaged Goods’ 
played the Plaza here. Highly con- 
servative English-type government 
consistently refuses any tieup which 
has suggestion of commercial angle, 
but this picture played in too nicely 
with the current campaign against 
sex diseases to be passed up. 

Resulting endorsements from Pro- 
vincial Board of Health, Parent 
Teachers Federation, and _ other 
prominent bodies engaged in social 
work put the picture over to excel- 
lent grosses,on its two-week run at 
this independent deluxer. 


GABLE-LOY BIG 
12G IN INDPLS. 








Indianapolis, Sept. 27. 

Business continues above normal 
for this time of year and is sur- 
passing last season’s figures for the 
same period here. ‘Too Hot to Han- 
dle,’ at Loew’s, is turning in a sock- 
eroo session to lead the downtown 
houses by a healthy margin. In the 
runner-up slot is Gene Krupa and 
his band at the Lyric in combination 
with ‘Meet the Girls.’ 

‘Four Daughters,’ at the Circle, is 
managing to build to fairly decent 
figures after a slow start. Apollo 
trails in the moderate class with 
‘Hold That Co-Ed.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Co-Ed’ (20th). Plunged in 
newspaper ad space, but take is only 
fairish.at $3,400. Last week, ‘Racket 
Busters’ (WB), lukewarm $3,000. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-30- 
40)—‘Daughters’ (WB) and ‘Missing 
Guest’ (U). Disappointing, although 
satisfactory at $6,000. Last week, 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) and ‘Sky Giant’ 
(RKO), $7,800, good. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Hot Handle’ (M-G). Gable-Loy 
team powerful magnet here with 
gross at $12,000, very big. Last week, 
‘Boys’ Town’ (M-G) and ‘Lady Ob- 
jects’ (Col), also $12,000, socko. 

Lyric (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Meet Girls’ (20th) and Gene Krupa 
hand on stage. Latter credited with 
drawing $10,000, good. Last week, 
‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) and vaude, 
$9,800, plenty okay. 


PROJECTIONISTS BONE 
UP ON TELEVISION 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 

New fad among the members of 
the Projectionists’ Union turned up 
here last week. Theatre reel-twid- 
dlers are going in heavily for a 
course in television operation being 
offered by RCA-Victor at its plant in 
Camden, Lessons cost $25 per series 
of five, which includes necessary 
text books. 

Boy Scouts at heart, the projec- 
tionists have been repeatedly 
warned that visio will be here in two 
years, and they’re being prepared. 


Power Off, 3 Illinois 


Towns Darken Cinemas 


St. Louis, Sept. 27. 

Picture theatres in Murphysboro, 
Carbondale and West Frankfort, II1., 
were darkened last week when van- 
dals blew up a 75-foot transformer 
tower with dynamite charges near 
Murphysboro, The tower carries 
juice generated by the Central ILli- 
nois Public Service Co. 12 miles 
from Murphysboro and the energy 
is transmitted to the Western United 
Gas & Electric Co. which distrib- 
utes it. 

Repairs were quickly made for 
Carbondale and West Frankfort con- 
sumers but Murphysboro was with- 
out juice until the next a. m. 














Small Gets ‘Duke’ Away 
Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Edward Small got his long delayed 
‘Duke of West Point’ under wav 2t 
General Service studic- 
Hayweard se: = 





Pittsburgh, Sept. 27, 

Town's biggest weekend in years, 
what with Sesqui celebration \ ing. 
ing up in a mammoth parade, Pitt 
footballers uncorking grid campaign 
at Stadium and pennant-bound Pj. 
rates closing home season, almost 
doubled normal population and in. 
flux reflected beautifully at down. 
town b.o.s. Looks like the top stanza 
here in several months, with every. 
body cashing in. 

Way out in front of pack is: Stan. 
ley, with Kay Kyser’s band and 
‘Garden of Moon,’ flirting with house 
record and a sure thing to come out 
with a new high here for band shows, 
Also hot is “Too Hot to Handle’ at 
Penn, steaming along in great fash- 
ion with ‘Boys Town’ at Warner, 
after great session at Penn, heading 
for a five-figure medley and likely to 
stick another seven days. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Place and Show’ (20th). Off a bit 
on tag end of week, but coasting 
through on great four-day start and 
should wind up pretty close to $8,500, 
good but not quite strong enough to 
rate h.o. House gets ‘You Can't 
Take It With You’ (Col) Thursday 
(29) for a run, with legit version 
opening against it at Nixon four days 
later. Last week, ‘Gladiator’ (Col) 
and ‘Reformatory’ (Col), poor $5,300, 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th) (2d wk). Gen- 
erally healthy condition of town giv- 
ing Henie flicker break and attrac- 
tion looks to wind up with around 
$5,000, or slightly better. Last week, 
‘Star’ went to $7,000, good, but a loss 
over takes of Henie in past. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35-50) 
‘Hot Handle’ (M-G). Gable-Loy 
combo spreading itself nicely in ac- 
tion-packed comedy meller§ and 
should have no trouble waltzing 
through with pretty close to $20,000. 
Ordinarily a h.o. figure for second 
week at Warner, but ‘Boys Town’ do- 
ing so well at latter spot it may stay 
over again and edge ‘Hot’ out. Last 
week, ‘Boys Town’ (M-G), terrific 
$26.500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Garden Moon’ (FN) and Kay Ky- 
ser’s band. Sensational’s the word 
for Kyser. Two years ago WB de- 
luxer wouldn’t take him for $2,500. 
Now he’s the biggest thing house has 
ever had in a band. Shooting at 
$32,000 mark, a new high for orch 
shows, and with any kind of break 
may even forge ahead of Judy Gar- 
‘land’s $33,000 to set a new Stanley 
record for current scale. Last week, 
‘Giants’ (WB) and Jan _ Garber's 
band, only $15,000, a big disappoint- 
ment. 

Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-35-50)— 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G). Moved after 
great week at Penn and still has 
plenty of stuff left. Paced for $10,000 
and may go above that to snatch big- 
gest h.o. biz site has ever had. prob- 
ably will stay another week. Last 
week, ‘Rich Man’ (M-G) and ‘Booloo’ 
(Par), pretty terrible at $3,800 in 
eight days. 


MARX BROS. BIG 
$14500 IN WASH. 


Washington, Sept. 27. 

‘Four Daughters,’ which rode in on 
push from the crix after cpening 
new nabe house week before down- 
town debut, is easy leader this week. 
Everything doing okay, with ‘Room 
Service’ and third stanza of ‘Marie 
Antoinette’ pleasantly surprising. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40- 
66)—‘Lucky Star’ (2°th) and vaude. 
No-name vaude li’‘le help and Sonja 
Henie alone won’t get over fair $17,- 
000. Last week ‘Boys Town’ (M-G) 
and ‘National Barn Dance’ on stage, 
smash $33,000. rs 

Columbia (Loew) (1,242; 25-40)— 
‘Alexander’ (20th) (2d run). Second 
week of reveat after two weeks up 
street getting nice $4,000. Last week 
same pic built to swell $7,300. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Daughters’ (WB) and vaude. Bally 
and reviews plus Wayne Morris on 
stage leading town with nice $19,000. 
Last week ‘Giants’ (WB) and Ben 
Bernie’s orch to good $18,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
‘Room Service’ (RKO). Big $14,500. 
Last week ‘Annabelle’ (RKO), lasted 
six days for passable $5,000. 4 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Actress 
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Coliseum, Once Ace London Vauder, 
in Successful Comeback; Names Set 





London, Sept. 18. 

The Coliseum, once the ace Lon- 
don vaudeville house, which has had 
many policies recently, mostly to 
crippled results, has gone back to its 
first love. Now in its fourth week 
of vaude, house is paying dividends. 

Management claims it’s not just 
another stopgap till something bet- 
ter comes along, but a determined 
effort to again put vaudeville on the 





map here. To prove it, operators 
are reported to have signed acts well 
into next year. 

Some of the acts already reported 
to have been lined up are Molly! 
Picon, Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon, 
Stanley Holloway, Elsie and Doris 
Waters, Evelyn Laye, Morton 
Downey, Eddie Peabody, Forsythe, 
Seamon and Farrell, Lecuona Boys, 
currently playing the Casino, Monte 
Carlo. Negotiations pending for 
Beatrice Lillie, Maurice Chevalier, 
Sally Rand, Simone Simon, Grock, | 
Eric Blore, the Comedy Harmonists, 
Gladys Cooper and Philip Merivale. 


WILLIAMS PLAY’S GOOD 
RECEPTION IN LONDON 


London, Sept. 27. 

‘The Corn Is Green’ opened at 
the Duchess theatre last Tuesday 
(20) to acclaim of the press. Play, 
by Emlyn Williams, will probably be 
his greatest success to date. 

Twentieth-Fox reported dickering 
for the film rights. 

‘Goodbye, Mister Chips,’ opening 
at the Shaftesbury, Sept. 23, is a 
quiet adaptation of the novel. Show 
is beautifully played but plot is 
anemic. 

‘Paprika’ closed Sept. 24 after nine 
days. ‘Idiot’s Delight’ is closing Oct. 8. 


Hoyts Shows $300,000 . 


Profit in Aussie for Yr. 

















Sydney, Sept. 8. 

Hoyts’ exhibitor circuit will show 
a profit of about $300,000 for the 
year ending June 30, about $85,000 
less than in the preceding 12-month 
period. Earnings rated a tribute to 
Charles Munro's capable direction, 
particularly since many exhibitors 
were badly pressed during this pe- 
riod. 

Probably the toughest break the 
circuit received was the outbreak of 
infantile paralysis, which cost ex- 
hibitors plenty in Brisbane and Mel- 
bourne. The 150th anniversary cele- 
brations and cricket air returns from 
England also cut into the boxoffice. 

Hoyts is well supplied with Amer- 
ican product, most of it under long- 
term contract. Under Munro, neigh- 
borhood theatre construction con- 
tinued in addition to considerable | 
renovating. 





2 Aussie Chains Compete 


In Valentino Pix Reissues 


Sydney, Sept. 8. 

When Stuart F. Doyle secured dis- 
tribution rights in Australia for the 
Rudolph Valentino picture, ‘Son of 
Sheik,’ reissue, it's reported he ex- 
pected to be alone with this type of 
oldie. After Hoyts’ executives saw 
the picture and made a deal with | 
Doyle, it had been set to premiere 
here Sept. 3. 

Greater Union officials, however, 
lined up reissue of Valentino's ‘The | 
Sheik, through Paramount. Result | 
was that rivals of G.U.T. found | 
heavy opposition when they opened | 
‘Son of Sheik,’ with the Par reissue | 
Soing in same day. Trade is afraid | 
that splitting of biz may hurt both | 
circuits. 








Big Biz in Cape Town 
Cape Town, Sept. 9. | 
A. B. Marcus revue ‘La Vie Paree,’ | 
in its third week at the Alhambra | 
here, under direction of African Con- 
solidated Theatres, is doing capacity. | 
Something novel for So. Africa is 
the ‘Curtain of Steam,’ manipulated | 
through pipes laid along the front | 
of the stage. It staggers audiences. | 
Ben McAtree, show's comedian, is a 
big click. 
Final week (12) 


starts Monday 


with ‘Marcus Follies’ of 1938.’ | 


Marcus Revue Does | | 


+ —_ 





French Exporters Seek 
Outlet in So. Africa 


Johannesburg, Sept. 12. 

Union of French Film Exporters is 
anxious to crash into the South Afri- 
can market, two films having gone 
into this country from France this 
year. American and British pictures 
have dominated thus far. France has 
60 to 70 features available for ex- 
port annually. 

Because only $5,000 to $7,500 is be- 
ing asked for French features. 
French Film Exporters may be able 
to obtain some business here. 


JAPS EASE BAN 
ON GERMANY 





Tokyo, Sept. 4. 
American distributors here are 
still sitting tight waiting for the gov- 
ernment either to let down the bars 
or continue the ban which would 
mean the end of their business in 


Japan. Embargo on films has been 
in force for a year and a majority 
of distribs have given up hope and 
are laying plans to quit the country. 

However, a ray of hope came this 
week when the government an- 
nounced that about $125,000 worth 
of German pictures would be al- 
lowed to enter the country via Man- 
choukuo, which recently made a 
trade pact with Germany ox: the 
barter system, with films included. 
Understood that UFA will distribute 
through Towa Shoji and Tobis via 
Cocco Film Distributing Co. Also 
announced that a similar deal is 
under way with the Italian govern- 
ment. 

Americans take the attitude that 
admission of European pictures on 
any basis, to the exclusion of U. S. 
productions, is discrimination, even 
if based on barter arrangement. 
Might be made basis for pressure 
from the American government but 
distributors are not too hopeful. 
Aside from a few weak American 
films, present releases all are Eu- 
ropean, with French in majority. 


Denmark’s Amus. Taxes 
Up 5%—$2,090,000 in All 


Washington, Sept. 27. 

Tax haul from amusements in 
Denmark hit $2,090,000, a 5% rise, 
with film houses contributing three- 
quarters of the total, Commerce De- 
partment learned last week. Take 
for the fiscal year 1936-37 was up 
$71,500. Fatter return from the cur- 
rent year is anticipated, American 
commercial attache at Copenhagen 
reports. Estimate is $2,224,000. 

Film houses forked over $1,628,000 
of the 1936-37 sum and were chiefly 
responsible for the gain in total re- 
ceipts. Theatrical performances 
were fewer but yielded about the 
same amount is in the prior year. 
Remainder came from circuses, which 
paid $39,600, up 6%, despite decline 
in performances. Little change in 
revenues from vaudeville shows, 
dances, races, etc. 


Current London Piays 


(With Dates When Opened) 














‘French Without Tears,’ Criterion—Nov. 
6, ’38 

‘Robert's Wife,’ Globe—Nov. 23, °37. 

*‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace—Dec. 
16, °37. 

‘Nine Sharp,’ Little—Jan. 26, ’38. 

‘Idiot's Delight.’ Apollo—March 22, '38, 

‘Wild Oats,’ Princess—April 13, ’'38. 

‘Banana Ridge.’ Strand—Anpril 27, ‘38. 
‘Glorious Morning,’ Whitehall, May 26, 


*38. 
‘Spring Meeting,” Ambassador — May $31, 
38. 
‘Lot's Wife,’ Aldwych—June 10. 
‘comedienne,’ Haymarket—June 16. 
‘She Too Was Young,’ Wyndham'’s—Aug. 


16 


‘The Fleet's Lit Up,’ Hippodrome—Aug. | 


‘George and Margaret,’ Piccadilly—Aug. 
30 

‘Thou Shalt Not,’ Playhouse—Aug. 31. 
‘Running Riot,’ Galety—Aug, 31. 
‘Miashing Stream,’ Lyric—Sept. 1. 

Room fer Two,” Comedy—Sept. 6 
‘Tobias and the Angei,’ St. Martin's— 


Sent. 
“the Last Trump,’ 
3 


‘Dear Oct 


Duke of York's—Sept. 


> Queens—Sept. 14. 
Lane—Sept, 17 
Duchess—Sept 
Shaftesbury—Sept. 


DUS 
‘Henry V," Drury 
‘The Corn la Green,’ 
: Mr. Chips,’ 


reloye 


23. 


20, | 


Lillie, Paul Draper Set 
For London Cafe Dates 


Loadon, Sept. 19. 

Beatrice Lillie’s return to the Cafe 
de Paris Sept. 12 was so successful 
that Martinus Poulsen, who’s also 
part owner of the Embassy Club, has 
booked her into the latter for the re- 
opening Sept. 26, when she goes in 
for three weeks, doubling the first 
week from the Cafe. 

Then is replaced at the Cafe by 
Paul Ddaper. Latter is slated to 
open in November at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, New York. 





Budapest Hits London 
Daity’s Attack on Poor 
Pay for Players in Stix 





Budapest, Sept. 15. 

Article in the London Observer 
about the distress of theatrical com- 
panies in the Hungarian provinces 
has brought repercussions here. Al- 
though there’s no denying the Ob- 
server’s story, Hungarian papers re- 
sent criticism of cultural conditions 
without being acquainted with local 
circumstances, 


Average salary of provincial ac- 
tors and actresses is $60 a month, 
but most of them earn no more than 
$25 to $35. Stars’ salaries in Buda- 
pest have recently been fixed at a 
maximum of $25 per performance 
for an actress and $20 for an actor. 
There are few exceptions to this 
rule, however. Actresses, too, inust 
provide their own clothes. Provincial 
hotel and restaurant keepers calcu- 
late fabulously low prices for mem- 
bers of the profession. A restaurant 
proprietor in one town supplies ‘two- 
for-one’ menus for players, a meal 
for two persons for 25c. Similar 
arrangements exist everywhere, but, 
nevertheless, the life of a touring 
company in Hungary is a perpetual 
struggle. In Kecskemet, a big agri- 
cultural town about two hours by 
rail from Budapest, there were 15 
at the opening performance of a 
touring company recently. 

When a newspaperman from Kecs- 
kemet asked Sir Anthony Eden for 
an interview some days after the 
appearance of the article, the latter 
is said to have answered that he 
didn’t care to talk to anyone from 
a city that was so indifferent to 
dramatic art. 


Kid Vacash Ups Sydney; 
Me!bourne Fair, N.Z. OK 


Sydney, Sept. 8. 
With the kiddies on two-week 
vacation, biz all over town took a 
decided uplift, despite mild out- 








break of flu. ‘Snow White’ (RKO) 
continuing strong in 15th week. 
‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ 


(20th) looks a cinch and ‘Kidnapped’ 
(20th) likewise. ‘Girl of Golden 
West’ (M-G) strong with the 
femmes, but ‘Yellow Jack’ (M-G) 
concluded a very mild three weeks. 
‘You and Me’ (Par) is decidedly 
weak, with ‘The Texans’ (Par) 
slated for run. ‘We’re Going to Be 
Rich’ (20th) and ‘Owd Bob’ (G-B) 
very popular, but ‘Of Human Hearts’ 


(M-G) not so hot. ‘Three Blind 
Mice’ (20th) started nicely. Uni 
will bring in ‘Rage of Paris” ‘Ro- 


mance fer Three’ (M-G) and ‘Return 
of Arsene Lupin ’(M-G) okay. ‘Ras- 
cals’ (20th) and ‘Port of Seven Seas’ 
(M-G) same. 





Melbourne, Sept. 8. 
Nothing really hot here. Metro’s 
‘Yank at Oxford’ looks to be the best 





currently. Rest includes ‘Four Men’ 
(20th), ‘Dead End’ (UA), ‘Broken 
Melody’ (BEF), ‘Boy of Streets’ 
(BEF), ‘Hollywood Hotel’ (WB), 
‘Cocoanut Grove’ Par), ‘Kate Plus 
Ten’ (G-B) and ‘Sailing Along’ 
| (G-B), 


Auckland, N. Z., Sept. 8. 

Dandy lineup set for Auckland, 
Wellington, Dunedin and Christ- 
church. Yanks have the most say 
with ‘Rosalie’ (M-G), ‘Vivacious 
Lady’ (RKO), ‘Three Comrades’ 
| (M-G), ‘Blockade’ (UA), ‘Baroness 
and Butler’ (20th), ‘Stolen Heaven’ 
| (Par), ‘Goldwyn Follies’ (UA) and 


| eels 





| ‘Varsity Show’ (WB). 





‘Tomack-Reis Bros. May 
H.O. After London Click 


London, Sept. 27. 
Sid Tomack and Reis Bros., who 





= 


Many British Theatre Operators 


Seen Defaulting 





‘Women’ Gives 2 Shows 


At Premiere in Oslo 


Oslo, Sept. 17. 

Something new in legit here with 
Charles Booth’s ‘The Women’ play- 
ing two performances night of re- 
cent premiere here. Shows were 
put on at 7-00 and 10:00, first being 
a sellout and second only slightly 
less. | 

John Borgen’s adaptation to the | 
Norwegian appears to have lost| 
nothing, laughs being spontaneous | 
and many lines heavily applauded. | 
Settings were excellent. 


SHANGHAI ROW 
ON FILM RENTS) 


Shanghai, Sepi. 12. 

Wrangle over product between the | 
majority on Film Board of Trade) 
here and Asia Theatres, Inc., is| 
blamed for the shuttering of the 
Metropol theatre, distributors refus- 
ing to allocate more pictures. Dis- 
pute is over new contracts for 1939 
product as well as features still un- 
released for current season. New 
Asia Theatres, controlling first-run 
houses, refuses to pay 50% film 
rental asked on top pictures. 

Asia Theatres, Inc., was organized 
this summer, being an amalgamation 
of three Shanghai companies for op- 
erating purposes. It’s Chinese-owned 
but has an American charter. Cir- 
cuit has reduced newspaper adver- 
tising 40% but publishers are threat- 
ening higher rates to get even. 

Understood that houses under Asia 
Theatres have only about three 
month’s supply of product, much of 
it several years old. Warner Bros. 
thus far has not discontinued sup- 
ply but Universal is expected to join 
other distributors in firm front. Dis- 
tribs appear willing to handle lesser 
product for next season on 1938 basis 
but want 50% rental on features. 

Fifteen 1938 features, including 
‘Old Chicago’ (20th), ‘Young in 
Heart’ (UA) ‘Test Pilot’ (M-G), ‘The 
Texans’ (Par) and ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(M-G) remain in distributors’ vaults. 

Representatives of eight major 
U. S. companies believe business will 
slip off this winter because of rate 
of exchange, distributors getting only 
about half the dollar revenue com- 
pared with nine months ago. They 
also fear that business in Hankow 
will be badly crippled if Japanese 
capture the city. Reimport duties at 
Canton, Peiping and Tientsin in- 
crease costs as do separate censor 
fees. 


BLACKPOOL HAS WORST 
SEASON IN 30 YEARS 


London, Sept. 17. 

Blackpool, the second important 
entertainment center in England and 
its biggest summer resort, which, al- 
though having a population of 
123,000, manages to cater to 7,000,000 
visitors annually, is in the doldrums. 

Main reasons for the drop are said 
to be the genera! Jull in the cotton 
industry, affecting the pull from such 
important manufacturing towns as 
Manchester, Leeds and Bradford, 
and the Glasgow Exhibition, which 
has drawn many who ordinarily go 
to the resort. Said to have been the 
worst season in 30 years. 


Hutchinson to S. Africa 
After Central, §. America 


Cape Town, Sept. 12. 
W. J. Hutchinson, 20th-Fox foreign 























;manager, is due here Oct. 15 for a 


check on developments in South 
Africa, according to Otto W. Bolle. 
managing director for 20th-Fox in 
South Africa. He’s stopping off first 
in Central and South America. 


Hutchinson will survey conditions 
here for about six weeks. Will go 


| opened at Ciro’s to big reception, | back to U. S. via London after hav- 


| will probably be held over. 
Club took in $5,000 opening night, 
} breaking record for the nitery. 





ing fulfilled his plan of visiting every 
20th-Fox distribution outlet in the 
world, 


on Expiring Quota 


London, Sept. 20. 
Last year of old quota setup is 
due to expire here next week and 
original Films Act will go out of ex- 
istence with hundreds of exhib 


sealps on its belt. Expectation 
when returns are made to Board of 
Trade, that very large proportion of 
theatre operators here will have de- 
faulted on their last commitment by 
showing under-stipulated percentage 
of domestic product. 


New law, which came into force 
last April, granted last-minute relief 
to exhibs by scissoring their quota 
from 20 to 15%. Otherwise, prac- 
tically all theatres would have failed 
to reach the required totai. Official 
figures indicate there was well in 
excess of the minimum available, 
but so much was of inferior quality, 
either from home studios or from 
Empire outposts, that many exhibs 
preferred to gamble on exemption 
permits instead of putting over prod- 
uct that would disgrace their screens. 

Nevertheless, many theatres will 
be under the quota, though it is not 
expected Board of Trade will take 
any action to penalize them. Old 
law is on the skids, anyway, and 
it would be difficult to enforce fines 
under a piece of legislation that no 
longer existed. 


Relief of 5% certainly eased situa- 
tion for many, but in areas where 
competish is stiff, indie operators 
were unable to make up. All worth- 
while British product automatically 
goes into the major circuits, so the 
rest are left with the alternative of 
showing rubbish quickies, playing 
second runs of better pictures or 
frankly falling down. 


Meantime, under new setup, situ- 
ash appears very much eased, with 
hardly a quickie production having 
been seen under the present code. 
Nearly all British films screened 
lately have rated better than ordi- 
nary and estimates locally put the 
quantity of local production well 
above the 12%% minimum the Act 
demands. That has been due to fact 
that number of U.S. imports are be- 
low the average, with only around 
200 having arrived over a half-year 
period. If Hollywood increases ex- 
ports (there are usually around 600 
U.S. films played here annualy), lo- 
cal studios will have to work fast 
to keep in step. 

But while actual production, which 
reckons multiple credits in its com- 
putations, is up, there’s no guaran- 
tee to indies that they will be able 
to play their quota. Most of the 
usable domestic films are naturally 
already booked by the circuits and 
indies will have no choice but to 
play second runs or default. In the 
latter case, they could not expect the 
lenient treatment they are getting 
under the old law. 

Position is that in remoter areas, 
where competish is not stiff, there 
are enough films for all, but in the 
industrial cities, and in uptown sec- 
tions of this city, so many theatres 
are throat-cutting each other that 
it would need at least twice the leg- 
islated production to provide pic- 
tures for everybody. 


16-ACT, 3-HOUR VAUDE 
FOR 25c IN LONDON 


London, Sept. 19. 
Harry Kaufman, local 10%er, has 
hit on new style of vaudeville enter- 
tainment. Has leased the Grand the- 
atre, Clapham, which has been starv- 
ing for years, and is presenting 16 
acts, twice daily. It’s three hours 
entertainment for 25c. top at matinees 
and 50c. top evenings. Acts are not 
billed, but sometimes include well- 
known standards of bygone days. 
House doing well, taking in around 
$4,000 weekly, good for this old spot. 
Agent is also giving away prizes. 





1S, 








Hoyts in Theatre Deal 


Brisbane, Sept. 27. 

Deal is under way whereby Hoyts 
circuit would secure a major in- 
terest in two ace theatres in Bris- 
bane through Dan Carroll, an ex- 
hibitor. This may lead later to a 
major link in Queensland territory 
with the important Birch, Carroll 
and Coyle chain, which has about 10 
theatres. 

Not revealed but understood that 


, two film houses sought are the Win- 


ter Garden and New Majesty. 
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| Here Comes— 
FREDRIC MARCH and VIRGINIA BRUCE 


Stars with popular appeal — in the most appealing roles of their careers! 
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HOLD THAT CO-ED 


(WITH SONGS) 


release of David 
production. Features John Barrymore, 
George Murphy, Marjorie Weaver, Joan 
Davis, Jack Haley and George Barbier. Di- 
rected by George Marshall. Story, Karl 
Tunberg and Don Ettlinger: adaptation, 
Tunberg, Ettlinger and Jack Yellen; songs, 
Mack Gordon, Harry Revel, Lew Pollack, 
Lew Brown, Sidney Clare, Jule Styne and 
Nick Castle; dances, Nick Castle; editor, 
Louis Loeffler; photography, Robert Planck, 
At Roxy, N. Y., week Sept. 23, '38. Run- 


20th-Fox Hempstead 





ning time, 80 mins, | 
GOVEFNUF. .. occ cece eecrens John Barrymore 
BE. okegceectewsse o0eeus George Murphy | 
Marjorie..........++.++.+.-Marjorie Weaver | 
Lizzie Olsen... .cccccceccsvccees Joan Davis | 
WOUIDUP. 6. cece veecccdcccccecs Jack Haley | 
Breckenridge. ......eeee+e8: George UBarbier | 
MN bss ca cwuareeds ceed hacen eu Ruth Terry | 
Dean Fletcher........-+-++:- Donald Meek 
BR. hes Késwetteseeeoedes Johnny Downs | 
PRRUSS ss cs ctcncccecoenscevosenst Paul Hurst 
BN 8g. 6k cb Ws Hoenesder e086 Guinn Williams 
The Twins........-..-+++++brewster Twins 
Grimeater.... cccesececessetesee Bill Benedict 
SLA ns.cc teed eden Maceo sce ae Frank Sully 
Coach Burke. ..ccccccsecees Charles Wilson 
NN: PROSTREET ITI TCL LL Glenn Morris 
Miss Weatherby......sssccces Dora Clement 
ON... veeecesetacuoes Russell Hicks 





On the wacky side and _ fairly 
amusing, but not quite making the | 
big league, ‘Hold That Co-Ed’ is a | 
football comedy that has the benefit | 
of good performances by John Bar- 
rymore and Joan Davis, a story that 


veers a little off the beaten path, 
some listenable music and a dance 
creation known as ‘Limpy Dimp’ that 
assays high in novelty value. Pic- 
ture is a little longer than it might 
have been and in spots the story lets 
down appreciably. 


Looking wilder than he’s ever 
looked and hamming \p his per- 
formance a lot, Barrymore plays a 
screwy governor of an unnamed 
state (naturally) who wins a sena- 
torial election by winning a football 
game. Taking his budget for a 
merry ride, Barrymore plays patron 
saint to a worn-down college and by 
unique means, as well as such acci- 
dents as Joan Davis, builds it up to 
bigtime status. A couple man-moun- 
tain wrestlers help do the trick, but 
the night before the game that is 
to decide whether Barrymore or a 
rival (George Barbier) withdraws 
from the bitter senatorial race, the 
grunters are revealed as_ profes- 
sionals. 


Plot is said to have some foun- 
dation in the saga of Huey Long, the 
Louisiana politico. Barbier, Barry- 
more’s political rival, has decided to 
build up a team of his own, and it all 
looks in his favor after the gov’s 
eleven has lost its wrestlers. However, 
Miss Davis, a tomboy character who 
revels in dropkicks, goes in at the 
last minute to win. She actually 
had made a dropkick earlier in the 
action, but for the big blowoff she 
is carrying the ball against a stiff 
wind. This scene is very funny, as 


| OLBCOR.c ccccccecsscced J. 


There Goes My Heart 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

United Artists release of Hal Roach pro- 
duction. Stars Fredric 
ginia Bruce. Directed by Norman Z, Me- 
Leod. Screenplay by Eddie Moran and 
Jack Jevne from original idea by Ed Sulli- 
van Camera, Norvert Brodine; editor, 
William ‘Terhune; effects, Roy Seawright; 
music, Marvin Hatley. Previewed at Grau- 
man’s Chinese, 
Running time, 81 mins. 


Bill Spencer... ccccccccccceces Fredric March 
Joan Butterfield......c..cees- Virginia Bruce 
Peggy O’Brien... .scccsccsccecs Patsy Kelly 
PennyPpePPer......eevsecereeed Alan Mowbray 
Dorothy Moore...............Nancy Carroll 
Mr. St6VOMS... -ciccccsvccse’ Eugene Pallette 
Cyrus Butterfield....... Claude Gillingwater 

| Pidshh: PUSRers obs cccsccccsaged Arthur Lake 

| Hinckley.........+++s++..Etienne Girardot 

| Detective O'’Brien........ Robert Armstrong 

Ne: Perret Peer Irving Bacon | 
Mr. GOPTRRR. cc ccccocevececses Irving Pichel | 
SPECT UTE TT OLUT TT CTT... me. 


Farrell MacDonald 





Hal Roach makes his bow as a 
producer for United Artists with 
‘There Goes My Heart.’ It’s a flying 


start for the man who first launched | 
in ‘Lonesome Luke’ | 


Harold Lloyd 
one-reelers for Pathe back around 
1915. Picture is top-notch comedy 
drama with plenty of zip and zing, 
and geared to garner important coin 
up and down the line, and generate 
holdover business in numerous spots. 

Picture contains many elements 
necessary to provide enjoyable en- 
tertainment. Script, with its com- 
edy passages, is brilliantly magnified 


\in transference to the screen through 


capable and inspired direction by 
Norman Z. McLeod. 

There’s a closely-knit story which 
is generally lacking in a picture 
containing as many wholesome 
laughs and comedy sequences as this 
one. Getting under way at the start, 
yarn moves with increasing pace, 
with no letdowns, and McLeod has 
skillfully guided it through dramatic 
episodes with a lightness and deft- 
ness that retains the sparkle and 
charm necessary in a comedy-drama 
—but too seldom secured. 

Fredric March handles role of a 
reporter, very similar to his por- 
trayal in ‘Nothing Sacred,’ with all 
the capabilities he displayed in the 
Selznick picture of a year ago. Vir- 
ginia Bruce is sweet and sincere, 
turning in a sterling performance 
that will further her standing. 

Story of the millionaire heiress 
who runs away from her drab exist- 
ence to become a salesgirl in her 
own store, finally winding up in love 
with the newspaper reporter as- 
signed to uncover her in the big 
city, has been nicely plotted. Of 
more importance, however, is the 
abundance of fresh and breezy dia- 
log throughout, combined with nu- 
merous comedy sequences that will 
be long remembered. And those 
comedy spots are really something. 
The writers and McLeod dug up 
some fresh laugh sequences to dis- 
pute contentions of gag writers that 





the wind’s strength not only holds 
her back (she tries to fall across 
the line several times), but the play- 
oo aaa are trying to reach her as 
well. 


Miss Davis is a near panic all the 
way, either on or off the football 
field and her presence, plus that of 
Barrymore, saves the picture. One 
of the funnier sequences deals with 
a wrestling match in which the 
brothers, later recruited for foot- 
ball, are mawling each other but, 
between grun.:, talking the deal 
over with Miss Davis, seated at ring- 
side. 

The romantic flavor is agreeable, 
though not, pungent. George Murphy 
and Marjorie Weaver, former as the 
football coach, latter the governor’s 
secretary, are on that major assign- 
ment. One of the numbers, ‘Here 
Am I Doing It,’ becomes a double for 
a love scene betwee Murphy and 
Miss Weaver, topped by an effective 
dance by Murphy. Other numbers 
are used more as background, in- 
cluding ‘Hold That Co-Ed,’ while 
‘Limpy Dimp’ is a special creation 
that brings out a novelty dance. It 
is done in the manner of people 
limping and employed in the pic- 
ture for chorus purposes, a group of 
students both singing and dancing it. 
Number has an enticing sound to it 
musically, and was specially written 
by wood Clare, Jule Siyne and 

ick Castle. ‘Heads High’ is by Lew 
Pollack and Lew Brown, while the 
other three numbers are from the 
— of Mack Gordon and Harry 

evel. 

Backgrounds provided are suitable 
in every respect and the sequences 
in which football play figures are 
well handled. A good deal of extra 
talent was required, representing 
student groups, game spectators, etc. 

The casting of minor supporting 
layers is satisfactory, Donald Meck 

ing a good dean and Barbier an 
effective Republican senatorial as- 
pirant, but Jack Haley isn’t the best 
choice as a stooge for Barrymore. 
His opportunities in that part are 
not great either. Char. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Sol Lesser purchased ‘Wings of 
Tomorrow,’ original by W. Anthony 


Rowland. 

Leslie Bain sold ‘She Wanted 
Danger’ to Columbia. 

Metro bought ‘The Love Machine,’ 
by Nard Jones. 

Edward Finney acquired ‘Little 


Miss Fix-It.’ by Betty Laidlaw and 
Robert Lively. 





every good gag has been used. 

Of particular freshness is Patsy 
Kelly in the cafeteria routine; her 
demonstration of a vibrator machine; 
and the ice-skating sequence with 
March and Miss Bruce, ably assisted 
by an uncredited acrobatic skater 
doing a tipsy drunk. Latter routine 
is a standout, and is due for repeat- 
ing with variations as soon as Hol- 
lywood writers get a peek at the 
picture. It’s too good for them to 
overlook. 

Patsy Kelly, slimmer by 40 pounds, 
is outstanding as a tough-and-ready 
salesgirl, providing many of the 
laughs on her own. Supporting cast 
is particularly effective. Nancy Car- 
roll and Harry Langdon get new 
starts in minor roles; former off the 
screen about three years, and Lang- 
don out of features double that time. 

Adventures of Barbara Hutton 
probably inspired original story idea, 
but aside from the department store 
heroine, yarn goes far afield of any 
similarly to the heiress’ escapades. 

Picture is given every advantage 
of smart and substantial production, 
and rates A calibre throughout. 


Straight, Place and Show 
(WITH SONGS) 


Hollywcod, Sept. 27. 

20th-Fox release of David Hempstead 
production. Stars Ritz Bros,, features 
Richard Arlen, Ethel Merman, Phyllis 
Brooks. Directed by David Butler. Screen- 
play by M. M. Musselman and Allen Riv- 
kin, based on play hy Damon Runyon and 
Irving Caesar; additional dialog by Lew 
Brown; songs by Lew Brown and Lew 
Pollack; special material by Sid Kuller, 
Ray Golden, Jules Styne; camera, Ernest 
Palmer; editor, Irene Morra; musical di- 
rection, Louis Silver. 





Previewed at Alex- 


ander, Glendale, Sept. 23, '38, Running 
time, 66 mins, 
Se SG he dst Caan oeenedis Themselves 
BE GAGA SES SULA GWhs cs ndccss Richard Arlen 
DDR Wdarsdebocses 606686464 Ethel Merman 
Barbara Drake.......eccees: Phyllis Brool:s 
BOs £468 6hb-094b100 0406645 George Barbier 
OWEEOEE 5 60. 5668080000000 6 Sidney Blackmer 
OME BIVOE ccc cccdeseeeccis Will Stanton 
{Ivan Lebedeff 
a SE ree e+eee{ Gregory Gaye 
| Rafael Storm 
Slippery Sol.........esseeee-Stanley Fields 
EERE. HUER 660204006 00006 ¥'t Tiny Roebuck 
SP ONOT o. 0s 00 6 6600006056008604 Ben Welden 
BPO UEEVG 60 5.0.656060600608605508 Ed Gargan 
PN 93 60.bgh00deniccesgegetus Pat McKee 





The Ritz Bros. second starrer for 
20th-Fox will definitely promote the 
b. o. status of the three funmakers. 
With less of the Ritz routines and 
mannerisms as displayed in earlier 
pictures, and more development of 
hilarious comedy mate-sial and se- 
quences especially suited to their 
talents, ‘Straight, Place and Show’ 
emerges as a laugh hit that will gar- 
ner profits in direct proportion to 
draw ability of the trio in individual 











March and Vir- | 


Hollywood, Sept, 23, "38. | 





Miniature Reviews 


— 


‘Hold That Co-Ed’ (20th). 
Football comedy of moderate 
entertainment weight. 

‘There Goes My Heart’ (UA). 
Roach’s first for UA, with 
March-Bruce starred, a comedy 
clicko. 

‘Straight, Place and Show’ 
(20th). Ritz Bros. laughfest 
cinch for above-average b.o. 

‘Personal Secretary’ (U). Mild 
newspaper programmer with 
limited marquee strength. 

‘Youth Takes a Fling’ (U). 
Pleasing romantic comedy with 
Andrea Leeds-Joel McCrea top- 
ping the cast. 

‘Girls’ School’ (Col). Light, 
bright comedy which only lack 
of marquee power relegates to 
the dualers. 

‘Fugitives for a Night’ 
(RKO). A lightweight ‘B’ about 
a Hollywood stooge. 

‘In Old Mexico’ (Par). A 
blue chip Hopalong westerner, 
to dress up the uppers and 
lowers. 

‘Wanted by the -Police’ 
(Mono). Hot car racket pic, 
|| with Frankie Darro, Evalyn 
Knapp and Robert Kent. Fair 
multipler. 














houses. For laigh purposes, and as 
a well-tailored comedy, it will stand 
as a solo attraction. 


Basically burlesque in broad 
strokes and no pretense at satire, 
picture is chuckful of nonsense with 
several crisply-timed laugh _ se- 
quences hung on the framework of 
a slender yarn. 


But the story really doesn’t mean 
much. When the Ritzes appear, au- 
diences expects laughs, and this racy 
comedy should easily fill the bill. 

Picture is all Ritz Bros. from bar- 
rier to wire. Richard Arlen, Phyl- 
lic Brooks and George Barbier are 
in the cast only to keep progress of 
the background story going, and 
have little opportunity to do much. 
Ethel Merman, however, does get in 
two song numbers by Lew Brown 
and Lew Pollack, ‘With You on My 
Mind’ and ‘Why Not String Along 
with Me?’ in her usual capable style. 

Based on a play by Damon Run- 
yon and Arthur Caesar, picture, 
after slow get-away, has been geared 
to fast tempo that rolls along at 
lightning speed, to finish with a rush 
when the R‘tz Bros. get aboard 
horses in the steeplechase and find 
themselves ahead of their own horse 
in the race, 

Reminiscent of ‘The Hottentot,’ 
with three riders instead of one, se- 
quence runs at high pitch for a 
lengthy stretch, with audience along 
for a laugh-ride all the way. 

Although the steeplechase is tops, 
it is closely followed by burlesque 
wrestling routine between Harry 
Ritz and Tiny Roebuck, smartly 
timed to tumble laughs on top of 
each other from start to finish. 

The Ritzes operate a pony-ride, 
and run across‘a hot race tip. Trio 
hop to the track with their bankroll 
of $15, playing it across the board 
on their nag. Ticket seller punches 
wrong key and gives ticket on out- 
sider, ‘Playboy’ that comes through 
to pay the boys 300—1. They iater 
are given the nag, which makes for 
most of the plot sequence. 

M.' M. Musselman and Allen Riv- 
kin are credited with crackerjack 
screenplay, with Lew Brown adding 
some fine dialog. Director David 
Butler maintains a sharp pace, and 
got everything possible out of the 
comedy material. 





Personal Secretary 
Hollywood, Sept. 27. 


Universal release of Max H. Golden pro- 

duction, Features William Gargan, Joy 
Hodges, Andy Devine, Ruth Donnelly. Di- 
rected by Otis Garrett. Screenplay by 
Betty Laidlaw, Robert Lively and Charles 
Grayson; originak by Betty Laidlaw and 
Lively; camera, Stanley Cortez; editor, 
Frank Gross; musical direction, Charles 
Previn. Previewed at Pantages, Holly- 
wood, Sept. 24, ’38. Running time, 62 
minutes. 


MGs Varrelh. diccscsccccss William Gargan 
SEs 0 s-ev bs 0006 sWhantuasebedee ed Joy Hodges 
"eee  LAWi8.\..:scctkesns s..--Andy Devine 
SEEN 4.5602 >-¢cebee00Ks Pes Ruth Donnelly 
Alan Lemke...........++.-Samuel S. Hinds 
See FLOORS. 60d hones cases Frances Robinson 
ee | ee Florence Roberts 
Wat Rs 00004000008 6b eehs Kay Linaker 
ee (As 66k 6 heed eeda cheno Matty Fain 
Blackmere..................Selmer Jackson 





A lightweight programmer that 
will suffice for the nabes and lower 
brackets of duals. With no names 
to hang on the marquee, and a mod- 
erately budgeted production, picture 
is just what it was intended—a 
pleasing drama with no pretensions 
of greatness. 

William Gargan, as a _ radio-col- 
umnist chatterer and personal ex- 
pert on guilt of defendant at a mur- 
| der trial, is a prototype of Winchell. 
| Latter is buffaloed by unknown gai 
chatterer on opposition sheet, who 
blows down all his scoops. After 
being in his hair continually, girl, 
whose ¢olumn takes on prediction 
as worked out by horoscopes, de- 
cides to get Gargan’s birthdate so 
she can print his horoscope. This 
!leads to her getting job as his per- 








sonal secretary, and being on inside 
of developments. Miss Hodges 
tangles him up plenty, but in so 
doing falls in love with Gargan. 

Nove! development is disclosure of 
murderer through pet dog in chat- 
terer’s office, when pup licks stamp 
and passes out. Through this, Miss 
Hodges is able to trace the real 
murderer while Gargan is on a wild 
goose chase. 

Production is standard for mod- 
erate-rated picture. Nothing to rave 
about in direction line. Photography 
is ordinary, 


Youth Takes a Fling 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Universal release of Joe Pasternak pro- 
duction. Features Andrea Leeds, Joel Mc- 
Crea, Directed by Archie Mayo. Screen- 
play, Myles Connolly; camera, Rudolph 


Mate; editor, Philip Cahn; asst. director, 


Frank Shaw; musical direction, Charles 
Previn. Previewed at Pantages, Holly- 
wood, Sept. 21, ‘38. Running time, 77 
mins, 

GN SM btescecabsavevesd Andpea Leeds 
Se Ns 55-4 cn ch eséucenseda Joel McCrea 
PUA eS sbaiseectdedaducbavas Frank Jenks 
PO .tobushatanbvanaseseeaen Dorothea Kent 
ts? SOUNNWNOS 2 cca ndicéweseas Isabel Jeans 
rf STI CeVE LITLE eTeree Virginia Grey 
LG b4 60's 6aceneeeeanes Grant Mitchel) 
GPUs kee dedby cd Seseceees Henry Mollison 
SM ep ee te eee Brandon Tynan 
Captain Walters.............. Oscar O'Shea 
Wns. WNT 6 05 eee ene ccdevetsas Granville Bates 
POOR WGINOT. ods ce cceseuccenees Roger Davis 
| RE pr nee Pee Willie Best 





Universal reached into the Gold- 


wyn bag of talent to borrow director 
Archie Mayo, Joel McCrea and An- 
drea Leeds for this one. Combining 
the trio with producer Joe Paster- 
nak, studio had expectations that 
picture would turn out as something 
to shout about. Missing that high 
goal, it nevertheless is good standard 
entertainment with many light and 
diverting passages. 

Combo of Joel McCrea and An- 
drea Leeds provides some draw 
ability, but Frank Jenks’ and 
Dorothea Kent walk off with all 
comedy honors. Latter should prove 
a satisfactory duo in a series of fea- 
pares being planned for the pair 


Picture has been given all-around 
production of high quality. Main 
handicap is dragginess of portions of 
the script. First two reels are par- 
ticuarly slow. Direction is well- 
paced throughout, but Archie Mayo 
couldn’t overcome the basic script 
shortcomings. 

McCrea gives an able performance 
in the lead, with Miss Leeds sincere 
and appealing. Jenks has an op- 
portunity to display plenty of his 
familiar characterization, while his 
wise and tough gal friend, Dorothea 
Kent, provides swell comedy touches. 

Joel McCrea, from a Kansas farm, 
becomes a truck driver for a N. Y. 
department store in which Miss 
Leeds is a saleslady. Girl takes a 
gander and decides he’s her man. 
With the aid of Jenks and Dorothea 
Kent, attentions of Miss Leeds are 
forced on the unwilling McCrea, 
whose continual brushoffs of the 
girl’s romantic overtures are the ful- 
crum of the plot. 

Very much of a lightweight yarn, 
but highlighted in spots with some 
enjoyable passages. Arguments be- 
tween Frank Jenks and Dorothea 
Kent, especially routine in crowded 
subway train, are. standouts and 
make up for story lag. Photography 
by Rudolph Mate is excellent. 


PHANTOM GOLD 


Columbia production and release, Stars 
Jack Luden, features Beth Marion, Charles 
Whittaker, Hal Taliaferro. Directed by 
Joseph Levering. Screenplay and original, 
Nate Gatzert; camera, James S. Brown, 
Jr.; editor, Dwight Caldwell: music, Lee 


Zahler, At Kiva, Lincoln, dual. Running 
time, 54 mins. 

SE Peet rr Perr ee Jack Luden 
RR Se ey eta Beth Marion 
SED 66.0.6 006055.00460008400's Barry Downing 
MMRCIOE os voc cdccccccceecs Charles Whittaker 
DG, s ccccescessecees 06esees Hal ‘Taliaferro 
nn, hg MEMEO TT Te Clark Davis 
PRMCAKOS, 6 ccc cccccce eevcee Jimmy Robinson 
en Jack Ingram 
DKA CA ghee h¢aheseetesceek eh Buzz Barton 
Ms 0.644300 440as endo bs bbekvi len Marin Sais 





The Jack Luden westerns are 
coming fast on the release charts, 
and ‘Phantom Gold’ is slightly bet- 
ter than the previous ones. Trite- 
ness of western story possibilities is 
still the curse of the series, but the 
surefire material of fist fights, gun- 
play, and the last minute saving of 
the day has been worked into ‘Gold’ 
by scriptist Nate Gatzert. 

From the ruins of a ghost town, 
a gang of looters prey on the trails, 
led by Charles Whittaker, who uses 
Marin Sais as a fence. Pickings none 
too good, he decides to fake a gold 
discovery in the old diggings, and 
then pounce on all the wagons and 
cars rushing with pick and shovel to 
the scene. Into this rides Jack Lu- 
den, in time to find the murdered 
parents of Barry Downing, and take 
the kid along with him. Suspecting 
Whittaker as a faker, Luden finds 
that Whittaker is right about the 
gold, but doesn’t know it. Luden 
files on the old diggings and then 
has a fight to get it. A trap set fot 
him catches the whole outlaw pack 
in a murderous blast. 

Film has quite a bit of snap. only 
ducking in those places where Luden 
is called upon to utter sappy dialog. 
Beth Marion’s femme lead is pe- 
rioded in manner of the kerosene 
footlight era. Tuffy, the dog, out- 
does all the humans in the cast in 
intelligence. Average biz in sight 
for it. Barn. 


—~—— | 
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GIRLS’ SCHOOL 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Columbia release of Sam Marx produc. 
tion, Features Anne Shirley, Nan Grey 
Ralph Bellamy. Directed by John Brahm’ 
Sereenp'ay by Tess Slesinger and Richard 
Sherman from original by Tess Slesinger, 
Camera, Franz Planer; asst. director, Art 


Black; editor, Otto Mayer. Previewed at 


Pantages, Hollywood, Sept. 20, '38. Run. 
ning time, 71 minutes, 

Natalie Freeman.....eseeeees Anne Shirley 
Linda SimpSon......eseeeese++-...Nan Grey 
Michael Hendragin..........Ralph Bellamy 
Betty Fileet.......se0. eecece Dorothy Moore 
Miss Laurel......... eocedeces Gloria Holden 
Miss Armstrong...sesseseses Marjorie Main 
GwWeMle. oo cdccccccccesce Margaret Tallichet 
WIPER Kc ccvieccccteseebecersws Peggy Moran 
WAP. ocacccccccvcesescces Kenneth Howell 
| Miss Brewster...ccccsess Cecil Cunningham 
Br... BIMOOR . occ cccnccesecees Pierre Watkin 
Mrs, Simpson,......+++++. +».--Doris Kenyon 





A wholesome and entertaining 
comedy-drama with sub-deb board- 
ing school setting. However, ‘Girls’ 
School’ is carrying handicap of an 
ordinary moniker that gives no ad- 
vance intimation of the sterling en- 
tertainment contained in the picture, 
Featured names of Anne Shirley, 
Ralph Bellamy and Nan Grey are 
not any too hot for that marquee, 
but picture is a substantial pro- 
grammer that will build on word- 
of-mouth comment. In key runs, 
lack of draw elements necessitates 
strong supporting attraction. 

Neither title nor cast names indi- 
cates the surprisingly humanness of 
the story, smoothness of direction 
and deft delineatiors of characters. 
Add two swell performances by 
Anne Shirley and Nan Grey, which 
should greatly enhance their re- 
spective standings, and top it with 
fine jobs by. all members of the sup- 
porting cast. It’s a bright combina- 
tion all around to provide a picture 
of decided capabilities, but there’s 
the question of wheth*r or not it 
can overcome the handicaps c”* poor 
title and weak top names to obtain 
attention it deserves. 

There’s gaiety, lightness, charm 
and drama in the story of an adoles- 
cent boarding school sub-deb who 
plans to elope after the senior prom 
with a moonstruck youth—and a 
great twist for windup with sole 
elopement being popular teacher 
and her boy friend, while the kids 
exclaim for the tag line, ‘Who'd 
elope with her? She’s 29 years old.’ 

Etching of the various characters 
was capably handled by John Brahm 
in his direction. Latter made two 
previous pictures for Columbia this 
year after arriving from Germany. 
Columbia execs figure he’s big-time 
directing timber, and present job 
shows such indications. There's 
warmth and realism in the unfold- 
ing of a rather simple tale of adoles- 
cent youngsters. 

Sound casting judgment was ex- 
ercised in lining up the competent 
group of supporting players. Misses 
Shirley and Grey click strongly in 
carrying most of the picture on their 
youthful shoulders. Dorothy Moore, 
whose early appearances indicated 
some fine comedy sequences later, 
was sidetrecked when the tempo 
stepped into high. Gloria Holden is 
excellent as the popular teacher who 
finally eloped, and Cecil Cunning- 
ham sternly carries off the role of 
dean. Beery, Jr., is on briefly near 
windup in well-performed job as the 
plumber boy. Ralph Bellamy, split- 
ting featured billing with Misses 
Shirley and Grey, only appears in 
a few scenes at the finish. 

Heather Thatcher delivering a 
lecture to the sub-deb: on charm is 
excellent in a comedy dialog se- 
quence that runs about three min- 
utes. Refreshing also is that there 
are no pillow fights, or other antics 
generally injected into boarding 
school yarns—and not one box of 
oe was passed around among the 
girls. 


Fugitives for a Night 


RKO release of Lou Lustv production, 
Features Frank Albertson, Eleanor Lynn, 
Allan Lane, Bradley Page, Adrianne Ames, 
Directed by Leslie Goodwins. Story, Rich- 
ard Wormser; adaptation, Dalton Trumbo; 


editor, Desmond Marquette; photography, 
Frank Redman. At Rialto, N. Y., week 
Sept. 20, ’'38. Running time, 63 mins. 

SORT MIGR s ccieccvsccecsses Frank Albertson 
Ann Wray...... Coecccceseces Eleanor Lynn 
PIOIOR. 6% iKcccee POCO eee eee ene Allan Lane 
eee Covccccccccoces Bradley Page 
Eileen Baker....eseseeee0e+-Adrianne Ames 
eS Parr eccecseseses- Jonathan Hale 
BOM WCGEME. 660 ccesee oecceeees. Russell Hicks 
PI 0 6006 6000066 6accent eee Paul Guilfoyle 





What starts out to be the epic of a 
Hoolywood stooge develops into a 
rather cumbersome, dull murder 
mystery in Lou Lusty’s production of 
‘Fugitives for a Night.’ It’s a ‘B’ of 
lesser importance, which not only 
lacks the distinction of being a No. 2 
feature for duals that means safe 
support, but has nothing for box of- 
fice lure in the way of cast members. 

The top parts are played in ordi- 
nary manner by Frank Albertson and 
Eleanor Lynn, while the others in the 
cast lend little to the proceedings. 
Page turns in the best performance 
as the star for whom Albertson 
stooges. He also is the surprise mur- 
derer of the finish. 

- The story, adapted for the screen 
by Dalton Trumbo, is slow, hack- 
neyed and colorless. Plot as well as 
dialog represents a handicap for pro- 
ducer Lusty, director Leslie Good- 
wins and the entire cast. The escape 
of the romantic leads from a situa- 
tion that places them in a dubious 
light in the face of a night club mur- 
der and their adventures by car. 
freight train and foot provide some 


(Continued on page 21) 
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WEEK rITL WHEN 
OF E PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
7/8/38 aawe Couhiee F. Stephani MGM Rom-Com. M. Douglas-F Rice Eddie Buzzel 15 6/29 
CRIME RING Mono Mono Western Jack Randall Robert Hill 53 8/3 
LITTLE WOMEN Cliff Reid RKO Mystery A. Lane-F. Mercer Les Goodwins 70 7/27 
DURANGO VAI LEY (R) K. MacGowan RKO Rom-Dr Hepburn-J. Bennett-F. Dee Geo. Cukor 117 11/21/33 
PAN ARENT "E 216 Gan A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-L. Stanley Sam Newfield 
aaane al GIERS At Sol Lesser 20th Western S. Ballew-N. Beery Ray Taylor 60 8/10 
MY BII L Walter Wanger UA Rom-Mel C. Boyer-S. Gurie-H. Lamarr John Cromwell 95 6 2¢ 
aT SIGNER Fe 7 Bryan Foy WB Drama K. Francis-J. Litel John Farrow 60 6/15 
7/15/ AIL Col Col Western J. Luden-J. Barkley | ~ Jos, Levering 54 9/21 
, out OF tae J. L. Manckiewicz MGM Rom-Dr M. Sullavan J. Stewart H. C. Potter 85 1/13 
GOLD MINE IN SKY Harry Sherman Par Western Bill Boyd Les Selander 55 8/17 
PASSPORT . C. E. Ford Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Joe Kane 60 7/6 
d Hot HUSBAND Sol Wuritzel 20th Com-Dr P. Moore-S. Erwin Jas. Tinling 74 7/27 
35 RF OaAROoe 4 Trem Carr U Meller G. Farrell-B. McLane Arthur Lubin 12 7/20 
7/22, = Col Col Drama J. Holt-C. Wynters Lew D Collins 6 08=S—té‘<S DD! 
My ROFTO neg ee Hal Roach MGM Com-Dr M. Booney-J. Garland Geo. Seitz 90 7/13 
jan. IDAY A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Musical D. Lamour-Burns-Raye Theodore Reed 17 7/6 
-LOO Cc. E. Elliott Par Adv-Dr C. Tapley-S. Asmara A. Lane CE. Elliott 60 8/3 
SKY GIANT Robert Sisk RKO Meller R. Dix-C. Morris-J. Fontaine Lew Landers 890 7/20 
LL GIVE A MILLION K. MacGowan 20th Drama W. Baxter-M. Weaver Walter Lang 710 7/13 
LITTLE TOUGH GUY Ken Goldsmith U Drama Dead End Kids Herold Young 85 8/24 
PENROD’S DOUBLE TROUBLE Bryan Foy WB Com-Dr Mauch Twins Lew Seiler 65 T/27 
7/29/38 SOUTH O* ARIZGNA Col Col Western C. Starreit-l. Meredith Sam Nelson 
STRANGE BOARDERS Geo. B. Mason GB Mystery T. Walls-R. Saint Cyr George Mason 
THE CHASER Frank David MGM Com-Dr D. O’Keefe-A. Morris-L, Stone E. L, Marin 715 8/10 
PROF ESSOR BEWARE Harold Lleyd Par Comedy H. Lloyd-P. Welch Elliott Nugent 90 7/13 
MOTHER CAREY’S CHICKENS P. S. Berman RKO Drama R. Keeler-A. Shirley Rowland V Lee 82 7/27 
HEROES OF THE HILLS Wm. Berke Rep Western Three Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 55 8/3 
LITTLE MISS BROADWAY D. Hempstead 20th Rom-Com S. Temple-G. Murphy-Durante Irving Cummings 70 7/6 
AMAZING DR. CLITTERHOUSE Anatole Litvak WwB Drama E. G. Robinson-C. Trevor Anatole Litvak 87 6/22 
8/5/38 THE CROWD ROARS A. Hitchcock MGM Rom-Dr R. Taylor-M. O’Sullivan R. Thorpe 2 8/3 
BAREFGOT BOY Sam Zimbalist Mono Drama J. Moran-M. M. Jones-R. Morgan Karl Brown 63 8/31 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND IN AFRICA Harold Hurley Par Mystery J. Howard-H. Angel-H. B. Warner Louis King 60 8/31 
I’M FROM THE CIrTry Wm Sistrom RKO Comedy J. Penner-L. Krueger Ben Holmes V1 8/10 
COME ON, LEATHERNECKS Herman Schiom Rep Sports R. Cremwell-M. Hunt Jas. Cruze 65 8/24 
MAN FROM MUSIC MOUNTAIN Chas. E. Ford Rep Outdoor G. Autry-S. Burnette Joe Kane 54 8/17 
PALS OF THE SADDLE Wm. Berke Rep Western Three Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 55 9/14 
GATEWAY Samuel G. Engel 20th Drama D. Ameche-A. Whelan-Ratoff Al Werker 73 8/10 
LETTER OF INTRODUCTION John Stahl U Rom-Dr A. Leeds-A. Menjou-Bergen John Stahl 100 8/3 
MR. CHUMP Bryan Foy WB Com-Rom Johnnie-Lola Lane Wm, Clemens “ang ON 8/10 
8/12/38 THE GLADIATOR David L. Loew Col Comedy J. E. Brown-J. Travis Ed Sedgwick 70 8/31 
RICH MAN, POOR GIRL Edw. Chodorov MGM Com-Dr R. Young-R. Hussey R. Schunzel 70 8/17 
THE TEXANS Lucien Hubbard Par Outdoor J. Bennett-R. Scott Jas. Hogan 90 8/3 
PAINTED DESERT Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-L. Johnson David Howard 59 9/21 
KEEP SMILING Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Rom J. Withzis-G. Stuart Herbert I. Leeds 65 8/17 
THE MISSING GUEST B. Sarecky U Mystery P. Kelly-C. Moore-Lundigan John Rollins 65 9/14 
aR RACKET BUSTERS Sam Jischoff WB Meller H. Bogart-Gloria Dicksen Lloyd Bacon 65 8/17 ea 
8/19/38 CONVICTED Col Col Meller R. Hayward-C. Quigley Leon Barsha 50 8/24 
BLOCK-HEADS Hal Roach MGM Comedy Laurel and Hardy John Blystone 55 8/31 
GIVE ME A SAILOR Jeff Lazarus Par Comedy M. Raye-B. Hope-B. Grable Elliott Nugent 80 7/27 
SMASHING THE RACKETS B. P. Fineman RKO Meller C. Morris-F. Mercer Lew Landers 68 8/10 
A ROMANTIC ROGUE John H. Auer Rep Rom-Dr R. Novarro-M. Marsh John H. Auer 
ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND H. J. Brown 20th Musical T. Power-A. Faye-Ameche Henry King 105 6/1. 
8/26/38 MARIE ANTOINETTE H. Stromberg MGM Drama N. Shearer-T. Power W. S. Van Dyke 160 7/13 
: SPAWN OF THE NORTH Al Lewin Par Outdoor G. Raft-H. Fonda-Lamour Henry Hathaway 110 8/24 
BREAKING THE ICE Sol Lesser RKO Musical B. Breen-C. Ruggles Edward Cline 80 9/7 
TENTH AVENUE KID Harry Grey Rep Meller B. Cabot-B. Reberts B’nard Vorhaus 56 8/31 
SPEED TO BURN Jerry Hoffman 20th Sports M. Whalen-L. Bari Otto Brower 60 6/8 
BOY MEETS GIRL Sam Bischoff WB Comedy Cagney-O’Brien-M. Wilson Lloyd Bacon 86 8/31 
8/2/38 PHANTOM GOLD Col Col Western J. Luden-B. Marien Joe Levering 54 9/28 
* AM THE LAW Everett Riskin Col Meller E. G. Robinson-W. Barrie Al Hall 99 8/31 
THREE LOVES HAS NANCY Norman Krasna MGM Rom-Dr Montgomery-Gaynor-Tone R. Thorpe 67 9/7 
UNDER THE BIG TOP Wm. T. Lackey Mone Rom-Dr A. Nagel-J. LaRue Karl Brown 63 9/14 
SING, YOU SINNERS Wesley Ruggles Par Com-Rom B. Crosby-F. MacMurray Wesley Ruggles 88 8/17 
CAREFREE Pandro Berman RKO Musical F. Astaire-G. Rogers Mark Sandrich 83 8/31 
THE HIGGINS FAMILY Sol C. Siegel Rep Comedy J. Gleasen-L. Gleason Gus Meins 62 9/7 
BILLY THE KID RETURNS Chas. Ford Rep Western R. Rogers-S. Burnette Joe Kane 56 9/21 
MY LUCKY STAR Harry J. Brown 20th Mus-Rom Henie-R. Greene-Romere Roy Del Ruth 90 9/14 
FRESHMAN YEAR Geo. Bilson U Comedy D. Dunbar-E. Truex-Lundigan Frank McDonald 65 9/21 
FOUR’S A CROWD David Lewis WB Com-Rom R. Russell-E. Flynn Michael Curtiz 95 8/17 
9/9/38 THE LADY OBJECTS Wm. Perlberg Col Com-Rom G. Stuart-L. Ross Erle C. Kenton 
: COLORADO TRAIL Col Col Western C. Starrett-l. Meredith Sam _ Nelson : 
BOY’S TOWN John Considine MGM Drama S. Tracy-M. Rooney-Hull N. Taurog 96 9/7 
STABLIGHT OVER TEXAS Ed Finney Meno Western Tex Ritter-C, LaRoux Al Herman 58 9/21 
IN OLD MEXICO Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-G. Hayes Edw.D.Venturini 62 9/28 
AFFAIRS OF ANNABEL Lou Lusty RKO Comedy J. Oakie-L. Ball Ben Stoloff 13 8/10 
SAFETY IN NUMBERS John Stone 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byi Ma! St. Clair 55 9/7 
PERSONAL SECRETARY Max H. Golden U Drama W. Gargan-J. Hodges Otis Garrett 62 9/28 
SECRETS OF AN ACTRESS David Lewis WB Rom-Dr K. Francis-G. Brent Wm. Keighley 
9/16/38 JUVENILE COURT Col Cel Drama P. Kelly-R. Hayworth-Darre D. R. Lederman 68 9/14 
TOO HOT TO HANDLE L. Weingarten MGM Com-Dr Gable-Loy-Carrillo Jack Conway 108 9/21 
MEXICALI KID Robt. Tamsey Mono Western J. Randall-W. Barry Wallace Fox 56 9/7 
KING ALCATRAZ Par Par Drama G. Patrick-L. Nolan-Naish Robert Florey 
THE RENEGADE RANGER Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-R. Hayworth David Howard 60 
HOLD THAT CO-ED D. Hempstead 20th Rom-Com J. Barrymore-G. Murphy Geo. Marshall 80 9/28 
THE BLACK BANDIT Trem Carr U Western Bob Baker-M. Reynolds Geo, Waggner 60 9/21 
VALLEY OF GIANTS Lou Edelman WB Outdoor W. Morris-C. Trevor Wm. Keighley 75 8/17 
9/23/38 STRANGER “ROM ARIZONA Monroe Shaft Col Western B. Jones-D. Fay Elmer Clifton 55 9/21 
WANTED BY POLICE Lindsay Parsons Mono Meller Darro-E. Knapp H. Bretherton 59 9/28 
CAMPUS CONFESSIONS ar Par Football B. Grable-H. Luisetti G. Archainbaud 65 9/14 
FUGITIVES FOR NIGHT Lou Lusty RKO Comedy . F. Albertson-E. Lynn Leslie Goodwins 63 9/28 
PRAIRIE MOON Harry Grey Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Ralph Staub 
TIME OUT FOR MURDER Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller G. Stuart-M. Whalen H.B.Humb’rstone 13 9/7 
YOUTH TAKES FLING Joe Pasternak U Com-Dr J. McCrea-A. Leeds Archie Mayo 78 9/28 
FOUR DAUGHTERS Ben Glazer WB Com-Dr Priscilla-Rosemary-Lane Michael Curtiz 90 8/17 
9/30/38 GIRL’S SCHOOL Samuel Marx Col Rom-Com A. Shirley-N. Grey-Bellamy John Brahm | 9/280 
YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU Frank Capra Col Comedy J. Arthur-L. Barrymore-J.Stewart Frank Capra 126 9/7 
MAN WITH 190 FACES A. Hitchcock GB Drama L. Palmer-T. Wallis A. Hitchcock 
VACATION FROM LOVE MGM MGM Comedy D. O’Keefe-F. Rice G. Fitzmaurice 
SONS OF THE LEGION Par Par Rom-Dr D. O’Connor-B. Lee-B. Cook Jas. Hogan 66 
ROOM SERVICE P. S. Berman RKO Com Marx Breos.-L. Ball Wm. Seiter 16 9/14 
OVERLAND STAGE RAIDERS Wm. Berke Rep Western Three Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman 55 9/28 
DOWN IN ARKANSAW Armand Schaefer Rep Drama R. Byrd-Weaver Bros. Nick Grinde 65 
STRAIGHT, PLACE AND SHOW D. Hempstead 20th Com Ritz Bros.-R. Arlen David Butler 66 9/28 
DRUMS Alex. Korda UA Drama Sabu-R. Massey-R. Livesey Zoltan Korda 101 4/20 
ROAD TO RENO Ed Grainger U Com-Dr R. Scott-H. Hampton S. Sylvan Simon 68 
aha GARDEN OF THE MOGN Lou Edelman WB Musical P. O’Brien-J. Payne-M. Lindsay _“usby Berkeley 94 9/21 
10/7/38 CRIME TAKES HOLIDAY Col Col Meiler J. Holt-M. Ralston Lewis D. Collins 61 ; rt 
STABLEMATES Harry Rapf MGM Com-Dr W. Beery-M. Rooney Sam Wood 
TOUCHDOWN, ARMY Par Par Football J. Howard-R. Cummings Kurt Neumann 73 9/21 
MR. DOODLE KICKS OFF Bob Sisk RKO Com J. Penner-J. Travis Leslie Goodwins 75 
THE NIGHT HAWK Herman Schlom Rep Drama R. Livingston-J. Travis Sidney Salkow 
MEET THE GIRLS Howard J. Green 20th Comedy J. Lang-L. Bari-R. Allen Eugene Forde 66 8/31 
THAT CERTAIN AGE Joe Pasternak U Mus-Rom D. Durbin-J. Cooper Edw. Ludwig 
ee BROADWAY MUSKETEERS Bryan Foy WB Comedy M. Lindsay-M. Wilson-J. Litel John Farrow 63 
10/14 /38 FLIGHT TO FAME Ralph Cohn Col Drama C. Farrell-J. Wells C.C.Coleman, Jr. 
; LADY VANISHES A. Hitchcock GB Rom-Dr M. Lockwood-P. Lucas Aif Hitchcock 
LISTEN, DARLING Jack Cummings MGM Rom-Dr Bartholomew-J. Garland Edw. Marin 
MR. WONG, DETECTIVE W. T. Lackey Mono Mystery B. Karloff-E. Brent Wm. Nigh 
ARKANSAS TRAVELER Geo. Arthur Par Com-Dr B. Burns-F. Bainter Al Santell 
A MAN TO REMEMBER Bob Sisk RKO Drama E. Ellis-A. Shirley Garson Kanin 
SUBMARINE PATROL Gene Markey 20th Rom-Mel R. Greene-N. Kelly John Ford 
THERE GOES MY HEART Hal Roach UA Rom-Com F. March-¥V. Bruce Norman McLeod 81 9/28 
eee THE SISTERS David Lewis WB __ Drama E. Flynn-B. Davis-A. Louise Anatole Litvak 
10/21/38 HOMICIDE BUREAU Col Col Meller B. Cabot-R. Hayworth C. C.Coleman,Jr. 
YOUNG DR. KILDARE Lou Ostrow MGM Com-Dr L. Ayres-L. Barrymore H. Bucquet 
MYSTERIOUS RIDER Harry Sherman Par Western D. Dumbrille-C. Fields _Les Selander 74 
MAD MISS MANTON P. J. Wolfson RKO Mys-Com B. Stanwyck-H. Fonda Leigh Jason 
ap MYSTERIOUS MR. MOTO Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller P. Lorre-M. Maguire Norman Foster 61 9/21 
MADE FOR EACH OTHER D. O. Selznick UA Rom-Com C. Lombard-J. Stewart John Cromwell 
GIRLS ON PROBATION Bryan Foy WwB Drama E. Flynn-B. Davis-A, Louise Anatole Litvak 65 
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if , studi . 
f seMind ‘ Hollywood watches ; 
ws hit from M-G-M! as hit 
dt ¢ s 
f : * 1's ENTIRELY IN BEAUTIFUL 
AX Hes, 
ni \t TECHNICOLOR! 
i i ) te 0 eee x OBO 3 
. a} < See . 
t bi Se ° se 
Hi OSS ee ae. 
i rf yICTOR HERBERT Love- Songs! 
ti i. | Thrilling melodies by the composer of “Naughty 
; . ! q Marietta’! Hear your singin sweethearts blend 
Hi } their voices in Mademoiselle”,"On Parade”, Wooden 
an. i Shoes”, “Every Lover Must Meet His Fate”, “Summer 
|} Big? Serenade”, “Pretty #5 a Picture”. 
j re : 3 A feast for the eye! Dazzlieg spectacle becomes 
; ey en more super by the mayic of Technicolor! 
; i j A CAST OF FUNSTERS! HEAVEN MADE THIS MATCH! Wait until you see the colorful “tulip scene” 
; oe? ° : and other eye-filling spectacles! 
ft ‘ Their greatest musical romance! Thrilling as they 
7 é were in “Rose Marie” and “Maytime’. you ve never 
Ue seen (or heard) Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson 
fe Eddy so breathtakingly marvelous! Their love story 
‘i | will wring your heart! Their love-songs will charm A Metro-Goldwyn- Meyer Picture with 
725 you as never before! 7 
i} FRANK MORGAN - RAY BOLGE 
iat . HERMAN BING 
favs 3 
Bit 
aR ib: From left to right —yarrulous Herman Bing. 
: hilarious Fran’ Morgan. nimble-footed Ray Bol HELM! 
Rh ger. and Mischa Aver (remember him in “My 
At ’ Man Godfrey?) - plus lovely Florence Rice F « 
i W . e in the background for extra somnenesl. by Hunt Stromberg Directed by ws 
ed ’ Van Dyke i Theyre still taking bows for “Marie 
3 in f Antoinette” and whe can forget their “Naughty 
A & Marietta’! 
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? THEATRE MEN 
STUCK UP FOR 
6715 LOSS 


Omaha, Sept. 27. 
Two theatre men lost $215 to 
stickup artists who used a toy gun 
for the robbery. The victims were 


E. A. Harms, Omaha theatre supply 
salesman, and Dale R. Goldie, ex- 
hibitor at Cherokee, Ia. 

Harms and Goldie were forced to 
drive to a sideroad, where the ‘gun’- 
men took $15 from Harms and $200 
from the Iowan. Later the stickup 
men were beaten off by another vic- 
tim who recognized the ‘gun’ as a 
toy. 








Pine Bluff, Ark., Sept. 27. 
The Pastime at Warren, Ark., was 
robbed recently of approximately 
$400. Safe was turned on side and 





Tarzan, Jr. 





Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Metro is making a nation- 
wide search for 2 five-year-old 
boy with bulging biceps and a 
yell like Tarzan. 

Leather-lunged moppet is 
wanted for the next Tarzan pic- 
ture with Johnny Weissmuller 
and Maureen O’Sullivan, 


LA'S 1%, TAX TAP 
ATTACKED BY 
EXHIBS 


New Orleans, Sept. 27. 


A dozen suits attacking interpre- 
tations of the state’s 1% general 
sales tax were filed in the district 
court here Saturday (24) by 
Louisiana theatre owners against 

















chiseled through the bottom. 


Detroit, Sept. 27. 


Pending sentence, Joseph Bush was 
placed under $10,000 bond last week 
by Recorder Judge John V. 8rennan 
after he had pleaded guilty to charge 
of robbing Kramer theatre of $42 
receipts last Dec. 19. 


INTERSTATE EXECS 
GO FOR ROLLER DERBY 


Dallas, Sept. 27. 

Bob O'Donnell and Carl Hoblit- 
zelle, who put up a tough fight 
against the invasion of the Roller 
Derby into this territory last year, 
have reversed their stand on the 
competition stunt and have moved 
in on it. 

Have closed a deal with Leo Sel- 
zer, entering into a Texas partner- 
ship with him by taking over the 
Texas franchise for the roller races. 


Campus Capers Gives 


Sears a Pain in Tummy 














Minneapolis, Sept. 27. 

Manager Bill Sears of the Or- 
pheum was kicked in the stomach 
and painfully injured by high school 
football celebrants who tore down 
canopy signs, filched several pic- 
tures from the lobby and then tried 
to rush the entrance to the show- 
house. 


With the help of ushers, Sears suc- 
cessfully repulsed the invaders, but 
suffered the hurt. 





Colo. Manager Critical 


From Proj. Explosion 


Denver, Sept. 27. 


John Lucas, 39, manager of the 
State theatre, Idaho Springs, Colo., 
was rushed to a hospital here fol- 
lowing a film explosion and fire in 
the projection booth. All his cloth- 
ing had been burned off and his en- 
tire body was covered by burns. His 
condition is serious. Jack Page, 28, 
operator, was burned on the face and 
hands and was treated at. Idaho 
Springs. 

A panic was averted when Dr. 
Freeman D. Fowler, coroner, leaped 
to the stage and shouted directions 
for an orderly exit of the crowd. The 
fire was confined to the booth. Print 
of ‘Give Me a Sailor’ was destroyed. 





3 Symphonics for Par 
Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Symphonic Films starts shooting 
at General Service studios this week 
on three classical music shorts for 
Paramount release. 

National Philharmonic-Symphonic 
orchestra records the overtures 
from ‘William Tell’ and ‘Merry 

‘ves of Windsor’ and ‘Blue Dan- 


ube’ waltz, under direction of Fred-: 


erick Feher, 


Alice Lee Grosjean, collector of 
revenue. It is alleged in each suit 
that the state demanded that on or 
before Aug. 20, under provisions of 
the public welfare revenue act of 
1938, the general sales tax, the com- 
panies pay the state 1% of the 
amount paid producers and distrib- 
utors for licensing the companies to 
exhibit motion pictures publicly for 
profit. 

The suits aver that all the pic- 
tures were produced in New York 
and California and licenses were 
granted Louisiana theatres under 
copyrights. The companies claim 
that they are not leasing tangible 
personal property within the mean- 
ing of the act but are merely 
granted an intangible right to ex- 
hibit the film under license. 

The companies contend, in the al- 
ternative in event the court holds 
that delivery of prints is. not inci- 
dental to the exercise of the in- 
tangible limited licenses, that the 
value of each print does not exceed 
$105 and that the weekly rental 
value of each print in no case ex- 
ceeds $5. 

The plaintiffs claim that the pro- 
ducers have paid a like tax, equal 
to or exceeding the amount imposed 
by the public welfare act, to the 
state of California, and that the pro- 
visions of the Louisiana law do not 
apply in such cases. 


INDIE WINS ZONING 
DECISH FROM FOX-WC 


Los Angeles, Sept. 27. 

R. D. Whitson, operator of the 
Vista theatre in Hollywood, won the 
first independent exhibitor dispute 
with Fox West Coast Theatres sub- 
mitted for arbitration to the recently 
formed committee of the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Southern Cali- 
fornia. 

Whitson was granted the zoning of 
the Vista as non-competitive to the 
F-WC operated Apollo and Para- 
mount theatres by agreement with 
Charles P. Skouras, F-WC president, 
and his partners in the Apollo and 
Paramount. Skouras not only agreed 
but went further in clarifying the 
zoning and clearance status of the 
affected area. 

ITO committee is made up of Al- 











‘bert Galston, Ned Calvi and Robert 
| H. Poole. 





| STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
20th-Fox picked up player options 
on Joan Davis, Cesar Romero and 
Lynn Bari. 

Vincent Lawrence 
deal at Metro. 

Warners signed Mary Wrixon to 
player contract. 

Florence George’s player contract 
|with Paramount abrogated by mu- 
itual consent. It had five months to 
run, 

Paramount renewed _ Frederick 
| Hollander’s composer pact. 

ert Gillet signed as cartoon direc- 
‘tor for Lantz Productions at Uni- 
| versal. 
| Paramount hoisted Dorothy White’s 
| plaver option. 

Warners lapsed Anita 
contract, expiring Nov. 1. 


inked writer 





Louise’s 


i, 





RECENT vaTINe 
AGAIN PROVES IT 


Operators Conclude That 
It’s Not Only Futile, but 
the Attendant Dissatisfac- 
tion Can Even Create An- 
tipathy—Vote on. Duals, 
Stars, Story Trends, Cy- 
cles, Etc., Are Refuted by 
Lack of B. OQ. Support 


NO TRUE BAROMETER 


Futility of polls as a means of 
sounding out public reaction to 
double bills, types of pictures, par- 
ticular stars and length of programs 
recently was brought to the attention 
of various circuit officials when the 
question of asking the public about 
the sort of stories it wants was 
briefly mentioned in the trade. Cir- 
cularizing patrons in various thea- 
tres, while regarded as fair publicity, 
means little or nothing, circuit men 
aver, speaking from their own expe- 
rience. 

Trouble with polls of public opin- 
ion basically is that it is entirely vol- 
untary, and consequently seldom 
gives even a fair cross-section of 
opinion. The voluble patrons and 
ones who never hesitate to voice their 
beliefs or sign out a card seemingly 
represent only a minority of total 
ticket buyers. Others who may have 
likes and dislikes will not take the 
trouble to bother with a question- 
naire, but express their opinion by 
what they pay for at the box office. 

Perhaps the most pertinent exam- 
ple of how this works out was the 
recent poll on double features. When 
circuits again tried carrying out what 
the majority seemed to want—the 
single feature programs—the theatres 
using them did healthy flops. And 
the circuits went back to dualing 
again, more than ever convinced that 
polls of patrons, while making inter- 
esting reading, could not be relied on 
at the box office. 
~Another thing that so-called patron 
polls develop is a certain amount of 
hard feeling with a percentage of the 
potential audience. When the results 
of such cockeyed polls are an- 
nounced, whether about the type of 
program, certain stars or variety of 
screen story, and the results are not 
carried into effect by the exhibitors, 
certain poll-voters are apt to scream 
that they are being ignored. Para- 
doxically, too, they specify a certain 
type of picture in overwhelming 
numbers, and then stay away from 
the theatre in droves. That may be 
traced, of course, to the fact that the 
poll really did not reflect correctly 
the opinion of a majority of theatre- 
goers. 

Producers and distributors fully 
appreciate certain. sentiment for 
homey, costly historical or spectacle 
productions, but they also cannot 
ignore the fact that often these pic- 
tures gross so little as to sour them 
on such for months to come. They 
realize there should be a certain 


register well at the b.o., but are not 
kidding themselves into belief that 
the mass populace craves them. 

In contrast, the rabid knocking of 
gangster pictures called a halt to 
films of this ilk for a time. Yet today 
there are plenty of healthy grossers, 
with the racketeer angle stressed. 

Consequently, polls of patrons are 
being frowned on by wiser heads in 
the business, because, first of all, they 
are apt to hurt business, and, second- 
ly, because past experience has 
shown they are likely to mislead cir- 
cuits, distributors and producers. 


| ‘MIRACLE’ AWAY 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
‘Westside Miracle’ got the gun 
yesterday (Mon.) at Universal with 
|Edmund Lowe, Helen Mack and 
| Dick Foran in the top spots. 
| Tom Lennon wrote the 
| play 
‘na 








screen 


Arthur Lubin directs. 


number of them, even if they fail to | 


OLLS A GAG 
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Ban on Bingo and 


Akron, Sept. 27. 

Akron theatre owners’ drive on 
widespread playing of keno and 
bingo in resorts and beer gardens 
has brought a definite upturn in 
business at the boxoffice, the Akron 
Independent Theater Owners’ asso- 
ciation reported today. 

Robert C. Menches, president of 
the association, declared that about 


the county are ‘within the law’ as 
far as keno is concerned, while 
about 65% of the city’s spots have 
‘quieted down.’ 

The independents began their war 
on bingo and keno as gambling 
when the games became so wide- 
spread that the theatre owners felt 


their boxoffice returns definitely 
slashed. The first week after the 
theatres induced Sheriff Walter 


O’Neil to put the lid on the games, 
Menches said business increased 10- 
50% and that there has been no 
drop in the take since that time. 

Menches said the drive would be 
continued. He plans to present this 
week to the state liquor control 
board a list of those spots which 
permit keno and bingo and at the 
same time sell liquor and beer. He 
will demand the state commission 
take action. Merchants, city officials, 
parent-teacher groups, ministers and 
civic associations have backed the 
theatre owners. 

Operators’ union joined in the 
drive with the theatre management 
when reduced business caused man- 
agers to ask the union for a reduc- 
tion in scale owing to the bingo fad. 





Chi’s Finale 


Chicago, Sept. 27. 

Giveaways, which had swept over 
this territory like a Goldwyn cy- 
clone, are on their way out. And 
primarily due to their own failings 
and weight. There is still enough 
demand for ’em on the part of the 
femmes when offered by the theatres, 
but the exhibs have reached the 
point of diminishing returns on the 
gratis dishes, cooking utensils and 
art objects. 

Cost of the giveaway stuff has 
reached such a high point that the 
more customers the more the the- 
atre loses. Exhibs have found that 
if they lose a little bit on each 
ticket, they can’t make it up on vol- 
ume; which is evidently what some 
of these exhibs thought they were 
doing. They were giving away items 
costing as high as 12c each on 20c 
admissions. 

This represents a climb of nearly 
300%, with the giveaway items of 
four and five years ago having av- 
eraged 4c each. But when the 
housewives were up to their necks 
in cheap dishes, the exhibs began 
stepping up the action with cutlery, 
food articles, clothing, bric-a-brac, 
house furnishings and even pack- 
ages of cigarets. 

There was no question that it in- 
creased business in practically every 
location, but the exhibs have found 
that it doesn’t pay to do additional 
| business when you give away prac- 
tically all your profit. Found they 
could have more money left in the 
| bank on a smaller gross without 
giveaways. 
| Another angle which is putting 
| the pressure on giveaways is the 











/new drift towards triple features | 


,here. Started by a fight between 
| two mammoth Essaness and Bala- 
| ban & Katz houses, the triple fea- 
ture bills are indicating the begin- 
ning of an epidemic in this terri- 
| tory. Should trend materialize, it 
|; would result in the complete eradi- 
cation of the giveaways since it 
would zoom the product cost up so 
| high that the exhibs would find it 
| impossible to cough up for three fea- 
| tures and then add to it the weight 
| of the giveaway price. 


Pennsy’s Appeal Set 
Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 

| Pennsy Supreme Court has set the 

'fourth Monday in November for its 





75% of the liquor and beer spots in| 


Keno Credited 


For Smart Upturn in Theatre Biz; 
Chis Triples Kayo Giveaways 


this state. Action at that time will 
be on an appeal filed last spring by 
the gimmick operators afier Judge 
Harry S. McDevitt nixed the games 
in Philly. 

Following McDevitt’s decision, 
practically every county in the east- 
ern and middle section of the State 
clamped a ban on the games. They 
‘have been gradually creeping back, 
however. Last week in Reading a 
Berks county jury found a game op- 
erator not guilty and bingo was im- 
mediately installed at the Reading 
Fair.. Likewise, some houses in 
suburban Philly have quietly 
brought the games back without 
squawks from police or district at- 
torney’s offices. 

Decision is also being awaited here 
on a criminal action arranged as a 
test of ‘Quizzo’ and ‘Hollywood 
Party.’ new games invented to get 
around the law banning bingo and 
banko, These were arbitrarily ruled 
out by Mayor Wilson, despite the 
fact that they had the approval of a 
member of the City Solicitor’s legal 
staff. 








St. Loo’s Respite 
St. Louis, Sept. 27. 


Banknite’ and similar b.o. stimu- 
lants used by theatre owners in 
Madison County, Ill. across the 
river from here, are expected to be 
resumed after a six-week’s layoff as 
the ‘one man’ gambling crusade of 
Dr. W. W. Billings, coroner of the 
county, was halted last week. The 
purge of all forms of gambling was 
undertaken by Dr. Billings when he 
charged the sheriff, prosecuting at- 
torney, and other law enforcement 
officers closed both eyes to the vio- 
lations. 


The pic shows were the first to 
abandon the bait that the coroner 
said ran afoul of the law. Then one 
of the largest lotto games in the 
middle west pulled stakes and 
moved into an adjoining county. The 
Hyde Park club in Venice, Ill, a 
casino which enjoyed heavy patron- 
age from St. Louisans, also folded. 
Minor gambling enterprises followed 
suit. While Dr. Billings was con- 
ducting his purge, suits totalling 
$50,000 were filed against him al- 
leging false entry, assault, etc. 


Last week the coroner in halting 
his purge activities said his efforts 
had convinced him that the laws 
could be enforced if the authorities 
desired and he would return the 
situation to them. He presented an 
expense bill of $222.23 to the County 
Board of Supervisors but action. on 
the matter was deferred until the 
meeting next month. The Hyde Park 
| club is going full blast, other forms 
|of gambling have resumed and the- 
| atre proprietors are expected to re- 
|new the bank nite policy to lure 
customers to their houses. 


State Senator James O. Monroe of 
Collinsville is sounding out the 
mayors of cities and towns in the 
county on his proposal to sponsor a 
| bill to legalize gambling for revenue 
j}at the next session of the Illinois 
legislature, 











Bank Nite Conviction 
Lynchburg, Va., Sept. 27. 
Defining bank nite as a lottery, 
| Police Justice Harris S. Birchfield of 
Roanoke fined Elmore D. Heins, v.p. 
jand manager of National Theatres 
| Corp., $25 and sentenced him to a day 
jin jail. The jail sentence was sus- 
| pended. 








Banko No Lottery 
Milwauk2e, Sept. 27. 

Welworth Theatres Co. of Wiscon- 

in, owner of the Hollywood, and Ted 

| Bolnick, manager, were found not 
| guilty by a jury of operating a lot- 
tery in the form of bank night. The 
| jury accepted the defense contention 
| that 1:0 ‘consideration’ was involved. 
| Purchase of a theatre admission 


from Quentin Reynolds’ origi- | final decision on legality of bingo, | ticket, the jury found, could not be 


banko and other theatre games inj labeled a ‘consideration.’ 
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z Acad May Drop ‘Oscars’ 


(Continued from page 7) 





of the board, and the reorganization 
committee, Darryl F. Zanuck, E. J. 
Mannix and David O. Selznick ten- 
dered their resignations, which were 
likewise refused. 

‘The board felt that the future of 
the Academy is too important to the 
industry to be jeopardized by any 
individual resignations at this time. 

‘The board decided to continue on 
its present basis until existing eco- 
nomic differences are adjusted and 
a more harmonious condition shall 
exist in the industry. 

Hope for Concerted Action 


‘At that time, the board hopes that 
Guild members, present Academy 
members and other artists and cre- 
ators in the industry will join in a 
concerted participation in the re- 
organization of the Academy, com- 
pletely free from economic or po- 
litical problems, confining itself 
solely to the advancement of the arts 
and sciences of motion pictures.’ 


Before the meeting Capra had ad- 
vised Zanuck that many Guild mem- 
bers felt the producers were asking 
for cultural cooperation, while at the 
same time refusing economic co- 
operation with the creative workers. 
He said it was impossible to arouse 
interest in the proposed reorganiza- 
tion unless the producers were will- 
ing to resign immediately and turn 
over control of the Academy to the 
workers. 


Because of action by the Academy 
governing board, the Inter-Talent 
Council may decide to mark time 
until it is determined whether the 
writers and producers can agree and 
an adjustment worked out with the 
directors. The actors already have 
a basic agreement, but are support- 
ing the other two talent groups. 

Inter-Talent Council is composed 
of Capra, Herbert Biberman, Lewis 
Milestone, Ralph Morgan, Elizabeth 
Risdon, Robert Montgomery, Ken- 
neth Thomson, Charles Brackett, 
Jane Murfin, Philip Dunne and Boris 
Ingster. Alternates are Elliott Nu- 
gent, W. S. Van Dyke and Frank 
Tuttle. 

Screen Writers Guild, following 
collapse of negotiations with the 
producers, secured blanks from the 
National Labor Relations Board for 
filing unfair labor practice charges. 
Parley broke up when producers re- 
fused to cancel agreement with the 
Screen Playwrights, Inc., and to 
recognize the SWG as exclusive bar- 
gaining agent for all scriveners. 

Hearing before the NLRB on pe- 
titions of the Screen Directors Guild 
charging 10 major film companies 
with unfair labor practice for re- 
fusing to bargain, and asking to be 
certified as collective representative 
for directors, unit managers and as- 
sistant directors, is now in its fourth 
week. Case is being heard by Wil- 
liam R. Ringer, NLRB trial examiner 
who also conducted hearing in 
Screen Writers Guild case. 


Delinquents Attacked 


Delinquency.lists of SDG members 
were introduced by the producers to 
show that many directors have never 
paid the initial dues, while others 
are delinquent from one quarter to 
two years. The Guild fought admis- 
sion of this testimony, but Examiner 
Ringer ruled it might have some 
bearing on the bargaining majority 
of the SDG at various studios. 

If the NLRB sustains this ruling, 
the SDG would have a bargaining 
majority at only two or three studios 
on the dates at issue in the hearing. 

Darryl! F. Zanuck, vice president 
in charge of production at 20th-Fox; 
Hal Wallis, associate executive in 
charge of production at Warners, 
and Tenney Wright, production man- 
ager at Warners, testified that unit 
managers at their studios are not 
permitted to direct scenes or handle 
second units, and have no part in 
cutting of pictures, Executives testi- 
fied that unit managers and assistant 
directors are hired, assigned and 
fired by the production department. 

Zanuck stated that his duties are 
to select stories, hire directors, 
writers, executives and actors, cut 
and edit pictures and to supervise 
previews to secure audience re- 
actions before the picture is shipped 
to distributors. The 20th-Fox head 
Said he spent most of his spare time 
Sparring with the Guilds. 

Asked about changing players in 
casts, Zanuck stated the studio prac- 
tice allows director judgment to pre- 
vail. He recalled an instance where 
Sidney Lanfield objected to Tyrone 
Power in ‘Sing, Baby, Sing,’ with 
Claim that actor had insufficient ex- 
perience and was raw in his lines. 
Although he disagreed with the di- 
rector after viewing the rushes, 


Zanuck said he finally agreed to re- 
placement of the player. 

Tenney Wright said unit managers 
are in reality assistant production 
managers. After describing how all 
departments aid in preparing a 
shooting schedule, Wright stated: 


Duties of Unit Manager 


‘A unit manager works out of the | 
| production office. I consider him 
| my assistant. He watches after 
| costs and sees that necessary sets are 

built. He is responsible in all ways 
'for business running of that picture. 
|He looks over the cost sheet daily 


| 


and always attends the 2 p.m. busi- 
| ness meeting in my department. He 
|is really the advance man for the 
production department.’ 

He denied either unit managers or 
assistant directors shoot scenes. He 
testified that a first assistant director 
cannot spend money not listed in 
the budget, while the unit manager 
pays aii bilis on locations and con- 
fers with the production office on 
any script changes requested by the 
| director. 
| Sid Rogell, studio manager for 
| RKO-Radio, gave similar testimony 
| with reference to duties of unit man- 
agers and assistant directors at his 
studio, 
| Testimony was submitted by the 
| producers in an effort to refute the 
contention of the SDG that duties of 
| unit managers and assistant directors 
|}are similar and often interchange- 
| able. This was done to show Guild 
jis a properly constituted bargaining 
|}unit although there is a wide vari- 
| ance between the salaries of direc- 
|tors and unit managers and assistant 
directors. 

Harry Joe Brown, associate pro- 
ducer at 20th-Fox, explained the du- 
ties of a director from the time he 
reports for work until the picture is 
completed. He also detailed work of 
a unit manager and assistant direc- 
tor. 

Examiner Ringer refused to per- 
mit the SDG to introduce testimony 
showing that producers negotiated 
a contract with the Screen Actors’ 
Guild, which they contend is a simi- 
lar bargaining unit to the SDG. In 
pleading for permission to place the 
producer-SAG basic agreement and 
by-laws of the SAG in evidence, 
Barry Brannen, counsel for the di- 
rectors, said: 

Ruling Called Prejudicial 

‘The ruling of the examiner in ex- 
cluding these exhibs is entirely 
prejudicial to the Guild’s case. It 
has taken us entirely by surprise. 
There are fewer relations between 
high-salaried actors and extras than 
between directors and assistant di- 
rectors and unit managers. 

‘The producers found no difficulty 
in negotiating a contract with the 
actors who had the same sort. of 
union setup as the directors. I 
would like for the record to show 
that these exhibits which are now 
excluded were admitted in the 
Screen Writers’ Guild case.’ 

Conference between film execu- 
tives and National Labor Relations 
Board on petition charging that in- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes is a company union 
and producer dominated has been 
postponed until conclusion of the 
SDG hearing. Parley was set for 
tomorrow (Wednesday). Dr. Towne 
Nylander, NLRB regional director, 
said the producers asked for the de- 
lay because their attorneys are now 
engaged in the present hearing. 

The Artists Managers Guild has 
appointed a committee composed of 
Abe Lastfogel, Bert Allenberg, Frank 
Vincent, Leland Hay'vard and M. C. 
Levee to confer with committee from 
the Screen Actors’ Guild on plan of 
the SAG to license agents. Levee, 
prexy of the AMG, said agents’ com- 
mittee was named for ‘the purpose 
of developing a program that would 
be of mutual benefit to members of 
| the two guilds.’ 
| Negotiators for 
| Adolphe Menjou, 
|Rathbone, Gloria Stuart, 
Wallace, Edward Brophy, 
|Eburne and George Murphy. 

Harry Mayo has resigned as vice- 
|president of the Junior Council of | 
ithe SAG to accept a job as studio | 
i|checker for the Guild. SAG by- 
laws provide that no Guild employe 
| can serve as an officer or member 
‘of the board. 
| Scores of film cases pending be- 
'fore the NLRB will be set for hear- 
‘ing at conclusion of the directors’ 
}case. Included in these are petitions 
| by the Screen Publicists’ Guild, So- 
ciety of Motion Picture Film Ed- 
|itors, Studio Set Designers’ Associ- 














the actors are 
chairman; Basil 
Morgan 
Maude 


New Coast Indie Chapter 


Los Angeles, Sept. 27. 

New local chapter of Independent 
Theatre Owners of Southern Cali- 
fornia and Arizona was formed in 
San Diego with John Keough, vet- 
eran indie exhibitor, as president. 
Chapter will function autonomously 
but under supervision of ITO. 

Other branches and chapters will 
be set up in Southern California as 
part of the expansion program 
planned by Albert Galston, ITO 
president. 


Jackass (a Real 
One) Elected; Has 
Radio-Film Bids 


Tacoma, Sept. 27. 

The Republicans of Milton, nearby 
town, elected a jackass in the flesh 
for precinct committeeman at the 
election and as a consequence radio 
and motion picture scouts have al- 
ready offered the donkey a spot. 
The mule was entered as ‘Boston 
Curtis’ on the ballot in the state 
blanket primary. Mayor Kenneth 
Simmons of the village said he 
wanted to prove that a certain per- 
centage of the voting public pay no 
attention to the names of the candi- 
dates. He also thought it would be 
a good joke on the Republicans, who 
had made no nominations for the 
post. 

He asked the owner of the long- 
eared animal if he could use the 
name of his pet donkey for the ex- 
periment. Chauncey Curtis, owner 
said it was oke if politicos kept his 
name out of it. When the mule re- 
ceived all of the 51 votes and was 
elected, May Simmons remarked, 
‘Let us bray,’ and now the jackass 
will be signed for radio and flickers. 

All the press services and special 
feature writers carried the yarn with 
art, which made the prank a nation- 
wide joke. 














Wichita, Sept. 27. 

Claude E. Main, Dodge City, Kan., 
Democratic candidate for Congress- 
man, has leased Wallace Bruce Play- 
ers, who have been literally packing 
’em in as come-on for speeches of the 
candidate in towns of western Kan- 
sas, 

Cast of 10 gives free nightly per- 
formances under tent which seats 
1,000. 





Cal-Neva 
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thousands of acres of land bordering 
Lake Tahoe in Nevada. In fact he 
now owns about half of the lake 
shore property in the state and it 
cost him a couple of million. He has 
erected a swank residence in a se- 
cluded spot and travels back and 
forth between San Francisco and the 
lake in a $75,000 amphibian plane. 
The plane was sunk in the lake a 
few days ago, without loss of life, 
but was retrieved and will soon be 
ready for airing again. 

Through Norman Biltz, Reno real 
estate dealer, Whittell is promoting 
the sale of land around the lake in 
large and small tracts and recently 
signed Janet Gaynor for a choice 
parcel. Paulette Goddard spent sev- 
eral days looking over the field and 
Bette Davis, vacationing at nearby 
Glenbrook, a lake resort, also had an 
opportunity to select a home site but 
as far as known did not. Robert 
Taylor also flew to Reno and spent 
a day or two in the Tahoe district. 

Idea of Biltz is to erect a high 
class gambling resort and club near 


' Incline, which is at junction of direct 


road from Reno and lake shore high- 
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sonate that yesteryear star of ‘Potash 
and Perlmutter.’ 

Other yesteryear stars in this cav- 
alcade of the theatre include Weber 
and Fields, and others. 

‘Invalid’ deals with the theatre on 
Broadway from 1900 to 1930. It 
traces a house from the time it was 
used for legit, then for burlesque 
and finally films. Scenes showing 
name players will be brief and are 
for montage effect, but are expected 
to have an important part in the 
show. There are well over 100 
speaking parts in the play, but the 
cast will be kept within 77 by iou- 
bling. Show is currently rehearsing 
for a scheduled opening Oct. 8 at 
the Broadhurst, New York. Pro- 
ducer is Sam H. Harris. 


MILGRAM-PIZOR 
START PLENTY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 

Feud between Dave Milgram, head 
of Affiliated Theatres, Inc., and 
Lewen Pizor, prez of United Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners, reached a 
new peak last Wednesday when 
Pizor, in partnership with Charles 
Segall. chairman of UMPTO’s board, 
opened a new house in competish to 
Milgram. House is the Chelten, in 
Germantown, and the original cause 
of the hatred that has now come to 
be generally known to exhibs as 
‘The Second Battle of Germantown.’ 
It is close to Milgram’s Allen and 
Walton theatres. 

First thing that happened in con- 
nection with unveiling of the new 
house was last Tuesday night when 
the Evening Bulletin called Pizor 
and asked if he had called up to or- 
der a large ‘30c’ inserted in his ad 
for the opening. Pizor said he did 
not, as the house is a 20-center. 
Ledger didn’t bother to check back 
and its ad the next day carried the 
30c. 

Second thing that happened was 
that merchants in the neighborhood 
on opening day found themselves 
deluged with tickets that admitted 
anyone to the Allen upon payment 
of 5-10c. On the night of the open- 
ing,*lined up at the boxoffice were 
scores of Negroes. Wondering where 
they had all obtained 20c Pizor had 
several of them collared and ques- 
tioned. They all replied, ‘A man up 
the street gave us the money.’ 

A few minutes later a sound truck 
began ploughing back and forth 
along the block where the new the- 
atre is located. Although it bore 
no advertising, it soon became a 
source of extreme annoyance. Then 
a taproom across the street sudden- 
ly lighted up with signs all over the 
windows plugging the Allen. 

And, finally, a mob of kids bore 
down on the Chelton, carrying her- 
alds for the Allen. They tossed 
them all around and succeeded in 
pasting a few on the walls around 
the new house. Police car was then 
called and remained there all night. 

Although the change in the news- 
paper ads, the presence of the Negro 
aud or the appearance of the sound 
truck couldn’t be connected with 
Milgram in any way, his actions 
seem to have. been a serious tactical 
blunder. For while he had almost 
unanimous support of other indie 
exhibs before for his side of the ar- 
gument, he alienated a good bit of 
this opinion last week. 

Shoe, too, will be on the other foot 
next month when Milgram opens the 











way, and around it build the winter | 
and summer resort features. Nearby 
Mount Rose, highest peak in these 
parts, affords excellent skiing facili- 
ties and it has been surveyed for 
trails, up-skiis and similar attach- 
ments. 

Cal-Neva resort, largest night spot 
in the state, is only a couple of miles 
from Incline, and it has enjoyed a 
lucrative trade for past several years 
with gambling as its money-making 
feature. It draws from Hollywood, 
San Francisco and Reno and it is the 
belief of Whittell interests that the 
trade can be expanded if winter 
sports are added. 

They also use as a selling point 








‘ation, Screen Cartoon Guild and 
‘Scenic Artists. 
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that hard pressed millionaires, who 


Adelphia, which will be in direct 
competition to Pizor and Segall’s 
Apollo in West Philadelphia. 

Cause of the entire feud is the fact 
that Segall and Pizor built the Chel- 
ten in competish to Milgram’s houses. 
Milgram immediately started the 
Adelphia to compete with them on 
other grounds and the battle went 
on from there. 





find the California tax burdens too 
heavy, can establjsh permanent resi- 
dence in Nevada by building houses 
at lake and visiting it occasionally, 
and thus escape many tax nicks in 
their income. Nevada has no trick 
taxes of any kind. Property tax and 
the universal gasoline tax are all the 
state exacts. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 

Exhib meeting, as result of United 
Artists’ notification that it won’t de- 
liver six pictures promised for 1937- 
38, has been called for Thursday 
(29) by Lewen Pizor, prez of United 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners. 
Although most exhibs are under the 
impression that it will be a protest 
meeting to frame a beef about UA’s 
action, it is understood that the 
meeting won’t turn out to be that 
at all. Instead, Pizor will attempt 
to explain away and justify UA. 
Whether he can do it is another 
question, but it is known that he has 
been in constant touch for the past 
week or so with George J. Schaefer, 
UA sales chief, who is a great per- 
sonal friend of his. 

Some exhibs have been somewhat 
appeased by a letter Harry Perel- 
man, of the Lehigh and New Alle- 
gheny theatres, claims to have re- 
ceived from David O. Selznick, two 
of whose pictures are among those 
being held back by UA. Following 
a direct personal protest to Selznick 
by Perelman, the latter says he re- 
ceived a reply in which Selznick 
said he himself will guarantee de- 
livery of his own pictures. Inas- 
much as it is these two films in 
Which operators are most interested, 
there isn’t too much _ indignation 
about the others. 

Pizor is expected to explain that 
inasmuch as UA contracts are only 
for six months, they had run out and 
the exchange had the legal right to 
do what it did. Exhibs agree on the 
legal right, but claim there is a 
moral as well as legal point involved. 


PRODUCT DEALS 


New York and Elsewhere—Selling 
Away in Midwest 








The RKO product deal closed with 
United Artists for the 1938-39 sea- 
son, retroactive to include ‘Algiers,’ 
does not include metropolitan New 
York houses. Loew’s has played UA 
in this séction for many years. 

A major 38-39 contract closed by 
Columbia has been signed with the 
Martin circuit operating 55 houses in 
Georgia, Alabama and Florida. Deal 
embraces entire feature, shorts and 
serials lineup. W. W. Anderson, Col 
branch manager at Atlanta, nego- 
tiated the buy with Roy E. Martin, 

Republic has closed several im- 
portant sales contracts in the North- 
ern California region, with James R, 
Grainger in San Francisco to per- 
sonally marshal the forces on the 
deals. Grover C. Parsons, Rep west- 
ern division manager, is also there, 
with Sid Weisbaum, Frisco branch 
manager, sitting in. Largest deal is 
with the affiliated Golden States and 
T. & D. Enterprises operating 75 the- 
atres in the far northwest. R. A, 
McNeil and Mike Naify negotiated 
the terms in behalf of Golden States- 
T. & D. Other deals, involving a 
total of around 30 houses, have been 
signed with the Redwoods Theatres 
and Midland chains. 

Two Republic deals closed up by 
Jack Bellman, eastern division sales 
manager, including WB's Jersey 
houses, numbering around 40, as well 
as the upstate N. Y. Warner houses, 
and the Si Fabian circuit in Brook- 
lyn. 

FN Sells Away From Cooper 
Lincoln, Sept. 27. 

_ First National joined United Ar- 
tists in selling away from J. H. 
Cooper in this situation, the xst con- 
certed break among the majors away 
from Cooper. Puts the T. B. Noble- 
Nebraska Theatres, Inc., closely al- 
lied with the L. L. Dent-Westland 
Theatres, in its strongest position 
here so far. Cooper and Dent have 
battled over the face of three states— 
Nebraska, Oklahoma and Colorado— 
for several years. Howard Federer, 
general manager of the situation 
here, now has Col, FN and UA to 
hook into the Varsity, with sub- 
sequents to go into the Kiva. 
Change of situation and the clos- 
ing of houses is expected to curtail 
the selling of a great number of sub- 
sequents here. Sale of FN puts WB 
in the position of selling away from 
their partner in Oklahoma City. 








UA Splits Cooper-Dent 
Omaha, Sept. 27. 
First-run United Artists pictures at 
Lincoln are now split by Cooper 
and Dent theatres in a deal just 
signed. Cooper houses formerly had 
UA first-runners exclusive. Dent- 
operated Varsity theatre will handle 
UA first-runs with move-overs going 





to the Kiva. 
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WATCH THE BIG SHOW 
NEWS BREAK ON RKO- 
RADIO'S SENSATIONAL 
NEW-SEASON STARTERES 











PANDRO S. BERMAN in charge of 


Production..Directed by William A. Seiter 
Screen play by Morrie Ryskind 
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Film Reviews 





Fugitives for a Night 
(Continued from page 14) 





action but not much interest. One 
minute the heroine, Miss Lynn, is 
freezing; the next she and her stooge 
b.f. are turning a fan on a garage at- 
tendant they have strapped up that 
they might make off with one of his 
cars. 

Numerous scenes are inside and 
around a studio. They may appeal to 
the curious somewhat, but here again 
is a picture that tips inside stuff and 
picture industry behavior that does 
not one any good. Other industries 
don’t seem to indulge in publicizing 
their most undesirable side, even for 
gain. Side shown in ‘Fugitives for a 
Night’ isn’t so terribly bad, however, 
that it will result in more than casual 
observations on the point. Char. 


IN OLD MEXICO 


(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount release of Harry Sherman 
production. Features William Boyd, George 
Hayes, Russell Hayden. Directed by Ed- 
ward D. Venturini. Screenplay, Harrison 
Jacobs, based on original story by Clarence 
Kr. Mulford; camera, Russell Harlin. At 
Central, N. Y., dual, week Sept. 24, °’SS8. 
Running time, €7 mins. 

Hopalong Cassidy........++.. William Boyd 
Winds FORE R.ck veccevcsécss George Haves 
TAMUCEP. TOMRIMAGi asc civessess Russell Hayden 
TWO POR Gi 06 02806 he ocedacccda Paul Sutton 

Danet LeedS. .ccccscvcscsecvees Betty Amann 
Anita Gonzales. .........eeee ed Jane Clayton 
Don Carlos Gonzales........5..5. Al Garcia 
BOs 6 6 see 08 40s 64% 6 4d 09 898 Glen Strange 
Colonel Gonzales.........+- Trevor Bordette 
SOlONR os cov ds ererecsecevceces Anna Demetrio 
Py | ee Ser een ee rer ae Tony Roux 





Another nice, well-directed west- 
ern in the Hopalong Cassidy series, 
made by Harry Sherman. Not sen- 
sational, but smooth and superior to 
the usual mesa film, this picture has 
some comedy, nice singing and hefty 
riding, enough to please as a com- 
panion program film. 

Hopalong and his pals ride into a 
pretty secluded part of old Mexico 
to discover that they came there on 
a phoney summons and that one of 
Hopalong’s best friends has been am- 
bushed and murdered. The murdered 
friend is a son of the senor who owns 
the rancho where Cassidy is stopping. 
Also, the rancho owner has a pretty 
daughter who sings and likes Cassidy, 
but she has a girl friend who is a spy 
and is a sister of the murderer. Cas- 
sidy’s detective work, with the help 
of several horsemen. unravels the 
mystery of the ambush and captures 
his old enemy again. 

Betty Amann is a bit shrill, but 
Jane Clayton, as the senorita, is quite 
pert and pleasing. Shan. 


Wanted by the Police 


Monogram production and release. Fea- 
tures Frankie Darro, Evalyn Knapp, Thel- 
ma White. Directed by Howard Brether- 
ton. Original by Donn Mullaly and Renaud 
Hoffman; screenplay, Wellyn Totman; 
camera, Bert Longenecker. At Globe, N. Y.. 
dual, week Sep. 24, ’38. Running time, 59 


mins, 





DOW .s.0¥40% pveesecdivocesetanee Dave 
Mrs. Murphy........ .-.-Lillian Elliott 
MikSica-s0 <a Shdos«es ....Robert Kent 
Kathleen. ....e.ece0+ -..Evalyn Knapp 
‘Witt :04.4490603 cccces eeeees Matty Fain 
OWGcisatan 6460 dbo0 dbs entccesc Don Rowan 
Stinwer..ccccecccscccscessess-Sam Bernard 


Marty. cecoscseccccccescocces Maurice Hugo 
TUNMARA bas decccesccoecessoves Thelma White 
RUSS < ccgsessccccesccceccees Willy Costello 
Trigger. socsccccccceccceseess Walter Merril! 
COMB Sc esicie Secseee rrr rer yy 2 Ralph Peters 





Crime picture which is fair for its 
kind and the type of program for 
which it is intended. No humor, but 
wastes little time getting into action 
and down to the romance end. 

Hero is a lad who has a nice Irish 
mother, despite whom he gets in- 
volved with a hot car mob. There’s 
some highjacking, but when mom 
finds out what's ailing the kid she 
calls in her daughter’s sweetheart, a 
cop, and in the end, after a couple of 
shootin’s everything: winds up 
hunky-dory. 

Frankie. Darro is the hero, and he 
does an okay job. Evalyn Knapp 
hasn't much to do in her sister role. 
As the cop, Robert Kent stands up 
all right. None of them is burdened 
with any particular dramatic mate- 
rial. Howard Bretherton has han- 
dled the drama end well. Shan, 





Orphan of the Pecos 








Victory Pic release of Sam Katzman 
Production, Stars Tom Tyler; features 
Jeanne Martel, Marjorie Beebe. Directed 
by Sam Katzman. Screenplay, Basil Dick- 
@y; camera, Bill Hyer; editor, Holbrook 
Todd. At Liberty, Lincoln, dual. tun- 
ning time, 57 mins. 

PMO id vcasidvesvicciesoeesces Tom Tyler 
read cused béGesttaséeeead Jeanne Martel 
See NON. crédbbeeesese: Marjorie Beebe 
SEs Vawdh oivdecens Seesaeeee Howard Bryant 
NESS Sache suavetcedecesss4 Forrest Taylor 
ee een Charles Whittaker 
SOA RE AAS Ted Lorch 
PREG hasS a eRe Video sees Roger Williams | 
CW id ves Sakeedeeesheeasas Lafe McKee 





Success of Bergen and McCarthy | x 


has brought a cycle of ventriloquism | 


to the westerns. Now it isn’t only 
Possible to catch outlaws in the open 
Spaces with a horse, a sheriff or 


radio, but by throwing curves with |} 
‘Orphan’ comes as | 


the vocal cords. 


the third western series to use a/ 


voice juggler and his dummy, the 


Mesquiteers and the Jack Luden | 


opuses having preceded. Tom Tyler 
uses Ted Lorch, the vent, to ghost a 


* 
4 


murderer into spilling as the climax 
of this one. 

‘Orphan’ gives the idea in title that 
there are kids mixed up in it, but the 
‘Orphan’ turns out to be Jeanne Mar- 
tel, who is old enough to be an eye- 
catcher, Lafe McKee, her father, gets 
the goods on his foreman, Forrest 
Taylor, fires him and gets potted for 
doing it. Safe is looted, and when 
found, Tom Tyler, who had been 
sent for by the old man, was bending 
over the body. In a hole, he scours 
the country trying to find the guilty 
man. Getting an idea who it is, he 
follows through by having Lorch un- 
limber his threat, and the case pops. 

Pic is a family affair, Jeanne Mar- 
tel being Mrs. Tyler in real life. She 
straights for Marjorie Beebe, who 
shows the whites of her eyes in tight 
places and romances in a very sub- 
dued manner with Tyler. Tyler 
shows off in several scraps which do 
a great deal of damage to the furni- 
ture, and the chases are up to par. 

Tempo is a little too slow. There’s 
not a whole lot of talking in the 
screenplay, Basil Dickey evidently 
figuring audiences are so familiar 
with the basic western story it only 
takes action—because the western 


|follower knows the right words to 


put in the right places. 


| As biz goes, 
it'll average so-so. 


Barn. 


Overland Stage Raiders 


Republic release of William Berke pro- 
duction Features the Three Mesquiteers. 
Directed by George Sherman. Screenplay, 
Luci Ward, original, Bernard McConville, 
Edmond Kelso; based on characters created 
by William Colt McDonald; camera, Wil- 
liam Nobles, Reviewed in Projection 
Rocm, N. Y., Sept. 22. Running time 55 
mins, 

Lg A John Wayne 
NN, MNEUN S'S we ccdbecusese Ray Corrigan 
Ese SOM. osc 0 cccbes ees Max Terhune 
2 rere Po re Louise Brooks 
6 0 Sees ee Anthony Marsh 
Oe. WON ct ca cbtesaaewed Ralph Bowman 
PRM 5h 560 adios v'esscusssteis Gordon Hart 
RRO UOONN 5 6441.44 0.000.0006b45 6 08S REN Roy James 
OL PP SET RTT Deere Cree Olin Francis 
I ere ree a ..-Fern Emmett 
MTU S Gb Ch 56 04.03 00905695546 088 Henry Otho 
Perr rere err George Sherwood 
Ce Rr ea ie Archie Hall 
er ore rT Frank La Rue 





This series improves with each new 
adventure. Starting out as typical 
cow country stories, Republic has 
seemingly upped the budget as suc- 
cessive chapters caught on. ‘Raiders’ 
is as modern as today, yet contains 
plenty of cross-country hoss chases 


and six-shooter activity. It’s based 
On time-worn stage holdups, but in 
this case the stages are first a bus 
then a fast air transport. Should 
please juves and elders alike. 

Yarn has the trio preventing a 
stickup of a bus carrying a gold ship- 
ment, as a reward for which the 
head of the mining company agrees 
to try ferrying the stuff out by plane. 
Ned Hoyt and his sister are partners 
in the ownership of the plane and 
airport with the Mesquiteers, but the 
crate flown by Hoyt is an old one and 
the ferrying contract is granted on 
condition a new one is bought. 

Wayne and his partners round up 
all the surrounding ranchers and get 
them to sell their beef and con- 
tribute toward the purchase of the 
new ship. Gordon Hart, as owner 
of the bus line and secret head of 
the gang lifting the shipments from 
his own jallopies, has his mob shoot 
up a train crew and take over the 
cattle, on the thought that if the beef 
is rustled, the rancher-Mesquiteer 
combine can’t buy a new plane and 
the contract will revert to his 
method of transporting it by bus. 

Direction and story permit numer- 
ous technical errors which sharp-eyed 
kids will pick out. It’s never ex- 
plained how the ranchers, who kick 
in with practically everything they 
own to help buy the new transport, 
will benefit. All through the film 
there’s the shadow of the offense 
Hoyt had earlier committed hanging 
over him, but story doesn’t tell what 
he’s done or whether it was in con- 
nection with previous skv activities. 
When the trainload of cattle is 
rustled by overpowering the train 
crew, the gang start off with the 
loaded train with no apparent desti- 
nation. 

Louise Brooks is the femme appeal 
with nothing much to do except look 
glamorous in a_ shoulder-length 
straight-banged coiffure. Anthony 
Marsh turns in a good verformance 


|} as Ned Hoyt, and Ray Corrigan and 


Max Terhune are their usual fighting 
selves, 


PROSFYGOPOULA 
(‘The Girl Refugee’) 
(GREEK-MADE) 

(WITH SONGS) 

Behna Bros. production and _ release. 


Stars Sophia Vebo; features Manos Philip- 
pides, Toulag Anzes, Alika Vebo. Directed 


by Demetre Bogris Story by Demetre 
Bogris; music, J. Yannides. At Miami, 
N. j starting Sept. 25, ’'38. Running 
time, 115 mins, 

Hopmleig. occcccceecccsecsevescece Sophia Vebo 
Lukas....eccccecee+++---Manoz Philippides 
RRitR cc ccccrecsccsccasreeeosees Toula Anzes 
DiGi .nccodcccccccoseccvescccccscemnrnen 
MesiciaN ccseccevscevecsescccsevece Plessas 
MOE. v.ctcscworsdss cesbsessctivsgl Alike Vebo 





(In Greek; with English Foreword) 

Boasting top talent from Greek 
ranks, elaborate production for such 
type foreign film, tuneful Grecian 

















songs and a fairly spicy, melodra- 
matic story, ‘The Girl Refugee’ obvi- 
ously must appeal exclusively to 


_ Greek patronage in this country. 


Labored method of unfolding 
story is reminiscent of struggles by 
other foreign producers to conquer 
art of talking films. However, it is 
much better than previous attempts 
from Greece’s studios and probably 
will do okay in American cities pos- 
sessing a large Greek population. 

Picture is another case of having 
the talent but not being sure of what 
to do with it, as compared with 
American standards of production. 
Had the director been as skillful as 
some of singers in film, the result 
doubtlessly would have been more 
satisfying. 

For a production ; 
many warbling efforts and trim 
musical scoring as this, director 
managed to evolve a fairly dramatic 
plot. Story is that of a wealthy 
farmer, noted for his kindness to 
refugees, who quits his faithful wife 
for a dark-haired vamp. He learns 
his mistake when he discovers her 
with her young lover. Censors 
stepped in here, but sufficient epi- 
sodes previously give the audience 
a rouch idea. Apparent weaknesses 
are faulty recording and photog- 
raphy. 

Sophia Vebo, who is known to 
Greeks in America through her 
vocal records, is the wronged wife. 
Effective, particularly in several 
songs. Manos Philippides makes a 
stalwart husband, his vocalizing 
helping him over several rough 
spots. Toula Anzes, as the Greek 


filled with as 


golddigger, is comely and her initial | 


romantic scene is reminiscent of pre- 
Breen days. Pless»s, a8 an energetic 
musician. is mostly flat with his 
comic efforts. Wear. 


Childhood of Maxim 
Gorky 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 
Amkino release of Sovvzdetfilm produc- 
tion. Directed by Mark Donskoi. Scenario, 
I. Gruzdyev; camera, P. Yermolov, IT. 







Malov; music, L. Shvarts. At Cameo, N 
Y., week Sept. 23, '38. Running time, 99 
mins, 

Alexei Peshkov Gorky..... Alyosha Lvarsky 
Grarndmother........-.. V. O. Massalitinova 
CIPRDETAUNOE so... cc ccoeves M. G. Trovanovsy 
WOPVARR. 2.2 ccaceec ececeels. Alexeveva 
Uncle Yatrov.... eee Ve Novikov 
Uncle Mikhail... ..cccscccvcccesesd A. Zhukov 
CE 6 bbc ccsbescecedescsesees K. Ziubkov 
IG 65.60 i065 6004000003046,0040R08 D. Sagal 
EOGROL . 6 60.066e600coevoe regen S. Tikhonravov 
errr err rrr LT Terre bie Igor Smirnov 





(In Russian; With English Titles) 

An immortality that Soviet Russia 
has heretofore allotted only to Lenin 
and Marx is bestowed upon the coun- 
try’s greatest writer, Maxim Gorky, 
in this tale of his childhood. While 
production efforts, including direc- 
tion and camera, are obviously 
poor, there is sufficient in the ‘Child- 
hood of Maxim Gorky’ to interest his 
readers. 


Producers have probably taken 
much from Gorky’s memoirs, written 
before the World War, and turned it 
into what is actually just an ordinary 
film. Even to Gorky’s most ardent 
adherents his childhood would seem 
only commonplace, along with the 
adolescence, for instarice. of his 
young playfellows of the ’70’s. 

His are the trials of an orphaned 
youngster living in a household gov- 
erned by an inconsistently despotic 
grandfather and one in which the 
bonds of kinship are threadbare. For 
there are his uncles, betraying, sneak- 
ing and mercenary, eager to seal their 
father’s coffin so they might gain his 
pitifully few kopecks. 

To Alexei, most impressionable in 
this stage of his maturity, all this 
secured him in a vise-like grip and 
undoubtedly influenced him in his 
later writings. 

A fallacy that escaped the Soviet 
censors, however, was the inconsist- 
ency of the picture. There are sug- 
gestions of plenty in this Czarist re- 
gime, while other items show how 
the lot of the Russians was distinctly 
unfavorable during the period. 

Of the cast, Alyosha Lyarsky. as 
the young Gorky, stands out. Buxom 
V. O. Massalitinova, as his grand- 
mother, also plays well. 


LIEBE IM *% TAKT 


(‘Love in Waltz Time’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 
(MUSICAL) 


Casino Film Exchange release of 
production. Stars Leo Slezak. Directed by 
Hubert Marischka. Music, Robert Stolz. 
At 86th Street Casino, N. Y., Sept. 23, ’38. 
Running time, 96 mins. 

Leopold Weinzierl........cccsee. Leo Slezak 
Resi Weinzierl...... séorevacced Annie Rogar 
i MEET. | Pee PEREP Tee Lizzi Holzaschuh 
Sg BP eer ee eee Hans Holt 
ONO EIE nc car ccdcvcsstescicaee Rudolf Carl 
POPE BENGNSTE 5a c kc ccevvnsesns Hans Gotz 


Dafa 





(In German; No English Titles) 

Mildly entertaining musical with 
Leo Slezak, Viennese baritone-come- 
dian. Story is strong enough for the 


| modest requirements of musical com- 


edy. but the treaiment is lusterless. 
Score by Robert Stolz. who com- 
posed ‘Two Hearts in Waltz Time,’ 


‘only moderately engaging, pace is 


slow, while the direction and act- 
ing are stereotype. Technically the 
picture is about as expected. Sug- 


gestion of being a sequel to ‘Zwei ! 
iHerzen’ is only in the title and the 


coincidence of Stolz composing both, 
but it ends there. 

Story concerns the custom-bound 
Viennese hack driver who refuses to 
sell his home to an auto-manufactur- 
ing concern as a factory site. He 
mortgages it to one of his daughter’s 
suitors and forbids her to see the one 
who wanted to buy the property. But 
she falls in love with the disapproved 
swain, and the other one tries to fore- 
close the mortgage. However, the old 
man finally consents to sell the place, 
and young love triumphs, with the 
fond daddy singing a serenade to the 
happy couple as he drives them off 
in his carriage. 

Leo Slezak has beguiling warmth 
}as the hackie, although his playing is 
| somewhat ponderous. He sings sev- 
| eral numbers rather heavily. Lizzi 
|Holzschuh is beauteously appealing 
ias the daughter, while Hans Holt has 

romantic dash as the _ successful 
swain. Annie Rosar is the cab-driv- 
|er’s wife; Hans Gotz is a sleek heavy, 
| while Rudolf Carl makes faces with 
the comedy part of a chauffeur. 

Director Hubert Marischka has 
| failed to infuse tlhe yarn with suffi- 
cient movement, and consequently 
numerous scenes are static. The 
lighting is also faulty, although the 
photography is surprisingly good for 
a foreign production. Sound is im- 
properly controlled. While the com- 
edy is broad, it is spotty, so the 
laughs are scattered. Picture is a 
fair bet in German-language nabes, 
but offers nothing elsewhere. Tobe. 
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arbitrations and adjustments un- 
der this agreement. 

2. Time and a half for overtime 
and double pay for work on 
Sundays and holidays, for certain 
classes of players, when required 
to work more than 48 hours in 
one week, or more than 10 hours 
in one day. 

3. Rest period of 12 hours. 

4. Regulations and specific defii- 
nitions of time required by play- 
ers for tests, fittings, publicity in- 
terviews and photographs, and 
other studio and outside activi- 
ties not directly involved in 
making of pictures. 

5. Time and a half pay for day 
and extra players required to 
work on Sundays and additional 
safeguards and concessions deal- 
ing with rest periods, computa- 
tion of work time, transportation 
to locations and similar miscel- 
laneous problems, 


Agreement also provides Improved 
procedure for requesting and grant- 
ing of waivers by Guild for employ- 
ment of extras when such waivers 
are needed to prevent delay in pro- 
duction or unnecessary expense, 

Guild’s Concessions 

Recognition by the Guild of cer- 
tain responsibilities by its members 
is also incorporated in the agreement 
in the form of provisions in respect 
to overtime expense, due to failure of 
Guild members, other than extras, to 
report promptly. 

Producers feel these and similar 
provisions in agreement establish a 
firm foundation for friendly relations 
between all groups and point the way 
for other branches of the industry 
toward sensible and satisfactory ad- 
justment of existing differences. 

‘For unselfish and capable leader- 
ship in these negotiations, I person- 
ally desire to thank Robert Mont- 





Beilenson and others in the Guild, as 
well as Darryl Zanuck, E. J. Mannix, 
Edwin J. Loeb and their many co- 
workers who gave so generously and 
ably of their time and efforts. To all 
others whose cooperation and coun- 
sel is essential we are grateful. This 
help and support is especially valu- 
able because it marks an historic 
trend in labor relations in the U. S. 
and comes at a u.me when promotion 
of industrial justice and harmony are 
so vital to our national life and pros- 
perity,’ Schenck’s statement con- 
cluded. 

Signatories to the agreement are 
Roach, RKO, Paramount, Warners. 
20th-Fox, Loew’s, Universal, Wanger, 
Selznick, International, Columbia. 
Goldwyn, Screen Actors’ Guild, and 
such other parties who are producer- 
signatories to the Producer-Screen 
Actors’ Guild basic minimum con- 
tract of 1937, who, with the consent 
of the Guild, may become signatory 
to this agreement. 





FINED $50 FOR FIGHT FILMS 
Birmingham, Sept. 27. 
J. W. McCormick and Walter L. 





Brandenberg were fined $50 each | 


in Federal court after they pleaded 
| guilty to transporting pictures of 
| the Braddock-Farr fight into Ala- 
| bama. 
| Fight films are not allowed in the 
| State. 





gomery, Kenneth Thomson, Laurence 
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Delay Clearances 








(Continued from page 7) 





mit sketches on winter resort and 
cruise clothes for what will be 
known as Motion Picture Industry’s 
First Annual Fashion Salon. Al- 
though as many designs as can be 
nad are desired, it is indicated that 
sketches of styles designed as studio 
routine are satisfactory, it not being 
expected that original stuff will be 
created for the fashion salon. 





No Canadian Obstacles 
Montreal, Sept. 28. 
Opposi.ion to tree use of radio for 
purpuse of gudlicizing films as evi- 


den.ly failed ts gain mucn ground 
in Canada. Several scations report 
amount of publicity material re- 


ceived daily is greater than ¢ ver and 
has now reached a point where press 
stuii is wastesasxcited without 2a 
reading. 

Canauian film exchanges seem to 
be of ihe opinion that radio . lugs 
for films are all to the good. Sta- 
tion men report they recently re- 
ceived letters from exchange han- 
dling Metro p.oduct asking -tations 
to run trailers for pictures such as 
‘Love Finds Andy Hardy,’ ‘The 
Crowd Roars’ and ‘Shopworn Angel.’ 

Broadcasters are even told where 
to apply for trailers and how to 
word applications, this causing addi- 
tional resentment. Station men so 
far take stand th: trailers should 
be paid for as commercials and pooh- 
pooh value of trailers as entertain- 
ment, 





Radio’s Seattle Plug. 


Seattle, Sept. 27. 

Vic Gauntlett, advertising head of 
Hamrick-Evergreen, quieted radio 
squawks on film quiz money-spend- 
ing partly when he suggested that 
locals tie up with KOL for ‘Movie 
Quiz Editor’ stint 15 minutes each 
Saturday eve. This program, script- 
ed by Eddie Rivers, p.a. of Hamrick- 
Evergreen, and Jack Sampson of 
Sterling chain, carries all the an- 
swers to various queries of the pub- 
lic and asks them to write in to the 
station if they want to know what 
it is alf about. All theatres partici- 
pating in the quiz boost over KOL 
also are carrying a short trailer, 
spotted between features, calling the 
audience’s attention to station and 
time. A total of 12 ducats also given 
to listeners selected at random, for 
seats in first runs. 





Tacoma’s Squawks 


Tacoma, Sept. 27. 

Some of the subsequent runs in 
the northwest who have contributed 
their share in the $250,000 Movie 
Quiz contest and so far have not 
received the necessary material in 
the form of booklets, broadsides and 
banners, are up in arms that they 
should be forgotten. 

The attitude of the third an 
fourth runs, who say they put up 
their money and are not able to cash 
in on the campaign because they 
lack the material, are hollering to 
the housetops. One operator was 
more than peeved that the little fel- 
lows should be so treated, threaten- 
ing to refuse renewal on some of 
the major’s subsequents and expect- 
ing to throw out a line to the inde- 
pendents. They are taking the at- 
titude that while admitting they are 
small fry, the producers should show 
more interest in their problems and 
especially in a case like this where 
any momentum of grosses in the big 
houses is bound to reflect in the 
small-seaters. A meeting of the 
smallies in the northwest for the 
purpose of making a holler heard at 
major headquarters has been sug- 
gested. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

‘Little Tough Guys in Society’ is 
the new tag for ‘All in a Lifetime’ 
at Universal. 

‘Up the River’ is the final handle 
for ‘Hard to Get’ at 20th-Fox. 

Samuel Goldwyn switched ‘The 
Lady and the Cowboy’ back to ‘The 
Cowboy and the Lady.’ 

_‘Comet Over Broadway’ is release 
title for ‘Curtain Call’ at Warners. 

‘The Restless Age’ is final tag for 
Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The Daring Age.’ 

‘Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’ at War- 
ners becomes ‘The House of Dread’ 
for Hungarian release. 

Marquee tag for ‘Escape from Yes- 
terday’ at Paramount is ‘The Last 


| Ride.’ 
Republic picked ‘Storm Over 
Bengal’ as final title for ‘Bengal 
| Lancer Pairol,’ nee ‘Command to 


| Glory.’ 
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[ EXPLOITATION :-: By Epes w. Sargent 





Schlaifer’s Charley 


Charles Schlaifer, of United Ar- 
tists theatre, San Francisco, has de- 
veloped a mighty good idea in a 
‘spokesman’ to be known as U. A. 
Charley, a miniature figure drawn 
about the initial letters, the U serv- 
ing as a head and the A for a body. 
It was Schlaifer’s idea to create a 
personality to which could be attrib- 
uted plugs which might sound a bit 
overdone if simply printed. With 
Charley telling ‘em, it sounds and 
looks different, and already Charley 
has proven his value. Incidentally, 
Schlaifer thought well enough of the 
idea to copyright the figure, thou 
there is no stoppage against simil 
but non-conflicting ideas. 

The introductory ad announced 
him as ‘The Voice of the United Ar- 


tists theatre’ and urged the reader to| 


look for him. Subsequent usage on 
‘Sabu’ offered, ‘Blowing my horn. 
Come on, ‘you swingsters, ‘Saba’ is 
right in the groove.’ ‘It’s a gal’s pic- 





| 
| 





handed cards to all stands, 
played it up strong. 

Macy’s used a gown display, 
pinned to Miss Drew, which gave 
special ads as well as several win- 
dow and inside displays. Abraham 
& Straus, Brooklyn, and Bamberg- 
er’s, Newark, sister stores, also rode 
the picture in and Best & Co. tied 
Miss Drew to a beauty parlor ad 
while Saks used Frances Dee for the 
same purpose. 
niture store displayed a bed of the 
period, sent on from the studio. 


and 


Wanamaker’s gave five windows to| 


costumes and props, and Brentano’s 
made a book display. 

Eastman Kodak tied Rathbone and 
Colman to candid cameras, and Lux 
dealers contributed about 2,500 »« in- 
dow strips. 





Two Trippers 
Paramount, which will preem ‘Ar- 
kansas Traveler’ at Little Rock next 
month, is sending out two expedi- 


ture, but you'll be crazy about it,| tions to bally. One is a native cov- 


too. 
and ‘This is Motion Pictures’ great- 
est year. ‘Sabu’ proves it.’ All are 
signed, U. A. Charley. 

The advantage of the simple de- 


| 


vice is all out of proportion to the, 


cost. In this case Charley is taken 


over to the screen with the manni-| 


kin on a trailer saying: ‘U. A. Char- 
ley takes pride in presenting our 
feature attraction .. 
the main title. 
of trailers for shorts 
newsreel. Already Charley is a 
powerful second to the press agent. 


Crowning the ‘King’ 


. followed by} 
Similar use is made | 
and for the} 


Don’t say I didn’t tell you,’| ered wagon, which will trip through 


the south, carrying invitations to at- 
tend the premiere to the governors 
and mayors of the states and cities 
visited. Tour dips down to Birming- 
ham and Atlanta and then north to 
New York and back home. 

Other outfit is an auto carrying 
the official ‘Miss Arkansas’ who will 
tour the west and northwest. This 
is in cooperation with the AAA and 
various chambers of commerce. 


Blank’s ‘Boys Town’ Bally 


One of the most elaborate cam- 
paigns on a picture ever attempted, 
put on by A. H. Blank in his terri- 
which embraces Iowa and 





With four weeks to go at the N. Y.| °°, 
Paramount, starting today, the press| Nebraska mostly, resulted in a pre- 
department got behind ‘If I were King’ | Mere for ‘Boys Town’ in Omaha 
for a big push. Lead off was pres- | that brought out 30,000 reople and 
ence in town of Basil Rathbone and|equired 110 cops, plus fremen, for 
Ellen Drew. Rathbone went on the) control of order. Blank, now in 
Vallee hour and was interviewed by| New York, declares that records are 
most of the dailies. He knows how| being broken by the picture on top 
to talk and landed some good stuff.| of the campaign, including business 
He also appeared on the ‘Information, | that tops ‘Snow White, record- 
Please’ program, NBC. Miss Drew| maker in many spots. | 
got several plugs, mostly on the wo-| Blank brought a specially prepared 
men’s pages. record of the campaign east, which 

A week before the opening the) Y. Frank Freeman, Leon Netter and 
Journal-American started a contest| others consider the best they’ve seen. 
on ‘What I Would Do If I Were! It is planned to make the campaign 
King.’ This ran into the second week} available to other operators. ; 
as the picture opened, and prize | Obtaining unusual cooperation 
winners were announced the AS esa from the Catholic Church in his ter- 
ing week, which gave a three weeks’ | ritory and feeling that ‘Boys Town’ 
play. Paper was unusually generous| is the industry’s most powerful force 
in the use of art and used one shect|in maintaining relations, with the 
on all delivery trucks. Also distrib-| church, lank formed a general 
uted 1,000,000 heralds via news-|committee on the opening of the pic- 
stands. ture, including political, 

Red Book, which was featuring| and other dignitaries, among them 
the pictures as the film of the month,| the mayor of Omaha, president of 


qe 


aunenannent 
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ith Av. & 50th 8t. 


“STRAIGHT, 





A Fifth avenue fur-| 


industrial | 


| the Union Pacific, etc. A _ special 
| broadcast with these dignitaries was 
}included and after the preem at 
Omaha (home of Boys Town) Blank 
| threw a party. He got John W. Con- 
sidine, Jr., ‘3pencer Tracy and 
Mickey Rooney to come on from the 
Coast. Blank, probably one of the 
strongest forces in the industry be- 
hind good-will campaigns, having 
put on many, is one of the larger of 
the Par partners. 





Yamming the Yam 


Rutgers Nielson, of RKO, sent 
around last week, coincident with 
| the opening of ‘Carefree’ at the Pa- 
| dio City Musical Hali, ocarinas, more 
| generally referred to as sweet po- 
tatoes or yams. To advertise the 
Yam dance created by Fred Astaire 
and Ginger Rogers in the picture. 





paper weight in case you do not want 
to play it 

Musical authorities have been try- 
x years to decide whether or 
not the ocarina should be classed as 
a musical instrument, but 
seems to be no question as to the 
publicity value of the darned thing. 
It is bound to make itself heard. 


in Lor 





| Theatres—Exchanges 





Dubuque, Ia. 

Jack Neary, manager of the Or- 
pheum (Mort Singer), transferred 
to Orpheum, Davenport, replacing 
Glen Caldwell, who is leaving for 
Hollywood. Louis McComish named 
temporary manager of Orpheum 
here. House, closed four days a 
week during hot weather, is back on 
seven-day schedule. 





Oklahoma City. 
S. C. Callahan opening new the- 
atre at Broken Bow Oct. 1. Now 
operates Arrow there. 
Earl Barrett opens new 300 seater 
at Atoka Oct. 1. 





New Orleans. 

Site of one of the first pix houses 
in the commercial dis‘rict of the city 
is again to become a picture house, 
itw as announced Wednesday (14). 
The space has been leased by M.A. 
and Ira Weingrun, operators of the 
Laurel theatre, for 10 years and will 
be remodeled into a modern, air- 
conditioned house to be opened 
about November 1. 

The new house will give St. 
Charles street three pix theatres, 
others being the Liberty and the 
Lyceum. St. Charles has been dark 
for months. 








Spartanburg, S. C. 
Criterion, Wilby-Kincey 
plans late fall 


resumption 
schedule, 





Fort Wayne. 

Quimby Theatres, Inc., took over 
Riley theatre last week (15), leasing 
house from Mallers Brothers Amuse- 
ment Corp. Quimby now has four 
theatres in city. 

Manny Marcus has taken over 
Creighton and Capitol theatres here, 
and is hurrying up work on re- 
modeling of Paramount. Paramount, 
built in 1930, is newest house in 
city. The stage is being rebuilt for 
vaude. 





Louisville. 

Several changes in the personnel 
of Fourth Avenue Amus. Co. houses 
were made, following the resigna- 
tion of A. J. Kalberer as manager of 
Strand, who went to Washington, 
Ind. In his place at Strand is A. B. 
McCoy, formerly at Uptown. J. H. 
Boswell, formerly Rex. shifted to 
Uptown, while William Metzger, for- 
merly assistant of Rialto, now in 
charge of Rex. 

Mrs. E. M. Eagleston, owner of 


there | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Upon learning that Nixon legit season would open in Pittsburgh Oct. 3 
with ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ Harris-Alvin tried to get Columbia 
to release screen version of Pulitzer Prize play ahead of regular date. 
Distribs refused to sanction deal, however, and both flicker and its stage 
duplicate will buck each other, picture getting under way three days 
after play starts at Nixon. It'll mark third visit of show to Smoky City. 

Paging from a New York City curbstone answered problem of locating a 
film salesman. Outfit wanted to contact a picture peddler and was told he 
could be located outside 729 7th avenue (film curb) almost any time. 
Western Union boy was dispatched and called name for over an hour be- 








Nielson explains it can be used as a| 


fore locating a friend of the salesman wiio led him to party sought. 





Helen Vinson, stage and screen player, with her husband, Fred Perry, 
the British tennis ace, last week visited the N. Y. federal building, accom- 
panied by her father, to huddie with John F. Daily, assistant U. S. attorney; 


| Gregory F. Noonan, chief of the N. Y. Crimina] Division, and Chief Postal 


Inspector James J. Doran, for the purpose of finding out whether she 
could bring suit against certain California individuals for gyping her in 
a securities deal. The same action was tossed out by the Coast courts 
recently. At that time she was advised to bring the matter to the atten- 
tion of the N. Y. fed authorities, but so far she has gotten nowhere. 





Paramount is experimenting with a new type of interchangeable Neon 
light for marquees on which, it is claimed, a saving of 65% in operating 
costs will be realized. Brought to the attention of Bob Weitman, managin 
director of the N. Y. Par by the Par h.o., the new light is being used first 
at this house and will be spread, according to plans, among other first- 
run ‘A’ theatres of the chain. 

In addition to the saving in costs, claims for the new light are that it’s 
oasically Neon, that it permits interchangeability and that the letters can 
be switched without replacement of the whole sign. 


-—_-— 


Combination of Sol Lesser and Jed Buell for the production of two 





more midget pictures is off, following the recent announcement that Buell 
would tie in with Mack Sennett on ‘The Problem Child’ with Stan Laurel 
and several] half-pint actors in the cast. Lesser invested about $50,000 
in ‘The Terror of Tiny Town,’ and there was talk of further financing. 
Since the Buell-Sennett deal, Lesser has declared he will await further 
b.o. reports on ‘The Terror’ before making a decision. Meanwhile Lesser 
| is concentrating on kid pictures starring Bobby Breen, Irene Dare and 
Tommy Kelly. 





Contest angle tied in with airshow being peddled back east by Jesse 
Lasky would have RKO participating only insofar as it affects the signing 
of talent appearing on the program. Lasky would embrace a role similar 
to that of Major Bowes, and billed as The Star Maker, would trot out a 
new set of tyros each week. Those making the best showing on the air 
and carrying the recommendation of Lasky would be screen-tested for 
stock contracts. Palmolive and Wrigley gum, among other program shop- 
pers, are said to be interested in the setup as a half-hour program, 





Business is booming in the Ozarks since the 20th-Fox troupe moved into 
Pineville, Mo., to shoot ‘Jesse James.’ Hillbillies are getting rich as con- 
cessionnaires. Owner of the old James farm is cleaning up $100 a day 
selling pop and $200 every Sunday on a parking lot. Survey of Noel, a 
once sleepy village nearby, showed 15 hot doggeries, 22 pop stands, one 
tattoo parlor, four photo selling booths, five popcorn layouts, seven ice- 
cream and four novelty joints, and a flock of pass-the-hat street shows. 
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house, | 
dark all season except week-ends, | 
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People in Show Business 
Everywhere 
Are Using 
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Majestic and Little, Seymour, Ind., | 
has completed negotiations for M. | 
Switow & Sons of Louisville to take | 


PLACE AND 
SHOW” 
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faa Parag, ezuaret ues LORRAINE 6 te uan over management of two houses. | Because Postal Telegraph is bidding for their 
Mmm ALL « TO —On the Staze— | Mrs. Eagleston has operated houses | business with speedier and more accurate 
25 > New Stage Show in Indiana and Illinois for number : | 
SEATS 1PM. Now & f ye | service. 
Opens erway a arth St. 256 of years. 
9:30 A.M MIDNITE FILM NIGHTLY 9 noose 
P Los Angeles. | Of S P 1 I t t 
RADIO Kurt and Max Laemmle bought a ecia nteres | 
NORM TYRONE CITY MUSIC HALL majority interest in the Franklin P s 
SHEARER POWER theatre in Highland Park from. To Those in 
MARIE ANTOINETTE é 9 || Harry Rackin and associates. House | - 
M. G. M. Hit | | will be managed by Kurt Laemmle. | Show Business } 
Daily 8:20, 8 45, Midnight R 'who also operates the Ritz theatre, | 
Show Sut.; Sun, 3, 6, 9:00. | Lowell, Ind. | Postal Telegraph’s | t M Ord 
Mats. 50c. to $1. Eves. 50c. S 0 P | Be ei . } : g pns ow cos oney raer 
has se & Sun, | ae: AS T ttn 1 Spectacular Stage Productions oipeunaak nak Ten eae ree gg Service—for changing cash into checks for safe 
5c. to $1.50 (Plus Tax) y | — the product controversy centering | transfer of funds...Good anywhere...Avail- 
(| MES ||| around his Vogue theatre in South- able any office of Postal Telegraph ...Con- 
’ =aEaee | PARAMOUN SQUARE | Bate, Threatened suit was dropped. | venient ... Inexpensive... Coct as little as 
Starts Thurs. RONALD IN PERSON |||. Fox-West Coast bought the Cali- | five cents. 
CLARK MYRNA TOMMY || fornia theatre, 1,854-seater, in San | 
GABLE e LOY COLMAN || Bernardino, from Santa Fe Savings | 
‘és * a DORSEY || and Loan Assn. at price reported in 
Too Hot to Handle” } |) ...ui"sora’s | AND BAND ||| excess of $125,000. F-WC has op- Always Use 
TODAY—“BOYS TOWN” || “IE | WERE CONNIE lho the house under lease since | 
moaowar | | KING” BOSWELL ||| **a': 





i] Cullen Espy shifted six Fox West 
Powe Be ays og , Freed 
moved to the Ritz, Ear ice to the | 
GANS G.M. FOR R. & R. Westlake, W. C. Ricord, Jr. to the | 
Louis Gans to become general| Egyptian, William McBreen to the | ff 
manager for Rapf & Ruden’s seven! Melrose, A. J. Aylesworth to the 
New Jersey theatres, with headquar-| Marquis, and Sidney Pink to the 
ters in Bloomfield. Ravenna. ih 
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Postal Telegraph 


Aad its affiliated cable and radio services, Commercial Cables, 
All America Cables, and Mackay Radio and Telegraph. 





Loew’s STATE 


BROADWAY & 45th STREET 


Starts 
Thurs. 


















ug tay Only ; “Letter of Bert Korbel quits as manager of; G. W. Page announced plans to re- | (To ’Phone a Telegram: Say to Telephone Operator, “Give me 
oe Has Introduction” | the Five-Boro Fenway theatre to| model a store into a picture theatre Postal Telegraph, please” . .. Charge Tells to hone Bill) 
ancy FIALLETY open the Costello, in Washington. |in. Torrence, .and - Harry. Milstein. . } 
Benny Fields — ORCH. : | Heights section of N. Y. C. for Louis jeperstes of the town’s only film 








Myers and Charles Goldreyer. house, plans to build a new one. 
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~ Patent Medicines’ Veracity Hit 





Several Radio Advertisers Among Those Rebuked 
by Federal Trade Commish 


+ 


Washington, Sept. 27. 
Wholesale spanking for merchants 
who have disseminated false and 
misleading propaganda concerning 
their products via radio was meted 


out last week by Federal Trade 
Commission. Kolynos toothpaste, 
Gardner’s Food Herbs, Montecatini 
Salts and Cystex received direct re- 
bukes for their radio advertising. 
Dr. Lyons Tooth Powder, also a user 
of radio time, given a general re- 
buke without specific mention of 
broadcasts. 

Rival claims of dentifrice makers 





Fibbing Privilege 





Performers on programs han- 
dled by J. Walter Thompson 
may quote any salary they want 
(but the actual one) for publi- 
cation purposes and they won’t 
be contradicted by the agency. 
There’s a clause in the Thomp- 
son contracts which binds both 
sides from disclosing what the 
contractee is really paid. 

Arrangement is responsible 
for the common practice among 
Thompson artists of giving 





have been equally exaggerated, ac- 
cording to Commish. No reason for | 
knob-twiddlers to believe in Kolynos 
company’s assurances that gleam- | 
ing molars will result from use of| 
its tooth paste or that the product} 
kills germs and is better and more 
economical than other makes. Dr. 
Lyon’s Tooth Powder, manufac- 
tured by R. L. Watkins Co., New 
York, was accused of having ‘un- 
fairly disparaged competitive denti- 
frices, including paste’ by similar 
claims and also was charged with 
misrepresentation of the value of a 
bracelet given away to purchasers 
for a Dr. Lyon’s box-front and 10 
cents cash. 
Cystex Rapped 

Cystex kidney remedy will not} 
cure kidney and bladder troubles ir- 
respective of the cause of such ail- 
ments, Commish declared. Makers 
of the specific—Knox Co., Los An- 
geles—must quit representing that 
its product is recommended and en- 
dorsed by competent medical au-| 
thorities as this is not true, com- | 
plaint insisted. Same company also} 
was scolded for broadcasts advertis- | 
ing Mendaco, a_ so-called asthma} 
cure, as ‘dissolving’ the cause of 
asthma and permanently relieving | 
its symptoms. 

Montecatini Salts, put out by 
Banfi Products Corp., New York, 
are not a harmless laxative and 
cannot be used freely without irri- 
tating the intestines, according to 
F. T. C. complaint. Considerable 
doubt expressed as to their efficacy 
in treating ‘rheumatism, gout, 
obesity, high blood pressure, uric 
acid’ and other diseases and proof 
will have to be given before the out- 
fit can resume such representations. 
Same holds true of Gardner Reme- 
dies, Inc., Washington, in its bally- 
hoo for Gardner's Food Herbs, a 
purported stomach, liver and kidney 
remedy. 

All outfits cited by the Commish 
were given 20 days in which to an- 
swer the complaints. Will receive) 
a cease and desist order if they | 
don’t promise to be good. 


Fels Naptha Forsakes 
Its Traditional Daytime 
Poiicy for ‘Hobby Lobby’ 


Although rated as one of the old- 
est accounts in radio, mostly spot, 
Fels Naptha will for the first time 
tuke to night-time plugging when it 
becomes the underwriter for Dave 
Elman’s ‘Hobby Lobby’ on the NBC- 
blue (WJZ) starting Oct. 5. It will 
be a Wednesday spot, 8:30 to 9 
o'clock. In its previous seven years 
experience with air advertising the | 
Washing soap has elected to direct 
its housewife appeal to daytime lo- 
Cal live shows or network hookups. 
‘Hobby Lobby’ ceased pinch-hit- 
ting in Jell-O’s Sunday night spot 
on the NBC-Red (WJZ) last Sunday 














(25). During the summer ‘Lobby’ 
rated second among half-hour shows , 
in the CAB ratings. 

Harry Salter will continue as ma- 
estro of the show. 





| 

Ice Skates Prospect 

Chicago, Sept. 27. | 

Goodkind & Morgan agency here | 

has acquired the Alfred Johnson | 
skate company account. 

Planning to set an ether campaign | 


to plug the Alfred brand of ice 
Skates, 


themselves all sorts of puffed 
salaries in chatter columns and 
fan mag stories. 











OVALTINE’S 


PENETRATION 
DEEPENED 


—_ -—_—__—— 


Chicago, Sept. 27. 

Ovaltine company is trying a 
couple of new radio angles this sea- 
son in addition to the regular gallop 
of ‘Little Orphan Annie,’ which re- 
news for another year. On Oct. 17 
will test a daytime strip show on 
WMAQ here, aiming at strictly the 
adult femme audience. 

Tagged ‘Carters of Elm Street,’ 
will ride five times weekly at 11 a.m. 
Spotted through the local Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert agency, 

In order to garner enough coin 
for the local testing for the femme 
family program, the Wander com- 
pany had to throw the harpoon into 
five spot stations around the coun- 
try which had been scheduled to 
carry ‘Little Orphan Annie’ on spot. 
Cancellations were necessary to get 
the cash both for time and talent on 
the WMAQ test. 

With Ovaltine being given plugs 
now on afternoon kid time and 
morning matron time, the chocolate 
drink has decided also to test the 
late evening periods to sell the prod- 
uct as an insomnia cure. Will use 
nighttime announcements on WMAQ. 
Also through B-S-H here, 


Wm. A. Brady’s Playiets 
Produced by Ed Wolf 


William A. Brady will present a 
series of quarter-hour playlets to be 
produced by the Ed Wolf office for 
Sweetheart soap. Series begin Oct. 
5 and will go out twice weekly on 
the NBC red ribbon. 

Some unusual angles to the pro- 
gram. Brady will do a Cecil B. De- 
Mille in part but wili also tell anec- 
dota of his long and colorful thea- 
trical career. Playlets will be done 
by young talent bearing the title, 
‘Little Playhouse Players,’ which is 
an integral part of another idea for 
subsequent unfoldment over the air. 
Latter will materialize later as 
‘Young America,’ a junior revue of 
which Mary Small, now 17, is to be 
the pivot personality. 

Carlo de Angelo will direct for Ed 
Wolf and on behalf of the Peck 
agency. Series will run six or eight 
weeks and lead into the rest of the 
program idea. 


Rosalind Greene M.C. 
Of Milwaukee Tryout 


Milwaukee, Sept. 27. 

Another’ serial, ‘Doc Seller’s 
Stories,’ will be given a test on 
WTMJ, Milwaukee, to study audi- 
ence reaction before it goes network. 
Opening Monday (3) at 10 a.m., “Doc 
Seller’ will provide a complete yarn 
each week in Monday through Fri- 
day broadcasts. 

Rosalind Greene, woman radio 
m.c., will handle. 
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CELLING AWAY 
FROM AFFILIATES? 


Networks, in Seeking to 
Unite Industry Before 
Monopoly Investigation 
Opens, Find Criticism of 
Their Selling Policies 





INVIDIOUS MAPS 





Attempt of NBC and Columbia to 
|line up their affiliates stations for 
joint action at the forthcoming 
monopoly investigation by the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
may become snarled as a result of 
the smaller outlets’ reaction to the 
question of overlapping coverage. 
These smaller markets are burning 
over the loss of business they have 
had to suffer this season on network 
accounts because of the coverage 
claims made by the webs for their 
highpowered stations. 

Through their own maps the net- 
works have been showing that the 
highpowered outlets have primary 
coverage in markets where the webs 
themselves have other allied stations 
with the result that the advertiser 
has become educated to eliminating 
such local representation from his 
list. As the highpowered stations 
improve their technical facilities this 
primary coverage become further 
extended and the webs’ research de- 
partments are quick to point it out 
to the networks’ customers. 


Smarter accounts and agencies are 
now in the habit of studying these 
revised station coverage maps as 
they come out and of winnowing 
those transmitter-markets which the 
latest maps show to be within the 
same primary sphere of a high-pow- 
ered outlet that is also under con- 
tract. Smaller affiliates feel that the 
networks have been too diligent in 
this direction and that the sum total 
of the webs’ efforts have been to 
prove to clients that they have been 
buying unnecessary duplication. 

One recent incident that has forci- 
bly brought home this situation to 
the small affiliated outlets is the 
sharp reduction in the station list of 
Ford’s Sunday Night Concerts. Last 
year the motor company had 94 sta- 
tions under contract. This season the 
list totals 75 stations. Several sta- 
tions thus eliminated wrote N. W. 
Ayer, agency on the account, for an 
explanation, and were told that CBS’ 
own latest maps show that the mar- 
ket in question comes within the pri- 
mary area of a distant highpowered 
outlet and that the agency has be- 
come convinced that the listeners in 
the former are able to tune in on the 
program effectively. 





Washington, Sept. 27. 

Three committees to voice feeling 
of network members on operating 
policies were designated last week 
as sounding boards for the Inde- 
pendent Radio Network Affiliates. 
Groups named in accordance with 
plan to provide more direct mode 
of interchanging ideas about matters 
affecting the web links as a whole, 

Assignments are: 

To deal with NBC: Robert T. Con- 
vey, KWK, St. Louis; Ed Craig, WSM, 
Nashville; Ed. Craney, KGIR, Butte; 
Walter Damm, WTMJ, Milwaukee: 
Harold Hough, WBAP, Fort Worth; 
Paul Morency, WTIC, Hartford: W. J. 
Scripps, WWJ, Detroit; L. B. Wilson, 
WCKY, Cincinnati, and Samuel R. 
Rosenbaum, WFIL, Philadelphia. 

To deal with CBS: Vince Callhan, 
WWL, New Orleans; Arthur B. 
Church, KMBC, Kansas City; John 
A. Kenndy, WCHS, Charleston: I. R. 
Lounsberry, WGR, Buffalo; Chuck 
Myers, KOIN, Portland (Ore), and 
Mark Ethridge, WHAS, Louisville. 

To deal with MBS: 
penter, WHK, Cleveland; Gene 
O'Fallon, KFEL, Denver; Lew Weiss, 
Don Lee System, and John Shep- 
pard, Yankee Network. 








Fanny Brice guesting with Eddie 
Cantor on his tee-offer Oct. 3 for 
| Chesterfield. 





H. K. Car-| 
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Modesty Personified 


— 


Suggesting luncheon to a 
friend, Goodman Ace quipped: 

‘Tm only 4.9 in the C.A.B., so 
if you get a better offer I won’t 
be sore.’ 


PAINE TO BE 
ASCAP RADIO 
SPOKESMAN 


—— —— 


| 
| 
| 











Board of directors of the Ameri- 
can Society of Composers, Authors 


and Publishers will tomorrow 
(Thursday) hold its first monthly 
meeting since last June. Among 


the subjects slated to come up is the 
designation of John G. Paine, gen- 
eral manager, as official spokesman 
in any preliminary discussions with 
the broadcasting industry regarding 
the negotiating of a new contract. 


Board will also act on the royalty 
payoff for the third quarter of 1938. 


WKRC’S ‘SECRET DIARY’ 
TAKEN UP BY ZIV 


Cincinnati, Sept. 27. 

Secret Diary, a 15-minute serial 
script, originated on WKRC some 
months ago, returned to that station 
this week under sponsorship of Al- 
bers Super Markets, Inc., local gro- 
cery chain. Spotted at 9:30 a. m. four 
mornings a week. Account is han- 
dled by the Ziv agency, Cincy, which 
is also offering the serial in tran- 
scription form for various stations in 
this country, New Zealand and Aus- 
tralia. 


A new WKEC sustainer also got 
under way this week for nightly 
quarter-hour airings. It’s a musical 
show, styled Ruth Lyons and Her 
Swingliners. Miss Lyons, the sta- 
tion’s chief of music, heads a six- 
piece combo. Vocals are by Bob 
Brown, baritone, and the Savoy Sis- 
ters (3). 











Dave Owen on Production 
Of General Mills Shows 


Chicago, Sept. 27. 

To handle the increasing details 
on General Mills radio programs, 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency 
here is bringing Dave Owen back 
into the fold to act «s general super- 
visor of the GM shows. Owen will 
0.0. and route scripts, production and 
casting on the General Mills pro- 
grams for the agency. 

Owen was formerly with B-S-H 
as producer for several radio shows, 
including ‘Skippy,’ ‘Orphan Annie’ 
and ‘Jack Armstrong.’ Has been 
out of the Coast for th: past couple 
of years. 


CBS Drops 4 Singers 


Columbia Broadcasting’ clipped 
|four singers from its sustaining rolls 
|last week. Hollis Shaw, who so- 











|pranoed with Mark Warnow’'s Blue | 
Lois Elliman, Romiro | 


Von Zehle to Consolidated 


Velvet orch, 
Gomez, and Del Casino were the 
|} ones dropped. 

| Web explained that the amputa- 
tions were not economy moves, but 
rather the dropping of artists for 
|whom there were no spots. Del 
Casino is currently on a vacash and 
recuperation trip to Bermuda follow- 
ing a tonsil operation. 








| dio Artists. 
| 


Cereals Elbow Each Other For 
Kid Hour Space and Nite 
Rates May Start 


at 5 P.M. 


Chicago, Sept. 27. 

Growing demand for t«me in the 
late afternoon-early evening period 
is causing the abandonment of radio’s 
traditional policy of avoiding simul- 
taneous or contiguous airing by spon- 
sors with similar products. This 
competition is particularly intense in 
the case of makers of children’s 
foods, all of whom want the 5-6 p.m. 
slot. Among the outfits elbowing for 
such time are General Mills, Quaker 
Oats, Kellogg and Malto-Meal. 

Situation is settling down to a tus- 
sle between the already-ins and the 
want-ins. Former, established with 
programs in the desired time bracket, 
are trying to keep out newscomers by 
raising the howl about ‘similar prod- 
ucts’ to the broadcasters. Wantins 
are offering various explanations and 
dodges to get a foot planted in the 
door. 

In Driver’s Seat 

Sitting in the driver’s seat are the 
stations whose time is in demand. 
None of the established sponsors has 
cancelled a contract because of ad- 
jacent competition, as apparently the 
belief is that radio advertising is es- 
sential, regardless of minor incon- 
veniences. Meanwhile, there is talk 
of stations meeting the growing de- 
mand by revising their rate cards to 
move the ‘A’ time classification for- 
ward from 6 to 5 p.m. That would 
have little immediate effect, how- 
ever, as most of the regular sponsors 
have standing contracts giving one- 
year protection on rates. 

Seattle, Sept. 27. 

KOL, Mutual outlet, has total of 
eight kid shows on the air, all spon- 
sored. Those in the listing are: 
‘Jimmy & Jip,’ Tuesday and Thurs- 
day; ‘Dick Tracy,’ Monday through 
Friday; ‘Orphan Annie,” Monday 
through Friday; ‘Jack Armstrong,” 
Monday through Friday; ‘Phantom 
Pilot, Monday through Friday; 
‘Howie Wing,’ Monday through Fri- 
day; ‘Lone Ranger,’ Monday, Wednes- 
day and Friday, and ‘Cheerio Crew,’ 
local kid amateur studio show every 
Saturday morning for half-hour 
stanza, 








Himber on Two Co-ops 


Runs Afoul Similarity 
Of Sponsor Product 


Richard Himber’s orchestra isin the 
middle of a squabble between Fred 
Mayer and Ben Rocke, competitive 
radio, producers, each with :00pera~ 
tive commercials, and both commer- 
cials employing the Himber dansa- 
pation. At first, th. new WOR-Mu- 
tual show starting this past Sunday 
(25) was ostensibly for Howard 
Clothes alone, until radio agent 
Mayer discovered that it was a co- 
op program, and that some local beer 
brand in St. Louis was bankrolling 
that outlet. 

On Mondays Himber works on a 
co-op beer show over CBS, for 
Mayer, and it was originally soon- 
sored by Trommers via the New 
York outlet. However, in the past 
four weeks, Trommers bowed out, so 
Himber is sustaining in the metro- 
politan sector, but commercial for a 
flock of beer sponsors outside of Vew 
York. Hence the squawk against his 
Sunday show also having a beer un- 
derwriter in one community. such as 
St. Loo. It was compromised by 
Fred Waring maestroing the Him- 
ber band on Sunday’s (25) teeoff 
show. Vincent Lopez next week; 
maestros change weekly. 








As Paul Kapp’s Aide 


William von Zehle, formerly with 
radio department of Music Corp. of 
America, has joined Consolidated Rae 
Left MCA last week. 

He will assist Paul Kapp in radio 
production and sales in new spot, 
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Automobile Ad Prospects Vague 


WIN, PLACE AND SHOW 





New Shepard-Financed Survey Sug- 
gests Rivals Just a Mirage 





Maybe Will Perk Up in 1939—Radio Will Be Last 
to Feel Upswing, It Is Thought 


+ 





Boston, Sept. 27. 
John Shepard, 3rd, has_ just 
financed a new survey of Boston pop- 
ularity which brings in win, plece 
an dshow as follows: WNAC, first, 








Detroit, Sept. 27. 


Appears here it may be some time 
before auto makers return to ozone 
with any considerable amount of 
cash. At least not until after first 
of year, or until public’s reception 
of 1939 model cars can be gauged 
accurately. 

Most ad budgets so far are based 
on only reasonable expectation of car 
sales, but there’s plenty of reasons 
why the estimates may fall pretty 
short, and therefore bring about a 
sudden shift upward. As a result of 
the conservative advertising outlay, 
bulk of automotive ad expenditures 
prior to N.Y. auto show, Nov. 11-18, | 
will go to newspapers and mags, | 
with an occasional spot announce- 
ment schedule going to radio sta- 
tions. 

As an indication of what’s happen- 
ing generally, Studebaker has set up 
an ad splurge for announcement of 
its new models, covering four na- 
tional mags and 2,000 newspapers, 
but with no provisions for radio or 
billboards. But, like other com- 
panies’ original budgets, Studebaker’s 
outlay is based on the most con- 
servative expectancy of car sales and 
therefore subject to upward revision 
at any time. Which, if it happens, 
and observers believe it will, would 
undoubtedly mean some sort of ap- 
propriation for radio. 

Leading auto moguls are freely 
predicting a 25-30% rise in new car 
sales in 1939, which would mean a 
similar upswing in advertising ex- 
penditures, since latter are based on 
stipulated amount for each car sold. 
However, moguls are prone to hold 
off on radio layout until a steady car 
market is at hand, because of the 
added expense in geiting program on 
air, plus the 13-week or longer con- 
tracts necessary. Newspaper copy 
can be jerked much more easily and 
quickly. 

Time All Gone 

Available network time may be 
another determining factor in the 
automotive radio decisions. With 
choice spots practically gone, it may 


WAAB, second, John Shepard, 3d. 

According to this report, Colum- 
bia'’s programs as manifest on WEEI 
and the non-Shepard NBC programs 
as represented by WBZ are just also- 
rans, 


N. Y. WORLD FAIR'S 
GAIN, RADIO’S LOSS 


Ad agencies handling General | 
Motors business have recon- 


ciled themselves to the almost COUGHLIN SET 
certain fact that the corpora- , 

tion will spend no money on 

network advertising during the UNDER REVISED 


coming winter. Only chance 
Detroit, Sept. 27. 


they see for a veering from 
this policy is a he2vy and spon- 

Under a revised setup completed 
| Monday (26), Father Charles E. 











taneous response to one of its 
new automobile lines, such as 
Chevrolet. Otherwise it will 
stay clear cf any network tie- 
uDs. 

GM has earmarked over $5,- 
000,000 for the New York 
Vorld’s Fair, with this money 
slated to come out of the ad- 
vertising budgets of the various 














component companies. What || Coughlin will return to ozone Nov. | 
will” be the "Fair's gain, say ||§ over 44-station hookup on a 52- | 
these agencies, is due to be felt || comsecutive-week contract. Previous- 
decidedly by radio. |ly it had been planned to continue 


one-hour Sunday afternoon talks for 
only 30 weeks, or 
Easter. 

But for prohibitions against longer- 
than-one-year contracts, radio 
priest’s deal would have been set 
for 104 weeks. However, Stanley 
Boynton, head of Aircasters, Inc., 
which handled deal, declared that 
contracts would be renewed for the 
additional 52 weeks as soon as it is 
possible. ; 

WJR here will again be the key 
station, but 50,000-watter will be re- 
quired to air recordings of priest’s 
talks on three occasions this fall, 
due to conflict with WJR’s broad- 
casts of Detroit Lion pro grid games 
for Chrysler Corp. Coughlin’s talks 
will hit ozone from 4 to 5 p. m. when 
grid games will be in progress on 
three Sundays in November. 

Besides Coughlin’s talks, opening 
program will air for first time new 
$95,000 electric organ, recently in- 
stalled in priest’s new Shrine of the 
Little Flower in suburban Royal 
Oak. A 14-voice choir will also take 





until around 


‘FAMOUS JURY TRIALS’ 
REVIVED AS CO-OP 


A new selling angle will surround 
return of ‘Famous Jury Trials’ to 
Mutual on Oct. 12. Program will be 
sold to participating sponsors for 
half time rate of sitions along the 
co-operative route. 

Program aired last year fo. Men- 
nen, This year there are already six 
sponsors set in St. Louis, Chicago, 
Cincinnati and Philadelphia for the 
Wednesday 10:00-1€:30 p.m. broad- 
casts, 

Ralph Corbett produces the show 
which is written by Sam Baker. 
Martin Young, attorney, checks each 
script for technical perfection. Wal- 
ter Freeman, Chi rep of Mutual, is 
on the road peddling program whi h 
will originate from New York. Also 
possible that show will air fro.n stu- 
dios of station WMCA, local riv *, 











force auto makers to hold off alto- 
gether; but the more logical move 
seems to be that they’ll plunge in 
when, and if, the market seems ripe 
for auto sales perk. 

Ideas and plans for automotive 
ether shows are all set, in many in- 
stances awaiting only the ‘go’ sign 
from the brass hats. 





New ‘Green Hornet’ Time 


Presupposes Fans Listen 
Vailee, Smith Shows Thru 


Mutual is changing the release 
time for ‘The Green Hornet’ from 
8:30 to 8 p.m. so as to give the show 
a better chance to compete with the 
two-hour network shows opposite it 
Thursday nights, namely, Rudy Val- 
lee-Standard Brands and Kate Smith- 
General Foods. Theory advanced at 
Mutual is that listeners are more 
likely to tune in on the shocker on 
the hour than shift from one of the 
60-minute competitors at the midway 
point. 

KSO, Des Moines, which takes 
both the NBC-blue (WJZ) service 
and Mutual, recently asked the lis- 
teners to vote on which of two pro- 
grams, ‘Information Please’ or ‘The 
Green Hornet,’ they preferred to 
hear. Idea was tom-tomed in the Des 
Moines Register and Tribune and in 
the hour’s runoff ‘Information’ was 
gired as part of the regular Tuesday 
night hookup while ‘Hornet’ was fed 
from an instantaneous record. Vote 
was 384 for ‘Information’ and 345 
for ‘Hornet.’ 








SCRIPT STRIPPED TO FIT 


All-Negro Show Budget Adjusts to 
Memphis Better Than Harlem 








Title of proposed all-Negro NBC 
sustainer, ‘Harlem Hotel,’ being 
readied by Moe Gale, has been 
changed to ‘Beale Street’ and script 
altered to fit. 

Cost of regular band, with attend- 
ant rehearsals pay, large cast and 
material worries .or story script of 
hotel caused change. Juano Her- 
nandez and Mel Ronson are re- 
writing and economizing setup. 


since WOR’s facilities are already | Patt. 


crowded. 


TRADE PAPERS BEST 
 RADIO-FILM TEXT 


Coughlin’s Status 

It is understood that Coughlin, 
who had a run-in with Archbishop 
Edward Mooney shortly after latter’s 
appointment here year ago, will sub- 
mit his talks to a diocesan superior 
before rendition, Thereby avoiding 
another run-in or suspension of air 











Detroit, Sept. 27. | talks. 
A course in radio and motion pic-; List of stations carrying priest’s 
tures is being offered this fall at | talks: 


Western high school here, with 
Arthur Stenius as teacher. Since 
there are no suitable textbooks 
available, studes will visit Detroit 
radio stations and commercial film 
studios and expect to gain experi- 
ence through school’s radio and film 
equipment. 

Rate cards, trade journals, cover- 
age maps and sales surveys will be 
used for references in studying radio, 
while publicity releases, press books, 
trade papers and working scripts 


will be studied in motion picture 
field, 


WJR, Detroit; WGR, Buffalo; 
WJAS, Pittsburgh; WHN, New York; 
WFBL, Syracuse; WHAM, Roches- 
ter; WOKO, Albany; WCAO, Balti- 
more; WDAB, Philadelphia; WJJD, 
Chicago; WCKY, Cincinnati; WHO, 
Des Moines; WOC, Davenport; 
WEW, St. Louis; WTCN, Minneapo- 
lis; WGAR, Cleveland; WHKC, Co- 
lumbus, O.; WTMJ, Milwaukee; 
WIRE, Indianapolis; WHBI, Newark; 
WPG, Atlantic City; WIBA, Madison, 
Wis.; WREN, Lawrence, Kans.; 
WIND, Gary, Ind.; WBAX, Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa.; WGBI, Scranton, Pa.; 
WKBO, Harrisburg, Pa.; WESG, El- 
mira, N. Y.; and the Colonial net- 
work of WAAB, WEAN, WICC, 
WSAR, WSPR, WLBL, WFEA, 
WLLH, WTHT, WNBH, WBRY, 
WLNH, WRDO, WNAI, WNLC and 
wcoy. 





SOIREE FOR KAROL 


KMOX Will Educate, Entertain and 
Feed Business Group 








St. Louis, Sept. 27. 

Presence of John A. Karol, CBS 
market research chief here on Oct. 7 
to address the local Kiwanis Club 
will be utilized by KMOX for an 
attention-getter with the St. Louis 
Association of Mar.ifacturers’ Repre- 
sentatives, a group of wholesale food 
distributors. Latter with wives, 
friends, relatives, etc., invited to a 
party that KMOX will present in its 
auditorium. 

Program will consist of an address 
by Karol, a full hour radio show, a 
card party and refreshments. KMOX 
and the food distributors will bank- 
roll the event which is expected to 
attract u capacity house. 


Hugh Cross on WCKY 


Cincinnati, Sept. 27. 
Hugh Cross and his radio pals, on 





Jolson East for Pair 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Al Jolson will take his air troupe 
east late next month for two broad- 
casts. His contract allows for a fort- 
night on the other seaboard. 
Sonja Henie guests on the Life- 
buoy program Oct. 4. Pat O’Brien is 
spotted for the following Tuesday. 








BUILDING AN ALUMNI 


Doctorate of Radio Acquires Payroll | 
Lustre 











Detroit, Sept. 27. 
Two more grads of Garnet Garri- 





WLW and WSAI for many months 
past, have left the Crosley staff to 
work independently. Hillbilly ‘combo 
starts a daily 30-minute morning 
stint on WCKY this week. 

But also working Saturday night 
shows with Renfro Valley Barn 


son’s radio department at Wayne U. 
have just landed ether jobs here- | 
abouts. 

Frank Telford, who obtained 
master’s degree in radio last spring | 
by adapting and pruducing ‘Tale of | 
Two Cities,’ is now scripting and | 


! 








Dance troupe, aired by WLW. producing for Detroit Board of Edu- | 


———_—_—— 

















Overseas Reiko Slants 





Shortwave listening has increased tremendously in the past fortnight, 
This, in turn, has brought home to Americans the difference between the 
various English-speaking announcers ‘regularly employed as foreign news 
disseminators. Considered entirely apart from what they say, and merely 
how they say it, the dope seems to be about as follows: 

Germany—use a salesman type of announcer, not unlike the soap boys 
on American networks. But the English sponken from Berlin is gen- 
erally the poorest. 

Czechoslovakia—clear, cool, clever. 

Italian—one of the regular news broadcasters is a woman who speaks 
English with a corn-fed American accent, 

France—marked by beautiful diction and a pharaseology notable for 
academic preciseness. 

England—sometimes painfully slow, deliberate and syllable-weighing, 





Kaltenborn’s Good Job 

Hans Von Kaltenborn of CBS seemed to be emerging as the dominant 
broadcasting personality of the siege and CBS was credited with a gen- 
eral edge over NBC. Kaltenborn is on the air, or so it seemed, morning, 
noon and late night. Interpreting, interviewing, reporting. And going out 
on the limb that there would not be a war. 

CBS policy of using the same persons rather than bringing in new 
viewpoints all the time seemed to work out best. At least the family 
parlor brigade was apparently rooting for CBS’ way of doing things. 





Jamming Has Started? 

Broadcast engineers became suspicious at the difficulty they were hav- 
ing Monday night (26) in picking up the Czechoslovakian stations and the 
speculation developed that perhaps the Nazi government was testing out 
its tactics of jamming the enemy’s radio signals. A severe storm did pre- 
vail over the Atlantic at the time but the persistent failure to get the least 
coherency from Prague made things look somewhat more than nature- 
manufactured. 

In case of war it is expected that the opposition camps will engage in a 
diligent campaign to jam each other’s broadcast efforts. 





The Old Belgian Routine 
Propaganda of the atrocity type was heard Saturday night when lurid 
tales of Czech soldiers affronting the opposite sex were heard in English 
broadcasts. 





A. T. & T. Checks War Needs 
New York Telephone Co. has during the past week been inquiring of 
its teletypewriter subscribers, particularly newspapers and radio stations, 
whether they would have immediate needs for additional circuits in the 
event war was declared. 
Wire combine explained that it wanted to be prepared in case of an 
emergency, 





Where the Press Wins Out 

Newspapers may have lost the spot news edge to radio’s space-leaping 
ability but the full story has to be told by the press. This was vividly 
clear when Monday’s New York Times and Herald Tribune printed maps 
that visualized, as no radio comment over the weekend could, the full 
extent of the Reichchancellor’s demands. : 

Incidentally, the Herald-Trib man, Walter Kerr, broadcasting from 
Prague, has packed a lot of solid fact behind a hesitant, about-to-weep 
sort of delivery. Kerr remained eminently fair and dispassionate even 
as it became clear that he admires Czechoslovakia. 





Murrow Interprets CBS’ Ideals 

Statement which made a marked impression on the trade was the one 
that Ed Murrow, CBS’ chief European rep, appended to his review of the 
international crisis Sunday night (25). Broadcasting, he said, was playing 
a tremendous role in Europe where the nations were engaged in hurling 
invectives against one another. 

Because of this Columbia fully appreciated its responsibility to Amer- 
ican listeners. The network was, he added, ‘trying to give information 
upon which an opinion could be based and not what the opinion should be.’ 





Static Marred Eden Talk 

Anthony Eden’s speech offered an instance when radio, which has func- 
tioned so impressively in the current international crisis, was lamentably 
inadequate. Trouble in this case was simply that old bugaboo of trans- 
ocean broadcasting, static. Eden spoke Wednesday (21) night, or mid- 
afternoon New York time, at the annual dinner of the Stratford-on-Avon 
branch of the English Speaking Union. 

As it happened, that was just about the high point of the hurricane 
that was lashing the Atlantic seaboard. As a result, the talk was never 
clear and frequently was almost unintelligible. Only the fact that Eden 
spoke ultra slowly and deliberately gave it any clarity—and, in a way, 
that marred the dramatic effect. 





Chamberlain Keeps Cool cose 
Neville Chamberlain, in a brief talk over BBC and NBC on arriving 
at Heston Airport, near London, after his conference with Hitler, displayed 
a clear, firm voice and a calm manner. In its phraseology and delivery, 


address seemed perfectly adapted to the occasion. Did not sound either 
jittery or tired. 





Gram Swing in Prague 
Raymond Gram Swing, who arrived in London just as the Chamberlain- 
Hitler talk was scheduled, has slipped into Prague. Mutual was anxiously 
hoping to hear from him from that point but could not be sure of the 
time. Vojta Benes, brother of the president of Czechoslovakia, was heard 
over Mutual Monday afternoon immediately following Hitler’s speech. An 
exclusive. Also rebroadcast from disc of Chamberlain’s Tuesday (27) talk. 





Must Get Re-broadcast OK 
American stations must obtain (F.C.C. rules require) direct permission 
to re-broadcast. This applies to the foreign senders as well. When WOR, 
New York, got permission 10 days ago it was fairly simple to get an okay. 
Larry Nixon of WNEW, New York, in applying later got an okay from 
Germany within five hours and from Czechoslovakia within one day. 
Russia and Roumania took two days. And it takes longer now. Today 
Prague is shut off from the world save for its powerful DX station which 
sends out the A.P. and U.P, dispatches. 
WOR’s Smart Platterizing 
G. W. (Johnny) Johnstone of WOR, New York, has reaped lots of word- 
of-mouth from his stunt of recording the contradictory propaganda of 
the two sides and re-broadcasting, without comment, over Mutual. This 
has continued into the second week. With daylight saving it now is heard 
at 10:30 p.m. instead of 11:30. Europe does not conserve sunlight. 





cation radio department. Stenry | Robert White, now production di- 
Schneidewind joined WMBC last/rector at NBC, Chicago; Edgar 
week as spieler, but will continue Willis, script write: and producer 
work on his M.A. in radio this year. | for Detroit Board of Ed.; Glendora 

Other Wayne U. radio grads now | Forshee, free lance acting on De- 
in radio include Fran!: Gill and Bill | troit stations; Harry Golder, spieler 
Doemling, row scripting and comedy ‘at WXYZ, and James Irwin, an- 


| 
' 


foils for new Joe E. Brown show; / nouncer at WMBC here. 
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FE SELVES PAWN 
PROPAGANDA 


Washington Already Pon- 
ders Ifs and Maybes 
of Hostilities — American 
Neutrality Might Be Em- 
barrassed and, 
of U.S.A. Goins to War, 
Censorship Is Certain 


DISQUIETING 


Washington, Sept. 27. 

Imposition of stringent Federal 
regulations involving news and prop- 
aganda censorship threaten’ the 
American broadcasting industry in 
the event Europe blows off the lid 
with a major war. 

This, of course, is vague and be- 


yond the reach of confirmation at | 


the moment. But broadcasters have 


been quick to consider what war | American populace cannot be stam- 


would mean, either from a distance | 
or with America possibly drawn into 
the situation, e en remotely. Events 


| rassing. 


of the past fortnight have slowed |tions would be used for spying or 
|code transmission is 


business, unsettled people in their | 
regular habits and, added to the re- | 
cession in the spring and the long 
and rather painful business summer, 
has already made radio men realize 
that abnormal conditions will pinch | 
them in many unforeseen ways. 


Speculation also has considered | 
the predicament of foreign-language 
stations in the event of war. A ban | 
of languages, other than English, | 
is to be expected, sin e Americans | 
traditionally dislike the unfamiliar 
consonants, once national feeling is 
stirred up. 

Conflict within the Government, ; 
with the Army and Navy fighting the | 
civilians, is feared by broadcast ob- | 
servers who have picked up murmurs | 
of informal, unofficial conversations | 
about intensifying the Government's 
control of broadcasting, if a conti- 
nental conflict actually breaks out. 

What may happen to radio remains | 
conjectural and the answer seems to 
rest with President Roosevelt. But 
in advance there is noticeable agita- 
tion for use of the emergency pow- 
ers in Section 606 of the Communi- 
cations act. Fundamental question of | 
national policy is likely to deter- | 
mine the course followed. | 

Broadcasters are becoming anxious 
because of the rumors floating around | 
semi-official circles, although no vis- 
ible evidence has been turned up to 
justify much apprehension. Specu- 
lative conversations seem to fertilize | 
the gossip that nationalization of | 
radio is an extremely real danger. Un- 
official talks with persons in respon- 
sible positions throughout the Gov- 
ernment show, however, that Federal 
people are doing considerable think- 
ing about the place of broadcasting 
in the national defense setup. 

Extent of the President’s powers 
is not fully appreciated. While many 
restrictions would be imposed in 
event the United States is dragged 
into hostilities, the statute also per- | 
mits the Chief Executive to ‘suspend 





or amend, for such time as he may ; 


See fit, the rules and regulations’ of | 


the FCC whenever he feels there is' Correspondent and 


a foreign war, ‘a threat of war, or a 
State of public peril or disaster o1 
other national emergency’ or if he 


preserve the neutrality of the United 
States.’ 

Under this far-reaching language, | 
the President could place tight curbs 
on commercial broadcasting merely | 
if he considers it would improve the | 


in Event | 


|might occur that would be embar- 


|not through any of its departments 


| W. H. Darracott. 


| reported 
deems it necessary in attempting ‘to| throughout Europe. 


RADIO INDUSTRY 








An Important News Omission 





day or night at the point of origin. 





Time-calling was 


past weekend. 





With broadcasts from Europe occupying much attention, and cop- 
ping lots of favorable comment for radio, there still remains one 
oversight from a listener standpoint. 
mentators when going on the air in Europe to mention the time of 


bit vague on the differential in Prague, Berlin and other cities. 

Best of all, however, such mention along with identification of the 
speaker and the city would add a further element of dramatic in- 
terest, permitting the listener to realize even more fully how swift 
a courier of the news radio variably is. 
noted, however, 
Murrow from London seemed to realize the dramatic value over the 


This is the failure of the com- 


Americans must necessarily be a 


in some instances. Edward 








| hension that broadcasting would be 
'a menace to continued maintenance 
j of peace, from the U. S. point of 
view. Possibilities of propagandizing 
ithe people are pointed out, with 
alarmists declaring public animosity 
could be worked up to the blazing 
point in short time via the micro- 
| phone. 

| On the other hand, opinion is that 
|drastic moves, such as censorship, | 
would not be justifiable until the 
| U. S, actually takes up arms. More 
|desirable is it to keep on a normal 
i basis, permitting fullest freedom of 
speech, as long as possible. Persons 
with this view are confident the 





peded, although aware ‘incidents’ 


Idea that commercial sta- 


pooh-poohed 
quite generally. 

Chief reason why the Government 
might take over radio is to facilitate 
mobilization and keep up the public 
morale... Neither of these purposes 
would be attempted as long as we re- 
maimat peace. 





Chains Fear No Curbs 
NBC and Columbia declare that 
the Washington administration has | 


sought to interfere with or guide 
them in the past week's broadcasts 





on the European crisis. Networks | 
are certain that, if anything, the U. | 
S. Government will lean far back | 
in the other direction so as to avoid 
giving any impression that the news | 
or views aired are those of the ad- 
ministration. [Details of both net- 
works’ expert coverage in the cur- 
rent European crisis will be found 
in the radio section.] 

Webs are also strong in the belief 
that the Government will have 
nothing to do with directing the 
conduct of foreign news broadcasts 
s> long as there is no evidence of 
subsidized propaganda transmission 
or this country is not at war. 





Canada’s Foreign Element 
Montreal, Sept. 27. 

Current talk of war lends sig- 
nificance to the series of broadcasts | 
on citizenship starting Wed. (28) | 
with a view to building up a national | 
viewpoint among peoples of diverse | 
nationality residing in Canada, 
Should a conflict involving Great 
Britain break out in Europe, con- 
scription which might affect Canadian 
citizens would exempt those who 
have not been naturalized and pur- 
pose of these programs is to ‘sell’ 
citizenship. 

Production is under supervision | 
of Robert England with scripting by | 
John Kannawin in collaboration with 











{ 
‘ 
Atlanta, Sept. 27. | 
author, foreign | 
journalist, has | 
been added to WATL'’s staff as for- | 
eign news commentator. Arden has) 
wars and revolutions | 





Robert Arden, 


He speaks 17 languages. 
CBS Scores Scoop 

CBS claimed another scoop this, 
week when entire net was kept open 
until three a.m. Monday morning 


PARIS NEWS 
UNDER GOVT. 
CONTROL 


Paris, Sept. 27. 

While desiring to avoid the invidi- 
ous word ‘censorship’ the govern- 
ment has nevertheless felt it neces- 
sary to regulate news broadcasts 
over the various French stations. 
These stations are of two kinds, 
those owned by the government and 
those owned by private advertising 
interests. French radio dualism is 
similar to the Canadian and Aus- 
tralian systems. 

What the government wishes to 
avoid is alarmistic news bulletins 
over the air. There is a recently 
passed states secret law under which 
prosecution is possible for the unau- 
thorized revelation particularly of 
news concerning the number, loca- 
tion or type of troop concentrations. 

Diplomatic correspondents not 
connected with radio also have been 
given to understand that the usual 
news liberties are subject to immi- 
nent limitation. 








Raps Boake Carter 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 

Boake Carter was accused last 
week of spreading false reports in 
his column concerning President 
Roosevelt's press conferences. Earl 
Godwin, prez of the White House 
Correspondents Association, made 
the charge in a letter to the Ledger 
Syndicate, Philly, which distribs the 
Carter pillar. 

Former radio commentator, who is 
about to start a nationwide tour to 
lecture on ‘Freedom of Speecis,’ ¢* 


|clared that the Prez suppressed the 


press by forcing correspondents to 
submit queries to Roosevelt’s secre- 
tary before being permitted to ask 
questions at press conferences. 

‘The trouble with Carter's state- 
ment,’ Godwin wrote, ‘is that it is 
100% wrong. The White House press 
conferences are as free as air with 
no restraint as to questions asked. 
This is not the first time Carter has 
made completely erroneous state- 
ments concerning newspaper work 
in Washington and the White House 
correspondents object to this type of 
misinformation.’ 





Viola Brothers Shore scripting Joe 
E. Brown's Post Toastie show. 


FEARS WAR 
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Word Picture of Sponsored Radio 


In France and 


War Clouds 


England With 
in the Background 





By BOB LANDRY 

—A tantalizing vision of large 
possible profits that will probably 
never be made because of artificial | 
restrictions. | 

—A group of men and corpora-| 
tions working under a constant | 
threat of extermination. 

—A growing business stunted in | 
early youth. | 

These are the dominant impres- | 
sions of French and English com-| 
mercial radios made upon a profes- 
sional observer from the United 
States. Advertising is a small and 
rather furtive weed in the garden 
of French-English broadcasting. It 
slips into England without formal 
sanction and against official wishes. 
It exists in France by the tolerance, 
not too cordial, of the government, 
which has its own stations. And yet | 
the impression is strong that, given | 
a chance to find itself and its place | 
in status quo, commercial radio | 
would duplicate, in due proportion to | 
population, wealth and local customs, | 
the success it has had in the United | 
States. It could, but it won’t. The 
newspaper lords will not allow na- 
ture to take its course. 

Commercial radio for both coun- 
tries uses substantially the same sta- 
tions, located in France and Luxem- 
bourg. There are time segments set 
aside, notably early morning and 
most of Sunday, for English language 
programs. This dualism is, of course, 
well known. But what is not fully 
appreciated is the subtle way in 
which the British Broadcasting Co. | 
overclouds and holds back advertis- | 
ing over the air. | 

Plenty of Odds 

Commercials have almost every- | 
thing against them, yet they survive | 
and get more important, Luxem- 
bourg has to jump its signal 200 
miles to reach England, yet it has 
probably the world’s highest adver- 
tising rate. Normandy’s signal is 
probably inferior to BBC throughout 
the United Kingdom, with the pos- 
sible exception of some coastal 
neighborhoods, yet it has built a sun- 
rise and Sunday audience that is 
larger than BBC, due to the latter’s 
chaste and dull program on Sunday 
and late rising other days. 

Normandy has built up its Eng- 
lish program schedule from primi- 
tive phonograph recordings four 
years ago to a point where, in addi- 
tion to the advertising shows, the 
International Broadcasting Co. (in 
London) is creating sustainers so 
that the unsold time snall not be in- 
ferior in quality to the adjacent seg- 
ments occupied by sponsors. This 
is extremely progressive under the 
prevailing conditions. It bespeaks the 
zip with which Richard Meyer and 
Frank Lamping have attacked their 
snags. 

In Paris there is a busy and ag- 
gressive outfit called Radio Cite 
which has been going in for stunts 
in a big way. It has several Parisian 
theatres under contrect and origi- 
nates programs from them. It has 
been increasing its audience by a 
variety of devices which are well 











NBC 


Says Rivals Chisel F oreign 
News; Will Identify European Pickups 





known in America, but daringly new 





NBC is trying to stop other net- 


nation’s chances of avoiding involve- | (26) to carry news break and sub-| works from lifting foreign broad- 


ment in overseas shooting. 
: Although more attention naturally | 
is being paid commercial carriers— | 
international cable, telephone, radio 
mediums and domestic communica- | 
tions systems—in making plans for | 
the future, there is a lively concern. 
Over broadcasting. Two schools of | 
thought are emerging from the de- | 
bate whether public interest would, 
require Governmental throttling. 

In many quarters there is appre-: 


lea. 
Net was tipped off by Anne Gillis, 
of station WJSV, Washington, that) 
break would come. Net had been | 
staying out late nights, anyway until | 
two a.m. reguiarly for possible war! 
breaks. Only network to carry. | 
Harry Simeone’s chorus signed for | 
Hollywood Hotel as backup for 
vocalists 


| stance of president Roosevelt's peace casts which it has taken the initia- 


tive in arranging by having the an- 
nouncer at the shortwave source 
open with the words, ‘Calling NBC.’ 
Case in point last week was the re- 
lay cof Commissar Litvinov’s speech 
at the League of Nations, Geneva. 


NB had arranged to have the 
broadcast pickup up by an RCA 
transmitter in London and relayed 
by si 


the NBC's exclusive tieup with the 





iortwave to this country, but| networks have taken advantage of 
| NBC alertness. 


Station at Geneva didn’t stay Mu- 
tual from getting the speech by way 
of a Press Wireless pickup on this 
side, 

According to NBC the other webs 
have shown no compunction in horn- 
ing in on foreign broadcasts whose | 
American re-transmission NBC has | 
been first to apply for. NBC cites 
not only the current European 
crisis but the Howard Hughes 
round-the-world flight where other 





for France. Bear in mind, too, that 
in many ways Frenchmen are re- 
sistant to drastic innovations. Poste 
Parisien is also on the snappy side. 
Government stations are rather 
notoriousiy behind the parade, but 
there is evidence of a growing reali- 
zation by Fr2nch cabinet members 
and other nabobs that the develop- 
ment of radio and its devotion to the 
interests of propaganda and national 
interest needs encouraging. There 


| will undoubtedly be a lot of English- 


speaking messages from 
Frenchmen aimed at the 
States in due time. 


War Is an ‘X’ Quantity 
War would possibly be a disastrous 
blow to the commercial radio in- 
terests of France and England, as the 


linguistic 
United 





Free Speech? 


London, Sept. 27. 

Switchboard at the local of- 
fices of the Columbia Broad- 
casting System was swamped 
last Wednesday before, during 
and after Capt. Anthony Eden’s 
broadcast which CBS carried to 
the United States. British 
listeners, wanted to know, 
where or how they could hear 
the former British foreign min- 
ister’s speech. There was no 
way in which Britons could 
hear what the leader of the 
political opposition had to say 
about the precarious war sit- 
uation. 

BBC did not schedule Eden al- 
though fully informed well 
ahead that CBS had made ail 
arrangements to bring him to 
America. Eden is not in favor 
with the government and BBC 
is a government monopoly. 











inevitable government take - over 
might serve as an easy excuse for 
those who resent commercial radio 
to quietly stick a stiletto into its ribs. 

Meanwhile it is provocative to find 
throughout English show business, 
in night clubs, vaudeville, revues and 
on phonograph records a widespread 
spoofing of the BBC. This ranges 
from sympathetic chiding to vinegar- 
sharp satire. The revue ‘Nine Sharp,’ 


has a prolonged frolic called ‘Thank 


God for the BBC.’ It runs the gamut 
of burlesque. 


BBC remains aloof. They are too 
well bred to answer and too confi- 
dent of their own strong position to 
worry. In general they are reported 
as sporismanly about the commercial 
‘opposition.’ Real pressure has al- 
ways been indirect, a sort of Tinker- 
to-Evers-to-Chance play with the 
newspaper publishers using BBC and 
the foreign office to get French of- 
ficialdom to undermine English-lan- 
guage broadcasting on French sta- 
tions. It has not been successful, 
but it has made life miserable for the 
advertising stations. 





FADIMAN SPONSORED 


Canada Dry Buys ‘Information, 
Please,’ NBC Sustainer 








‘Information, Please’ has been 
bought by Canada Dry through the 
J. M. Mathes agency. Starting date 
and number of stations had not been 
set by press time yesterday (Tues- 
day ). 

Program will retain the same spot 
on the NBC-blue (WJZ), Tuesday 
9-9.30, that it has occupied as a sus- 
tainer, and will have Clifton Fadi- 
man, Franklin P. Adams (F.P.A.), 
James Kieran, N. Y. Times sports 
columnist, and Oscar Levant, com- 
poser-pianist, as the continuing cast, 
Plus the occasional guesters, 





John Barrymore set for dramatic 
lead on second week of Texaco Star 
Theatre from Hollywood. Olivia de 
Havilland booked for Noy, 2, 
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Philippine Stations Assert 
ASCAP Payments Unnecessary; 


Situation 


Jams Sponsorship 








4 


Plan of the H. W. Kastor agency 
to include the Philippine Islands in 
its radio campaigns may be stymied 
by the circumstance that the two 
stations in Manila, KZIB and KZRM, 
have refused to become licensees of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. Operators 
of the outlet hold that copyright law 
of the United States does not extend 
its protection to the islands and have 
challenged ASCAP to send over reps 
to establish its rights through the 
local courts, 

In applying for licenses for some 
musical transcriptions Kastor, 
through World Broadcasting System, 
last week informed the mechanica) 
rights bureau of the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Association that it 
understood that the agency would | 
not have to pay any royalties on 
discs used on Philippine stations. | 
Representatives of the stations had | 
advised the agency that the islands | 
were exempt from copyright laws | 
and that an advertiser could expect | 
io save himself the expense entailed 
in the use of copyrighted music. 


Harry Fox, trustee and agent for | 
MPPA members in licensing matters, | 
pointed out that the standard license | 
which he issues stipulates that it is 
subject to the designated stations’ | 
having the required ASCAP license, | 
Fox added that even if he issued a} 
manufacturing license covering the} 
use of the discs on Philippine outlets 
the ASCAP proviso would still make 
the advertiser liable for any in- 
fringement suits. 

From ASCAP it was learned that 
there has been reams of correspond- 
ence with the two stations on the 
Islands and that the latter are still 
insisting that the issue be adjudi- 
cated in the local courts. 








Normandy’s Accounts 





London, Sept. 20. 
Radio Normandy through Interna- 








London Calling 











tional Broadcasting, Ltd., has set the 
following accounts: 

Kolynos—renewal of ‘Laugh and 
Grow Fit’ series for 52 weeks. 

Bisodol—renewal Friday morning 
quarter-hour. 

Pineate Honey Cough Syrup— 
football results Saturdays 5:30-6 
p..m. C. Mitchell & Co. is the 
agency. 

Fynnon Salt, 3:30-4 p. m. Sundays. 


Spottiswoode, Dixon & Hunting, 
Ltd. is the agency. 
Colgate — renewal. Wednesday 


morning broadcasts. Lord & Thomas 
is the agency. 


Rolly Ford at CKOV 


Vancouver, Scpt. 27. 


Stations in small centres in the in- 
terior of British Columbia have been 
jarred out of their lethargy recently 
by the energetic expansion of CKOV. 
Kelowna. Installation of $20,000 
worth of equipment to up the power 
to 1000 watts has put this station, on- 
erating in a town of 10,000 popula- 
tion, in the race for highly lucrative 
farmer market. 

To get the improved station really 
ticking, the owners have imported 
Rolly Ford, publicity man from 
CJOR, Vancouver, to manage the 
station. 








WSAY SOLIDLY ITALIAN 


Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 27. 

WSAY has a corner on Italian pro- 
gtams in the city with Sunday 
booked solid from 9:15 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
with Italian commercials, mostly 
musical, Only break is Jewish Hour 
10-11 a.m. Another series of Italian 
shows runs Saturday morning with 
sponsors figuring other programs 
build up listener interest among na- 
tionals sought to reach. 

Rival stations limit number and 
type of foreign programs, 





James’ Steady Work 
E. P. H. James, manager of sales 
Promotion, celebrates his 11th an- 
niversary with NBC this week. 
He came to work for the network 
in the same capacity Oct. 1, 1927 and 


pany that has held down the same 
executive job for that number of 


lair in U. K. will be presented by 


‘St. Simeon Stylites,’ by F. Sladen | 
Smith will be the first play to be} 
produced by Denis Johnston for | 
television since he joined the de-| 
partment in August. 





‘Autumn’ Laughter,’ Dorchester | 
Hotel cabaret production, televised | 
Sept. 21 and the afternoon of Sept. | 


23. Show includes Naunton Wayne, | 


Nick Long, Jr., Vera Haal, Danny | 
Kaye and the Dor-Chester Hale | 
Girls. Cecil Madden will be in| 


charge of the presentation. 





Wilfred Walter will be televised | 
in his own sketch, ‘The Man Who 
Sold His Shadow,’ in the evening 
program of Sept. 24. This will be 
presented by Jan Russell. 





Association Football results broad- | 
cast from Radio Normandy every} 
Saturday will from Sept. 24 be spon-| 
sored by Pineate Honey Cough | 
Syrup, a product of the Interna-| 
tional Chemical Co. C. Mitchell &| 
Co. also were responsible for plac- 
ing this contract with IBC. 





Total number of radio licenses in | 
force throughout U. K. is now} 
£,689,850, representing increase of 
383,900 in a year. Nearly 500 radio | 
owners were fined in August for not | 
having taken out a Post Office li- 
cense; one case the court ordered 
confiscation of the set. 





BBC serial production of ‘Les 
Miserables’ postponed till 1939, due 
to casting snags, but Terence de 
Marney, set for lead, will switch 
into chapter version of ‘The Cloister 
and the Hearth.’ 





Phineas Barnum being com- 
memorated in BBC program Oct. 2. 





‘Fats’ Waller guest artisting in Jay 
Wilbur’s ‘Melody Out of the Sky’ 
program Sept. 29, immediately prior 
to sailing for U. S. 








First gossip column to go on the 


Jack House on the Scottish program 
Oct. 3. 





‘The Ascent of F6,’ by Auden and 
Isherwood, and .‘The Romantic 
Young Lady,’ by.Gregorio Martinez 
Sierra, down for full-length visio 
presentation by BBC. 





Dame Marie Tempest is to play 
Queen Victoria in broadcast version 
of original radio play, ‘Victoria and 
Disraeli,’ by Hector Bolitho, Sept. 25. 





Mantovani and orchestra, featured 
on BBC programs, on continental 
commercial air Sundays from Lux- 
embourg for Snowfire (Cosmetics, 
Mather & Crowther agenting. Ralph 
Truman handles commercial spiel. 





Newcomer to radio advertising is 
J. H. Senior & Co., which has booked 
series of broadcasts from Radio Nor- 
mandy on weekday afternoons for 
Senior’s Pastes. 





Molly Picon cutting down her 
vaudeville dates here to return to 
America for ether appearances. Has 
lined up another 26 weeks with 
Maxwell Coffee. 





Leslie Mitchell, former BCC visio 
announcer and now commentating 
for British Movietone News, re- 
turned to the ether to announce visio 
programs of centenary celebrations 
of first railroad from London to 
Birmingham, 





John Rhode has written first of 
new BEC series’ ‘What Happened at 
8:20?’ to be aired Oct. 7. Second will 
be on air Oct. 21, authored by An- 
thony Armstrong. 





Launching of ‘Queen Elizabeth’ by 
the Queen herself Sept. 27, went out 
to Arabic listeners from Daventry, 
with A. K. Sourour, Arabic-speaking 
announcer, doing the commentating. 





BBC giving horse racing results of 
local. meeting, announced that a 
horse named Broadcaster came third 
of five runners in one of the races. 
Announcer added: ‘Sorry he came so 
low, we would have liked him 


| lection. 
| was that he refruin from mentioning 


DANTON WALKER PAID OFF 


Says Conditions Impossible—-Sponsor 
Substitutes John B, Kennedy 








Danton Walker, columnist on the 
N. Y. Daily News, was replaced Mon- 
day (26) by John B. Kennedy in the 
Gruen Watch spot on CBS. Parting 
petween the columnist and the com- 
mercial was friendly, with the for- 
mer being paid off for a major part 
of the contract, which had 13 weeks 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


A bright, new, shiny transmitter may be a joy to behold but Columbia’s 
50,000-watt antenna on the Coast, which flashes the KNX signal, has caused 
much gnashing of teeth among the technical crew. On night radiator was 
dedicated, amid much ceremony and speechmaking, something went hay- 
wire and the station lapsed into silence for a long spell. The erring 
gadget was put in place and all seemed serene until last Monday night 
while the Lux program was airing. This time it was the relay sequence 
that took a powder and the transmitter went sour (locally only) for a full 
34 minutes. Columbians decided that the old plant at Sherman Oaks 








to go. Walker held the late evening 


| spot, 11-11.10 p.m., on the CBS key | 
| station for a week. 


Temperament and _ unsatisfactory 
material were the reasons cited by 
the sponsor. while Walker stated 
that the conditions imposed upon 
him made it impossible for him to 
continue the series. Kennedy is doing 
a personality in the news routine. 

According to Walker, he was 
asked to do the commercials on the 
show, which he considered contrary 
to the best interests of his position 
as a columnist. He states he was 
also requested to submit his scripts 
early the morning of the broadcast, 
which is out of the question for him, 


considering his newspaper hours. 


Other stipulations were that he re- 
hearse the show in the afternoon and | 


introduce guests not of his own se- 
Final unacceptable request 


any of the class niteries, but stick to 
the more modest spots. 
Statement that he was paid off 


for a ‘substantial’ portion of the con- | 


tract is denied by the columnist, 
who says he could have held out for 
the full 13 weeks specified, but in- 
stead agreed to tear up the pact on 
the payment of two weeks’ salary. 
Second week payment was to cover 
last Monday night’s (26) broadcast, 
which he expected and was prepared 
to make. Walker was set on the pro- 
gram by Henry Souvaine agency, 
which is seeking to line up another 
show for him. 


Harold Smith’s Web 
Starts but WMCA Not In; 
Scott Bowen’s Plans 


Newly created Empire State net- 
work, of which Harold E. Smith is 
prime mover, hit its first snag day 
of announcement when _ Station 
WMCA refused to be associated be- 
cause Station WHN, its competitor, 
was named originating station. Net’s 
first program was to be the Ave 
Maria hour from WMCA, Bert Leb- 
har nixed. 

WMCA was first offered the prop- 
osition of being originating station 
for net. Claimed that Donald Flamm 
station asked too great a percentage 
of income which was turned down 
by Smith. 

Meanwhile WHN will feed sus- 
tainers to the net which was formed 
this week with Station WABY and 
WOKO, Albany; WIBX, Utica; 
WMBO, Auburn; WSAY, Rochester, 
and WBNY, Buffalo. Offices will be 
set up in New York shortly. 

Station WIBX of the group is 
owned by Scott Howe Bowen. 
Though plans are temporarily sus- 
pended, Bowen may use his station 
to double between two nets—one of 
his own creation. WIBX would take 
from Empire and operate its own 
net at same time. Bowen’s idea is to 
use Postal Telegraph wires, one- 
third the cost of A.T.&T. Use of 
same makes operation less expensive 
for individual stations on proposed 
net. 

WIBX was announced as in pro- 
cess of being sold to J. Curtis Wil- 
son and Emile Gough several weeks 
ago. Deal fell through and Bowen 
has been quietly working on two 
network tieups instead. 


KEEN Appeals Verdict 


Seattle, Sept. 27. 

In the petition for appointment of 
a receiver for KEEN by Howard J. 
Ryan, who holds a judgment of 
$12,500 against the outlet, Judge 
Douglas in the Superior court denied 
without prejudice the request, but 
gave the plaintiff the right to renew 
the application. By the order of 
denial, plaintiff had to produce a 
nominal bond of $10 and the defend- 
ant is restrained from in any 
manner selling, encumbering or 
making disposition of any of its 
property unless a supersedeas bond 
is posted by the defendant. 

KEEN is appealing the judgment 
to the Supreme court. 

















Lucille Bail and Virginia Verrill 








years, 


higher.’ 


with Jack Haley on his Wonder 
Bread opus, 


wasn't so bad after all so it has been restored to service as a standby, 
| KNX has been trying to sell the oldie and failing there, dismantle it. 
However, until the new one learns to behave there'll be no sale or 
| scrapping. 





| Gracious gesture was made Thursday (22) to WOL, local Mutual outlet, 
by WJSV, Washington’s CBS transmitter. 

WOL’s switch from the 1310 ke frequency to 1230 ke was recorded by 
| the Columbia station, which later presented William Dolph, manager of 
ithe Mutual transmitter, with a platter carrying the last five minutes of 
WOL’s last program on 1310 ke and the first five minutes of the first pro- 
Transcription was enclosed in a silver- 


} 


| gram on the new frequency. 
| mounted box. 

Rival station carried brief speeches by Harry Butcher, Columbia’s Wash- 
| ineton vice-prexy; A. D. Willard, Jr,, WJSV manager, and Arch McDonald, 
| sports commentator—all complimenting WOL on its progress in Washing- 
| ton. Pattycaking was completed with a speech of acceptance by Dolph 

in which he thanked WJSV for its continued cooperation, 





Horace Heidt is using a postcard campaign to build his audience on the 
Stewart-Warner show. Appeal on the card reads: ‘Help boost our radio 
rating by telling your friends to listen in every Sunday night at 10 o’clock 
EST on the NBC Network. It is now 6.3 and every person you tell to 
| listen in helps.’ On the other side of the card is a picture of a train wreck 
with a couple of inscriptions. One says, ‘Even train wrecks can't stop 
|your Brigadiers from breaking all house records.’ Other states, ‘Even 
though we missed the first show, the Gang played to 125,000 people at the 
| Orpheum, Minneapolis. One person from every family saw the Gang to 
| gross business over $25,000.’ 
| 
| 





Photographs will be taken of every Vox Pop interview session con- 
ducted by Parks Johnson and Wally Butterworth when pair resume Oct. 1 
for Penn Tobacco. It is one of those ‘just in case’ safeguards because 
| the Vox Pop session missed a natural publicity bet by not photographing 
Douglas Corrigan interview. 
| A few days later Corrigan made his ‘wrong-way’ flight to Ireland but 
|!no photo was available to prove that Parks and Wally were on the job 
in advance. 





Oliver Riehl, one of oldest production men in radio, may return to 
broadcasting via a production job at NBC. Riehl has been running a 
citrus farm in Florida for his father but visited in New York City last 
week. 

Riehl operated KDKA at Pittsburgh for two years starting in 1920. He 
went to Chicago as program and musical director for Frank E. Mullen 
at KYW. Later he served on stations at Louisville, Nashville and Tulsa. 





Consolidatea Edison program over WJZ, New York, uses 16 employees, 
ranging from 22 to 45 years of age, as a chorus. They were auditioned 
Aug. 15 from 200 candidates. Chorus rehearses entirely on its own time 
but is excused from work for the dress rehearsal Tuesday. All get paid 
for their radio labors but did not know at the time they volunteered 
that they would get any money. 








McCann-Erickson, it is reported, has in recent weeks brought strong 
sales pressure to bear on the Ford Motor Co. toward inducing the latter 
to assign all its advertising business to that agency. Ford national account 
is and has been for over 10 years with the N. W. Ayer agency. McCann- 
Erickson clears all Ford dealer co-operative advertising. 





Young & Rubicam has a special disguise for its publicity department. 
Blurbs sent out by the agency carry the signature, ‘Bureau of Industrial 
Service.’ 





‘Living in a Great Big Way’ is the title of Kate Smith's autobiography 
which will be published Oct. 12 as a Reynal & Hitchcock Blue Ribbon 


AIR GOSSIP SPONSORED |SMALL STATION WILL 
SPEND $1,000 YEARLY 


Not in Seattle Dailies So Acquires 
Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 


Comiaercial Value 
Agreement has been reached by 

Musicians Union with WIBG, tiny 
suburban kilowatter here. Outlet 
will spend its quota of $1,000 a year, 
for which it will have a broadcast 
once every two weeks by seven men. 
Pact is for 39 weeks. 

Union agreed to allow educational 
concerts on the station by Beaver 
College band and glee club. 


GUZENDORFER JOINS KSRO 


Another Change Makes’ Larry 
Thatcher the Commercial Manager 














Seattle, Sept. 27. 

A new show, ‘Radio Tips’ has just 
been inaugurated for this gossip- 
stripped town. KOMO has show. 
Sponsored by Ben Tipp, jeweler. Bob 
Nichols, free lance scripter is 
writing. 

Working on angle that keeping up 
with radio is keeping up with the 
world, Nichols has written into his 
stanza all the info concerning pro- 
grams, special events and personali- 
ties on the air. 











Omaha’s Big Monday 


Omaha, Sent. 27. 


Food exposition promoted eéxclu- 
sively by WOW drew an attendance 
of over 7,000 persons on its opening 
night last Monday (26), despite op- 
position of one-night stand by Rudy 
Vallee and stage date by the Horace 
Heidt band. Cast at food event in- 
cluded Irene Rich, Carl Deacon 
Moore band, Jack Baker, Marge 
Hudson and Munson Comption. 

Exposition, which is held annual- 
ly, this year had 64 national ad- 
vertisers exhibiting. 





San Francisco, Sept. 27. 

Wilt. Gunzendorfer is new manager 
and studio program director of sta- 
tion KSRO, Sanfa Rosa, formerly in 
charge of the San Francisco and later 
the Hollywood offices of the Thomas 
Lee Artists Bureau, which folded re- 
cently. Previously radio and vaude- 
ville as a band leader. 

Another KSRO appointment gives 
Larry Thatcher the post of com- 
mercial manager, 





Theme Girl Now Actress 
San Francisco, Sept. 27. 

Ruth Peterson, one of the Golden 
Gate International! Exposition’s 
‘theme girls,’ who made her radio 
debut recently in the ‘Sons of the 
Lone Star’ westerner over the Coast 
NBC-Blue web from San Francisco, 
joins the casi of ‘Hawthorne House,’ 
Wesson Oil’s Red retwork drama, 
Oct. 3. 

Role formerly played by Jeane 
Cowan, now in Hollywood. 





Alma Dettinger’s Sponsor 
Bridgeport, Sept. 27. 

Alma M. Dettinger hired by Craw- 
ford Laundry, Bridgeport, for fash- 
ion chore. One of two shots will 
be an audience forum, with prizes, 
and the other Miss Dettinger’s ad- 
vice on beauty. 

Crawford last season tied in with 
George Jessel’s Mutual participator. 
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*VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE, 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 








INTERNATIONAL RADIO Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON 29 


CANADA’S NAME SERIES 


Canada Gets Into Stride | FPIT STARS FR Cubans Beg Judge Landis for Right 
Winter Programs SetPervonnel Shifts and General — PUACCI PYPIE, To Broadcast Series in Spanish 


Injection of More Zip Forecast R 


if ae Also for French 
Cheerio Identifies Self |'Dominion to Hear Preten- Peek 


A general raising of production As Thrill for Ill Boy | tious Programs of Shakes- Montreal, Sept. 27. 


standards, more concentration of . Canadian Broadcasting Cor- 
personnel efforts, and the greater perian Plays Led by Stars poration may hold a contest for 
from Dramatic Stage 


high-lighting and polishing of pro- Cheerio (Charles K. Field), broad- French-language authors of 
gram series is the three-fold objec- casting over the NBC-Blue net from plays as well as for those writ- 
tive of the Canadian Broadcasting | Montreal last week, broke one of his ten in English and cash prizes 
Corp. in the completing of its plans to divulge SEEK AUTHORS will be offered in addition to 
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Havana, Sept. 27. 
Toronto, Sept. 27. Strenuous efforts are being made 
by various Cuban authorities te get 
permission from Judge Landis for a 


Montreal, Sept. 27. Spanish 


of a 
play-by-play description of the com- 
ing World Series. Programs would 
be but with RCA 


language broadcast 


cardinal rules not his 


non-commercial, 














for the new fall program season. | identity, by inviting one of his fans CRC Reds gr wenger here paying expenses. Nothing is set 
Policy of moving production men |to come to the CFCF studios during eo ; ee —— ontest so tar. however 
and other executives to the vari- | his broadcast i} Was originally intended for so tar, yer. 
. . ° ss o- pints a s an | in¢glis ¢ , iges re z : Pe oe “ sa 
ous regions within the Dominion, Boy who was granted audience is Toronto, Sept. 27. a aan tite, S108", ae os ee se ee ee 
. . . . . _ ‘ ie . 29 43 s ; OV, an De P- \« > ’ ¥ aV s 
together with transfers to BBC in | Jimmy Darou, a jockey, who suffered | Canadian Broadcasting Corp. will Sar aie Bae tee +. . P Pg made over — ~ coca.” thee pe 
London for six-month periods with|a spine injury several years ago|launch series of 13 weekly Shake- 7 ° ore veer ae shortwave subsid, COCQ. i , 
side trips to the Continent, is de- | when thrown from a horse and has | : : : nt full hour plays by authors the Spanish language description di- 
pre + ; Pe : aL cine, | Spearian productions in which Ca- living in Canada. rect from the games was enthusias- 
signed to acquaint CBC execs with |never been able to walk since.} , ; : ; “= lias - © | - 
: : ede take , ;nadian talent will support outstand- Additional prize money for tically received by listeners who 
all parts of Canada and with the | Darou accidentally listened in on the | hawrwe: é 3 : 
.. eee ‘ aa wes s —_ ling stage stars. Curtain rises on works of French authors will have written in from Mexico, Costa 
Ranney GOVanes St CGT Chun | Sere seneeee wens is ee ae) veh probably be announced shortly Rica. Guatemala. Par a, Nicaragua 
tries. | pital and says that it has helped|the new alliance Oct. 9 (9-10, ’ . ‘ y: ica, Guatemala, Panama, Nicaragua, 


Understanding is that details 


Puerto Rico, Santo Domingo and 
Haiti, as well as Cuba. Not only the 
regular listeners, but numerous Cu- 
ban government officials and execs 
of local firms are petitioning for per- 
mission for the broadcasts. Under- 
|stood here that the matter has not 


‘ i " - s : 
Following the international suc- | keep him alive. | EST), when Sir Cedric Hardwicke | 


cess last season of the weekly broad- | will play Shylock in ‘The Merchant nse EA gol al ven, ees 
casts of the Toronto Promenade | of Venice. : 


| Sie for ti is se ale It is understood that plays 
Symphony Orchestra and the Van- | | Signed sor Se Series Ste Hay: with Canadian background will 
; mond Massey, Eva Le Gallienne and/|] pe siven preference by the 


couver Symphony, these again lead | ile 
Walter Hampden; negotiations are judges of the contest. Opinion 


off the music series for this fall, and ; . 
will be joined early in the winter under way with Maurice Evans, Wal- 





: ; F pie is divided on the advisability of | been decided because no sponsor has 
by the Toronto Symphony Orches- bp agin reel — a harnessing inspiration with been found for the U. S. broadcasts, 
tra. Also pencilled in for later fea-  aaiieee , aay locale boundaries, literary and the whole thing is hanging fire. 
turing are the Montreal Symphony, | | : circles contending that plays 


Nice Gravy 


Meanwhile rival Cuban stations 
which in previous years cleaned up 
between $500 and $1,000 by selling 
spots on their own picked-up and 
translated airings of the games are 


The 13 Shakespearian plays will 
be produced in the studios of CBL, 
Toronto, and will be carried by the | 
CBC national network. Director is 
Charles Warburton. Special Eliza- | 


Les Concerts 
Montreal, and 

f phony. 
Dance music is to be highlighted 
this season, old-time music programs 
are to be further developed, and 


Symphoniques des 


should be chosen for quality 
the Calgary Sym- 


without any strings attached. 
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leading Canadian choral organiza- 
tions are scheduled. Sequel to his 
‘Streamline’ and ‘Bands Across the 
Sea’ series, Percy Faith is scheduled 
fo> an audience program, ‘Music by 
Faith, which will be presented 
weekly from the Margaret Eaton 
Hall, Toronto. 

In addition to 13 Shakespearian 
productions and the presentation of 
prize-winning plays in the CBC 
competition for Canadian authors, 
the new season line-up includes 
children’s series, adventure pro- 
grams, interviews, round-table dis- 
cussions of world affairs, and sev- 
eral novelty and variety shows. 

In the Special Events department, 


the Canadian scene with regard to’ 


industry and cultural arts will be 
presented, this including the discov- 
ery anc production of radium at 
Great Bear Lake, panoramic scenes 
of the Arctic, and insight. into the 
drama of Canada’s mines and for- 
ests. 
From Toronto 

New series originating in CBL, To- 
ronto, for the national network and 
for international exchange include 
‘Musically Speaking,’ which will be 
batoned by Harry Adaskin; the sixth 
annual series of ‘Melodic Strings’ un- 
der Alexander Chuhaldin; ‘Music for 
You,’ in which Samuel Hersenhoren 
replaces Geoffrey Waddington as di- 
rector; the Hambourg Trio; ‘Along 
Gypsy Trails,’ in which Leon Zuck- 
ert will feature European and South 
American Gypsy airs; ‘Saturday Re- 
view’ swing session under Percy 
Pasternak; the ‘Magical Voyage’ 
children series, 
Macdonnell of BBC. 


Shows which clicked last winter | -Qu me ‘ 
scripting, advertising, dramatics, pro- 


and are restored to the new sched- 


ule include ‘The Happy Gang’ series | 


for five times a week; ‘Dancing 
Strings’ under Samuel Hersenhoren; 
‘Golden Journeys’; ‘Chansonettes’ 


with John Duncan, harpist, Frances | 


James, soprano, and William Mor- 
ton, tenor; ‘Let's All Go to the Music 
Hall,’ English variety show; the 
‘Saturday Book Review’ by Profes- 
sor J. F. Macdonald. 


Paul Wing in Canada 


Paul Wing, currently conducting 
Spelling Bee for Energine on Nation- 
al Broadcasting red network, has 
been signatured by Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. to stage juvenile pro- 
gram, Monday through Friday, at 5:30 
P.m. The 15-minute program will be 
heard in U. S. via Columbia Broad- 
casting System. 

Wing went to Toronto last week to 
Start series, first show going on Mon- 
day (26). 











roduced by John | 
. ” | also on U. of D.’s speech faculty. 





London, Sept. 20. 


Executives of Radio Manufac- 
turers’ Ass’n are hastily inventing 
excuses on why this year’s Olympia 
exposition was something of a let- 
down. Final a‘tendance figures 
showed aggregate of around 150,000 
visitors in 10 days, which is more 
than 20,000 under 1937 and an all- 
time low for the show. Potential 
sales of visio sets, too, were below 
optimistic estimates pre-set by man- 
ufacturers themselves, though intro- 
duction of cheap :nstrui..ent. met an 
encouraging response. 

Had been thought all the bally- 
hoo on television would have 
brought crowds milling in to a new 
high, but public is apparently con- 
tent to wait a while before plung- 
ing. Official reason for low total is 
the absence of BBC variety theatre, 
from which daily b*oadcasts were 
given previous years, with rubber- 
necks admitted for a fee. However, 
this year’s expo had a visio studio 
actually in operation, which is a 


‘considerable novelty to plenty of 


folks and attracted nearly 40,000 


paying visitors 





WWJ as Stude Lab 


Detroit, Sept. 27. 
Using WWJ's studios and _ staff, 
University of Detroit will offer an 
evening class in radio broadcasting 
fundamentals this fall. Pro, E. A. 


| McFaul, who conducts ‘Pronounce It’ 
| and ‘Little Known Facts’ programs 


here, will be in charge. McFaul is 


Course will cover mechanics, 


duction, announcing, etc., with fol- 
lowing WWJ staffers offering their 


specialties: 
Ty Tyson, sports spieling; Harry 
Bannister, sales manager, advertis- 


ing; Walter Hoffman, chief engineer; 
Bob Stanton, announcer; Myron 
Golden, scripting; Carroll Leedy, of 
W8XWJ, and Ole Foerch, of WWJ's 
musical staff. 





New Detroit Talent 


Detroit, Sept. 27. 

Gretchen, formerly heard over 
WGAR, Cleveland, starts new pro- 
gram, ‘Songs by Gretchen,’ over 
CKLW this week. Red Beresford, 
guitarist, and Wally Townsend, 
pianist, will accompany on Monday 
and Friday offerings. 

Discontinued during 
Harold True’s ‘Day in Review’ re- 
turns to ozone next week over 
WXYZ and Michigan web. Will be 
heard daily except Sunday, using 
United Press material. True just re- 
covered from recent operation. 











summer, 





bethan music will be arranged and/| 1940 SUNSPOTS 
conducted by Reginald Stewart, P 


baton-wielder of the 
Promenade Symphony 

Drastic loosening of the CBC purse- 
strings ensures that the new Shake- 
spearian series will have the high- 


Toronto 


est degree of drama production and | 


efficiency in the history of Ca- 


nadian radio. 
Prizes for Radio Plays 


In addition, CBC is attempting to} 
in the | 


create nation-wide interest 
development of Canadian playlets 
by Canadian authors and is offering 
four cash prizes of $250, $150, $100 
and $50 for the best 30-minute or 
60-minute radio play. Author must 
be domiciled and resident in Can- 
ada, the CBC intention being to 
build a permanent market at fair re- 
muneration for Canadian authors. 


Hope is that native scribes who 
scorned Canadian radio script prices, 
and either refused to aim at this 
medium or else slipped across the 
border, will be induced to turn to a 
steady Dominion market and write 
on topical themes set against a Ca- 
nadian background. Radio drama 
contest closes Jan. 1, and will be 
judged by a Board of Adjudicators 


| whose members will be independent 
| of CBC. 


In elaborating the new policy, 


| Major Gladstone Murray, CBC g.m., 


believes that ‘public service broad- 
casting should ally itself with the 
Little Theatre movement, on whose 
shoulders has fallen the major task 
of perpetuating the legitimate the- 
atre in Canada.’ 
playwriting competition, the aim of 
the CBC program department is ‘to 
move nearer to the main potential 
sources of artistic material in terms 
of acting talent as well as writing 
and ideas.’ He believes that both 
radio and the theatre in Canada 
will benefit under this pian. 


RADIO BANK NITE 





PARLEYS CASH PRIZES. 





Montreal, Sept. 27. 


New stunt program, a combination 
of quizzing and bank nite, is being 
aired here by station CKAC from 
the stage of the Salle Jesu, 1,200- 
seat hall. 

Contestants are picked from audi- 


ence and those answering question | 


correctly are awarded prizes. Audi- 
ence and listeners are requested to 
ballot and anyone guessing correctly 
in which order the three winners 
will be rated by the judges receives 
$25 in cash. 

Chances of hitting right are con- 
sidered slim: and prizes can be 
parleyed indefinitely until someone 
wins a large amount. 





Orchestra. | 








With regard to the | 








WILL AFFECT 
RADIO 


London, Sept. 16. 


To combat intense sonspot activity 
expected to interfere seriously with 
world radio communications in 1940, 
General Post Office is to build spe- 
cial radio receiving station at 
Rochester, Kent. This will have six 
receivers for 12 circuits in times of 
good air conditions, and antennae 
network, consisting of 16 aerials, will 
be erected facing across the Atlantic. 
New station is expected to operate 
early next year. 

General Post Office international 
radio-telephone services are oper- 
ated mainly on short waves, which 
are particularly liable to bad static 
at times of sunspot activity. Periods 
of maximum solar activity occur in 
cycles of approximately 11 years, 
and next is due to occur in 1940. 

After intensive research, G.P.O. 
and U. S, telephone authorities have 
decided adverse effects can be 
largely offset by new technique in 
short’ wave reception. Method is 
bound up chiefly with use of multi- 





ple receiving antennae suitably 
spaced in direction of incoming 
signals. 





Chile’s Defense Radio 


Washington, Sept. 27. 

Chain of stations to be set up in 
southern section of Chile, for both 
national defense and aviation uses. 
To be situated in Province of Aysen, 
cost $23,500. 

Will be operated- by the Ministry 
of National Defense. 





Sustaining Commercial 


Vancouver, Sept. .27. 

Sustaining special events broad- 
cast from on board the Canadian Pa- 
cific Empress of Canada, inbound 
from the Orient, which was heard 
over CKWX last Tuesday, turned 
into a smooth commercial plug for 
the transportation company’s trans- 
Pacific service. 











yelling murder since no local sponsor 
wants to buy announcements on a 
translated broadcast from this end if 
one is to come direct from the games. 
In that case the direct airing will be 
the only one getting listeners. 

The president of the Cuban Tourist 
Commission sent a long cable re- 
questing permission reading: 

‘The Cuban Tourist Commission 
kindly requests your permission to 
broadcast in Spanish the World Se- 
ries from the baseball parks. Such 
a concession on your part will be 
considered by Cuban people as a 
most gracious gesture and will con- 
tribute to strengthen the bonds of 
friendship that have always existed 
between both our countries. Louis 
Machado, President.’ 


Commander Marine, chief adjutant 
to Col. Batista and head of the Sport 
Commission of the government, also 
sent him a cable. 


SCOTCH SIGNAL 
STRENGTHENED 
BY BBC 





London, Sept. 20. 
After 15 years of service, BBC has 
replaced its Aberdeen studio with 
new station. Function is to improve 
reception in northern Scotland, and 
site has been selected to ensure 
transmission to coastal areas north 


_and south of the city shall be largely 
| over sea, since signal strength is 
;much greater over water than land. 


Program transmitted from new 
station is composite, as before, and 
will include items originating lo- 
cally; facilities for these will be im- 
proved by construction of new stu- 
dios in Aberdeen. Most program 
service will come, however, from 
distant BBC studio centres over spe- 
cial telephone circuits. 


Principal improvement which Scot- 
tish listeners will notice is quality 
of reception, while in all areas pro- 
gram will be received at slightly 
greater volume. 





Louis Meriset, publicity director 


In the form of a ‘round-table’ chat, | for Station CKAC, Montreal, will 


distinguished passengers 
about their travels in an informal 
manner which vividly sold the ro- 
mantic angles of world travel and 


gossiped| write and deliver a special com- 
| mentary on current affairs, five days 
weekly. Station has two announcers, 


Roger and Marcell Baulu, on same 


turned the broadcast into a press- | stanza, 8 to 9 a.m., making it a three- 


agent’s dream. 


| way opinion on political affairs. 


| 
! 
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IGNACE JAN PADEREWSKI 
Pianist 

MAGIC KEY 

Sunday (25), 2 p.m. 
WIJZ-NBC, New York 

From an emotional as well as an 
artistic standpoint, this concert was 
a notable international event, one of 
the most impressive ever offered on 
the Magic Key series. Coming at 
the end of several weeks of broad- 
casts on the European situation (and 
at the actual 1ioment that CBS was 
airing a short-wave report about ap- 
prehensive crowds in London!) this 
magnificent old man, still a great 
artist in his 78th year, offered nearly 
an hour of immortal music. Some- 
how that inescapable art versus 
anschluss contrast added to the dra- 
matic effect. 

Even among the conce : greats 
Paderewski has always been a per- 
sonage apart. At 31 recognized as 
the greatest pianist in the world, he 
still held that position virtually un- 
challenged at the age of 71—a rec- 
ord probably unique in all artistic 
annals. But his piano genius has 
been only one of Paderewski’s quali- 
ties of greatness. He has also 
achieved genuine distinction as a 
composer, statesman and, in a much 
less-publicized sense, as a phiian- 
thropist and a man. Those qualities, 
plus his dignity and simplicity, have 
endeared him to the general public 
and concert audiences alike. But 
more than that, Paderewski was 
always a colorful figure who infused 
his music with tremendous emotional 
appeal. 

All those intangible elements con- 
tributed to make last Sunday’s 
broadcast something extra special. 
And the simple old man, making his 
radio debut to America by short- 
wave from a special studio at his 
home in Switzerland, fulfilled all the 
promise of the occasion. If, as some 
of the critics have said in the past, 
Paderewski has occasionally sacri- 
ficed technical perfection for emo- 
tional warmth, it wasn’t evident. It 
Was a virtuoso performance of taste- 
fully selected program. Reception 
was almost ideal. 

Composers represented included 
Haydn, Moza~t, Chopin, Wagner and 
Schubert. Paderewski was _ intro- 
duced by Max Jordan, NBC’s conti- 
nental European rep, whose remarks 
were impressively concise. He spoke 
rather deliberately, with a notice- 
able accent. Although he must have 
been urged by NBC to do so, Pade- 
rewski did not speak on the pro- 
gram. 

Show was m.c.’d on this side by 
Milton Cross and Frank Black led 
the NBC symphony orchestra in 
selections at the opening and close. 
RCA’s commercials were shrewdly 
phrased to plug Victor’s Paderewski 
(and other concert greats) records, 

Hobe. 


JERRY COOPER 
With The Smoothies, De Vore Sis- 
ters (3), Eight Men, William 

Stoess, conductor; Jimmy Leonard, 
Songs, Music 
15 Mins, 

TUMS 

Tues-Thurs., 7:15: p.m. 

WLW-NBC, Cincinnati 
‘ie (Kastor) 

Starting its. third year, Jerry 
Cooper added ito the original lineup. 
Latter supplies a New York name 
and socko to an already sweet se- 
lection of talent. 

On airing heard he did nifty job of 
ballading, using ‘So Help Me’ and ‘I 
Won't Tell a Soul.’ In each tune he 
was richly backgrounded by the 
Eight Men, de Vore femme three 
some, and the Smoothies. A classy 
combo, the Eight Men are directed 
by Grace Clauva Raine, pipes sul- 
tana of the Crosley staff. Accom- 
— by Stoess orchestra, hotsy- 

otsy. 
Slow tempo of Cooper’s numbers 
was cleverly sandwiched with the 
modern zip of the Smoothies (Babs, 
Charlie and Little), who went to 
town on ‘Stop Beating Around the 
Mulberry Bush’ in their own distinc- 
tive style of arrangement. The de 
Vores are a WLW standby on close 
harmony. 

Smacking of class from gong to 
gong, which goes also for the a: 
ting and brevity of blurbs, handled 
by Jimmy Leonard, this. stint’s en- 
tertainment value is beaucoun long 
for 15 minutes. Koll. 





‘CHECKERBOARD TIME’ 

Musical 

15 Mins. 

RALSTON PURINA 

M-W-F, 7:45 a.m. 

WGY, Schenectady 
(Gardner) 

Waxers cut by World of Chicago 
to advertise Purina chicken and 
other live stock chow, as well as to 
plug Purina dealers. ‘Checkerboard’ 
in title is a reminder of dealers’ 
identification signs: Talent includes 
Mary Jane, sin,.r; Checkerboard 
Quartet, Cackle Sisters, harmony- 
yodelers, and Otto’s Melodians, in- 
strumentalists 

‘Colonel Purina,’ one of those 
drawling down-to-earthers popular 
with farm listeners, emcees and 
spiels. An occasional minor guestee 
is heard. On Friday the story of a 
successful farmer-user of Purina 
feed is dramatized, in addition to 
musical part. 

Discs, neither real corny nor 
swiny, untrack entertainment which 


should please farm dialers. Most of 
the numbers are old_ favorites, 
capably interpreted. Jaco. 


AL JOLSON 

With Douglas Corrigan, Martha 
Raye, Parkyakarkus, Tiny Ruffner, 
Lud Gluskin’s Orch, 

Variety 

30 Mins. 

LIFEBUOY 

Tuesday, 8:30 p. m. 

WABC, New York 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Al Jolson’s show returns to the 
air-waves after a summer’s hiatus 
intact in its last season’s cast lineup, 
with, of course, the exception of the 
guests. Tee-off stanza (20) had a 
strong name in ‘Wrong-way’ Corri- 
gan, it being the trans-Atlantic fly- 
er’s first commercial air shot. Other- 
wise, as is often typical with name 
variety shows returning to the air 
after a seasonal layoff, and not yet 
in stride, it was pretty much of a 
clambake. 

Jolson’s show in the past was al- 
ways a problem child so far as com- 
edy is concerned. Situation is un- 
changed, the ‘laughs still being few 
and far between. Script handed Cor- 
rigan for by-play with Martha Raye, 
Parkyakarkus and Jolson was only 
fair at best. One hearty chuckle in 
the lesson to Corrigan on making 
love coming at the bow-off, when he 
‘mistook’ a window for the door. 
Actually, Corrigan had little to do 
and little to say for the $3,500 he 
received for the guest shot. A cou- 
ple of gags anent his flight were 
okay. 

Comedy brunt still falls on Park- 
yakarkus and the Greek dialectician 
is still giving out w'‘th thos. puns, 
anemic comedy at best. Otherwise, 
the entertainment was held down to 
a minimum due to the excessive 
greetings amongst the performers on 
their reunion. Martha Raye sang 
but one song, a duet of ‘A Tisket’ 
with Jolson, while the latter’s solos 
consisted of ‘Walking Stick’ and ‘At 
Long Last Love.’ On the straight 
music side, Gluskin’s orch delivered 
‘I’m Going to Lock My Heart’ ex- 
pertly. 

Commercials are hardly the be- 
lievable sort; a sketch insert between 
two femmes, one of whom suffers 
from something her best friend 
won’t tell her about, but the per- 
sonnel manager will. A bath in Life- 
buoy is all you need, honey, etc., and 
et cetera. Scho. 


THE SHOW OF THE WEEK 
With Fred Waring, Ray Perkins, 

Stuart Allen 

30 Mins. 

Co-operative 

HOWARD CLOTHES 

Sunday, 6:30 p. m. 

WOR-Mutual, Newark 
(Reafield-Johnstone) 

This is a new cooperative over 
the Mutual network for which the 
sponsor in the Greater New York 
area is Howard Clothes, a hungry 
ad-eater on the program. Not only 
the greatly overdone and  long- 
winded plugs for this maker of 
$22.50 clothes marred the opening 
show, but the other elements of ad- 
vertising helped make it tiresome, 
plus indicating that good judgment 
did not stand behind the first per- 
formance of the co-op. Divested of 
the unwelcome lot of plugging, the 
program still left much to be de- 
sired as debuted Sunday night (25). 

Among other things, original plans 
went haywire and there was too 
much alibing of that by Ray Perkins, 
ra, @., and others. Planning to use 
different name bands each week, 
opener scheduled was Richard Him- 
ber, but a behind-the-mike booking 
circumstance kept him off personally. 
However, his band was on tap and 
Fred Waring was pressed into service 
as the name baton-wielder. Himber 
musicmen were actually led by 
Himber’s vocal soloist. Stuart Allen, 
while Waring read script and 
fronted. Though in the nature of a 
face-saver, that being true, air audi- 
ences were led to believe that War- 
ing’s band was playing, that Waring 
was trying to emulate the Himber 
technique with a band that was 
actually Himber’s anyway, and that 
Waring was taking credit on an outfit 
he has nothing to do with. Band 
numbers, employing the Himber 
technique and his ‘rhythmic pyra- 
mids,’ were not too impressive, as it 
happened. 

Numbers were announced, to- 
gether with plugs for two films, but 
that was not all over and above the 
Howard ad sessions, two during the 
main part of the program, plus the 
sign-off. Perkins, whose material 
rated no degree above fair, aided in 
a plug for Waring’s mixer and War- 
ing received another plug on his 
coming air show, plus air lineage 
for his sponsor (Bromo-Quinine). 
Toward the end of the initial show 
Vincent Lopez was brought on as 
an advance ad on the coming ‘Show 
of the Week’ program. 

Each week the so-called song hit 
of the week will be a feature. ‘A- 
Tisket, A-Tasket’ was the first 
chosen, but that’s weeks old, and 
had the same second-hand flavor as 
most of the three news sessions in- 
terspersing the action. Majority of 
the news i-ems had been heard 
earlier in the day on the air or were 
printed in morning newspapers. 
Vocalizing on program by Stuart 
Allen and others reached into no 
one’s ears with depth and lasting 
meaning, being generally ordinary. 

Program will have to greatly im- 
prove to become b.c. of importance. 
though name bands lircd up for it 





will provide lure. Char. 








Follow-Up Comment | 


Lanny Ross, starring in ‘Petticoat 
Fever’ at  Fabian’s Harmanus 
Bleecker Hall under new rotating 
stock-with-names policy in which 
Frank McCoy and O. E. Wee exer- 
cise a directing hand, did a 15-min- 
ute song interview broadcast over 
WGY, from its Albany studios. An- 
nounced as ‘a Times Union radio 
extra,’ evening shot had George O. 
Williams, managing editor of Hearst 
daily, as quizzer. Program brought 
a breath of Big Time broadcasting 
to local field, especially in the vocals 
by Ross, to his own guitar accom- 
paniment. 

Led off with ‘When I Grow Too 
Old to Dream,’ a familiar which 
sounded fresh wnder his expert 
treatment. Closed with a number of 
his own done in the show. Interview 
ran off smoothly, although teo much 
time was spent on Ross’ athletic and 
musical activities at Yale and vir- 
tually none on his show biz career. 
Ross did mention that his first broad- 
cast, outside New York City, was 
over WGY and short wave, on an 
unremembered daie. 








‘The Green Hornet’ series, origi- 
nating at WXYZ, Detroit, is aimed as 
a spine-tingler and comes pretty 
close to the mark. It's frankly pulp 
mag stuff, with heavy emphasis on 
the melodrama of nick-of-time res- 
cues, etc. Loaded with hokum, but 
shrewdly designed to avpeal to the 
thriller fans. Capavly produced 
throughout, with almost continuous 
sound effects and all helping toward 
authenticity. 

Stanza caught (22) was labeled 
‘Sinners in Concrete,’ and concerned 
a gang of hoodlums shaking down 
contractors. One of the contractors 
refuses to pay, is killed, and the city 
editor, who is secretly the ‘Green 
Hornt’ (sort of a ‘Shadow’), rounds 
up the racketeers. Hardly rates as 
intellectual material, but hefty stuff 
for lurid crime stuff addicts. Char- 
acters are fairly well defined and 
played. 





Columbia Workshop treated Hilda 
Cole’s ‘Joe Swing Retires’ to a lot 
of bedlam and some measure of in- 
teresting re-telling last Thursday 
night (22). Theme was originally 
wrapped up in a short story, which 
the Detroit Free-Press’ Screen and 
Radio Weekly published. It’s cen- 
tral character is a hot swing bugler 
who does all his talking with a 
trumpet and who it finally develops 
must be none other than the Great 
God Pan. Miss Cole, who does press 
agenting for Fred Waring, describes 
the figment as a drama with music 
on the fantasy side. Carelessness in 
production made it easy to substi- 
tute the word ‘screwy’ for ‘fantasy.’ 

Narrator of the anecdote is a rum- 
pot p.a. for niteries, to whom had 
fallen the task of keeping the ec- 
centric bugler in tow. The trumpet- 
player, impressively played by Pee 
Wee Erwin, one of the crack 
swingsters in the New York area, 
had walked into the night club one 
night and invited himself into the 
presiding band. In quick time he 
becomes a sensation with the round- 
ers and the spot is jammed every 
night. He scorns coin and contracts, 
and one night when a couple patrons 
take to swinging fists over a table 
he scrams. The p. a. follows him, 
as he is about to catch up with him 
in a nearby park he notices that the 
quarry’s footprints have the con- 
tours of a hoof. Eureka! it’s the 
Great God Pan. 

Din and hubbub of a night spot 
was simulated throughout the mike 
retailing, with the result that the 30- 
minute passage must have made it 
tough on the less delicate ear. Mark 
Warnow both arranged and batoned 
the incidental music, accounting for 
a decided entertainment lift to the 
production. William N. Robson di- 
rected, 





Ted Husing remains a_ synthetic 
broadcaster of football. He again 
emphasized this point when inaugu- 
rating his 15th grid season. Last 
Saturday Husing was at Minneapolis 
for the Minnesota-Washington joust. 
He had such a pretty pre-game lead. 


All about King ootball, the 
Gophers, the Huskies. And when 
the game started he told you 


whether they shifted rignt or left; 
which back was close, which deep; 
who carried the ball, and whether it 
was a gain or loss. Now he even 
tells 7% what type of block is used 
ahead of the runner. But up to the 
end of the first quarter Husing had 
not said a word about the weather, 
condition of the field, or the wind 
Gif any). So as the teams changed 
goals we waved a fond farewell to 
Theodore. For us it was a gtick 
season. 





Bill Goodwin Emcees 


Diamond Walnut Waxes 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Half hour variety show headed by 
Bill Goodwin as emcee and George 
Fischer, film commentator, is being 
waxed by Lord & Thomas for Dia- 
mond Walnuts sponsorship. 

Goodwin also did a series with Ken 
Carpenter for L & T’s Sunkist Or- 
ange account, 





EDWARD G ROBINSON-CLAIRE 

TREVOR 
‘Big Town’ 

Dramatic 

30 Mins. 

RINSO 

Tuesday, 8 p. m. 

WABC, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Edward G. Robinson and Claire 
Trevor are back selling soap suds as 
the managing editor and his girl 
friend. Appropriately enough, the 
tee-off sketch (20) had the m. e€. re- 
turning from a vacation (summer 
radio layoff) and the pair slip right 
back into the groove of the series of 
dis-associated mellers. As in the past, 
it’s punchy, well-acted _ listening. 
Show last year built a C.A.B. rating 
of dimensions. 

First playlet, written by Harry 
Krooman, concerned the attempt of a 
crooked politician to suppress the 
press, even going so far as killing a 
reporter (not one of Robinson’s), a 
cause celebre in fiction and fact. 
Robinson was given the opportunity 
for plenty of flag-waving and a do- 
or-die attitude that was highly rem- 
iniscent of Hollywood’s idea of a 
city room, but it held the dial- 
twisters. Also held innate appeal for 
any juves who were listening, inas- 
much as Robinson had to utilize a 
flock of kids and a school press to 
get out his expose of the politician’s 
racket after the Illustrated Press 
was sabotaged. 

Like the Lever Bros. Lifebuoy 
commercials, the Rinso plug sins 
toward over-salesmanship. Opener 
had an ll-year-old kid reciting a 
poem on the marvelous dish-washing 
qualities of the soap suds. Consider- 
ing the average adults’ antipathy for 
precocious children, this method of 
plugging a product has its o> yy 

cho. 


‘RELAXATION TIME’ 
With Nathaniel Shilkret 
Musical, Vocal 

25 Mins. 

RUPPERT BREWERY 
Tues. and Fri., 6-6:25 p. m. 
WEAF, New York 


(Lennen & Mitchell) 


Ruppert’s beer is getting radio 
plugging via a twice-weekly nostal- 
gic music shot aimed strictly for the 
dinner-hour. It’s leisurely music in 
a saccharine tempo, ably purveyed 
by a 24-piece orch betonned by Nat 
Shilkret. A mixed choir of 12 voices 
backgrounds the orchestral effects 
and also solos, both nicely done. 
Shilkret is under wraps, the sponsor 
stressing the title, ‘Relaxation Time.’ 

Commercials are spotted in three 
portions of the broadcast, beginning, 
middle and end. Appropriately, they 
are in line with the entertainment 
itself, staid and within the bounds 
of reason. Announcer, however, 
seemed to be talking a bit too fast 
on the opening shot (20). 

Tune repertoire at the debut was 
very much on the sweet side, in- 
cluding ‘I Love You Only,’ ‘One 
Alone,’ a song from the ‘Cat and the 
Fiddle,’ ‘Donkey’s Serenade,’ among 
others. While beer is something of a 
hot-weather drink, the music was far 
from a heater-upper. However, it’s 
a match for the mealtime spot and 
hews to the ‘relaxation’ theme of the 
program. It should gain goodwill 
for the sponsor. Scho. 


EDWIN C. HILL 
Commentator 

15 Mins. 

CAMPBELL TOMATO JUICE 
Mon.-Wed.; 7:15 p, m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 


(Ward Wheelock) 


’ Hill continues as before, but re- 
vealed one new talent, interpolating 
commercials (once) into the text of 
his script a la Boake Carter. And 
he did this with admirable off-hand- 
edness. smoothie. 

He had plenty of news to play 
around with. His style is editorial, 
but actually he doesn’t take sides. 
It’s all illusion. That’s playing it 
safe, considering the experience of 
one food house with an editorializer. 

Hill’s manuscript shows thought in 
preparation, and it was delivered 
with nice change of pace and linking 
together. Campbell Tomato Juice 
claims are reasonable and in pleas- 
antly different good taste. Land 


LOUISE FLOREA 

With Jesse Crawford at organ 
Singing, Music 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 6:00 p.m. 
WJZ-Blue, New York 

Louise Florea has a voice. Jesse 
Crawford grinds a nice organ. But 
neither of them have a chance when 
presented under the customary slip- 
shod treatment afforded so many 
sustaining artists, which, in this case, 
was a prime example. 

Originally skedJed for a half-hour, 
starting at six p. m., singer was 
chopped to 15 minutes. Leopold 
Spitalny’s orchestra was to back- 
ground, but Crawford substituted at 
the organ. Added to this was a five- 
minute late start because of news 
bulletins locally in New York, plus 
chopping off singer afier eight min- 
utes on air to make room for resume 
of stations programs for the evening. 
Actually, station presented only a 
dash of Miss Florea. 

Girl, who has appeared on ‘Show- 
boat,’ ‘American Album’ and with 
radio’s better male singers, is an ap- 
pealing soprano, Hurl. 





EDDY DUCHIN 

With Nan Wynn, Jimmy Shields, 
Tony Russell, Tune Twisters, Mul- 
lins Sis. 

PALL MALL 

Monday, 9:30 p. m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Young & Rubicam) 

This is a thoroughly big-time 
stanza. Duchin’s band is a stunning 
outfit, playing proficienfly and with 
style. Arrangements are distinctive, 
colorful and arresting, while Du- 
chin’s pianology is woven in and out 
to provide piquancy. 

Nan Wynn on the show caught 
(19) was subbing for Durelle Alex- 
ander, regular singer with the band, 
She wasn’t identified on the Duchin 
show. Singer offered two numbers, 
injecting interest into ‘Small Fry’ 
and picking off a chorus in the or- 
chestra’s arousing version of ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band.’ Naturally 
no temporary singer would be given 
much of a buildup. 

Male vocalists are Jimmy Shields, 
tenor, and Tony Russell, baritone. 
Former offered ‘Some Day I'll Find 
You,’ with backgrounding by the 
Mullins Sisters. Latter was not 
billed, but did fairly well with the 
more difficult ‘I’ve Got a. Date with 
a Dream.’ The Tune Twisters also 
wrapped their tonsils around a singie 
number, one of the choruses of the 
‘Alexander’ arrangement. 

Besides his frequent and brief 
piano injections throughout other 
selections, Duchin offered one solo 
piece, ‘Why Was I Born?’ in wallop 
style. For the rest, the band offers 
exceptionally full though quiet tone, 
particularly achieving this effect in 
the brasses. The outfit also does a 
notable job on the accompaniments. 

Program was opened and closed 
with the tolling of ‘Big Ben,’ the 
clock atop Parliament, Londen, and 
the English theme is _ stressed 
throughout. Commercials were 
rather frequent, but only two were 
of any length and all are cleverly 
written. Pronunciation of the cigaret 
as ‘Pell Mell’ is emphasized. Hobe. 


GOODYEAR FARM SERVICE 
With Don Goddard 
15 Mins. 
Mon.-Fri., 1:15 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
(Arthur Kudner) 

Goodyear Tire took over Monday 
(26) the quarter hour following the 
National Farm and Home Hour (now 
reduced to 45 minutes) to regale the 
same audience with a motley collec- 
tion of news and magazine items 
geared strictly fer rural consumption. 
Considering the time sequence it’s 
an unusually good buy, and the 
chances are that the tieup will prove 
a highly effective merchandizing 
channel. 

Program emanates from three dif- 
ferent points every day of the week 
but Saturday and Sunday, with Don 
Goddard handling the tidbits from 
New York, Phil Evans cutting in on 
midwest hookup from Chicago, and 
Robert S. Clough feeding the far 
western region from Kansas City 
Through this arrangement the daily 
event is able to groove itself to mat- 
ters of particularly local interest. 

Goddard’s diction and voice fits in 
neatly with the assignment. It’s pro- 
fessional and crisp, and makes no 
attempt to simulate a foiksy homeli- 
ness. When caught Tuesday (27) his 
program was inclined mcre to play 
up such items as horeshoe, potato- 
picking and cow-milking contests 
than feature the farmer angles of the 
latest news. Goddard gave assure 
ances that, while there would be no 
lack of turkeys this Thanksgiving, 
reports were that the cranberry crop 
would be 40% off. He also related 
some statistical data on midget cows, 
and philosophized on the great help 
that science has been in making the 
farm home a brighter place in which 
to live. 

Ad copy treated with a Goodyear 
brand especially built for farm use 
and briefly called attention to the 
same company’s battery radio So. 

ec. 





SPOTLIGHT ON YOUTH 
With Nancy Marshall, Barry Mahool, 

Robert Kane, Harry Kibbee, Ken- 

dall Wilson, Alda Luongo, John 

Frank, Henrietta Additon 
30 Mins, 

Sunday, 1 p. m., EDST 
WINS, New York 

Society’s attempt to right the path 
of vagrant youth gains some meas- 
ure of compensation from ‘Spot- 
light of Youth,’ a program with a 
message. Culled from supposed true 
stories by William Hainsworth, ex- 
Secret Service agent, and adapted by 
Louis Tappe for radio, ‘Spotlight,’ 
while nothing new, manages to serve 
one excellent purpose—it’s another 
link in the chain to stifle America’s 
crime among its youth. 

Sunday’s (18) program dealt with 
one youngster, who unwittingly, 
through the force of unmitigating 
circumstances, veered off to a ca- 
reer of crime, only to be righted 
again. Studio players, a stock cast, 
take up the dramatic cudgels each 
Sunday, with the other stories in 
the series all to focus upon the same 
theme. 

However, as dyed-in-the-woo] en- 
tertainment, ‘Spotlight’ has little 
possibility of gaining adult appeal. 

Also on the program was Henriet- 
ta Additon, former deputy police 
commissioner in New York, who 


outlined the progress made by the 
| various social agencies in Gotham to 
‘help its youth. 
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RADIO REVIEWS VARIETY 31 
—_— ——« 
BENNY, DEMILLE and BENNY BERT LYTELL DRAMAS ; AROUND THE WORLD IN NEW | JOHN B. KENNEDY 
‘Seven Keys to Baldpate Courage’ with Jay Jostyn, Helen YORK Commentator 
LUX r — TYPICAL BBE With Roy Chapman Andrews, Josef | 10 Mins. 
Monday, 9 p. m. 5 Mins. Bonime, Employe Chorus, Benito |GRUEN WATCH 
WABC-CBS, New York TUMS 


(J. Walter Thompson) 

Radio reviewing is _ peculiarly 
tough. Take this case. Smart spot- 
light ads in the dailies must have 
aroused keen anticipation in radio 
fans. They promised that Lux would 
deliver Jack Benny and Mary Liv- 
ingstone (Mrs. Benny) and that Cecil 
B, DeMille would turn actor. _ There 
were other flavorsome dishes, includ- 
ing more ‘comedy about ‘The Bee, 
promised. It added up on paper to 
terrific audience-guaranteeing show- 
manship. ; 

Now granting the premise that it 
was an attraction that would be 
S.R.O. in the family parlors, there 
are two thoughts that immediately 
complicate radio reviewing. First, 
what is the point o* boredom and 
in what ratio to the total listening 


audience will the results of boredom | 


be effective? If a given line-up of 
talent can draw, let us say, 10,000,000 
listeners and 35% tune off after 12 
minutes, the residue may still be 
large enough and important enough 
to be a good buy for the sponsor. 
Making a chump out of mere criti- 
cism. A second point in the dilemma 
of the critic is that the invisible 
audience cannot be seen actually 
walking out as in a theatre. Every- 
thing is thus thrown back on intui- 
tive guesswork. But it’s a cinch a 
theatre audience would walk if this 


Sunday, 10 p.m. 
| WJZ-NBC, New York 


(Kastor) 


Bert Lytell, who did ‘Jimmy Val- 
entine’ last year (before Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert cheapened the 
show), returns to the air in a series 
of quarter-hour dramas. First one 
was tightly put together. Written 
for economy of emotional effect. Had 
to move fast with so limited a time 
span and such drenchingly sloppy 


TELEVISION 


| 

The British, who aren’t very 
happy at this particular juncture in 
the course of history, do derive 
some small satisfaction frora a quiet 
conviction that they lead in tele- 
vision. Added to tea and tweeds 
they feel they have the T’s nicely 
sewed up. All of which is by way 
of prelude to remarking that it is 








commercials fore and aft. 


‘Courage’ was name of the first | 
playlet. It was anent the crucial | 
moment of removing the bandages | 
from a man who all his life has been ' 
blind, He loves his nurse and will 





| marry her only if he can see. | 
| Simple, direct, story-telling at ex- | 
| press speed, in general it’s calculated | 
|to hold its listeners. One fault was 
|failing to bring down the curtain 
| after the tag-line. Final line of the | 
narrative was instantly followed by | 
the Tums man. This was the result: 


Doctor—The bravest man I know 
was terrified of his own shadow! 

Announcer—If you suffer from 
acid indigestion you need Tums!! 

Transamerican produces the show. 
It is workmanlike throughout. The 
actors do their part. But the copy 
is in that afraid-you-won’t-hear style 
of the Kastor agency. It’s a toss up 
which is worse, the copy or the de- 





noisy, wandering, only occasionally | 
funny and hopelessly old-fashioned | 
piece was offered them. 

It started out with a couple of 
minutes of flip exchange between 
the Bennys. It brought DeMille into 
the situation smoothly. But once the 


would-be playwright arrived at 
Baldpate Lodge to write, and the 
interminable’ series of screams, 
quaint people and other interrup- 


tions began, the program was puff- 
ing on the ropes. It was much too 
long and that goes double for the 
spaces between laughs. 

Admitting that the Benny comedy 
formula is the most effective on 
the air, that it has built and held a 
steady C.A.B. rating, that it has 
produced many half-hours of top- 
flight humor, this one proved that 
it can go wrong in the big way. Here 
it exposed all its mechanism. It 
creaked, wheezed, strained. And 
was, with interruptions, downright 


dull. Se ls 
Legitimate division of opinion 
may, of course, exist as to the 


shrewdness of forever talking about 
making moving pictures in Holly- 
wood. Shop talk has apparently be- 
come an obsession with Benny and 
his writers. Nobody will take this 
seriously so long as that rating stays 
sky-high, of course. And nobody 
will take this review seriously, 
either, unless the Lux program tum- 
bles a few points to further suggest 
a correlation, Land. 


EDDIE DOOLEY 

With Dr. Mal Stevens, Paul Douglas 

Sports 

15 Mins. 

LIGGETT & MYERS 

Thurs.-Sat., 6:30 p.m. 

WEAF, New York 
(Newell-Emmett) 

Eddie Dooley has returned as 
Liggett & Myers’ quarterback for 
this season but, like all signal-callers 
in their first seasonal forays, was a 
bit uncertain Thursday night (22). 

The former Dartmouth back has a 
basically, sound program that should 
improve as the season -rolls along 
but first he must learn to better that 
monotonous, recitative voice. Guest- 
ing with him was Mal Stevens, New 
York University coach, while Paul 
Douglas, whose regular baseball 
broadcasts have taken place at this 
time through the summer, took tune 
out to give the day’s diamond re- 
sults. Stevens, a physician in the 
off-season, questioned by Dooley, 
spoke informally and generally on 
football. Unlike many other ex- 
ponents of football, he disputed the 
idea that the game made full fledg- 
lings of weaklings, insisting on phy- 
sical and mental fitness first. : 

One thing that Dooley hasn't 
learned as yet is that statements 
from coaches on the relative merits 
of their teams are not usually re- 
liable. Mentors just aren't inclined 
to give out the dope on their teams, 
particularly if they have s.rong ones 
coming up. Many times in the past 
the early season’s top-rated teams 
have been knocked off by the lowly 
because, in football more than any 
other sport, a team that’s pointed for 
can frequently be beaten despite the 
victor’s obvious inferiority. 

Minnesota had one of the greatest 
teams in collegiate football history 
two years ago and Northwestern, a 
4-1 underdog, came through to ad- 
minister the Gophers’ only defeat of 

season. Same with Columbia's 
undermanned. light team that trav- 
elled out to Pasadena several years 
ago to turn back Stanford’s 3-1 fa- 
vored, giant, well-fortified eleven by 
7-0 in the Rose Bowl. And yet this 


the season had taken a 20-0 defeat 


livery. It may or may not sell burp 
pills. Radiv is too large ever to 
predict that it won’t. But its a cinch 
those toots on the advertising fog- 
horn must drive listeners away by 
the thousands. 

Represents merchandizing in the 
its-impossible-to-underestimate-how- 
dumb-people-are tradition. Land. 


‘SECOND GUESSERS’ 
Football 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 3:30 p. m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 


A Sunday afternoon rehash of the 
previous day’s major games. It aims 
to cover the country and includes 
three pairs of authorities originating 
in New York, Chicago, and Frisco. 
It also sounds like a John Royal 
elaboration of Berny Friedman’s 
‘Sunday Morning Quarterback,’ 
which the latter did last year (com- 
mercial) over WOR-WGN. 

Program needs some laughs so the 
sooner the boys stop reading scripts 
the better. They should be able to 
ad lib from corresponding notes as 
it’s a question and answer routine. 
Teams consist of sports writer and 
coach, the newspapermen doing the 
probing. Joe Williams (World-Tele- 
gram) and Jim Crowley (Fordham) 
handle the east; Francis Powers 
(INS) and Lynn Waldorf (North- 
western) the midwest, and Tiny 
Thornhill (Stanford) was the Coast 
coach. Inference is that these men 
are permanent. 

All three twosomes take it too 
seriously. There must be some fun 
in football somewhere (don’t press 
the point) and they might as well 
get a snicker into it here and there 
on the air. Especially if the ob- 
jective is a commercial. 

It also might be an idea to change 
the running order weekly, not go 
from east to west every Sunday. 
That’s because who knows if the 
eastern fan will stick when they 
start talking about the Rocky Moun- 
tain Conference? If the listener is 
sure of the sequence he can time it 
and switch on and off to get merely 
what he wants. 

The names involved are impres- 
sive and should satisfy the grid nut. 
But the crossfire must lighten up if 
the effort is to mean anything. 


BOYS OF THE OLD BRIGADE 
With National Military Band 
20 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturdays, 7:30 p. m. 
2FC, Sydney 

Nice piece of entertainment. Deal- 
ing with past episodes in British mili- 
tary history such as ‘Before Water- 
loo,’ ‘Charge of the Light Brigade.’ 
Each presentation is built to pro- 
vide excitement, with the National 
Military Band featured in numbers 
popular in the days of yore. In addi- 
tion to the band, a corking chorus 
acts as a background to the military 
airs, and studio artists enact the 
various roles of famous soldiers of 
that particular period. Production 
is able. Noted for expert handling 
of special effects, the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission goes to 
town on this one. Would be good 
for the commercials, but the non- 
advertising A.B.C. got in first with 
the idea. Rick. 





University of Southern California, 
for example, revealed nothing basic 
on their respective team’s chances, 
only trading praise for the other's 
team. Both elevens met Saturday 





This was a bit of offside, since 


was a Columbia team that earlier mt (24) in Los Angeles. 


from Princeton. 


These were games| jacking up the merits of the other's 


for which the victorious coaches had | team, while good sportsmanship, re- 
Pointed. Hence, coaches usually wax | vealed nothing new. For some weeks 


Pessimistically so the spotlight won't 
played upon them to conspicu- 
ously. 
Telegrams that Dooley read from 
Frank Thomas, coach of Alabama. 
and Howard Jones, skipper of the 





/now, newspapers and magazines have 
extolled the prowess of the Crimson 
Tide and the Trojans. And for a 
burdened 15-minuter, this sort of 


the current fashion, upon disembark- 
ing from a transatlantic liner these 
days, to promptly inform one’s con- 
stituents in the U.S.A. about British 
television. And who is a mere 
VARIETY mugg to depart from a cus- 
tom already under. distinguished 
auspices? 

British televisio:: as viewed in a 
British home (not : BBC home) in 
London at 9 p.m. any—and every— 
evening is impressive chiefly be- 
cause the conditions are approxi- 
mately ‘normal.’ As to size of image, 
clarity, type of set and other me- 
chanical matters the BBC (EMI) 
visio seems similar to RCA and 
other American systems. In general 
it was pretty good, with no particu- 
lar eyestrain noted. 

Program itself (and,90 minutes is 
plenty hurdle) is a hodge-podge of 
ear-eye vaudeville. Being BBC, the 
educational phase is stressed. And 
that, even in the experimental stage, 
may definitely be tagged as the one 
sure way to curse British television, 
once the initial novelty wears off. 
However, now is nerhaps premature 
to subject television to any detailed 
criticism on the score of program 
showmanship. Such matters beccme 
pertinent, however, as suggestive of 


secondary problems still unmet. 
Television has promise for sports 
eavesdropping, but l‘ewise looks 


like it can be exiremely dull. 

On the Wednesday evening when 
this itinerant VAniery staff member 
saw BBC television, there was a 
gentleman talking avout gardens, 
but fortunately with humor and 
satire as his pitch. He was quite 
good, whoever he was. It was the 
absence of humor that made the art 
critic who followed something that 
positively could not be duplicated 
in the U.S.A. First of all, there is 
some doubt that a discussion of 
what you should hang on y walls 
would ever be considered, much less 
executed in America. It was reallv 
a ghastly’ job for an art critic to 
tackle, and th’s particular one, in a 
Van Dyke beard, probably made it 
as ht - as possible. It was never- 
theless a bit prissy. 

Solid foundations of the visio c.a- 
tertainment were cinematic. Notably 
a Mickey Mouse cartoon. And the 
British Movietone newsreel (then 
current in the theatres). Neither 
item was wholly on a paz with the- 
atre or home film projection. Dimi- 
nution of the figures even in the 
line drawings, but most particularly 
in the news long shots, strongly sug- 
gested that television cannot rely, 
when the time comes, on film foot- 
age not made directly for television 
and with due allowance for the 
necessary adjustments in closeups. 
Television will need ‘intimacy’ in 
terms peculiar to itself and won't 
find it in film made for theatres. 

Centre-piece, but not the master- 
piece of the television program re- 
viewed, was ‘A Grand Tour of 
Europe.” This as staged at Aiex- 
andra Palace with actors, scenery 
and costumes. All dialog memorized, 
of course. It wasn’t precisely ter- 
rible. Just ragged. Especially at 
the end of one sequence and before 
the switchover to the next. If awk- 
werd pauses were bricks, they could 
have’ built a small garage. 

A man of the world has dinner 

with his niece, who is about to tour 
the continent. He is mellow over 
his cigar and speaks to the girl of 
the glamors of other lands. That 
cues a couple of dances and a few 
songs. All supposed to be different 
nationalities. But no matter how 
many changes of sh wls, it was still 
gSypsy. 
At the signoff a representative of 
BBC comes on for a few moments 
to chat with the television addicts 
on future programs of FBC. Land 








‘BRINGING UP SALLY’ 
Clinton Williams 

15 Mins. 

Tues.-Thors., 9:15 p.m. 

2 CH, Sydney 

Premiere of this new air show was 
disappointing after much advance 
ballyhoo. May of course improve as 
it progresses. Unknown from pre- 
miere whether show is drama, 
comedy or what have you? To hold 
a continuous audience on  twice- 
weekly span keen improvements 
must be made. 

Started off with a lengthy adver- 
tising blurb. This was followed by 
little canned music, then added com- 
mercial far too Oe 

When show finally got underway 
some good acting was handed out. 
For home talent. Rick. 





Ettien Joins Blackett 
Chicago, Sept. 27. 
Bob Ettien, formerly with the radio 
department of the Kastor agency 
here, joins the Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert office. 








| repetitive stuff gleams too many 
frugal moments. 








Goes into the estimating division. 


Callado, Joyita 
Dorita and Valero 
30 Mins.—Local 
CONSOLIDATED EDISON 
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 
WJZ, New York 


(McCann-Erickson) 


This is the fourth year for Con- 
solidated as a local sponsor. As be- 
fore, the budget, while not large by 
the standards of radio’s frenzied 
finance, provides for a fairly pre- 
tentious local divertissement. In- 
evitably a utility company leans to 
the conservative side. The board of 
directors of iny utility practically 
guarantees button-shoes and aq high, 
starched collar. Still, Consolidated 
is progressively more human and in- 
timate. Which is all to the good. 
And probably due to Henry Ober- 
myer, who has mad: the radio pro- 
gram his particular pet. (McCann- 
Erickson has the radio and the gas 
part of the account; B. B. D. & O. | 
the electric and newspaper end.) 

In the past the show played up the 
historic side of Greater New York. 
New formula veers away from the 
past and concentrates on present 
tense. Basically the new slant in- 
volves the employment of some 
world-traveler. Hence, Roy Chap- 
man Andrews on the opener. He 
qualified as both a New York per- 
sonality and a trained voice. Con- 
solidated insists upon speaking ex- 
perience and sidesteps anybody that 
might suffer a storm in front of the 
mike. With about a dozen members 
already set for the series, there will 
no doubt be a moment of reverent 
silence at the Explorers Club every 
time the name Consolidated is men- 
tioned hereafter. 

Andrews was taken on a mythical 
tour of New York. As he ‘toured’ 
he tied up experiences in foreign 
climes with people and places in the 
service area of the utility. It stacked 
up as a plausible approach to home- 
town ears. 

El Chico restaurant in Greenwich 
Village got plug and produced at 
the microphone the senor in charge, 
Benito Collada, as well as Spanish 
singers, Joyita and Maravilla and 
Dorito and Valero. Latter give out 
meritorious samples of native la- 
la-la. One singer was mentioned as 
discovered a year ago hiding out in 
a Granada cave within war-torn 
Spain. 

Several shrewd angles are _ in- 
cluded in half hour. There’s always 
something being given away. That 
something is $50 in cash every third 
week, but gas and electric house- 
hold appliances all the time. Again, 
there is an employe tie-in through 
the use of 16 voices of hired hands. 
For the commer ials, two anony- 
mous performers impersonate ‘Mrs. 
Homemaker’ and “The Edison Man.’ 
Company strives to get a consumer 
perspective and to avoid the kind 
of advertising gas that requires bi- 
carbonate of soda. Land. 


and Maravilla, | 





‘VOICES OF YESTERDAY’ 
P. T. Barnum 

15 Mins.; Local 

Thursday, 8:45 p.m. 

WHN, New York 

New series which dramatizes the 
lives of well-known Americans 
capped by a recording to the voice of 
the subject. P. T. Barnum, founder 
of the circus bearing his name, was 
chosen to lead off, probably because 
the recording, as gathered from the 
airing, was the earliest waxing on 
hand. 

Program dramatized several impor- 
tant periods in the life of the show- 
man and dwelt at length on his early 
journalistic activities to prove the 
character and iron will that drove 
him to the top. Program made good 
listening. 

Several actors are used to tell the 
story. One is a guy who delights in 
springing a hysterical, up-and-down- 

e-scale laugh. Should muzzle it, as 
it’s annoying. Mention of the per- 
fecting of the phonograph led up to 
the airing of Barnum’s voice. 

Announcements and necessary ex- 
planations were well done. 


STORIES IN SONG 

With Bernard Mullins, Fred Wade, 
Harold Kolb, Edward Begley, Ger- 
trude Warner, Edward Worthing- 
ton, Peter Cusaneli, Bruce Kern 

15 Mins. 

BRANFORD OIL CO. 

WTIC, Hartiord 





Entirely revamped and enlarged, 
the current ‘Stories in Song’ series | 
is one of the best dramatizations | 
ever put on over WTIC and shows 
definite network possibilities. Pro- 
gram caught Thursday (15), D’Arcy’s | 
‘The Face Upon the Barroom Floor,’ | 
is a credit to Leonard Patricelli, pro- | 
duction manager of the station, who | 
is scripting the series. 

In the past Bernard Mullins, in the 
role of the Old Colonel, narrated the 
story. In its present’setup Mullins 
gives the background of the story 


Daily, 11 p. m. 


| WABC-CBS, New York 


(McCann-Erickson) 


Danton Walker, the N. Y. Daily 
News’ Broadway columnist, held 
down this 10-minute spot last week, 
from 11 p. m. on, six nights a week, 
Monday through Saturday, but com- 
mencing Monday night (26), John B. 
Kennedy took up the chore. Unlike 
the Walker pattern of ‘Gotham Gad- 
abouting,’ Kennedy’s commentation 
is more general, teeing off with an 
arresting eight minutes or so on the 
Hitler crisis. 

Commercials, as in 
quence (reviewed 
fore and aft. Kennedy then talks 
on current topics, and nothing, of 
course, is more vivid these days than 
the Czechs’ endeavors to check Hit- 
ler’s ’drang nach Osten.’ ddtumanizing 
the discourse, and geiting away from 


Walker's se- 
herewith), are 


| the Kaltenborn formula of interpre- 


tive discourse, Kennedy high-lighted 
the respect that Hitler held for a 
former Prussiar. officer, perhaps the 
only one the Fuehrer trusts today. 
Iennedy wondered why and when 
would this veteran officer’s temper- 
ate and temporizing influence assert 
itself on Hitler’s consuming ambi- 
tions. Kennedy pointed out the sig- 
nificance that within the same cen- 
tury lived or were born Napoleon, 
Kaiser Wilhelm and Hitler. 

Details of Dan Walker’s bow-out, 
plus a review of his solo week’s 
crack at the Gruen show, are else- 
where in this department. Necessary 
mike wallop ‘vhich Walker, experi- 
enced gadabout, lacked at first, was 
gathering momentum at the We eg 

el. 


DANTON WALKER 
‘GOTHAM GAZETTE’ 
16 Mins. 

GRUEN WATCH 
Mon.-Sat., 11 p. m. 
WABC, New York 


(McCann-Erickson) 


Broadway columnist of the New 
York Daily News made his air debut 
Monday night (19) in a six-times-a- 
week bit about what’s doing in New 
York. Walker certainly should be up 
on the town’s news, but he didn’t 
show it on this initial stanza. Since 
then, he’s improved. On the tee- 
off, he meandered through a dull 
script, offering little of timely inter- 
est, except to report on the night’s 
legit premiere, which he managed to 
garble. It was unimpressive. Fur- 
thermore, the reviewing idea—based 
on catching o..ly half of the premi- 
ere—isn’t such a good idea. 

Introduced as ‘the No. 1 columnist 
and man-about-town who knows all 
about the Hollywood and Broadway 
stars’ Walker referred deprecating- 
ly to the  super-buildup, then 
launched into a spiel about what he 
intends doing on the show. His voice 
is rather toneless, but he keeps 
it low-pitched and conversational. 
Main thing he must learn is to con- 
ceal the fact that he’s reading a 
manuscript. He was handicapped by 
nervousness for the preem program. 
This, too, has been improved. 

After describing how his work had 
taken him all over the world, the 
columnist plugged a travel book, 
talked about Bermuda, mentioned 
his hobby of reading old newspapers 
and then gave a_ up-to-the-minute 
flash on ‘Missouri Legend,’ which, as 
he spoke, had just about concluded 
its first performance at the Empire, 
N. Y. Walker referred to it as a Gil- 
ber Miller production and went on 
to say Miller is noted for his fine 
productions and brilliant casting. 
Actually, ‘Legend’ is produced by 
Guthrie McClintic, who is not ex- 
actly unknown himself. 

Gruen’s commercials on the show 
were unleashed fore and aft. First 
was fairly brief, the latter on the 
windy side. 

Caught again subsequently (23), 
Walker had already improved con- 
siderably over his debut session. His 
nervousness was much less marked, 
his voice was much more expressive, 
and he contrived to disguise to some 
extent the fact that he was readin 
his material. Also, the material itse 
was brighter. Hobe. 


JUNIOR MUSICOMEDY 
‘Stars Over Broadway’ 
50 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WABC-CBS, New York 
Half hour of the trials and tribue- 
lations of -youngsters bréaking into 
theatricals had little to recommend 
it. Story closely paralleled the plot 
of ‘Stage Door’ even to the tony tyro 
who eventually and secretly pro- 
duced backing for a show to pro- 
vide the whole kit and kaboodle with 
parts. Program emanated from 
WHEC, Rochester CBS outlet. 
Attempt to insert little twists like 
scripting Mrs. Kelly’s boarding house 
as a ‘co-ed’ institution failed to dis- 
guise the origin of the plot. Cast 


with the station actors assuming the | was admittedly juvenile, between the 


roles of the various 


characters. |ages of 12 and 16, and while they 


Harold Kolb supplies an organ back- | handled the parts with considerable 


ground and Fred Wade vocalizes the | 
different songs that are descriptive | 


of the plot. 

In adapting this ancient ballad for | 
radio Patricelli managed to catch | 
all its melodrama. Edward Begley, | 


as the drunken artist; Gertrude War- 
ner, as the face on the barrom floor, 
and Edward Worthington turned in| 
commendable performances, 


Eck. | 


skill, failed to be convincing speak- 
ing lines better suited to older actors. 
Program, however, bespeaks zip and 
activity at WHEC. 

In various spots kids broke out 
musical stints. Duo handled ‘A-Tisket’ 
and a young solist did an excellent 
job on ‘I’ve Got a Pocketful of 
Dreams.’ Announcements and exe 
planations were nicely carried, 
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St. Louis Chapter of AFRA Wil 
Set All-Star Convention Frolic 





—— 





St. Louis, Sept. 27. 

If a sufficient number of radio 
stars announce their intention to at- 
tend the first national AFRA con- 
vention here in November, Don 
Phillips, president of the St. Louis 
Chapier will proceed with plans 
tentatively made for broadcast over 
CBS, NBC and Mutual of a one-hour 
show in which the biggies will be 
asked to participate. Definite plans 
for the show are very much up in 


— 





the air due to the fact that Vhillips 
has received assurances from only 
Eddie Cantor, national president, | 


that he will be present. 

Emily Holt, national executive sec- 
retary, won't kuow for some weeks | 
what accredited delegates will put in | 
an appearance. 

A sour note in the local situation 
was struck last week when J. Nor- 
man Green, gabber at KMOX and 
secretary of the Special Convention 
Publicity Committee handed in his 
resignation as a member of the com- 
mittee to Phillips. Beyond saying 
that ‘conditions beyond his control’ 
had brought about the resignation 
Green said a copy of his letter will 
be sent to Miss Holt. 

With the opening of KXOK, the 
new Star-‘‘imes Publishing Co.'s 
1,000-watter last week, Phillips is 
certain that the talent staff, gabbers, | 
warblers, etc., will become members 
of the local AFRA chapter 100%. 
His survey thus far shows ‘our em- 
ployes of the station, two by transfer 
from out of town, are members. 

Recently ‘the St. Louis Chapter 
unanimously adopted the following 
resolution: ‘Each individual group in 
AFRA, announcers, singers nd ac- 
tors, shal] discuss, argue, arbitrate 
and vote’ decisively upon their own 
individual problems. Announcers’, 
singers’, and actors’ respective dis- 
cussions shall be attended by the 
individual groups. Announcers by 
announcers; actors by actors and 
singers by singers. Each group may 
be supplemented by any member : f 
the other two groups, actors, singers 
and announcers, who may at any 
time be called upon to perform the 
duties of the particular group in 
question and their findings will be 
supported by the entire organi- 
zation.’ 


HOLLYWOOD OFFERS 
EAST FOUR MAYBES 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Four sets of waxed auditions were 
shipped east last week for agency 
rs om Western show topped by 

ck Foran is being dangled before 
sponsors by Goldstone & Morrison 
agency. 

Winslow-Curtis agency is offering 
a variety turn with Leo Carrillo, 
Shaw and Lee, Galli Sisters and Gus 
Arnheim’s orchestra. Walter Batche- 
lor fronting for ‘Uncle Ned’ series 
with Ned Sparks, and George Raft 
and Jane Bryan in a leather-pusher 
program being negotiated by Myron 
Selznick. 


Regional Gets Piaylets 


queens 
Chicago, Sept. 27. 

General Mills shuttling the locally 
produced ‘Curtain Time’ out to the 
Don Lee web for a once weekly shot, 
starting Oct. 14. 

Has been on WGN here as a tester 
each Friday night. Show is a 30-min- 
ute complete playlet. Through Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert here. 


Schudt in New York 


Cincinnati, Sept. 27. 

Bill Schudt, manager of WKRC, is 
in New York this week, huddling 
with CBS execs, 

Bill Williamson, the station’s sales 
manager, and Jake Latham, of the 
Belling staff, divided time last week 
in Chicago, Cleveland and Detroit. 

















ZELLA LAYNE GETS LEAD 

San Francisco, Sept. 27. 
Zellas Layne, singer and actress, 
has been picked for the role of ‘Lynn 
Miller’ in the serial, ‘Dr. Kate,’ 
penned by Hal Burdick and aired 
from San Francisco, over the Coast 
NBC-Red web five mornings a 
week. Show is sponsored by Sperry 

Flour Co. 

Burdick has been auditioning 
local actresses for the part since 
Vicki Vola, its originator, went east 


Radio Blamed Again 





Tacoma, Sept. 27. 
Radio gave two Federal pris- 
ers their liberty from the city 
jail when Robert Poore, jailer 
of the tank where the boys were 
confined, allowed all of the 
prisoners in the block to hear a 
radio broadcast of a middle- 
weight fight held in Seattle. 
As the fight boomed in on the 
receiver and while excitement 
prevailed, the two _ escapees 
climbed up a heavy grating, 
gained the fire escape and dis- 
appeared. 











AFRA ELECTS 
BOARD, ALSO 
DELEGATES 


Election of members of the board 
of directors of the New York local, 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists will be held at the annual 
meeting tomorrow night (Thursday) 
at the Hotel Edison, N. Y. There 
will be 21 directors elected. Meet- 
ing will also name 28 delegates and 
28 alternates to the annual conven- 
tion Nov. 14 in St. Louis. 


Nominees for directors are Bill 
Adams, Marian Barney, Teddy Berg- 
man, John Brown, Ray Collins, Ted 
De Corsia, Eric Dressler, Helene 
Dumas, Anne Elstner, Betty Garde, 
John McGovern, John Pickard, Al- 
fred Shirley, Mare Smith, Lucille 
Wall and Ned Wever, actors; George 
Ansbro, Ben Grauer, William Sha- 
pard and Robert Waldrop, an- 
nouncers, and Taylor Buckley, 
Everett Clark, Gordon Cross, Frank 
Croxton, Carol Deis, Gertrude Foster, 
Alex McKee, Evelyn MacGregor, 
Jack Parker, Walter Preston and 
Claude Reese, singers. Setup will be 
nine actors, seven singers and five 
announcers elected. 


Delegates to St. Louis 


Nominees for delegates include 
Marian Barney, Fred Barron, Teddy 
Bergman, John H. Brown, Ray 
Collins, Ted De Corsia, Eric Dressler, 
Helen Dumas, Anne Elstner, Wilfred 
Lytell, John McGovern, John Pick- 
ard, Selena Royle, Paul Stewart, 
Mark Smith and Lucille Wall, 
actors; George Ansbro, Nelson Case, 
Ben Grauer, William Shapard, 
Robert Waldrop and Foster Williams, 
announcers, and Rhoda _ Arnold, 
Richard Bonelli, Ruth Gordon Bras- 
sil, Taylor Buckley, Frank Chap- 
man, Everett Clark, Gordon Cross, 
Frank Croxton, Carol Deis, Gertrude 
Foster, Virginia George, Paula 
Heminghaus, Hubert Hendrie, Alan 
Holt, Fred Kuhnly, Alex McKee, 
Evelyn MacGregor, James Melton, 
Jack Parker, Walter Preston, Claude 
Reese, Henry Shope and Margaret 
Speaks, singers. 

Same persons were also nominated 
for alternates. 


INT'L RADIO SALES 
REPS TEXAS WEB 


International Radio Sales has been 
appointed the exclusive special sales 
rep for the Texas State Network. It’s 
a year’s non-cancellable contract and 
becomes effective this Saturday (1). 

Tie:p indicates that Hearst is com- 
mitted to keep International Sales in 
Operation for at least the period of 
the TSN agreement. 














‘Hotel’ Guest Lineup 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Guesters in the dramatic spot on 
Hollywood Hotel have been set for 
three weeks. Joan Bennett and 
Thomas Mitchell lead off (30) in 
‘History Is Made At Night.’ Fol- 
lowing week Ginger Rogers and 
David Niven do a half hour version 
of ‘I Met Him in Paris.’ Either 
Heather Angel in ‘Berkeley Square’ 
or Charles Butterworth in a comedy 
play are slated for Oct. 14 broad- 
cast. 

Herbert Marshall appears in the 





several weeks ago. 


dramatics additional to his emcee 
chores. 


Bond Leaves Katz 


Osborne B. Bond, radio director 
of the Joseph Katz agency, resigns 








Oct. 1 to become business manager 
,of the Elks Magazine. With Katz 
|about five years. 

No one named to replace yet. 


WSB Key Station For 
Footbal! Hook-Ups; 
Musician Is Spieler 





Atlanta, Sept. 27. 

WSB will tee off Saturday Oct. 1 
with first of seven football broad- 
casts of Georgia Tech games, when 
Tech clashes with Mercer U., under 
sponsorship of Atlantic Refining Co. 
This marks third successive year 
Atlantic has sponsored WSB’s grid 
broadcasts. 

Tied in with WSB for Tech-Mercer 
game airing will be WTOC, Savan- 
nah and WRDW, Augusta. 

Oct. 8, when Tech meets Notre 
Dame, WSB will be key station in 
group of 11 carrying game—WSB- 
KYW, Philly, WBTM, WCHYV, 
WDBT, WFBC, WLVA, WRDW, 
WRVA, WSVA and WTOC. 

Oct. 22 game between Tech and 
Auburn will find WFBC, WRDW and 
WTOC tied up with WSB and on 
Oct. 29, when Tech plays Vanderbilt 
in Nashville, WBT,,WDNC, WRDW 
and WTOC will participate. 

Same four stations will join with 
local mill for Tech-Kentucky clash 
Nov. 5, while WRDW and WTOC 
will participate for Tech-Alabama 
game Nov. 12. 

Final in series Nov. 19, Tech- 
Florida clash, will find WRDW, 
WTOC, WIOD, WJAX and WRUF 
stringing along with WSB. 

Marcus Bartlett, musical director 
of WSB, will lay down his baton to 
air the Tech contests. 

WAGA, little brother of WSB and 
barely more than a year old, has al- 
ready started airing schedule of 
dozen »rep games sponsored by Belle 
Isle Garage and Yellow and Black 
and White cab companies. 


THOMPSON-KOCH DENTS 
STERLING RADIO END 


Thompson-Koch, of Cincinnati, 
will handle the ‘Wife vs. Secretary’ 
series for California Syrup of Figs. 
It’s five quarter-hour transcriptions 
a week. Agency handles the space 
end of the Sterling Products com- 
bine’s advertising and makes prac- 
tically the first radio campaign that 
this group hasn’t cleared through 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert. 


Bob Seal Joins NBC 


San Francisco, Sept. 27. 

Robert Seal, from Columbus, Ohio, 
»ecomes production manager of KPO 
and KGO, NBC Company’s two local 
outlets, this week. 

Cameron Prud’homme, former 
production manager, has been named 
producer in charge of all dramatic 
programs, in which capacity he will 
be responsible for all casting and 
dramatic production supervision. At 
the client’s request, he is personally 
producing the Sperry Flour Com- 
pany’s new serial, ‘Dangerous Road,’ 
which debuted Monday (26) over the 
Coast NBC-Red web. 

Three local NBC execs transfer to 
Hollywood next month—Paul Gale, 
traffic manager; Cliff Anderson of 
the program department and Henry 
Masse, sales traffic manager. 


Show Biz Watching 


Baltimore, Sept. 27. 

‘True or False,’ J. B. Williams pro- 
gram on NBC Blue, will have an 
audience airing here Oct. 3, at the 
Auditorium theatre, via WBAL, lo- 
cal participating station. Tickets be- 
ing distributed by local dealer 
set-up. 

First national air show to be given 
stub holding audience here. Show 
biz watching carefully, 























N. ¥. Leads in ’Frisco Serial 
San Francisco, Sept. 27. 

Nancy Douglas and Dan Mce- 
Laughlin get leads in Sperry Flour’s 
new serial, ‘Dangerous Road,’ which 
Was preemed Monday (26) over the 
NBC-Red chain on the Coast from 
San Francisco. 

Both were brought to California 
from New York, where they ap- 
peared in test broadcasts of the 
thriller. 
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Bowes at his height for competition, 
you could put on a Hillbilly outfit 
and draw profitable mail for an ad- 
vertiser in the same town and at the 
same time. . I know from experience 
that I can put on Hillbilly music at 
six o'clock in the morning or 12 
o’clock at night and get an eager, en- 
thusiastic response from an invisible 
audience. Yes, I mean mail or phone 
calls. True, some of the mail will be 
written on suicide note paper and in 
pencil but still, it’s mail. It is 
visible evidence of audience response 
to a program. 

I have pulled dimes and dollar 
bills with Hillbilly music. I’ve pulled 
mail every day from nearly every 
state in the Union—not one piece but 
mail running into the thousands and 
as high as 8,000 in one day. 

One experience I recall with a 
furniture dealer who had a Hillbilly 
on one-half hour a day for five 
weeks. The Hillbilly was told that 
this was his last day and he made 
this announcement to his audience: 
‘This is my last day because the 
sponsor thinks I have no listeners.’ 
The result was 800 pieces of mail the 
next day and countless phone calls. 
The Hillbilly was re-employed. 

I ask you again, VaARIETy, what's 
going to happen to the Hillbilly? The 
American Federation of Musician 
won't take them unless they can read 
music and usually the good ones 
can’t; and they don’t seem to want 
them, anyway. AFRA doesn’t want 
them yet (quote Mr. Jaffe). I guess 
they’re afraid of jurisdictional trouble 
from the musicians. And yet, from 
the Station Manager’s standpoint, if 
they’re honest with themselves, Hill- 
billies are the most profitable mer- 
chandise they can have or get. I 
would like to get some here. 

A lot of Station Managers and 
owners, the past two or three years, 
have figured that Hillbilly music was 
‘low-brow’ and that they should edu- 
cate the public to better things—so 
they gave the people ‘swing.’ 

I have a postcard in my desk from 
a Hillbilly that used to play for me 
in the South. He was good for $100 
to $150 business for his Song Book 
at a dollar a throw every week plus 
a fine fee from the sponsor. The sta- 
tion time was sold at regular rates 
to the sponsor. I can’t use him here 
because he doesn’t belong to the 
union. 

100% American 


Frankly, I have no objections to 
the union, but I think something 
should be done for the poor Hillbilly. 
They have a definite place in radio 
entertainment. They portray Ameri- 
canism as it was and Americanism 
as it will be for many generations 
from the true American standpoint. If 
there is anything more American 
than Hillbilly music, if there is any- 
thing that will stir the heartstrings 
in the real American mother more 
than ‘Oh Susanna,’ ‘She’s Comin’ 
*Round the Mountain,’ or ‘I Have 11 
More Months and 10 More Days,’ you 
show me what it is. And you only 
have to be an American one genera- 
tion to get the thrill, the cleanliness 
and the humor of our American Hill- 
billy music. 

I know from experience that those 
who claim they don’t like Hillbilly 
music will surreptitiously listen to it 
and get a kick out of it and maybe 
shed a few tears. Something should 
be done for this unorganized group 
of real American players. 

Usually when a group like this 
‘loses out’ in their economic situa- 
tion, there is an economic reason for 
them losing out. But here on one 
hand you have the greatest potential 
audience builders of any group of 
artists, actors, or, to put it broadly, 
entertainers that have ever appeared 
before the microphone. 

VaRIETY has always taken the stand 
for the under dog. Maybe a lot of 
the Hillbillies bathe in the old 
American fashion, once a week— 
maybe some of them don’t have 
manicured fingernails, but still they 
deserve some champion to come for- 
ward and make a plea for their 
cause. There should be no ifs, ands 
or buts, about the Hillbilly. I know 
questions will be raised in many sec- 
tions where the unions don’t inter- 
fere but I believe they should de- 
velop an organization of their own 
and affiliate with some group who 
will save them for the American ra- 
dio listener, 





Cleveland Showdown 
Cleveland, Sept. 27. 
Milt Krasny’s ultimatum that all 
hillbilly musicians must join musi- 
cians local No. 4, if they want to 








—-—— 


stay on the air, has caused WGAR 
to drop all of its mountaineer acts, 

Before taking any action, WTAM 
is taking up the status of its severa] 
Ozarkian programs with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians in New 
York. Troupe billed as the ‘Plains. 
men’ had its name changed to the 
‘Vigilantes’ and ordered to play 
nothing but strictly hill-billy instru. 
ments. 

Union action is partly pointed at 
WTAM’s jug-biowers who have been 
adding legit pieces for their stage 
dates and who have been working 
under the union’s scale. It is al-5 
directed at niteries which have been 
playing up the ledge-leapers lately 
and paying them top prices. 

To-date it’s a deadlock, witl the 
billies refusing to join the union 
since the stations in any event are 
unwilling to pay them regular scale. 
Krasny considering a ban on night 
spots that book non-union hill-billies, 





Columbus, Sept. 27. 

Barn Dance show with a _ studio 
audience gets under way on WHKC 
from Columbus Auditorium Saturday 
evening (1). Sponsored by Herman 
Hamer, auditorium promotor, as a 
draw for his Saturday night barn 
dances. 

Three-quarters of an hour of show 
will go on the air as ‘Buckeye Hoe- 
down.’ Gate price of 25 cents for the 


air show entitles payees to hang 
around for an entire evening of 
dancing. 


Montana Meechy cowboy band, 
Buckeye Four and other hillbilly 
acts are being lined up for the show, 


HILLBILLIES 
AN INDUSTRY 
AT WLW 





Cincinnati, Sept. 27. 


Four separate programs by the 
Renfro Valley Barn Dance troupe, 
plus the Alka Seltzer National Barn 
Dance, .completely fill WLW’s Sat- 
urday night schedule for three and 
one-half hours, starting at 7 p.m, 
EST. Of the Renfro shows, which 
originate here, one feeds to Mutual 
and another starts Oct. 1 for out- 
letting on 58 stations in the NBC Red 
chain. Both web shows are spon- 
sored by the Brown & Williamson 
Tobacco Co., Louisville, the one 
feeding Mutual blurbing Bugler to- 
bacco, and the NBC-fed stanza plug- 
ging Avalon cigarets. 


Other two Renfro stints are tagged 
for the Keystone Fence & Wire Co. 
and Pinex. All of them are han- 
dled through the Russell M. Seeds 
agency, Chicago. 

Red Foley, ‘singing songs for 
everybody,’ is featured in the Avalon 
Time and Bugler Plantation Party 
Stanzas. For the Avalon show he 
will be supported by guest stars. In 
the first NBC Red spread, the An- 
drews Sisters (3), will have the ace 
visitors’ spot. Time for this pro- 
gram is 7 to 7:30 p.m. 


Renfro Valley Barn Dance, tagged 
for Keystone Fence and starting its 
second year’s Saturday run on WLW 
from 7:30 to 8 p.m., is strengthening 
on talent. Show has John Lair as 
m.c., A’nt Idy and Little Clifford, 
Corn Creek Girls, Slim Miller and 
the Corncrackers, Hugh Cross and 
His Radio Pals, Owen Sisters (3) 
and Shug Fisher. 


Pinex’s rural opry, 8:30 to 9 p.m. 
has just added Ezra Buzzington as 
m.c. along with the Pinex Silver 
Cornet Band of nine pieces.. Also 
has the Three Belles, Range Riders, 
Barber Shop Boys, Zebbie, Sunbon- 
net Girls and Peanut Roasters. 


Whitey Ford is m.c. of the Bugler 
Plantation Party, 10 to 10:30 p.m. 
Besides Foley, talent on this show 
includes Girls of the Golden West, 
Southern Planters, Galvano Trio, 
Duke of Paducha, Plantation Trio, 
Tobacco Town Four, Buddy Ross 
and Glenn Hughes. ; 

Avalon broadcast originates In 
Crosley’s No. 1 studio, with an audi- 
ence. The other three shows are 
staged in Music Hall, before pay- 
ing audiences. 





Irene Rich broadcasting for four 
weeks from midwest where shes 


personaling in food stores for her 
sponsor, 


oer 
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HIS is the tool with which one man 
yee one minute—can stamp out ten 
million sharp, lasting impressions. Each 
different. Each perfect. 

A man talks into this microphone 
about an automobile. Instantly, at the 
other end of the mike, the minds of ten 
million people paint the most exciting 
automobile pictures in the world! For each 
listener sees himself in a car—in a model 


he wants—in the colors he likes best. 





That is radio’s power; its power to 


paint personalized pictures in the mind; 
its power to fire the imagination of the 
millions of people it reaches. 

Eighteen hundred years ago, Pliny said: 
‘The living voice moves men.” It moves 


merchandise, too. And if you have not 


seen the most recent facts on radio’s 


ability to picture and se// automobiles, 
as it sells silver and soap and cigarettes, 


may we send them to you? 


Columbia Broadcasting System 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST RADIO NETWORK 














yawn 


ee ee Te 





Se Te, Leaked 


yee 






tives tein aeis 


bea. 
ee 


ee 


a 


nea os 


a ae 





goer eee 


aa mae 


mn ede 





== 


ome 





—~—s + 


Non-Network Stations Sign Contract 
With A.F.M.; 1,500 Jobs Created 


panies did not come up at last week’s 
meeting between Joseph N. Weber, 
the committee representing non-net- AFM prez, and the non-network sta- 
work stations and the American tions’ committee, Latter assured 
Federation of Musicians. he two! Weber that it had not been respon- 
factions last week exchanged the| sible for the charges circulated that 
final contracts although some 40 sta-| this increased scale constituted a 
tions in the group have yet to com-| breach of good faith in the federa- 








Musicians employment question 
has been amicably settled between 


plete agreements with local AFM|tion’s dealings with the broadcasters. 
unions. It is estimated that the cove- | New rates apply to recording, 
nant, effective for two years, will said Weber, are final and there is} 
cause the employment of around | nothing that he or the AFM execu- | 
1,500 additional musicians. tive board can do about changing 

Last week’s act brought to a suc-| them. The phonograph companies, in 


cessful close the AFM’s drive to ob-| protest against the upped rates, have 

tain a higher ratio of musician em- | declared that they will tend to re- 

ployment in the broadcasting indus- duce the amount of musician em- 

try. The drive started in the sum-| ployment. 

mer of 1937, and the agreement with | Se 

network affiliated stations and NBC| Don Wilson narrating a series of 

and CBS-owned outlets was com-|travelogs at Universal Pictures. 

pleted the early part of this year. 
Subject of increased rate for | Stroud Twins, off Chase a San- 

musicians used by recording com-! born, p.a.ing through the east. 














Union Agent Murdered; 
St. Louis Stations Await 
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Picket Line Around WPEN, Philly 





Word on New Contract Music Quota Cut Refused by Union, Orchestra Fired 





St. Louis, Sept. 27. 

St. Louis radio stations whose con- 
tract with Local No. 1, Intl, Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers expires 
Nov. 15, are awaiting word from the 
union for the preliminary meeting 
which had been set by Arthur C. 
Schading, business agent who was 
slain by two unidentified gunmen as 


he was leaving the union hall Mon- | 
On the afternoon of the | 
day Schading was assassinated he set | 
a group meeting with executives of | 


day (18). 


the local stations for today at the 
Missouri Athletic Club, downtown. 
Schading made the appointment by 
phone and promised to start negotia- 
tions for a new contract. 


Some 12 hours later he lay dead in 
the morgue. His slayers have not 
been apprehended although gen- 
darmes have recovered the two auto- 
matics with which he was riddled 
with nine bullets near the scene of 
the crime. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 


Musicians’ Local over the station’s 
demand for a cut in its music quota 
almost culminated on Sunday (25) in 
a complete shutaown. Picket line 
was ordered for 7 a. m., 
neers refusing to go through it, as a 





the entire house band, according to 
tooter execs. 
were notified 


Orchestra members 


jand Andy 
Battle between WPEN and the|Play on the stat-n, but are not in 


with engi- | 


—C.1.0. Panelmen Cooperate 


Arcari, musicians who 
the band, were instrycted not to 
cross the picket line. They are all 
members of the Musicians Local, 
Picket line was called off, how. 


ever, late Saturday night, after a 
|call to Rex Riccardi, Union secre. 
tary, from WPEN’s attorneys. Sta- 


result of the firing by the outlet of | 


tion agreed to continue temporarily 
under last year’s contract, subject to 


|a meeting tomorrow (Wednesday), 


a few days in advance, it was said | 


at union headquarters, that they 
| would be through on Saturday night. 
As a result the pick -t line was or- 
dered for Sunday and co-operation 
ot the panelmen, who are members 
of the American Communications As- 
sociation, CIO, was oktained. Tom 
Smith, program director; Ralph Bor- 
elli, announcer, and Horace Hustler 
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WLW 


THE NATION’S 
STATION 





ORIGINATION if 


ing reputation rather 











in show production and thereby fortify and increase 
station appropriations! A staff and spot dramatic 
cast of 50 are ably supported by 53 musicians under 
direction of nationally known and experienced con- 
ductors. 


Added to these are a competent staff of writers, 
arrangers and directors. 


Every production facility is available at WLW, yet 
costs will figure as low as HALF of New York or 
coast production expense. 


BUY MORE STATIONS 


with what you save. Add more listeners. 


feasible, practical and economical. Send your script to us. 


Increase client’s audience,—improve response possibilities ! 
Let us cast it—produce—audition. 


PRODUCTION 
COSTS LOW! 


Because with independent talent and operations 
free of high overhead WLW is the ROCK 
BOTTOM ECONOMICAL POINT OF 


glamour names are not 


needed. Bright talent in its ascendency, seek- 


than dollars at WLW, fur- 


nishes many fresh voices—new dramatic and 
infectious personalities. 
staff of experienced producers any agency can 


AVE MONEY 


Directed by a large 








economical and satisfactory. 





NOW 


10 fall commercial network originations already scheduledonWLW _ 
indicate how prominent agencies are finding WLW point of origin 


shows with built-up audiences NOW available if you act at once. 





Several WLW sustaining strip 








Then you listen, 





WLW 





LARGEST INDEPENDENT 
SOURCE OF TALENT 


CINCINNATI 


FREE A 











Many large agencies are finding WLW originations 


study eost—decide. Check what we 


promise, and what big New York and Chicago agencies have found in our 


UDITION 


Send us your script. “We'll have a recording ready for audition 
promptly AT NO COST TO YOU. 


WLW For NEW IDEAS 


Several sustaining strip shows with ready built audiences are now avail- 
able for your fall campaigns. Listen to “Midstream” 4:15 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays, and the “Mad Hatterfields” 4:45 p.m. Mondays 
through Fridays—examples of WLW's complete production service of 


10 PRODUCERS ---10 WRITERS 
53 MUSICIANS --- 50 STAFF 
AND SPOT DRAMATIC CAST 


“~ 


Over 5%% 
Union is demanding quota of $30.. 
853. This is about $10,000 less than 
las year, but sonsiderably above the 


|546% of the gross set in the national 








agreement between  non-affiliates 
and the AFM. Local is demanding 
it, however, under a clause which 
declares a station shall not spend 
less than it aid previously, even 
it this is beyond the percentage set. 
Outlet would like to spend only be- 
tween $25,000 and $27,000 

Riccardi said the quota would be 
cut only on instructions from Joe 
Weber, AFM prez. Weber wired 
him, suggesting the local take less, 
he said, but still allowed final judg- 
ment to bea local matter. Later he 
phoned, and again suggested that a 
smaller sum b» acecpted because of 
bad economic conditions and the 
fear that the tation may be forced 
to shut down entirely. Riccardi said 
he won’t give in until actually forced 
to do so by Weber, as he thinks 
there is no likelihood of the outlet 
folding. 

Columbus, Sept. 27 

With 10 musicians on the pay-roll 
for the fall season, WBNS has 
juggled the talent to make three staff 
musical organizations. Groups in- 
clude seven-piece swing. crew, a 
string ensemble and a larger orches- 
tra combining both outfits. All un- 
der direction of Paul Neai. 

Various combinations are working 
total of 12 programs a week. Among 
sustainers getting the musical treat- 
ment are Fran Harmon’s ‘Fashion 
Parade,’ backed by the strings; Ray 
Roese, tenor, with the string ensem- 
ble, and Mary Lou Miller’s song 
session with the swing band, 

Lowell Riley is musical director 
of WBNS. 


SAN FRANCISCO 
UNION DICKERS 








San Francisco, Sept. 27. 

Negotiations with local indie sta- 
tions not yet signed with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists and 
the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers are now being 
carried on jointly by the two unions. 
Decision to work together was made 
last week following IBEW’s charge 
that KSAN, formerly KGGC, is now 
employing licensed graduates of a 
local radio school as technicians at 
small salaries. Station’s regular 
technicians, of whom there were 
three or four, were discharged sev- 
eral months ago, it is claimed by 
IBEW, and eleven of the school’s 
graduates were hired. Situation was 
discovered when IBEW submitted 
contracts to the station, according to 
assistant business manager Melville 
Larsen of KBEW, 

Vic Connors, local AFRA secretary, 
is helding up further confabs with 
KSAN pending outcome of the IBEW 
discussions with the station. Differ- 
ences in wages for performers and 
announcers have delayed signing of 
contracts between AFRA and KSAN. 

New AFRA ruling made last week 
will require payment of regular $7.50 
audition fee by KSFO, local affiliate 
of CBS. Rate is the same as that 
paid by KPO and KGO, the NBC 
local outlets, and by KFRCA, Mutual 
affiliate, under AFRA contracts. It 
was felt that KSFO, because of its 
classification as an indie station, had 
an unfair advantage over the other 
three stations in the matter of audi- 
tions. 





Petry Adds Cartwright 
Chicago, Sept. 27. 
William Cartwright, who has 
been chief salesman here for the 
William G. Rambeau station rep 
firm, joins the local Ed Petry sales 


| staff. 


Starts new affiliation on Oct. 1. 
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REPORTING 
MILITARY 
MANEUVERS 
WITH MILITARY 
DISPATCH 


fF wa UNITED PRESS ace war correspondents, Webb 
. ft in Miller, Edward Beattie Jr., Reynolds Packard, 
Eleanor Packard, Robert H. Best are now at the 
European Front reporting minute-to-minute de- 
velopments of the most dramatic news story since 


the World War. 
Behind this line is the army of UNITED PRESS 


staff men in every vital news center. 


Good reasons why UNITED PRESS is consist- 


ently scoring the most sensational series of news 
beats in modern history. 


UNITED PRESS 


RADIO’S ONLY COMPLETE NEWS SERVICE 
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Photographs from top to 
bottom: WEBB MILLER, 
EDWARD BEATTIE jrR., 
REYNOLDS PACKARD, 
ELEANOR PACKARD & 
ROBERT H. BEST. 
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Hopkins, WIBK, Seeks to Wave 
American Flag to Embarrass CKLW 











Detroit, Sept. 27. 


Seeking to halt Mutual’s transmis- 
sion of programs io CKLW, Windsor- 
Detroit, James F. Hopkins, general | 
manager of the 250-watter, WJBK, | 
here, will go before the Federal | 
Communications Commission next} 
Monday (3) with numerous charges 
that CKLW is unfair competish for | 


etroit stations by reasons of its|‘ ‘ 
eer ialteation , | ington, and WJBF by Elmer Pratt. 
Hopkins’ statement of grievances | Subpoenaed witnesses age RS 
made in depositions here last week, | ee a Bec as of 
indicates lively session in Washing- | : , 7 «gional 
“ ' ormerly in same cCa-| 
ton next week. Following the FCC} WXYZ and f — oa 
pacity at CKYW; Leonard | 
| 


CKLW violates both the Canadian | 
penal code and the Robinson-Patmin | 
fair trade act; disregards rate cards; | 
‘double-dealing’ as regards contricts; | 
‘cross-ruff’ as regards importation of | 
U.S. talent; violations of ban on U.S. | 
program pickups, etc. 

At the depositions here last week, 
Mutual was represented by member | 
of Louis Caldwell’s office in Wash- 





} 
| 
| 


; Pea e “n | 
hearing its understood Mutual wil] prez of Simons-Michelson ad agency 
: r - ; sales 
Murray, Canadian commissioner, to} aeier aaa soumthe cx CRLW 
aan Reedigsnabe ga Bue tag: Ble sales staff; Joe Gentile and Myrtle | 
meh ei as ahi Labbitt, of CKLW:; Paul Frincke, | 
‘oa ; WJBK’s chief engineer; W. M. Kem- | 

According to ce eee eat thorne, auditor, CKLW; and heads of | 
MBS’ agreement with per Cas’ two Detroit retail firms who've ad- 
for so little compensation that Mu- | rete te over CKLW in past. 
tual just about breaks even on the 





deal, ‘a situation it is content to! ny 
tolerate for the sake of keeping a WCAU Bandwagon Show | 
5,000-watt outlet in this area.’ The | 

financial advantage accruing to May Be Year-Round 


CKLW as a result of this setup, Hop- Philadelphia, Sept. 27. | 
kins declares, plus ‘certain alleged Possibility that the ‘Bandwagon,’ | 
practices made possible by its pe-| two-hour show put on by WCAU for | 
culiar dual entity,’ make it econom- Wheaties to fill in the afternoons that | 
ically possible for the larger station| the Phillies were playing out of| 
not only to undersell those of com-|town during the baseball season, 
parable power in the U. S., but also| might be put on a year-round basis 
to compete successfully against the | was seen this week. Outlet has asked 
smaller stations, including WJBK, he a concession on pay for musicians 


said. | if show continues. 
‘Patriotic’ Musicians Union has agreed to 
‘If CKLW was undercutting | Compromise and a meeting will be 


| held on the proposal today. Station 
| has asked that the $13.50 commercial 
fee for one hour of rehearsal and 
one hour on the air be cut to $10 
for the 16 men. 


stations of its own power in the U.S., 
and only by a slight margin, there 
might be extenuation, WJBK 
charges. ‘But when it is drastically 
underselling even smaller U. S. sta- 
tions, the situation becomes serious 
from the latters’ standpoint and jus- 
tifies intervention by the FCC on 





| Hearst afternoon sheet, 


| low-powered directional radio beam 


Givot Re-Ams 


_—— 


Agencies-Sponsors 





George Givot, who is just 
back from four months of voice 
coaching in Italy, will cuffo as 
a serious baritone on Major 
Bowes Capitol Family program 
this Sunday (2), over NBC, 2 
though he long ago lost his || 8™8™. One time. 
amateur standing. Also tenta- || Garfield Dry Cleaning 


“% ; Vallee air || Word announcements. 
ne a tae wae Hinds Heney & Almond Cream— 


Meanwhile dickering 100-word annoyncements twice daily, 


| WKRC, CINCINNATI 

| McCoy Gulf Refining Ce.--5 min- 
| ute script shows each Sunday. 

John Shillite Co.—Full hour: pro- 





Co.—100- 


with 











Billy Rose for the Casa Manana || five days a week. William Esty 

on Broadway—but as the Greek Agency, New York. 

Ambassador, Queen City Coal—50-word time | 
signals—7 weekly. William F. Hol- | 





|land Agene#v, Cincinnati. 
Allied Fiorists Association—100- 
announcements three times 


GOSSIP OF SPONSOR’S | "as 
CUSTOMERS ON WJAS "=<" 


Cocomalt, which formerly bank- 
roHed Joe Penner, has contracted 
Karl Krug, night club columnist,|} with KFI (Los Angeles) for a series 
signed by Pittsburgh Brewing Co.|of 78 one-minute transcriptions. 
for series of gossip airings over) First one spins Oct. 4. 
WJAS. Monday, Wednesday and| 
Friday, for 15 minutes. Deal is for 13 
weeks. 

Air stuff will be patterned after 
Krug’s twice-weekly ‘Pittsburgh by 
Night’ column in the Sun-Telegraph, 
with liberal 
plugs in guise of gossip for cafes| 
handling brewing outfit’s product. 


| 
| 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 27. | 





‘May I Suggest,’ weekly home eco- 
nomics broadcast by Helen Watts 
Schreiber on WHO, Des Moines, 
sponsored by Kellogg. 





Duquesne Brewing Co. has signed | 
Chester Smith, sports editor of Pitts- 
burgh Press, for three 15-minute 
ae. ape e spots over WJAS, Pittsburgh, 

GE S Visio throughout football season. Smith 

will call "em Wednesdays and Fri- 
days and summarize on Saturdays. 

Schenectady, Sept. 27. | Same sponsor has also ticketed Joe 

Electric’s experimental | Tucker for quarter-hour broadcast of 
broadcasts on a regular| grid scores until after Dec. 1. Both 








General 
television 


schedule will begin about Jan. 1,/! accounts placed by Walker-Down- 
through the erection of a 100- | ing. 

foot antenna ‘in the Heidelberg | + 

Mountains, at an altitude of 1,500; Coach Francis A. Schmidt of Ohio 


feet over the nearby Schenectady- | State heard weekly on WBNS, Co- 
Troy-Albany district. The main/lumbus, in football chatter for Mills 
studio will be in the old WGY mee Restaurants. Interviewed by various 


ters in Schenectady. Columbus sports writers. 


Broadcasts will be sent over a 








to the Heidelberg station. The tele-| Cty, Inc., contracted for spot an- 
vision wave from the latter will) M°Uncements, 13 weeks, on WQXR, 


be broadcast at an angle of 180 de-| N. Y., through Brown & Tarcher. 
grees over Albany, to prevent it, 











ae 








purely patriotic grounds.’ 

Hopkins charges that CKLW in- 
volves two corporations — Essex 
Broadcasters, 
tion, and Western Ontario Broad- 
casters, Inc., ‘which owns Essex’— 
and that ‘CKLW has been deriving 
85 to 90% of its revenue from ac- 
counts in the U. S. and we expect to 
show that this has been possible be- 
cause it (CKLW) does not operate 
according to standards that apply in 
the U. S., including copyright, w~ges, 
etc., 

Among other allegations are that 


a Michigan corpora- | 





Skeily on 25 Stations 


Chicago, Sept. 27. 
Skelly Oil will use 25 stations this 
year for its schedule on the new 
‘Captain Midnight’ show, 
starts on Oct. 10. 


ing television station. 








Big Town Farmers 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 


which | 








‘ 3 KYW, in the heart of Philly, is 
Will ride in Chicago and points | carrying the town’s first farmer 
southwest and west. Through Black-| show. It is tagged ‘Voice of the 


ett-Sample-Hummert agency. New} Farm’ and aired every Saturday 


show is an aviation five-a-week serial | from noon to 12:30 for Quaker Oats’ | 


aimed at kids, and replacing last| Full O’Pep Feed. 
year’s ‘Court of Missing Heirs’, adult Hayseeders are brought into the 
30-minute weekly shot. studio to discuss their problems. 












































@ Shaded area is KLZ's GUARAN. i | 





Dakota and. Wyoming with a 
population of 1,140,100. 


TEED MINIMUM daytime listening 
area based on ACTUAL LISTENING 
(CBS 4th Study), covering 72 counties 
in Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, South 





AFFILIATED WITH WKY — OKLAHOMA CITY 
AND THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Representative—-THE KATZ AGENCY, Inc. 


total 





|‘Jimmy and Gyp,’ on KFRC, San 
| Francisco, twice weekly. 
|} runs to Dec. 22. 


from traveling south and interfer- | Seven-Up Bottling Co. of Cali- 
ing with NBC’s Empire State Build-| fornia, through Allied agency, is| 


spotting announcements over KSPO. | 
San Francisco. Other new announce: | 
ments are being bankrolled by Hinds 
& Co. (Hinds Honey and Almond 
Cream) through William Esty; 
American Cranberry Exchange, 
through B. B. D. & O., New York; 
R. B. Davis Co. (Cocomalt), through | 
J. M. Mathes, New York; Maryland | 


| Pharmaceutical Co. (Rem and Rel), | 


through Katz agency. 





Folger Coffee Co., through Ray-| 
mond K. Morgan, Hollywood, is 
sponsoring a five-a-week studio pro- 
gram tabbed ‘Today’s Best Buys’ 
over KSFO, San Francisco. 





R. J. Reynolds (Camel), through 
William Esty, New York, sponsoring 
news broadcasts five times a week 
over KSFO, San Francisco. 





Remar Baking Co. (bread), through 
Sidney Garfinkel agency, set with 
KFRC, San Francisco, for 26 co-op 
sponsorships of weekly Mutual net- 
work program, ‘Show of the Week.’ 





Pacifie Greyhound Bus _ Lines, 
through Beaumont & Hohman, has 
renewed its weck!y ‘Romance of the 
Highways’ live talent show on 
KFRC, San Francisco, and the Mu- 
tual-Don Lee network in California 
and Oregon. New contract expires 
July 27, 1939. 





Spreckels Russell Dairy Co. 
through Lyon agency, has renewed 
its time on KFRC, San Francisco, 
half-hour Monday nights through 
Dec. 5, but is using a new show, 
‘Brain Battle,’ with Bill Davidson 
emceeing and 12 contestants. 





Wheatena Corp. (cereal), through 
Rahrabaugh & Gibson, Philadelphia, 
is spotting the Mutual network 
show, ‘Ford Rush and His Tinkle 
Toy Band’ on KFRC, San Francisco, 


via electrical transcription three 
nights weekly through March 17, 
1939, 





Albers Bros. Milling Co. (Friskies), | 
through Erwin Wasey, Seattle, has | 
placed a transcribed dramatic show, 


Contract | 


WNAC, BOSTON | 
Broadcast Advertising, Inc. (resells 
time), 26 30-minute programs, start- 
ing Oct. 6, ending March 30, 1939. 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Fri- 
day. Also on WTIC, WEAN, WICC, 





WCSH, WLBZ. ‘Marjorie Mills, the | 
Girl from Maine.’ 

Richard Brothers, Inc. (men’s cloth- | 
ing), 30 


— 


starting Sept. 1, five times weekly, 
Mc€ann-Erickson. 

Chrysler Corp., 24 30-word an. 
nouncements, various times daily, 
starting Sept. 22. Ruthrauff & Ryan. 

California Walnut Growers’ Ass‘n, 
24 30-minute programs, starting Oct. 
15, Saturday mornings. Lord & 
Thomas. 

Kellogg Co. (All-Bran), 26 partici- 
pations in Gretchen McMullen pro- 
gram, twice weekly, starting Sept. 
13. N. W. Ayer. 

Gillette Safety Base: Co., 13 half- 
hour programs, starting Oct. 8, Sat- 
urdays at 7:30 p.m. Also on WTIC, 


WEAN, WTAG, WICC, WCSH, 
WLBZ, WFEA, WSAR, WLLH, 
WNBH, WLNH, WRDO, WCOU. 


Maxon, Inc. 





KSO and KRNT, DES MOINES 
Chrysler Corp. (Plymouth), 18 
announcements. J. Stirling Getchell. 
American Cranberry Exchange, 52 
100-word announcements. B.B.D.&O. 
Foiger Coffee Co., five qiuariter- 


hours per week (Judy & Jane). 
Gardner. 
Smith Bros. (cough drops) i100 


chain break announcements. Brown 
& Tarcher. 

Pinex Ce., 
daily, 26 weeks, 
agency. 

Midland Milling Co. (Town Crier 
flour) daily announcement on Iowa 
network’s Magic Kitchen. 

Iewa Optemetric Association, three 
five-minute periods per week. 

Sidles Co. (RCA Victor) one quar- 
ter hour per week, Cross-Word 
Puzzles, Fairall. 

Employers Mutual Casualty Co., 
26 quarter-hour programs, ‘History 
Speaks.’ Fairall. 

Sargent Feed Co., daily five min- 


three announcements 
Russell M. Seeds 


ute participation in Cedar Valley 
Hillbillies. Fairall. 

Schmitt & Henry Mfg. Co., Des 
Moines, Co-op (Mutual) one-half 


hour per week, 26 weeks, ‘Show of 
the Week.’ Redfield-Johnstone. 





Fred T. Wood, Inc. (real estate), 
through Emil Reinhardt, Oakland, 
Cal., has signed with KFRC, San 
Francisco, for a Sunday morning 
quarter-hour of recorded music, 
‘Moraga Melodies,’ over a 13-week 
period, 














Radio Station 


WOW 


Announces a 26 Weeks’ 
series of Programs for 


J.C.PENNEY C0. 


script show, “The Jan- 
gles,” started September 
19 over WOW, Omaha, 
under the sponsorship of 
The J. C. Penney Com- 
pany. It marks the first 
time this nation-wide de- 
partment store chain has 
used radio advertising in 


this manner. 


WOW 


Omaha, Nebraska 


590 KC 5,000 Watts 


John Blair Co., Representatives 
Owned and Operated by the Wood- 
men of the World Life Insurance 
Society. 


ON THE N.B.C. RED NETWORK 


STOLE LEE te AT SIENY SLAB EE SS 
100-word announcements, ” qqygqagssea en eeeS 
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WBC STATISTICAL DRAFT. 











Large dots indicate cities from which NBC has originated broadcasts during crisis—Sept. 10 to Sept. 26, 


HIS COULDN'T HAPPEN IN 1914 


But today, through the miracle of radio, 


ol all America hears history made . . . follows it 





LE BER 





Press Radio bulletins, based on reports of 
the AP, UP and INS, broadcast by NBC the 
moment they’ve been received, have 
added to the wealth of information Ameri- 
ca has heard. 


across Europe’s seething map! 





N LESS THAN THREE WEEKS—from Sep- 
| tember 10 to Hitler’s historic declara- 
tion on September 26—NBC has brought, 
and NBC’s affiliated stations from coast 
to coast have broadcast, 89 vivid short 
wave pick-ups from the cities indicated on 
the map above—cities where another chap- 
ter in world history is being written. Both 
sides of the grave Czechoslovakian ques- 
tion have been radioed to American homes. 
Hitler... Chamberlain... Benes... Hodza 
... Mussolini... Litvinoff—all have spoken 
over NBC Networks—all have been heard 
by millions of Americans. 

European correspondents of American 
newspapers and press services have graphi- 
cally depicted on-the-spot scenes as they oc- 


curred in war-conscious cities . . . have 
painted accurate pictures of dramatic, 
high-strung, angry crowds... have ex- 
pressed expert opinion on the entire situa- 
tion. From city to city across the whole 
seething map of Europe NBC has switched, 
taxing man’s ingenuity and resources, 
keeping its finger on the throbbing pulse 
of Europe to bring to American radio lis- 


teners history as it’s made! 


To keep this country in instantaneous 
touch with every new development, NBC 
has spared neither time, nor man power, 
nor money. Sponsors of commercial pro- 
crams have graciously stepped aside, per- 
mitting cut-ins on their time or relin- 


quishing jt entirely. Hundreds of special 


Once again NBC has recognized and ful- 
filled—and will continue to fulfill—its ob- 
ligation to serve the public interest, cover- 
ing with complete neutrality all phases and 
viewpoints of the situation. 


NATIONAL 
BROADCASTING 
COMPANY 


The World’s Greatest Broadcasting System 
A SERVICE OF THE RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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F. C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 





MAJOR DECISIONS 


Washington, Sept. 27. 
California: Application of Anne Jay Levine for a new 
station at Palm Springs dismissed with prejudice. Ap- 
plicant’s attorneys had asked to withdraw without prejudice 
but Commish ruled otherwise. Request involved assignment 
of 1276 ke frequency with 100 watts nights, 250 watts dz s. 


District of Columbia: Frequent postponements of a ar- 
ing on his plea for a new station for Washington resulted 
in Commish turndown for Eugene Meyer, wealthy publisher 
of the Washington Post Meyer's application—under the 
name of the United States Broadcasting Co for 1310 ke 
with 100 watts ordered dismissed with prejudice. 

Maryland: Transfer of Associated Broadcasting Corp., 
licensee of WTBO, Cumberland, to Deiaware Channel Corp., 
collapsed through dismissal with prejudice, after applicants 
netified the Commish on Aug. 12 that a contract existing 
between them had expired Aug. 1 Asked at that time for 
dismissal without prejudice Delaware Channel group backed 
by Malcolm G. Chace, New York financier, who has been 
seeking toe-hold in the broadcast industr} 

Michigan: Application of Kammeraad-Smith Broadcasting 
Co., Holland, for a new station to be operated on 1200 ke 


with 100 watts days denied as in cases of default after out- 
fit changed its mind. 

Notification that no evidence would be sub- 
application of George W. Young, 
for his television station, 
prejudice of the request. 


56000, 60000 and 85000 


Minnesota: 
mitted in support of the 
Minneapolis, for renewal of 
W9XAT, led to dismissal 
Transmitter has operated on 
ke with 500 watts, 


license 
with 


ae f 
42009, 


emission A-4. 


Ohio: Attempted come-back of the Food Terminal Broad- 
casting Co., Cleveland, unsuccessful applicant for a daytime 
station on 1500 ke, again turned down as not proposing a 
‘broad, general public service.’ Group which asked for a 
re-argument of its plea last March comprises a public utility 
operating a market-place where producers of perishable food 
can rent space in which to store and sell their produce. 
Proposed service would have given considerable time to 


the dissemination of market information and, in the opinion 
of the Commish, had as its main purpose a furthering of the 


interests of the Food Terminal and ‘those who are con- 
nected with it.’ Arthur W. Scharfeld and Philip G. Loucks 
appeared on behalf of the applicant. 

Alabama: WBHP, Wilton Harvey Pollard, Huntsville, 


present license further extended on temporary basis only, 
pending action on renewal application for the period ending 
Nov. 1. 


Alaska: KGBU, Ketchikan, present Ncense further ex- 


tended on a temporary basis only, pending determination 
on application for renewal for the period Nov, 1, 

California: KFWB, Les Angeles, license extended on 
temporary basis only, pending receipt of and determination 


on application for renewal of license, for the period ending 


Nov. 1. 
Louisiana: WJBO, Baton Rouge, license extended until 
Nov. 1, on temporary basis only, pending receipt of and 


determination on application for license renewal. 

Massachusetts: WNAC, Boston, granted renewal of license 
on temporary basis only for the period ending April 1, 1959, 
subject to whatever action Commish may take on renewal 
application now pending before it. 

Missouri: KFUO, Evangelic Lutheran Synod of Missouri, 
Clayton, present license further extended to Nov. 1 on tempo- 
rary basis only, pending receipt of and determination on ap- 
plication for renewal. 

New Jersey: WHBI, Newark, granted renewal of license 
on temporary basis only, for the period ending April 1, 1939, 
subject to whatever action may be taken by the Commish 
on the pending application for renewal of license. 

New Mexico: KOB, Albuquerque, granted extension of spe- 
cial temporary authority to operate unlimited time on 1180 
ke, using 10 kw, using directional antenna after sunset at 
Portland, Ore (Sept., 7:30 p.m.; Oct., 6:20 p.m., MST) from 
Sept. 25 to Oct. 24, 

New York: WCAD, Canton, license extended on a tempo- 
rary basis only, pending receipt of and determination on ap- 
plication for renewal of license, until Nov. 1. 

Oregon: KEX, Portland, granted unlimited operation on 
1180 ke with 5 kw, from Sept. 25 to Oct. 24. 

Pennsylvania: WCAE, Pittsburgh, granted renewal of 
license on temporary basis, subject to Commish action on 
application for renewal, for period ending April 1. 

WKOK, Sunbury, granted special temporary authority to 
operate simultaneously with WBAX, Wilkes-Barre, on Tues- 








days, Thursdays and Saturdays, evenings during the month 
of October, from 6 p.m. to 12 midnight, EST, in order to 
make time available for political speakers during the present 
political campaign, the time not used for political broadcasts 
to be consumed by entertainment, educational, civic and 
similar programs. 


WEST, Easton, authority to 


granted special temporary 


operate simultaneously with WKBO, Harrisburg, from 8:15 
to 8:30 p.m., EST, Sept. 20, 27; Oct. 4, 11, 18, in order to 
broadcast Democratic State Network political programs. 


South Dakota: KUSD, University of South Dakota, Vermil- 
lion, present license further extended on temporary basis, 
pending receipt of and determination on application of re- 
newal, for the period ending Nov. 1. 

Vermont: WBNX.,. Springfield, license extended on tempo- 
rary basis only, pending receipt of and determination on ap- 
plication for renewal for the period ending Nov. 1. 


SET FOR HEARING 


transmitter locally, tin- 


California: KULX, Oakland, move 
stall new equipment and vertical radiator and boost power 
from 1 to 6 kw. 

Georgia: Atlanta voluntary assignment of license to 
Liberty Broadcasting Corp., 1450 ke with 500 watts nights, | 
1 kw days. 

Iowa: WOC, Davenport, more transmitter locally, install 
new equipment, directional antenna system, change fre- 
quency from 1370 to 1390 ke and boost power from 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days, to 500 watts nights, 1 kw 


days, using directional antenna system for night operation, 
transfer 
licensee of 


tur our 


Pennsyivania: WwWSsW, consent to 
control of the Walker & Downing Radio Corp., 
WWSW, from Pennsylvania Newspaper Co. to P. G. Publish 
ing Co., a newly organized Pennsylvania corporation. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Catifornia: KIEM, Redwood 
Eureka, night power jump from 

Massachusetts: World Wide Broadcasting 
new international broadcast station to be operated on 
15130 ke with 20 kw power, emission A-3; Matheson 
Co., Inc., Boston, new low frequency relay broadcast 
to be operated on 1622, 2058, 2150 and 2790 ke with 40 watts, 
A-3 emission, 

Mississippi: Birney Imes, Columbus, 
operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, ) 
Julius H. Dixon, Tupelo, new station to be operated on 1500 
ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days (requesting facili- 
ties of WHEF, Kosciusko). 

Montana: KRBM, Roberts-MacNab Co., Arthur L. Roberts, 
R. B. MacNab, A. J. Breitbach, general manager; Bozeman, 
volutary assignment of construction permit to KRBM, Broad- 
casters. 

Tennessee: WSIX, Nashville, new low frequency relay sta- 
tion to be operated on 1646, 2090 and 2830 ke, with 40 watts 
power, A-3 emission. 

Texas: KRIS, Corpus Christi, install new transmitter and 
directional antenna for night use, boost power from 500 watts 


~” EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


North Carolina: Flip-flop on the application of the Ashe- 
ville Daily News for a station at Asheville was performed 
after Commish, last January, has frowned on the request be- 
cause of conviction of the applicant under an old State law 
which provided jail and fine penalties for anyone who pub- 
lished ‘derogatory’ information concerning a candidate for 
political office. 

Although declaring that ‘the procedural steps... 
what unusual,’ Examiner George H. Hill recommended grant- 
ing of the application of Harold H. Thoms, owner of the 
Daily News, for a statien to be operated on 1370 ke with 
100 watts. Petition signed by a number of Asheville’s lead- 
ing citizens testified to Thoms’s excellent character, although 
charges flung during the fracas included: (1) violation of 
the State law; (2) payment of the applicant's attorney, ‘not 
as a fee but for the purpose of securing a reduction of the 
fine in the case’; (3) keeping a news story out 
in return for securing remittance of a suspended jail sentence 
in the same case; (4) conviction of tssuing a worthless check 
in August, 1936, 

Some discussion as to definition of ‘moral turpitude,’ but 
it was decided that Thoms and his editor—each of whom 
was fined $700 and received a suspended sentence of two 
years under the State law—were upright citizens. 

Duke M. Patrick and Karl A. Smith represented applicant. 
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11730, 

Radio 


new. station to be 


250 


are some 


station | 


watts days; | 


of the paper | 





~~ areca 





——— 











“UVVE GOT SOMETHING 





JUST LIKE IT!’’ 





and price. 


facts. 


WXYZ 
KEY STATION 








And the retailer points to a shelf of goods that 
look like real competition. And more than likely 
the merchandise is beyond reproach in quality 


But our merchandising crew have been assigned 
the job of installing the line advertised on our | 
facilities—So they pitch in and sell the initial 
order, but not without the extra help of 
years of contact with retail trade and 


CONFIDENCE of retailers, who know we 
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LEGIT SHOW BUYS TIME 


‘Hellzapoppin’ Using WOR for Bally- 
hoo Via Starlings 








‘Hellzapoppin,’ Broadway musical 
has bought four five-minute spots on 
WOR, Newark, to plug itself. Series, 
which started Monday. (26), will run 
through Oct. 3. 

The Starlings, a rhythm group, will 
dc the entertaining. Business was 
placed by the Select Theatres Corp., 
operators of the 46th St. theatre 
through the Blaine - Thompson 
| agency. . 

Report that NBC had objected to 
the use of this show’s Jitle over its 
facilities was yesterday (Tuesday) 
dismissed by John R.yal as having 
no basis in fact. He added that it 
would be okay ‘o credit the score 
over the network whenever any of 
its tunes are aired. 








'WHAS, LOUISVILLE, 
GOES MARATHON 


Louisville, Sept. 27. 

Robert Kennett, new WHAS pro- 
gram director, will put station on a 
19-hour daily schedule. Remaining 
on the air until 1 a.m. Station in 
| the very near future will go on the 
|air half an hour earlier, opening at 
5:30 instead of 6 a.m., which will give 
19% hours of broadcast time daily. 
| The 12 to 1 a.m. hour will be filled 
with transcribed dance music. 

Other changes include the appoint- 
ment of Foster Brooks to the an- 
nouncing staff, replacing Jack Pey- 
ser. Brooks formerly aired over 








| lar 


WHAS, but left to join KWK in St. | 


Louis, returning to Louisville after 
several months 
station, 

With the new schedule in opera- 
tion, WHAS will increase its news 
airings to four daily, instead of the 
present two, and will go in more ex- 
tensively for news events with it’s 
new mobile unit. 
most important games on University 
of Kentucky schedule, as well as 
football games played by other Ken- 
tucky and Indiana schools, 








WHKC, Columbus, Sets 
Several Mutual Shows 


Columbus, Sept. 27. 

Local sponsors lined up by WHKC 
for two Mutual co-op shows. Gray’s 
| Drug Stores signed for ‘Show of the 
Week’ and Boston Store as sponsor 
of Jacob Tarshish’s ‘Lamplighter’ 
programs. Both new accounts. 

Other Mutual commercials which 
will be routed through WHKC this 
season include ‘Voice of Experience’ 
for Lydia Pinkham, ‘Old-Fashioned 
Revival’ for the Gospel Broadcasting 
Association, and the Maine Develop- 
ment Assn. programs, 

Hank and Slim, hill-billy act, re- 
turned to WHKC this week with a 
half hour shot daily for Vendol. 
| Buckeye Four, swing hill outfit, 
| Starts Oct. 3 with 30 minutes daily 
for Neo-Vim. 


KYW’s New Accounts 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 

| KYW, which is prohibited by a 
tie-up with Esso from _ peddling 
| news to any other sponsor on week 
days, has just inked two pacts for 
15-minute newscasts on Sunday 
nights. First is at 6:45 for Boscul 
Coffee with Harry Wood spieling. 
Second is at 11 for Sam Gerson 
clothiers, Bill Lang gabbing. 

| Royal Typewriter has bought a 
15-minute daily shot on the outlet 
from 7:45 to 8 each morning. It 
is on Leroy Miller’s participating 
Musical Clock. Buchanan & Co., N. 
Y., placed it. 











McNamee’s Chord in G 


Seattle, Sept. 27. 

Graham McNamee engaged as 
, chief announcer of the Washington 
| Puyallup Fair. Nabbed on arrival 
by KJR (NBC) with Royal 
| Brougham, sport ed of Seattle P-I, 
quizzing him for 15 minutes at the 
, mike, 
| Fair association 24-sheeted Mc- 
, Namee name and got him plenty of 
art in the press. Officials of the fair 
reported largest grosses in history 
with over 300,000 passing the turn- 
stiles for week. 





Local Sports Sponsored 
Mason City, Ia., Sept. 27. 

| Jim Woods anc George Arnold are 
teamed te aircast high school and 
_ junior college football and basket- 


S ball. 


Station will carry | 


with the Missouri | 


} 





| 


| band at the time. 








Union Collects « 
Second $300 Bill 
From WIP, Phila 


—_—-—-——_—— 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 
WIP last week paid the Musicians 
Union $300 for the second time in 
five months for making a recording 


of a band show without giving 
proper notification. Exec of the 


Tooters’ local declared it was just a 
case of the outlet ‘attempting to slip 


something over on us and getting 
caught.’ Disagreement over WIP’s 


refusal to pay the fee held up inking 
of a new annual contract under the 
national agreement for non-network 
affiliates. Station passed over the 
sum last Friday, however, and an 
accord has now been reached which 
will culminate in the signing of a 
termer in a couple days. 

Discord arose over outlet making 
a disc of a show without telling the 
men in the band it was going to do 
so. They recognized the platter as 
their music, though, when it was 
played back on the air a couple days 
later and let out a squawk. Union 
immediately sent a bill at the regu- 
recording rate of $30 per man 
for three hours. There were eight 
men and the leader, Clarence Fuhr- 
man, who gets double the scale, so 
the total amounted to just $300, New 
recording price is $24 for two hours, 
but inasmuch as the disc was waxed 
before Sept. 15, when the new rate 
became effective, the old figure was 
levied. 

Similar Case 

Last May, the Union just revealed, 
WIP was socked $330 for a similar 
offense. There were nine men in the 
On that occasion 
the outlet etched a number of tunes 
like ‘Hail, Hail, the Gang’s All Here’ 
and ‘Sidewalks of New York’ and 
was caught interspersing them with 
election returns on primary night. 

As soon as the more recent offense 
was detected, the Union called off 
all negotiations until the $300 was 
paid. As soon as it was turned over, 
a pact was reached for the expendi- 
ture of WIP’s quota, $17,000. This 
calls for nine men and a leader for 
two hours daily of sustaining for 47 
weeks. Union compromised on its 
former 6 p.m. curfew on the station 
by allowing the bandsmen to per- 
form until 9 p.m. on three days a 
week. 


ee 





Steeplechase Suspends 


Cincinnati, Sept. 27. 

Josef Cherniavsky’s Musical 
Steeplechase Wednesday night half- 
hour program, which began last 
April on WLW and fed to Mutual, 
has been taken off the air tempor- 
arily, after last week’s broadcast. It 
was a sustainer. During the show’s 
last month, listeners were invited to 
contribute musical statements, with 
an offer of $1 for each acceptance. 
Stunt tugged close to 30,000 re- 
sponses. 

Cherniavsky, who is music direc- 
tor of Crosley’s WLW and WSAI, is 
continuing his Sunday afternoon 
concerts, named after the seasons. 
They feed to the NBC Blue net. 
Under time change they are aired 
from 4 to 4:30 p.m., EST, 








SALT LAKE CITY 


Representative: 
John Blair & Co. 
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MORE RUTHERFORD GRIEF 





STATIONS HAVE 
TO APOLOGIZE 


Second Boomerang Within 
Several Months as Leader 
of Jehovah Witnesses 
Opens Up Again on Cath- 
olic Church 








CUT OFF AIR 


Washington, Sept, 27: 
Complaints against several Colo- 
rado transmitters which last week 
aired an anti-Catholic speech by 


Judge Joseph J. Rutherford of the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses cult have been 
lodged with the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, officials revealed 
Saturday (24). Though not at 
liberty to disclose call letters of the 
stations involved, or names of com- 
plainants, members of the Commish 
legal department admitted that ‘sev- 
eral’ squawks had been received 
from individuals outraged by the 
hour-long tirade against the Catho- 
lic Church. 


Believed that KFKA, Greeley, was 
chief target for the criticisms, since 
other stations hurriedly cut off 
Rutherford when knob-twiddlers 
protested by telephone. KFKA al- 
lowed the broadcast te run the full 
hour, but other trans nitters threw 
the switch after approxime‘e!y 25 
minutes. 

Representing the second time in 
four months that Western transmit- 
ters have burned their fingers on a 
Rutherford program, tirade was aired 
over KFKA and KLZ and KVOR, 
Denver. Blast was also contracted 
over WKY, Oklahoma’ City. Last 
three transmitters were warned be- 
forehand and stood ready to take 
emergency actoin if Rutherford’s 
talk got too hot for listeners, accord- 
ing to reports from Denver. 


Commish law division still ponder- 
ing complaints received last June, 
when a similar situation arose over 
a Rutherford broadcast aired on the 
Pacific Coast. In that instance KOL, 
Seattle, was principal offender, but 
KMO and KVI, Tacoma, KIT, 
Yakima, and KVOS, Bellingham, aiso 
carried the sizzling attack on the 
Catholic and other religious faiths. 


Squawk to the Federal agency 
named KOL. 

More Apologies 
Trouble over the Witnesses’ 


program in the State of Washington 
was duplicated in last week’s Colo- 
rado incident. Public apologies were 
run in local papers by KVOR and 
other transmitters attempted to paci- 
fy listeners by airing their regrets. 
Same tactics were adopted by Wash- 
ington stations last summer—par- 
ticularly when outraged churchmen 
boycotted goods advertised over the 
transmitters involved. 


Eastern stations apparently have 
adopted a policy through which ad- 
vances of Rutherford and his Wit- 
nesses can be politely ducked. Group 
—which is well-heeled by contribu- 
tions from followers—has tried un- 
successfully to buy time on several 
important stations located on the At- 
lantic seaboard. 


Squawks ugainst the Washington 
and Colorado stations will be studied 
by the Commish legal department, 
but nature of punishment, if any, 
Probably will remain a secret until 
winter business gets under way. 





WBNS’ Dilemma 


Columbus, Sept. 27. 

In answer to Catholic criticism of 
Judge Rutherford’s transcribed talks 
On WBNS, Manager Richard A. 
Borel has asked a board of citizens 
of various religious faiths to pass on 
all broadcasts of a controversial 
nature, 

Rutherford’s London speech touch- 
ed off the Catholic attack. An edi- 
torial in the Columbus Catholic Co- 
lumbian and severe criticism of the 
Rutherford speeches from the Catho- 
lic pulpit was followed by threats of 
a boycott of the station. Local Catho- 





lics brought pressure on merchants 
who use WBNS. 

WBNS is in a peculiar position in 
regard to the Rutherford talks. Sta- 
tion was formerly owned by Ruther- 
ford organization, Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses, operating as WCAH. When 
station was purchased by the Wolfe 
newspaper interests it was stipulated 
in the contract that WBNS should 
continue to broadcast Rutherford’s 
discs, without recompense, as long as 
the Judge’s organization wished, as 
part of the purchase price. 

WBNS is currently broadcasting 
the Rutherford transcriptions daily 
at 6:30 a.m., with two broadcasts on 
Sundays. 





Toscanini Due Oct. 5 
Arturo Toscanini starts his new 
series of concerts on NBC Oct. 15. 
Is due in U. S. Oct. 5. 


WHK School Offshoot 


Cleveland, Sept. 27. 

Outgrowth of WHK’s series of 15- 
minute educational programs for 
schools last semester is a new short- 
wave station, operated by municipal 
school board, which began broad- 
casting the three R’s Monday (26) to 
138,000 kids in public school system. 

Station is a 500-watter, operating 
on 41.5 megocycles, and will be heard 
in 150 schools equipped with receiv- 
ing sets. Each one also has a p.a. 
system reaching all class-rooms. 








Helen Diller, Canadian cowgirl 
yodeler, who guested on WLW’s 
Boone County Jamboree show Sept. 
| 16, has become a regular member of 
the Crosley talent staff, 








— 


Inactive Special Relay Licenses 
Will Be Cancelled by FCC 





Washington, Sept. 27. 

General tightening of government 
supervision over relay broadcast sta- 
tions has been started, with more 
than two-dozen such transmitters 
put on temporary license basis. 
Purge of licensees who make little 
or no use of the facilities is 
scheduled. 

As has been done with holders of 
experimental permits, the Federal 
Communications Commission expects 
to hale on the carpet relay station 





owners who do not seem to be ex- 
ploiting their assignments to the 
maximum. Sloths will be knocked 
off the roost, in an endeavor to pre- 
vent waste of limited number of 
facilities, 





Kay Kittendorf, Vi Thompson, Jean 
Burnet, Nick Mariana and Tom 
Campbell are additions to the cast of 
‘Dude Ranch,’ 60-minute dramatic 
musical show over KGVO, Missoula, 
Mont. 

















advertising dollars 


fied sponsors write, 


credit. 
advertising carried 


WSAT efficacy. 





WOAl 


will sell goods. 
user demonstrates its value! 


People listen to WSAI. Long a source of the 
better programs. Favorable signal location 
on the dial. NBCand Mutual outlet. Popu- 
lar through advantages of big brother WLW. 


Constant accumulation of “results” im- 
presses local buyers. Extremely wary local 


insist on knowing who 


got what—refuse to buy on opinion. Satis- 


talk freely, and act de- 


cisively. (See letter). 


LOCAL BOYS SEE 
WSAI MAKE GOOD 


Local dealer household appliances after year 
and a half on WSAI led in Cincinnati sales 
of Norge appliances. 
Positive that momentum from this 


Gives WSAI much 


him splendidly through 


last spring slump,—but “‘give away”’ knife— 
hardly mentioned on recent program, bring- 
ing 127 people to store clinched his faith in 


CINCINNATI 
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CELLAR-TO-ATTIC SCRUBBING FORECAST 
AS FCC’S INDUSTRY PROBE WIDENS 





Curiosity Will Extend to 


Influence, Direct and In- 


direct, of Networks Over Their Affiliates—Out- 
line of Hearings Now Fairly Detailed 


Washington, Sept. 27. 
Prolonged hearings, ranging over a 


anticipated, appear certain in the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion’s search for facts about need of 
strict network regulation and extent 
of monopoly in broadcasting. Testi- 
mony taking opens Oct. 24. 

Broadening of the issues will oc- 
cur in the interval before the ses- 
sions begin, with other economic and 
administrative matters due for in- 
clusion in the agenda. Four-man 
committee expects to issue supple- 
mental orders and statements of 
problems to be analyzed, following 
survey of additional data which has 
been requested in the initial notice 
of hearing. 


Indictment, which indicates the 
web-monopoly crew will go over 
much of the ground already sur- 


veyed by the special committee con- 
cerning technical rules and policies, 
foreshadows a cellar-to-attic scrub- 


bing as preliminary for tightening | 


of the Communications Act and pro- 
mulgation of sterner regulatory 
principles. 
Not So Casual 

In announcing the scope of the 
study, the committee sprang numer- 
ous surprises on industry observers, 
who have been inclined to shrug off 
the inquiry. Official bill of par- 
ticulars gave the first hint the FCC 
quartet headed by Chairman Frank 
R. McNinch contemplates going into 
such propositions as standards of ad- 
vertising and entertainment, devel- 
opment of talent, financial relations 


{ with 
| dealings with wire companies. 
far wider field than was originally | 
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WIN) 


ALL YOU 
NEED IN 


CENTRAL OHIO 


advertisers and agencies, and 

While the notice shows the com- 
mittee will delve into a wide range of 
topics, the agenda was a disappoint- 
|ment to some reform groups and 
| critics of FCC operation. It was 
there was no 


so-called 


inoted in many quarters 
direct reference to the 


Westinghouse leases—basic patterns | 


for contracts which affect more than 
'a score of stations—and the outline 
idid not place emphasis on the way 
| stations treat religious, cultural, civic, 
| labor, and political groups. 

Westinghouse-NBC relations 
| be explored, although the notice did 
|not direct the owner of the stations 





| plained. 


fon all relations with affiliates and 
|demanded detailed statements from 
| all licensees about pacts with third 
| parties involving management, oper- 
lation or control of transmitters. 
These omnibus paragraphs are con- 
sidered to comply with the resolution 
adopted last spring telling the 
probers to find out whether the NBC- 
Westinghouse relations are legal. 
Network Influence 

Inquiry into the third-party aspect 
is due to be most important. Nearly 
half of the points listed for examina- 
tion have a direct or roundabout re- 
|lation to complaints that networks 
|exercise an excessive degree of con- 
trol over the operations of affiliates, 
that advertisers can put pressure on 
station managers, and that financial 
interests are able to pull wires, The 
Commish said specifically in an ex- 
planatory statement that it ‘will ex- 
plore the field of so-called ‘lease’ and 
than 


persons other 





station management.’ 

In connection with this subject, the 
FCC ordered three national webs— 
CBS, NBC and Mutual—as well as 15 
regionals to present data and send 
responsible officials to take 


of the individual stations for what- 
ever information they may have 
which would be useful in getting a 
complete picture. Parties made re- 
spondents are: 

Arrowhead Network (Minnesota), 
California ~Radio System, Colonial 
Network, Don Lee System, Hearst 
Radio, Intercity System,. King- 
Trendle Broadcasting Corp. (Michi- 
gan), North Central System (Min- 
nesota), New York Broadcasting 





| System, Oklahoma Network, Penn- 








ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 


- | filiates 


sylvania Broadcasters, Pennsylvania 
Network, Quaker Network, Texas 
|State Network, Virginia Broadcast- 
| ing System, WLW Line Group, Wis- 
|'consin Radio Network and Yankee 
| Network. 
Data which the commish wants 
|for use in reaching conclusions on 
.the remote-control angle covers his- 
| tories, financial arrangements, state- 
iment of rights of networks and af- 
concerning substitution of 
| prdggrams, time used for either com- 
1ercial or sustaining web programs, 
contractual relations between net- 
jworks and advertisers or agencies, 











By JANE WEST 
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2:15to 2:30P. 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


will | 


the 
stand, besides calling on every one 





managed and serviced by the web to| already has been compiled in con-| 
appear as a respondent, it was ex- | nection gu 7 
General instructions told | Necessity for providing services from 
- oa | . ea: 
the chains to be ready for quizzing | more than one outlet and advisability 


|‘revealing evidence’ on the subject. 





‘management’ contracts under which | that other propositions may be taken 
authorized | UP- All licensees were told they will 


licensees may exercise influence over | b€ advised shortly whether the com-| and WWSW, under cooperative spon- 





stock ownership and sort of service 
provided, 

Social phases will be scrutinized 
closely, with a view to determining 
whether facilities are being wasted | 
through unnecessary duplication of | 
programs. Both chain features and 
transcriptions will be ogled. Net- 
works are required to give concrete | 
facts about the extent of dual ser- 
vice in both primary and secondary 
areas of their outlets, showing the 
population which theoretically can | 
pick up programs from more than 
one source. Individual stations were 





regarding the kind and amount of 
platters used, while transcription 
makers were invited to appear for 
quizzing about the quality of record- 
ings as well as their financial oper- 
ations. 

Network duplication will be thor- 
ughly considered, the FCC statement 
said, noting that 
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with engineering studies. 


of limiting such operation will be 
taken up. 

Multiple ownership naturally will 
come in for weighing. Commish has 
been checking stock holdings for the 
purpose of finding out about unre- 
vealed links and expects to offer 


Special questionnaire was sent out 
recently in search for more complete 
dope than can be found in the files. 
Regulators have become concerned 
about danger of small groups’ dom- 
inating facilities in certain areas and 
building up virtual local monopolies. 

Economic structure of radio, al- 
though already surveyed by the en- 
gineering group, will be micro- 
scoped. Among the issues to be ex- 
amined are the classification of sta- 
tions composirg networks and the 
reasons for signing up or breaking 
off with various affiliates. 

First notice of hearing makes it plain 


| Chamber 


; . ° 
| Commerce objects to having the town 

° ' wae ey 3 ae <« © ees s maa = meses bases 
directed to submit sworn statements | referred to as a crossroads country 





mish will require any witnesses to 
tell about operation of individual 
stations. 

Door was thrown wide open for 
all axe-grinders, who are expected 
to turn out in substantial numbers. 
Committee said the hearings will be 
open to any person or organization 
desiring to present evidence on any 
of the matters carded for considera- 
tion. 


CITY CANT TAX 
STATION WSB 


Atlanta, Sept. 27. 

Supreme Court of Georgia Friday 
(23) ruled that WSB, owned by At- 
lanta Journal, is engaged in inter- 
state commerce and not subject to 
city license tax upon ‘local broad- 
casters.’ 

tation contended it derived its 
revenues from programs intended to 
| be heard outside of state of Georgia 
as well as within state and was un- 
able to limit its broadcasts to the 
borders of the state even if it de- 
sired to do so, 

‘The lower court did not err in 
finding that the radio station is not 
doing the sort of business described 
in the taxing ordinance or in en- 
joining the present enforcement of 
such a tax,’ Supreme court ruled. 














Hook, KGLO, on Leave 


KGLO has had series of staff 
changes. H. B. Hook, KGLO’s ‘Man 
on the Street’ has 60-day leave of 
absence during which he _head- 
quarters at Des Moines as campaign 
manager and chief press agent for 
Gov. N. G. Kraschel. 

Taking over Hook’s ‘Man on the 
Streeter’ is George Arnold. Arnold 
also subs on the news, with Wade 
Patterson taking care of the bulk of 
the newscasting. 

New to the staff are Gordon 
Thomas, microphoner from WIBU at 
Portage, Wis., and Milo Knutson to 
sales, 





Herbert Flaig, WLW-WSAI, Cin- 
cincinnati, special events director, 





marrying Oct, 1. 


| 


J. Virgin, owners of KMED, Medford, 








Extend Australian License Term 


ee 





goes through, implying iong-term 





Indications are that the Federal authorities will grant the plea of 
commercial station operators that the term of their licenses be ex- 
tended. At present it’s for a year. 
asked that it be extended to five years, but the prevailing belief js 
that the Government won’t make it for more than three years. 

Non-Government controlled outlets say that once the extension 


they will step up the quality of their program fare in a big way. 


Sydney, Sept. 9, 


The commercial contingent has 


protection for their investments, 








BELITTLED GRANT’S PASS 





of Commerce Protests 
Radio Lawyer’s Characterization 





Grants Pass, Ore., Sept. 27. 
Directors of the local Chamber of 


village.’ Letter containing this senti- 
ment has been sent to the Federal 
Communications Commission. Pro- 
tested description was included in a 
brief filed by attorneys for Mrs. W. 


opposing the setting up of a radio 
station in Grants Pass. 





Walter L. Read, 
Pacific Radio Corp., who is trying to 
get a station license for Grants Pass, 
called the C of C’s attention to the | 
alleged slur. An FCC's examiner’s | 
report had previously held that there 


president of the! 


was no need for a station in this | 
town, 
Read was formerly operator of 


KOOS, Marshfield. 


Fans Petition NBC For 
Rowswell on Series; 


He’s Rabid Pitt Bug 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 27. 
Hundreds of petitions, already 
bearing more than 15,000 signatures, 
are being circulated throughout tri- 
state area urging NBC to assign 
Rosey Rowswell to broadcast World 
Series games in event that Pitts- 











burgh Pirates cop the National | 
League flag. Rowswell has been 
giving play-by-play. accounts of | 


Pirate doings all season over KI KA | 


sorship of General Mills and Socony- 
Vacuum, and has built up widest! 
following ever to be attained by a 
sportcaster in this district. 


Not only petitions, but also local 
radio editors have gone to bat for 
Rowswell with NBC, several col- 
umns in three Pittsburgh dailies 
having been devoted last few weeks 
exclusively urging NBC’s appoint- 
ment of Rowswell. So far network 
officials have announced no selec- 
tions. 

Only thing against Rowswell’s ap- 
pointment, in opinion of many ob- 
servers, is his fanatic’ Pirate par- 
tisanship. Although okay for local 
consumption ,and even quite neces- 
sary in view of fans’ wild-eyed 
frenzy here at Pirate pennant cash, 
it’s figured this would eliminate him 
for consideration in coast-to-coast 
hook-ups. 





New Temporary Licenses 


Washington, Sept. 27. 


Five more transmitters last week 
went on the list of over 50 stations 
which, for various reasons, havé been 
given only revokable short-term per- 
mits, rather than regular six-months 
licenses, during prolonged period. 
No indication whether program com- 
plaints, accusations of illegal opera- 
tion, or because they are affected by 
pending applications, 

Four of the anxious-seaters won 
normal tickets but the long list of 
managers who have only day-to-day 
papers was increased at the weekly 
session, Temporary documents of 
KSD, St. Louis; WCOC, Meridian, 
Miss.; WOW, Omaha, and WELI, New 
Haven, were replaced with usual 
douments as KFWB, Los Angeles; 
WCAD, Canton, N. Y.; WYBO, Baton 
Rouge; WBNX, Springfield, Vt., and 
WBHP, Huntsville, Ala., went on the 
tempo status. 








WTM4J’s Blurb Package 


Radio Success 
Stories Basis 


Of Broadcasts 


St. Louis, Sept. 27, 


stories, achieved by com. 





Success 
mercial sponsors via radio will be 
the basis of a series of 15 min pro- 
grams to be broadcast over KMOX, 
one a month, starting Thursday (28), 
Merle S. Jones, general manager of 
the local CBS outlet decided that 
the are 
used for plugging purposes through 
brochures, direct mail stuff, ete. 
could well be used as sustainers, 

President of the Kroger Grocery 
& Baking Co. or one of his local 
representatives will be first to face 
the KMOX mike and tell his em- 
ployers what has been accomplished 
as a biz builder by radio. Jones said 
that the series will also feature 
representatives of the automotive, 
drug, beer and other industries. 


achievement stories which 


Clay Center Station 
Goes to Grand Island 


Lincoln, Sept. 27. 

KMMJ, Clay Center, Neb., moves 
lock, stock and barrel to Grand Is- 
land, Neb., next month. Station, 
owned by Don Searle and managed 
by Randy Ryan, has been one of the 
State's leading farmer stations for 
10 years, and the move takes it to 
a town of three times the population 


of its present stand. 
KGFW, Kearney, Neb., recently 


opened a remote control studio in 
Grand Island. 

















Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 





























BABS -- CHARLIE--LITTLE °— 


TUMS 


Local Varieties 


WLW and NBC 
Tues.-Thurs., 7:15 P.M. EST 





























Milwaukee, Sept. 27. 

WTMJ is putting through a new 
announcement type of service. Of- | 
fering a 10-word station break an- | 
nouncement set-up for daytime use 
exclusively. 

Minimum on this basis is 10 such | 
spots daily on a 13-week non-can- | 
cellabe contract. 


LISTEN TO 


DORIS RHODES 


WABC 
7:45 P. M. Wednesday; 6:15 P. M. 
Thursday; 5:30 P. M. Friday 


Mgt Columbia Artists Bureau 
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HARTFORD HAS 
A TASTE OF 
FLORIDA 


Hartford, Sept. 27. 


Hitting Hartford at high speed, | 


hurricane drew the three local radio 
stations off the for varying 
periods while a flood in progress at 
the same time shuttered four local 


air 


theatres, three of them for one day, 
and the other for at least a week. 
WTIC, WDRC and WTHT were 
forced off the air. At New Britain 
WNBC was also forced 
as were all other stations in the 


state, with 


any way by the hurricane. WNLC 
in New London had its entire trans- 
mitting unit located on a dock, de- 
stroyed by a tidal wave. 

At station WTHT all commercial 
eommittments were cancelled from 
Wednesday through Friday. WTIC 
and WDBC maintained their com- 
mercial committments, but cancelled 
all sustaining programs to broadcast 
special bulletins. Both stations made 
breaks on commercials to broadcast 
urgent messages and bulletins. 

The 50,000 watter WTIC and 
WDRC were forced off the air late 
in the afternoon when high winds 
dashed to the ground power 
leading to their respective trans- 
mitters in Unionville and Bloomfield. 
WTHT escaped this fate because its 
transmitter is located in the same 
building with its studios. 

WTIC returned to the air about 11 
p.m. the same night and WDRC at its 
regular time at 7 a.m. Thursday (22). 
For some time Wednesday, WTHT, 
wtih the exception of WATR, was 
the only station in the state to be on 
the air and was practically the only 
means of communication outside the 
city as telephone, Western Union 
and Postal lines were ineffective. 

Instant that WTIC went off the 
air, General Manager Paul W. 
Morency organized WTIC’s entire 
staff on a 24 hour emergency basis 
under Program Director Tom Mc- 


off the air} 


the exception of one, | 
WTAR, in Waterbury, unaffected in | 


lines | 





| 


McNinch Ill Again 





Washington, Sept. 27. 
Although supposedly all over 
his stomach trouble, FCC Chair- 
|] man Frank R. MecNinch is back 
| in the hospital again, with no 
|| indication when he will regrab 
the reins. Returned for a rou- 
|] tine check-up and was still in 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the institution a week later. 
Reports circulated again he 
will ask to be relieved of the 
Communications headache be- 
fore the Congressional appro- 
priations committees start ask- 








ing their annual questions. 





| Cray, as ways and means were found 
| to be of assistance to state and civic 
|authorities and to individuals in 
disseminating flood and hurricane in- 
| formation and advice. 
| The station's 7.5 meter short wave 
transmitter WIXO was made avail- 
able by Plant Manager J. Clayton 
Randall to the American Radio Relay 
League for personal messages and for 
flood and hurricane reports which 
were coming in rapidly over Trans- 
Radio press wires to the Trans-Radio 
Central Connecticut Bureau 
i lished in the WTIC studios. 


A five meter amateur network was 
temporarily established in the Hart- 
|ford area by Engineer Fred Edwards 
who located his short-wave trans- 
mitter in the station’s laboratory to 
speed personal messages to 
electric power failed. The 
coverage by reports from hams from 
all parts of the state. An estimated 
| 500 hams were in operation through- 
lout the entire 
|sending information, news, advice 
|and rendering other sorts of service. 


Bridgeport, Sept. 27. 





Big wash-out expected to nick 
Pieasure Beach, city - operated 
amusement park, for more than 


$25,000. Biggest loss was damage to 
new pier built in spring. 
transmitter’s location on 
|Beach made it tough going for 
| broadcaster. 

Roton Point Park, South Norwalk, 
| hit throughout for more than $100,- 
| 000 property wreckage, tidal wave 
| getting dock, seawalls, roads and sev- 
‘eral rides. 





estab- | 


points | 
where telephone communication and | 
station | 
|}augmented its local and state news | 


period of the flood, | 


WICC | 
Pleasure | 





Boston Daily Praises Stations—Many Off Air as Big 
Blow Topples Antenna—Messages and News 


Get Right-of-Way 








Boston, Sept. 27. WEEI, Boston, also sent out per- 
Many a precedent was broken by!|sonal messages Thursday. They 


| local radio stations here after the| were off the air Wednesday night 
hurricance swept through New | but resumed Thursday morning. 
| England. Because other key cities| WBZ was dead Wednesday night, all 


| suffered much more damage, Boston | day Thursday, and resumed broad- 
became not only a rescue center, | casting Friday. WCOP was off only 
| but a focal point of news dissemi-| three and a half hours, and also 
| nation. ;broadcast messages Thursday. 
All Hub stations were swept off} WHDH was off Wednesday night 
'the air as the high wind smashed; 29d Thursday. WMEX was off all 
\towers or otherwise jammed up) Wednesday night. WORL could not 
| powei sources. WNAC and WAAB,| resume until Friday morning after 
| key stations of the Yankee and Co- being blanked at 4.45 Wednesday aft- 
|lonial nets, respectively, were back | €Tnoon. 
lon the air about 30 minutes after! Boston Post, breaking precedent 
|they lost their power at Squantumn. | in the usual rivalry between radio 
| Engineers under Paul Demars rig- and press, commended the work of 
| ged up an emergency circuit which | WNAC in their handling of the dis- 
| gave WNAC and WAAB transmis- | 4Ster news and personal messages. 
sion. ty 
These Albany, N. Y., Sept. 27. 
the only means of _ broadcasting } Socony sponsored a_ half-hour 
messages into isolated areas, and | SVORIRG Albany Area flood broadcast 
early Wednesday night WAAB an-| over WABY via the station's mobile 
nounced that it would broadcast all | short wave transmitter, with ‘ Gen- 
during the night. At the same time | M@mager Harold D. Smith 1 :ently 
it was announced that personal mes-| Teturned to his desk after a longe 
sages would be broadcast to the | Period of recuperation in Florida, 
| flood areas—and Wednesday night, | working alongside of Forrest Willis. 
| Thursday and Friday about 5,000) It was the first time this ‘ype of 
messages were broadcast—many of| Salvo had been on a commercial 
them repeated several times. basis here. 
| These two. stations with the Keeping om S7e to a sponsor's 
Yankee and Colonial Network news| PUSiness, Smith interrupted Willis to 
lservices kept between 75 and 80 note the fact that a Mobiloil station, 
| aon and women working on the within their sight and partly flooded, 


flood broadcasts; and there were| WS Still pumping gas and oil. 
some volunteers from outside who 
| Stepped in to help the work along. 
One woman came into the Yankee- 
Colonial headquarters and _ volun- 
teered to answer phone calls which 
were awamping the board. She 
worked three hours on the job. 





stations, for hours, were} 





Worcester’s Tribulations 
Worcester, Sept. 27. 

Worcester’s two radio stations, 
WTAG and WORC, were heavy 
losers in the hurricane. WTAG’s 
three tall steel towers in nearby 
Direct line was run into the state | Holden, erected early last year, were 
house here and Wednesday night | blown flat, Plans for immediate re- 

numerous bulletins were sent out| construction ere under way. 
from various state departments. Two of WORC’s three poles in Au- 








ANOTHER CRISIS BRINGS NEW CASE OF 
RADIO PUBLIC SERVICE IN HURRICANE 





burn, which are a part of that sta- 
tion’s antenna system, were snapped 
off, putting the station out of com- 
mission until Sunday. 

Two of the three WTAG towers 
were 360 feet high, the other °60. All 
were designed to withstand a win‘l 


| velocity of 115 miles an hour. 








About an hour before the WTAG 
towers went down, the station had 
shifted to its emergency power plant 
because the service from the Holden 
electric station failed. After the fall 
of the towers, the station was o* the 
air for six minutes and then resumed 
service on its auxiliary transmitter 
in a penthouse on the roof oi: the 
Telegram and Gazette »uilding, and 
using the antennae on the Bancroft 
hotel and Park building. 

About two hours later the station 
went off the air again for 12 minutes, 
and then resumed uninterrupied ser- 
vice. 

Prov.’s Emergency Stations 
Providence, Sept. 27. 

Hard hit because of lack of elec- 
tric power and flooding of valuable 
technical and tuning equipment, 
Providence’s: Radio stations WJAR, 
WEAN and WPRO, are running on 
emergency rations. Estimate of 
monetary loss is Impossible at this 
time. 

WPRO lost it’s towers and tech- 
nical and tuning equipment when 
cellars were flooded along Barring- 
ton Parkway. Station was off the 
air from Wednesday (21) to Friday 
(23) midnight. It is now operating 
under it’s own power. A tractor and 
motor are being used as a generating 
unit. 

WJAR operated from its power 
station in Rumford. All programs, 
day and night, have been restricted 
to the broadcasting of emergency 
messages to persons throughout the 
country. 





Billi Geodwin barking the NBC sig 
for first time in nine years as an- 
nouncer. Does the deed on Bob 
Hope’s Pepsodent show. 





_——_ | 








... e who laughs best 


The “Guffaw Club” was a popular WKRC “stunt 
broadcast.” From the stage of a local movie theatre, 
a contest for the loudest and most contagious guffaws 
was broadcast. Prizes were given, laughs were plenti- 
ful. All Cincinnati enjoyed another unique WKRC 
broadcast. Some people call it “showmanship.” We 
think it’s simply part of our daily job—operating 


Cincinnati's aggressive radio station. 


WKREG % cowumBias STATION FoR CINCINNATI 


550 Kilocycles. Owned and operated by COLUMBIA BROADCASTING 
System. Represented by Rapio Sates: New York + Chicago 


Detroit « Milwaukee « Charlotte, N.C.* Los Angeles * San Francisco 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Dick Himber thinks that Chappell has a hit on its hands despite itself 
in ‘Dream Dust’ by J. Fred Coots and Haven Gillespie, judging by the 
requests which force Himber to reprise it constantly. Chappell decided 
to lay off plugging it because the Cole Porter tunes out of ‘You Never 
Know’ came along and demanded all the plugging resources of the firm, 
with decision to hold ‘Dream Dust’ back until later, 

That’s not an uncommon occurrence, ‘Lambeth Walk’ being a recent 
instance where returners from London forced the smart nitery maestros 
to dig up copies and play it ad lb, even though Jack Mills was holding 
back the American campaign due to a technical difference with the 
London show managers from whence ‘Lambeth Walk’ originated. In the 
case of ‘Dream Dust,’ while Chappell told the maestro they were laying off 
plugging it pro tem, the Essex House (N.Y.) leader has been forced to 
accede to requests. Another reason for Chappell’s holding it back is a 
desire to switch a few notes in the song, as the range is too tough for 
vocalists. 








Plan to erect a monument by subscription to the memory of John Philip 
Sousa was accorded excellent coverage in the New York press last 
week. Following the story the Times lauded the idea editorially. Sunday 
(25) Damon Runyon devoted his column in the Mirror to the former 
March King’s memorial. 

Conference of the National Council of Bandmasters was held early this 
week in the offices of Joseph N. Weber, musicians’ union head, for the 
purpose of formulating final arrangements. Those present included Weber 
who is chairman of the movement, Gene Buck, Arthur Pryor, Dr, George 
H. Gartland, Dr. Joseph Maddy, Edwin Franke Goldman, Capt. Francis 
W. Sutherland, Lambert L. Eben and August Huebscher. 





Only a small portion of the 150,000 shares of Decca Records which 
Reynolds & Co., Wall Street house, has just put on the market, came out 
of the phonograph manufacturer’s treasury. Edward T. (Ted) Lewis, 
head of the British Decca setup which controls the American firm, dis- 
posed of 133,000 shares of his Decca stock to Reynolds & Co., while another 
17,000 shares was sold from the Decca treasury at $5 a share, with the 
money received to be*treated as additional working capital. Reynolds 
is asking $5.25 a share. It makes the first time that any: Decca stock has 
been made available to the American investment public. 





Bound for Boston and the opening of Clyde Lucas orch at the Statler 
Hotel there, Willard Alexander and Bill Goodhart of Music Corp. of 
America were trapped on a train near New London, Conn., during the 
height of last week’s hurricane and forced to spend the night aboard the 
rattler. 
New London just in time to be caught in the middle of the storm. 

Hiring a car Thursday morning the two managed to reach New Haven 
where they caught a train to New York, arriving late in the afternoon. 
Lucas is in the Statler for four weeks, with Leighton Noble following. 





For the first time in several years the sheet bestseller list, as compiled 
for the past week, gives the first five places to songs with film sources. 
Although a standard pop, ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ can attribute its 
major counter revival only to its inclusion in the filmusical of the same 
name. Judging from the call at jobbers with the start of the current week, 
this list of film tunes will be increased to seven in the next compilation. 
During the past three or four years it has been common for non-film 
numbers to dominate the top groupings on best seller compilations. 





Fourth installment of ASCAP’s index of song titles has gone out: it 
numbers 10,400. Thus, over 44,000 compositions have been indexed and 
distributed to ASCAP licensees. 





; hew 


Pair left New York Wednesday (21) afternoon and arrived at | 





Music Notes 


Ben Oakland and Sam Lerner 
cleffed ‘Everybody's Laughing,’ to be 
published by Kalmar-Ruby. 








Eddie Cherkose and Walter Kent 
doing the songs for ‘Rodeo Buster’ 
and ‘Colorado Sunset’ at Republic. 





Ross Di Maggio scoring ‘Ride "Em 
Cowboy’ for Coronado Films at 
General Service studios, 





Eddie Cherkose and Walter Kent 
wrote ‘Just a Busted Broncho Bus- 
ter’ for Republic’s ‘Rodeo Buster.’ 





Victor Young is scoring ‘Flirting 
With Fate’ at Universal, with three 
tunes by Walter G. Samuels 
and Charles Newman, 





Lew Porter sold synchronization 
rights to his song, ‘Symphony of the 
Prairie,” to Edward Finney for a 
Tex Ritter western. 





Farlan Meyers and Harvey William 
Moore sold their song, ‘Fisherman’s 
Chanty,’ to Sol Lesser. Bobby Breen 
will sing it in ‘Fisherman’s Wharf.’ 





Smiley Burnette wrote words and 
music of 
Republic’s ‘Rodeo Bustier.’ 





Victor Young doing the musical 
scoring for Max Fleischer’s cartoon, 
‘Gulliver’s Travels,’ in Miami. 





Herbert Stothart finished scoring 
on ‘Sweethearts’ at Metro and went 
to work on ‘The Wizard of Oz.’ 





Herb Waters, Chick Kardale and 
Jimmy Franklin wrote a nursery- 
rhyme swing song, ‘Ruin. Rain, Go 
Away,’ to be publish«’ by Exclusive. 





Mort Green and Will Jason did 
the musical score for Metro’s ‘Once 
Over Lightly,’ with four original 
songs. 





Screen Music, Inc., is supervising 
the musical scoring on eight Tim 
McCoy westerns for Victory Pro- 
ductions. 





Franz Waxman and Harry Tobias 
cleffed ‘The Young in Heart’ for the 
Selznick-International picture of 
that title. It will be published by 
Leo Feist. 


‘Throwing the Bull’ for | 





a 








New ‘Light on 5 Security Tax 


Further clarification of the problem of deciding who is liable for 
social security tax payments on behalf of orchestra members was 
given last week by the Internal Revenue Bureau in an advisory 
opinion concerning non-name bands. . 
interpretations, the Treasury held the individual who engages an 
agent to recruit a team for specific engagements is the legal ‘em- 
ployer’ and must make contributions, besides deducting the work- 
ers’ slice, under the old-age pension provisions of the act. 
is fhe procedure when the ‘purchaser’ of talent dictates the location, 
time, and nature of the performance and the tunesters are not under 
formal contract in a permanent organization. 

If the agent who lines up the musicians performs as leader or a 
member, he likewise is an ‘employee’ or the talent ‘purchaser.’ 


Washington, Sept. 27. 


In accordance with former 


This 








Band Reviews 


PENN WAYNE ORCHESTRA (13) 
With Ronnie Chase, Don Juans (3) 
Cafe Loyale, N. Y 

Formerly piano player and ar- 
ranger with Don Bestor, Wayne is 
new as a ieader. His crew has 
been in existence abou. six months, 
but in that time has welded itself 
into a smooth and danceable crew. 
Spent the summer playing at the 
Bluff House, Milford, Pa., where it 
was heard and booked for the re- 
opening of the Loyale. Spot has 
never had a crew as large as this, 
which includes two trumpets, two 
trombones four sax, and four rhythm, 
adding up to 12 pieces and Wayne. 

Arrangements, most of which are 
written by members of the band, 
call for never less than four pieces 
riding together, that is, four beside 
the rhythm. It makes for a velvety 
tone that urges diners to dance, 
and they do. Though essentially a 
sweet combo, it occasionally does 
break loose to ride for younger pa- 
trons, but never employs an offen- 
sive, blaring style. 

Outfit isn’t lacking in showman- 
ship, either, its book including sev- 
eral numbers in which the band 
softly choruses the lyrics in unison. 
Ronnie Chase of the brass section 
handles the vocals and is occasion- 
ally joined by two others to make 
up the Don Juans (3). Chase or the 
trio make good listeniue. Wayne 
himself makes a neat appearance 
stickwaving the crew. 

In the past the Loyale has con- 
centrated more on the table d’hote 
rather than music as a lure, but it 
currently has both. 


ANDY KIRK Orchestra (15) 

With Mary Lou Williams, Pha Ter- 
rell 

Apollo, N. Y. - 
Kirk’s crew is from the midwest 























and has been climbing slowly to some 
favor among the jitterbugs of Har- 
lem. Put on a neat little show in it- 
self here after shifting from the pit 


|'where they play for the other acts 


and skits. 3 
Mary Lou Williams, whose Decca 
recordings of piano solos are best 


isellers, is the band’s regular pianist. 


She and Pha Terrell, male vocalist, 
add plenty to the band’s appeal. Miss 


| Williams (Mrs. Kirk) is spotlighted 
j|most of the time at 


the keyboard, 
She clicks heavily but there's a little 
too much of her at the opening. First 
two or three numbers devotes the 
band to backgrounding her work on 
the ivories, That could be spread 


{more throughout to intersperse or be 


included as a third chorus in num- 
bers sung by Terrell. She's also a 
composer and arranger and plays one 
or two of her own compositions. 

Terrell is evidently popular with 
Apollo’s audiences. He’s in solid be- 
fore he opens his mouth, and for good 
reason. He looks good fronting the 
band, sings well with it, and finally 
winds up leading while Kirk is off in 
the wings. Does ‘So Help Me,’ a tune 
particularly suitable to his voice and 
style, ‘I’m Glad for Your Sake’ and 
‘T'll Get Along Somehow.’ 

Band occasionally blasts, but not 
too loud. It’s the usual three trum- 
pet, two trombone, four sax, and four 
rhythm setup. Kirk would make the 
presentation look better if he dis- 
carded the glaring white stands and 
substituted ones of a softer color. 
Makes it look too gaudy, 


EDDIE DE LANGE ORCH. (15) 
With Elissa Cooper 
Show Bar, Forest Hills, L. I. 

De Lange has gathered a young 
crew around his baton since split- 
ting with Will Hudson. When the 
two came to the parting of the ways 
Hudson took the original outfit, 











which has since been disbanded be- 
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Although they had been 


sion of the ASCAP seal. 


on a check. 





Not in the Script 


distributed among 
American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers as a good 
will building stunt, autograph cards with the ASCAP insignia are 
being used by Broadway bookmakers on which to record their bets, 
The bookmakers got the cards from the ASCAP writers. 

Autograph card was E. C. Mills’ idea. 
meeting writers would be glad to get their autographs and, instead 
of putting their monikers on miscellaneous paper, the writers could 
do the inscribing on neat little cards containing an embossed ver- 
On second thought, packets of these cards 
were also sent to publisher-members of the Society. The latter are 
wondering who would be interested in their autograph unless it is 


Another Mills idea is that of stamping the words 
Writers’ on envelopes mailed from ASCAP offices. 


members of the 


He thought that people 


‘Justice for 








Whiteman on 35c Decca Discs: 
New Attitude of Recording Artists 


Marking a comeback to the phono- 
graph records after an absence of 
some two years, Paul Whiteman will 


make Decca records, the first time 
he’s gone on a 35c label. Even for 
RCA Victor, where he was long an 
exclusive artist, Whiteman refused 
to go on RCA’s companionate Blue- 
bird label, because of the 35c price, 
although it’s known that these priced 
disks outsell the 75c platters by far. 

Guy Lombardo is another Victor 
artist going back to Decca, although 
that band’s radio sponsor at one time 
influenced the Lombardos to return 
to Victor on the theory that the 75c 
tag and the RCA auspices gave the 





band greater prestige. 

However, today recordings are 
chiefly looked upon by artists for 
their exploitation worth. There’s 
also a vanity angle, although it’s 
principally that of pride of achieve- 
ment. If a recorder makes a good 
waxing, it’s a proud feat. 

Bing Crosby’s Stance 


Bing Crosby is one who ofttimes 
tells Jack Kapp, prez of Decca, that 
the money he gets from the record- 

s isn’t anything compared to the 
satisfaction from doing a good cut- 
ting. Still, says Kapp, Crosby today 
is perhaps the top-priced pop record- 
ing artist, his wax earnings coming 
to around $35,000 or $40,000 a year, 
on a guarantee and royalty basis. 
Crosby, however, prefers to stay with 
Decca, although American Recording 
Corp. (Brunswick) at one time of- 
fered him the heretofore unheard-of 
Price of $3,000 a record, knowing it 
couldn't come out, but relying on 
Crosby to be a standard-bearer and 
exploitation medium for the rest of 
the catalog. 

Whiteman will feature a swingo 
unit as part of his large combo, in- 
cluding eight jivesters, the Modern- 
aires quartet and Jack Teagarden. 
Latter will also have a sub-unit of 
his own on Decca. Whiteman has 
already cut 12 sides, first of which 
will be released Oct. 6. 


ROCKWELL-O’KEEFE’S 
CLEVELAND OFFICE 


Rockwell-O’Keefe, Inc., proposes to 
open a Cleveland office within the 
next 60 days. Organization has a 
number of dance alliances in that 
area which it thinks could be best 
Serviced through a local branch. 

Manager for the Cleveland office 
will be designated after the lease for 
the offices has been closed. 


Robbins Ambles West 


hey Robbins is en route to the 
Sast by easy stages, stopping off in 
s€veral keys before making his Hol- 
Wood contacts. 
alter Donaldson, a staff Metro- 
Robbins writer, left Monday (26) for 


emo” to resume tunestering 














—_——. 


a Pokrass and Walter Bullock 
rote two ditties, ‘Song of the 





} 


| (29). 





Musketeers’ and ‘My Lady, . 
, y Lady,’ for ‘One 
for All’ at 20th-Fox. 





Jan Garbers Patch Up 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 27. 

Jan Garber and his wife, the 
former Dorothy Comegys, were 
reconciled here last 
separation of almost a year. Mrs. 
Garber obtained an interlocutory de- 
cree of divorce in Hollywood several 
months ago but parting wouldn’t 
have become permanent until De- 
cember, reunion calling whole thing 
off. 





Maestro’s missus is a sister of 
Claiborne Foster, former legit 
actress, and Katherine Comegys, 


Broadway player who last appeared 
in ‘Whiteoaks.’ 





Garber orchestra is current at the | become practically 
| New York Strand, his first Broadway 
| date in 12 years. 





AVAILABILITY 


FROZEN AS IS 


All availability ratings for publish- 
ers in the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers will 
have to remain as is until a special 
committee appointed last May to 
study the question of availability 
system revision has reported its find- 
ings to the ASCAP board. Special 
committee will hold its first meeting 
the early part of October. 


Present availability committee de- 
cided last week to go into temporary 
retirement after it had heard a num- 
ber of protests frorn publishers seek- 
ing availability rate increases. As a 
result of this action the availability 
setup became frozen until either the 
special committee submits a new 
plan acceptable to the ASCAP pub- 
directors or it becomes obvious that 
this committee will be unable to ar- 
rive at more satisfactory formula. 

Special committee consists of 
Johnny O’Connor, Henry Spitzer, 
Lou Diamond, Walter Kramer, Gene 
Buck, John G. Paine and E. C. Mills. 





Welk’s Engagements 


Milwaukee, Sept. 27, 

Lawrence Welk closes his three- 
week engagement at the Hotel 
Schroeder in Milwaukee Thursday 
From here he goes to Chicago 
Friday (30) to make eight disks for 
Brunswick. Saturday (1) he plays 
at the Coliseum in Greensburg, Pa.; 
Sunday (2) one-niter at Cleveland, 
and Monday (3) due for return stint 
at the William Penn, Pitts. Welk 
will play there till Jan. 1, 39. This 
is his third stretch at the William 
Penn, making a total of seven months 
during ’38. 


Schroeder bills Eddie Varzos and | 


a new floor show Friday (30). 





‘My Heart Is Walking,’ being used 
in the show at Queens Terrace, 
Jackson Heights nitery, has not yet 
been published. It was written by 
Walter Seligman, of the N. Y. 
Criterion theatre staff. 
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PUBS’ PIANISTS 


EM, CONTROL EM 








OWAPPING PLUGS 


Complaints Heard Sustain- | 
ing Singers Are Insulated | 
Against Contact with | 
Smaller Houses | 











Smaller music firms are complain- 


ing that the practice common among 
publishing-house 
swapping plugs among themselves 
for mike singers they regularly re- 
hearse shows signs of developing into 
a serious evil. This logrolling angle 
stems from the circumstance that 


most sustaining vocalists lack their 
own coach-accompanists and must 
depend on pianists on publishers’ 
payrolls for this service. 

Out of such alliances there has, it 
is charged, evolved a peculiarly in- 
vincible ‘closed shop,’ with the 


piano-players of 


becoming tougher as the networks 
continue to reduce the number of 
sustaining singers. This ring, it is 
said, operates on the procedure of a 
publisher’s staff pianist offering a 
plug on the programs of the singer 
he regularly rehearses if the piano- 
player with another firm will do the 
same thing in the case of the singer 
that the latter is handling. With five 
or six of these pianist-rehearsers 
joined in a swapping setup it would 
impossible for 


| Musical Sequel 


| Found My Yellow Basket.’ 
‘COACHING’ AS IN | 








Something new in music, a 
sequel, is being readied by Al 
Feldman who wrote ‘A-Tisket, 
A-Tasket.’ Second addition will 
have Ella Fitzgerald singing ‘I 


Will be recorded Oct. 5 by 

Decca with Chick Webb’s band 
| and Miss Fitzgerald vocalizing. 
Robbins will publish. 











NAB MORE SONG 
BOOTLEGGERS 


Investigations conducted by the 
‘copyright protection bureau of the 
| Music Publishers Protective Associa- 
| tion resulted last week in the return 
of indictments by a Federal grand 
jury in Philadelphia against 10 


|alleged peddlers and distributors of 
| bootleg songsheets. Arthur Hoffman 
land John Wiener, operating for the 
| MPPA, turned their evidence over to 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and the latter after doing some prob- 
jing of their own relayed what they 
| had to the office of the U. S. district 
|attorney in Philadelphia. 

Group indicted corisists of Morris 
|Fisher, Sidney Fisher, Abraham 
|Rosen, Hyman Rubin, Lawrence 











| any outsider to crack the repertoire | Malare, William Calvin, Herman Lis, 


| 


| 





of a sustaining vocalist. 
Some of the rehearsing publishers’ 


{Harry D. Nadler, Joseph Feldman 
;and Anthony Bombaro. There have 





pianists, their paycheck sources and | been several convictions against Mor- | 


the sustaining vocalists they have 
under their wing follow: 

Freddy Cohn (Harms) Nola Day. 

Walter Fleischer (Famous) Del 
Casino. 

Terry Shand (Shapiro-Bernstein) 


Rose-Marie, Barry McKinley. 


Morty Howard (Robbins) Ink 
Spots. 
Fred Phillips (Leo Feist, Inc.) 


Dick Todd, Carol Weyman. 

Ticker Freeman (Miller) Barry 
Wood. 

George Schottler 
Heatherton. 


(Remick) Ray 


ris Fisher on similar charges. 

| In Special Sessions court, New 
| York, Murray Eisenberg last week 
was sent to the workhouse on 
charges of peddling contraband song- 
sheets. It was his third conviction. 





FRANK TRACY BOOKING 


Frank Tracy, who batoned under 
the name of Tracy Brown and for 
the past three and a half years pro- 
duction manager of the Tower, 
Kansas City, has opened a booking 
office in Oklahoma City. . 








Donaldson, Piqued 


at Title Similarity, 


Moves to Halt New ‘Blue Heaven 





Walter Donaldson has started pro- 
ceedings against Shapiro, Bernstein 
aiming to estop the publication of a 
song titled ‘There’s a New Star in My 
Blue Heaven,’ which he _ charges 
impinges upon the lyric and title of 
‘My Blue Heaven. George Whiting 
will probably be coupled in the ac- 
tion, being credited with collabora- 
ting with Donaldson who has been 
in New York for several months. 
Stated that he is encouraged to pro- 
tect the property by the American 
Scciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. 

Jack Robbins, head of Feist, Inc., 
which has “cen handling Donaldson 
numbers is understood not to have 
protested the publication of the Sha- 
piro, Bernstein song of similarity 
and there is tension between the 
composer and Robbins. Donaldson 
proposes to withdraw his copyrights 
from that office, either Irving Perlin 
or T. B. Harms getting them. ‘My 
Blue Heaven’ is among the best sell- 
ing songs ever written. 

Composer also intends seeking in- 
junctions against the radio chains, 
restraining them from using the 
‘Star’ song. He is being represented 
by attorney Frederick E. Goldsmit). 

Infringement claim has been made 
against Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. in 
connection with the tune, ‘Cry, Baby, 
Cry.’ Through local counsel, William 
Weiss, of Pittsburgh, last week noti- 


fied the publishing firm that the 
melody of ‘Cry, Baby, Cry’ was 
similar to a song, ‘Cry Baby,’ which 
he has on file with the Register of 
Copyrights in manuscript form. 
Weiss also claims that he had at one 
time submitted the manuscript to 
this publishing house. 


Shapiro-Bernstein in return of- 
fered to leave it to any musical au- 
thority selected by Weiss to decide 
whether the melodies were alike. It 
also stated that there were over 50 
songs with the title ‘Cry Baby’ copy- 
righted in Washington, one of these 
being a number by Lucky Roberts 
which it published itself in 1923. 





Shilkret, Jane Froman On 
RCA Gershwin Memorials 


RCA Victor is issuing a special 
memorial aibum of recordings of the 
late George Gershwin’s tunes. Set 
includes 32 waxings of hits the com- 
poser wrote for various stage mu- 
sicals and pictures. 

Platters were cut by Nat Shilkret’s 
orch. with Jane Froman doing the 
vocals, seconded by Felix Knight, 
Sonny Schuyler and a choral group. 
Shilkrat did the arrangements. 





Max Steiner finished musical score 
for ‘The Sisters’ at Warners. 





Davis Wholesales Sheet Music 
To Kresge at 9-10c; to Retail at 15 


+ 


At the solicitation of Joe Davis 
the Kresge store chain will introduce 
15c sheet music on its counters. 
Floyd Hitchcock, Kresge buyer, 
while on a visit to New York yester- 
day (Tuesday) said that he had 


agreed to make ‘Shame, Shame, Go 
Away,’ a number which Davis has 
both written and published, the in- 
itial step in an experiment to force 
down the price of sheet music. It 
is apparently Hitcheock’s intention 
to show what can be done in stimu- 
lating sheet sales if the’ price is 
right 

Davis will wholesale this tune to 
Kresge for 9-10c which will allow 
the chain to take care of its 40% 
gross markup. Wholesale prices 
which now prevail in the industry 
are 20c, 22c and 25c, with Kresge 
retailing them at a flat 35c. 

Davis has beén assured by Hitch- 
cock that he will receive the maxi- 
mum of window and counter mer- 
chandising displays for his tunes. 
It is also Davis’ intention to retail 
orchestrations at 25c. 


DISC LICENSE 
UNIFORM AS 
OF SEPT. 30 


Publishing firms affiliated with 
the mechanical rights bureau of the 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 








| ciation are under instruction not to 





issue any licenses direct to pho- 
nograph record manufacturers after 
Sept. 30. It is on the following day 
that this bureau, acting for the en- 
tire pop trade, excepting the Metro- 
Robbins group, will put its new li- 
censing form into effect. This new 
license will cover not only the right 
to manufacture but the right to 
make an arrangement of a copy- 
righted work. 

MPPA’s heads last week ex- 
pressed the hope that the record 
manufacturers would accept this 
amended license in a co-operative 
spirit and that if the latter elected 
to make an issue of it the MPPA 
was prepared to go into the courts 
and seek to establish the right of 
the copyright owner to license any 
arrangements of his work. There 
will be no added fee asked for rec- 
ords made for home use, but it is 
proposed to enter into negotiations 
later with the record manufacturers 
for the payment of a special royalty 
for discs used in coin-operated ma- 
chines. 


BLIND BENEFIT IN 
MADISON SQ. OCT. 31 


Combined third and fourth Blind 
Musician concert, originally sched- 
uled for Sept. 14, will be put on at 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y., Oct. 
31. Idea for this one will put jitter- 
bugs who find it hard to resist hot 
sending in the arena, and allow ’em 
to go to town for the edification of 
more reserved payees in the balcony. 

Bands which are sought for the 
affair, most of which are not definite- 
ly committed as yet are: Larry Clin- 
ton, Tommy Dorsey, Raymond Scott, 
Count Basie, Cab Calloway and an- 
other strictly dance outfit for smooth 
rhythm for after show terping of 
the customers who'll watch the jit- 
terbugs swing out. Tariff will range 
from 50c to $2.50. 











War Scared Bill Bardy 
Bill Bardy, singer-maestro, back 
after eight years n Eyrope berazse 
of the war scares and refusal of 
consulates to extend visas. 
Formerly on NBC. 
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New England, Cream Territory, Goes 
On Fritz for Touring Orchestras 








| 


BAND BOOKINGS 











Claude Hopkins, Hollywood Rest., 
Tonawanda, N. Y., Oct. 1, one week. 


—_——— 


| Xavier Arcadia-Inter- 


Cugat, 


, ; . “ 
Dance bands in, or scheduled for Danceland, New London, one of the national, Philadelphia, Sept. 26. 


dates in the one night territory es 


New England, found most of their | 
dates gone with the big wind fol- | 
lowing last week’s storm. Concen- 
trating most of its force in Connecti- | 
cut. Rhode Island, and Massachusetts 
which, with the rest of the New Eng- 
land states, is considered one of the 
most lucrative areas for touring out- 
fits. the blow washed out even loca- 
tion dates. 

Bunny Berigan, who was down for 
two weeks at the Ritz, Boston, open-| 
ing Monday (19) arrived there to 
find the roof bandstand smashed be- | 
yond use and the canvas covering | 
(normally used to protect patrons | 


from sudden squalls) nowhere in 
siznt. When Berigan managed to re-| 
turn from the Hub Friday (23) he 


broutht with him Johnny Napthon | 
a trumpeter who went up for a try-| 
out with the band and had to swim |} 
half a mile from the rattler he was | 
Cat thumbed | 


on near Providence. 
the rest of the way and arrived 
looking like something another cat 


had dragged in. 

Chick Webb was flushed out in the 
middle of a week at the State, Hart- 
ford, where he was supposed to 
draw $4,250. Business was so good 
the first day the house changed the 
payoff arrangement to give Webb 
a percentage and more coin—along 
came Jupe and melted that to about 
half of what he would have received 
under the original contract. 
had 12 feet of water in the house and 


was expected to be closed for another | 


week. 
and the stand brings in Paul White- 
man, Friday (30). Webb had six 
one-nighters cancelled also. 

One Ballroom Ruined 


Two Charlie Scribman ballrooms 
were eased out of the picture too, one 
temporarily and the other will have 
to be entirely rebuilt. Southland in 
Boston is undergoing repairs and 


State | 


But pumpers went to work | 


| hardest hit towns beside Providence, 


was completely destroyed. Charlie 
Barnet had to cancel a private party 
date his crew was down for, and 


Sammy Kaye, who had three one 
nighters erased, got two of ‘em| 
back. Was down for Providence 


Saturday (24) and North Adams, and | 


two were 
stayed 


Worcester, Mass. Latter 
rescheduled but Providence 
out, 


Opinion of bandleaders and book- | 


ers is that it will be several weeks 
before transportation facilities and 
repairs on ballrooms, etc., will al- 
low the territory to resume a normal 
stride. 





CAN 
IF WAR COMES 
WE CANCEL’ 


Threatening war clouds in Europe 
were back of a notice received by 
Paul Whiteman’s New York office 
|this week anent three dates he’s 
down for in Canada next month. 
Scheduled for Oct. 6 at Montreal, the 
7th at Ottawa, and the 8th at To- 
ronto, note explained they would be 
| automatically cancelled in the event 
of war before Oct. 4. 

Explanation is that if England is 
drawn into the fracas Canada goes 
along, and the country will be much 
| too busy to think about attending 
| musical concerts. 
is formulating plans to consolidate 
| the three dates if the fight starts, 


and make it one big affair for ben- | 
efit of the Red Cross or some worthy 


organization. 


ADA SAYS 


Whiteman’s office | 





| Artie Shaw, Chase hotel, St. Louis, 
| Sept. 30. 


Hal Kemp, Drake hotel, Chicago, 
Oct. 8. 

Vincent Travers, International Ca- 
sino, N. Y., Oct. 6. 

Neil Golden, De Witt Clinton hotel, 
Albany, N. Y., Oct. 1. 

Anson Weeks, Roosevelt 
New Orleans, Oct. 8. 

Glenn Miller, Roseland-State ball- 
| room, Boston, Sept. 30, with two CBS 
| coast-to-coast hookups weekly via 
| Charlie Shribman. 

Blanche Calloway, Apollo, N. 
Oct. 7; doward, Washington, 
21: State, Hartford, Nov. 6. 

Joe Venuti, 
Detroit, Oct. 6. 
| Frank Trorabar, 
| Dallas, Oct. 13. 
| Frank Dailey, Meadowbrook Club, 
| Cedar Grove, N. J., Sept. 27. 
| Lanny McIntire, Nicollet 
Minneapolis, Minn., Oct. 20. 


Adoiphus hotei, 


hotel, 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 








hotel, | 


Y.. 
4 


Book-Cadillac hotel, | 


* Indicates filmusical song. 





(Week ending Sept. 24, 1938) 


*I’ve Got a Pocketful of Dreams................. .-..Santly-Joy 
SAlatander’s TAMING TAG 6c i ccccccecobecccecicanedes ABC 
*Now It Can Be Told ..... CAAGREL EGTA PARE OCA OeeS Berlin 
*Change Partners ..... ETT POET ET Te ETT POL Ee ee ee: Berlin 
TSR GATT ickas excess js cit ko eothhacee > ou ae aud Cea ke Famous 
A-Tisket, A-Tasket. « ...ccccaes sien ‘b3 Se RUS Ree ae © Robbins 
*What Goes on Here in My Heart.................08. Paramount 
*T've Got a Date With @ TOO ieee oct bee ee cece Feist 

Fy GOMNR LOCK BEF. TIMBEC. 0.5.5 cases R60 ick ecg acs esp co SRROUO 
When Mother Nature Sings Her Lullaby............Santly-Joy 
So Help Me ..... fc 2d aud eu GRR UCTS colada Seas po 6 es See 
ee: era? aN osics c owweces sane ves emotion Berlin 
een ee ee I c's eae eae) bene ew eee amas Harms 
ee ae a ee EE rain 6. 064 6 vans washes une’ as ceceacen Remick 


Stop Beating Around the Mulberry Bush... 


The others are pops. 


. BVC 


t Indicates stage production song. 








Herman Waldman gets a 


two Bruno, 
1.1 | weeks’ renewal on his Memphis date | Fuhrman’s 


On the Upbeat 


piano, have quit Clarence 


WIP Philly house band 


| with Hotel Muehlebach, Flansas City,|to join Bill Shannon and Ai Subel 
and then Schraders, Milwaukee, to|/in a combo which recently opened 


i follow. 
| 


| Matty Malneck christened his new 


Segar Ellis, Sui Jen Cafe, Galves- | Swing band the St. Louis Blues orch. 


ton, Tex., Sept. 25. 
Grant Thompson, Wellington hotel, 
N. Y., Sept. 24 afte. Coast stay. 


Ernie Holst, El Morocco, N. Y., 
Sept. 28, after exiting Glass Hat, 
N. Y. 


Strollers, Aristocrats 
Jefferson hotel, Peoria, Ill., Sept. 25; 


of Rhythm, ! 


| Outfit is playing in picture of that 
|name et Paramount. 





| Lou Silver is recording ‘Suez’ at 
| 20th-Fox with 100-piece ork. 





Artie Shaw goes into the Lincoln 
hotel, N. Y., Oct. 26 for the season. 


Two B's, Vendome hotel, Evansville,| Billy Halliday will do the vocals. 


Ind., Oct. 10; Versatillions, Thomas | 
Jeferson hotel, Birmingham, Ala., 
Sent. 30. 


Rita Rio, Moonlight Gardens, Sagi- | 


naw, Mich., Oct. 21 through Nov. 6. 
Lang Thompson, Muehlebach hotel, 
Kansas City, Oct. 7. 
Lou Breese, Stanley theatre, Pitts- 
| burch, Sept. 30. one week. 


Don Redman, Savoy ballroom, 
N. Y., Oct. 11, replacing Erskine 
Hawkins. 


Strollers, Balladiers, Nelson hotel, 
Rockford, IIl., Oct. 3. 

Eddie Camden, Crystal Terrace. 
Louisville, Ky., Sent. 26. Jack Cof- 








Gordon and Revel’s Lates 


I'VE GOT A DATE 


WV titttiree- 


THIS MAY BE 
BY A WISH 


t and Greatest Score! 


WITH A DREAM 


COULD YOU PASS IN LOVE 


THE NIGHT 
ING WELL 


From the 20th Century - Fox Picture, 


“My Lucky Star” 


Bigger Than 


WHO BLEW OUT THE FLAME? 


By Mitchell Parish 


Hono 


A SONG OF 


By Gordon Beech 


That Old Feeling"! 


and Sammy Fain 


julu’s No. 1 Song Hit 


OLD HAWAII 


er and Johnny Noble 


The Year's Most Beautiful Ballad 


MIDNIGHT 


By Clay Boland 


From the M-G-M Picture “Th 


ON THE TRAIL 


and Bickley Reichner 


e Great Waltz” 


ONE DAY WHEN WE WERE YOUNG 


By Oscar Hammerstein tland J 


1629 BROADWAY 








ohann Strauss II 





ee NEW YORK 


| Monday through. Friday and a full 
| hour Saturday afternoons from 5 to 
‘6 p.m. 


| Latter will be for homecoming 


fey replaces Oct. 13. 

| Jimmy Richards, Lantz’s Merry- 
| Go-Round, Dayton, O., Oct. 3. 

| Charlie Barnet, Randolph Macon 
| college, Ashland, Va., Sept. 30. 

| Tony Salamack, Blue Meadow 
| Club, Lexington, Ky., Oct. 1, indef. 


Art Landry, Ann Butler 
Will Tour with Unit Of 
Harvest Bali Winners 


Orchestra pilot Art Landry has 
organized some winners of the New 
York Daily News 1938 Harvest Moon 
Ball to tour with his outfit through 
the fall. Mrs. Landry (Ann Butler), 
goes along. No dates set yet but 
tour of theatres, ballrooms, etc., is 
expected to get under way about 
Oct. 15. 


Teams hancocked are the waltz 
pair and all around champs, Sylvia 
Teitleman and Walter Bourie: Lil- 
lian Warga and Luciano DeLucia, 
tango; Rose Kuhn and Anthony 
Yocavino, rhumba;: Grace Murray 
and Nick Haas, shag winners, and 
the two runner-up teams in the latter 
division. 











KRUPA TO PACIFIC SPOT 


Gene Krupa orch heads for the 
| coast the latter part of this month 
to go into the Palomar, L. A., Nov. 2 
for six weeks with an option for a 
second six. In between the band 
plays a series of one-nighters and 
split week theatre dates, last in Mil- 
| waukee Oct. 21-27. 


| At the coast dancery the crew will 

have its first web wire. Band has 
only been on the air two or three 
times since its debut. 








Sammy Kaye’s Radio Time 


Sammy Kaye orchestra will have 
three and a half hours of air time a 
week from the Commodore Hotel, 
\N -Y., where it opens Friday (30). 
| Will be split into five half hours | 





football crowds and selections will 


Eddie DeLange looks set for the 
Bandbox, 52nd St. niterie. 





burgh, Tuesday (27) for indef stay, 
replacing Dick Gardner, who after 
flock of one-nighters opens at Chez 
Paree in Omaha Oct, 6. 





Ted Weems 
stand at the Palomar in L. A. 





Frank Trombar opens four-week 
stand at the Adolphus hotel, Dallas, 
Oct. 13. 





Joe Venuti into the Book Cadillac, 
Detroit, Oct. 16. 





Mark Warnew Blue Velvet orches- 
tra date at the Paramount, N. Y., 
with Raymond Scott’s Quintet has 





been deferred until Oct. 19. Orig- 
inally scheduled for Oct. 12, 
California Ingenues added to 


Count Bernivici’s unit. 





Eddie South with Joe Glaser. 





Red Nichols start a two week date 
at the Show Boat, Ft. Worth Fri- 
day (30). 





Jack Walton booked into Hotel 


Ray Herbeck into Willows, Pitts- | 


opened a_ six-week | 





Schenley, Pittsburgh, for fall and 
winter dance season opening next | 
month, It’s a new crew just organ- | 
ized by Walton, who for years was | 
first violinist and leader of Herman | 
Middleman crew. 





_ Vincent Travers into the Interna- 
tional Casino Oct. 5 to play the 
show. 





Little Jackie Heller, currently in 
the Hotel Stevens, Chicago, now with 
Music Corp. of America. 





Duke Ellington at city auditorium 
Norfolk, Va., Sept. 27, 








Mohawk Mills Park, Amsterdam, | 
N. Y., is now presenting name bands | 
Sunday nights, with a $1 tap on men | 
and 50c for women. Larry Clinton’s | 
orchestra was the attraction Sept. 25. 





Al (Buddy) Relyea’s orchestra 
has opened for the fall-winter sea- | 


son at the Lenox Restaurant in Troy. 





Chick Scoggin’s orchestra opened | 
at 400 Club, Wichita, Kans., replac- 
ing Buddy Fisher. 





Larry Clinten repeats Sunday (2) 
at Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport, second 
date in two weeks, 








concentrate on songs of colleges 
whose teams played that afternoon. 
Also will include guest stars, Billy 
Rose being named for the leadoff. 


Charlie Randel — plays Darien, 
Conn., firemen’s ball Friday (30). 





| 


Jask Gorodetzer, bass, and Vince | 


in the cocktail room at the Warwick 
hotel. 


Faith Carlton Rhumba Rhythm 
| Boys, taken over by Rockwell- 
O’Keefe this week. A new Coast out- 
| fit. 

| 





a 


Jeanne D’Arcy, vocalist, back with 
| Johnny Messner’s band at the Mc. 


| Alpin hotel, N. Y., after short vacash. 


| Tommy Dorsey and Jan Garber al- 
|ready set for Professional Musie 
| Men’s benefit at Manhattan Opera 
House, Oct. 9. 








Abe Lyman opens at the Roose- 
; velit, New Orleans, Nov. 30 
|minimum of four weeks. 


ior a 





Art Schutt Reorganizes 
Bowing out of Metro’s music dept. 
on the coast, Arthur Schutt, pianist 
| and arranger, is in New York to put 
the final touches on a new dance 
band of his own. Crew started re- 
hearsals Monday (26). 


Crew will probably book through 
Rockwell-O’Keefe. 


an ABC eas 


WHILE A 
CIGARETTE 
WAS BURNING 


(CHARLES & NICK KENNY) 


LOVE OF MY LIFE 


(TEDDY POWELL) 

















From the Columbia Picture 
“The Lady Objects” 


A MIST IS 
OVER THE MOON 


HOME iN 
YOUR ARMS 


(HAMMERSTEIN II-OAKLAND) 











Two Novelty Dance Hits 


THE GANDY DANCER 
PEELIN’ THE PEACH 


From Walt Disney’s Latest 
of the Same Title 


FERDINAND 
THE BULL 


ABC Music Corp. 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 
FRANK HENNIGS, Prof. Mer. 


























OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 


FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 
JIMMY McHUGH'S 


Blue Again 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 
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CURB ON VAUDE ‘REVIVA 


VAUDE’S NEW AUDIENCES 





If and when the ‘revival’ of vaudeville eventuates from the 
talking stage to theatre stages, the profession will have to bend 


to the will and taste of a brand 


look to the wants of a new the 


It will have to 
But whether 


new audience, 
atre generation. 


vaude can look further ahead now than it did 10 years ago 


is a moot question, 


Vaude half-jumped and was half-pushed out of its once im- | 
portant niche in the show business! 


- — 


! It was pushed by sound 


pictures, radio and disinterested theatre operators. It jumped 
off the deep-end by lack of creativeness and an amazing apathy 
towards changing and modernizing material. 


—————___ 


Finally, as it saw all of its pre 
out of desperation got dirty. 
complete finish to come, 


yps knocked from under, vaude 


That was the final wallop for the 


Now its road back, if opened, will be tougher and longer than 
the way out. On the surface vaude’s comeback should be simple. 
It faces the kids of yesterday, most of whom have seen little 
variety entertainment since reaching theatre-going age in the 


past few vears. 


But if vaude figures ‘em as pushovers for its 


former slipshod tactics, vaude is going to find itself mistaken. 


Quickly. 


Radio and filmusicals have wised up the kics to the best in 


entertainment. 


Result is that the supposedly ‘dumb’ young- 


sters are keved to a faster show-tempo than vaudeville ever had 


to face in the past. 
and gags. 


They know names, music and musicians, 
They can’t be cheated. 


———_—— 


> , 
reneration 
PCMOCTALIG 


The 


Svante ta 
bat vy 


erators’ burden as well as the v: 


VARIETY’S gross pages is the best 


problem is thus also the theatre op- 


.udeville actor’s. A perusal of 
clarifier for the theatre owners. 


Week after week ace stage shows attract smash business; me- 
diocre vaude doesn’t draw much more than duals and china- 


giveaways, 


Creativeness and originality is the vaude actor’s chief prob- 
lem. Most of its former writers are now in pictures or radio, or 
both. They must be forgotten about by vaude, as they will not 
bend towards the small coin offered in comparison to their 


present earnings. 


—_—__—_—__-_--—- 


But there are other writers. 


New ones. All anxious for a 


‘break’ and probably able to deliver, if the vaude actor will 


spend some money for material. 


‘IF’ in vaude. 


Sut that was always a big 





Flood Maroons 
Vaude Bill And 


Patrons in Prov. 





VALLEE HEADS AUTO SHOW 


$25,000 Unit Set by Consolidated, San 
Francisco 








San Francisco, Sept. 27. 
Rudy Vallee and his Connecticut 
Yankees have oeen engaged for the 
forthcoming San Francisco automo- 
bile show to be held in the Civic 
Auditorium for eight days starting 


+ 
| 
| 
| 





Nov. 11. 





rebuil 





j Tidal wave that swept over Provi- 


dence at the height of the New Eng- 
land hurricane last Wednesday 
(21) washed out the supper and 
Subsequent vaudeville performances 
at Fay’s, according to Charlie Alt- 
hoff, fiddler, and forced the per- 
formers to take to the balcony. 
Water on the stage reached up to 
Althoff’s armpits and the perform- 
ers finally had to quit after first 
trying to continue by candlelight. 
Around 300 patrons were ma- 
Tooned on the shelf along with the 
Performers, and when it appeared 
that the waters would not subside 


for several hours, Althoff and a few | 
of the musicians from the pit enter- | 
actor, | 


tained. According to the 
there was no evidence of panic 
among the patrons, though a few of 
them got down on their knees and 
Prayed. 


Other acts in the show were Paul | 
Varre and Brother, Eddie Lam- |} 


rt, Rasco and Duval and Helen 
organ. Latter came in as 
added starter on Tuesday, being in 


Wn on other business, and was in| 
e theatre when the full force of 
‘he tidal wave hit around 4 o'clock | 
Performers and} 


th 
In the afternoon. 


Patrons were marooned in the seal 


atre til] around 8 p.m. 


Rebuild ‘Magis’ Plant 


Mee: Colon, Mich., Sept. 27. 
bets 4gic’ plant in which Percy Ab- 
wy former professional magician, 

turned out gimmicks, will be 
t shortly, he said last week, 
fire razed the factory here. 





after 


According to Manager Larry Allen 
of the Consolidated Radio Artists 
office here, Vallee and a company of 
40 people will get $25,000 for the 
engagement. Last year Consolidated 
placed Paul Whiteman at the show 
and the year before Bobby Breen 
and Meredith Willson’s orchestra. 


N.Y. PAR DENIES DUCHIN 
REQUEST FOR WYNN SUB 











an | 


Eddy Duchin and Paramount the- 
atre, New York, officials clashed Fri- 
day (23) over keeping Nan Wynn 
as the band’s vocalist replacement 
for Durelle Alexander, who’s at her 


|for Miss Wynn, claiming the latter 
wanted too much coin, She's re- 
|ported to have received $450. Par 
| officials vetoed the change, insisting 
| Miss Wynn finish out till last night 
| (Tuesday), when 
ment ended, 

| When Miss Wynn opened Sept. 16, 





THEATRE MGMTS. 
WARY OF UNIONS 


Major Circuits Steer Clear 
Due to Fear of Labor En- 
tanglements — Broadway 
Strand’s Recent 


Stage Fare 


SEEK CONCESH FIRST 


According to inside sources, 
major circuits will hold off any ex- 
tensive ‘vaude revival’ until they are 
absolutely forced into it by possibly 
fast-growing public opinion. Chief 
reason for steering clear of stage 
shows is the antipathy of the opera- 
tors to effect any further union en- 
tanglements. 

Constant strikes in other industries 
in the past couple of years, with the 
American Federation of Labor bat- 
tling the Committee for Industrial 
Organization in many instances be- 
ing among the factors in the theatre 
operators’ idea to give stage shows 
a brushoff. They fear labor trouble 
would stymie their operations, even 
if only temporarily, after they had 
expended coin in extensive exploita- 
tion on a ‘revival.’ 

Recent attempt by the American 
Federation of Actors to call a strike 
at the Strand, on Broadway, in the 
opening week of that theatre’s stage 
show revival, is being cited by thea- 
tre men to substantiate their fears. 
Had that strike gone into effect, the 
Strand would have been hooked for 
the extensive advertising of its re- 
turn to presentation-band policy. 
Opening show was headed by Ben 
Bernie’s orchestra. 

Also pointed to by operators is the 
difficulty they are facing in several 
keys to get the unions to give trial 
concessions to those houses wanting 
to reinstate vaude. Theatre men 
have approached the crafts with the 
idea of a trial-period for vaude, : y 
eight or 10 weeks, with the theatre’s 
biz after such a time determining the 
future wage szales of musicians and 
stagehands. During the test, the mu- 
sicians and stage hands would give 
the theatre a break on the budget. 
Thus far, these talks have wound up 
in Mexican standoffs in all spots ex- 
cept Baltimore, where Loew’s got 
something of a concession for the 20- 
minute ‘streamlined’ presentation at 
the Century. 











Near- | 
Strike Cautions Against | 


the 





> 


N. Y. Cafes Prep for New Season: 
Flock of Sports All Set for ‘38-39 





0.&J. at $3.30 


Circuit operators and vaude 
bookers should gander ‘Hellza- 
poppin,’ Olsen and Johnson’s 
revue which opened last Thurs- 





It also gives 


form, eventually. 
an idea of vaude’s present-day 
commercialism. 


Pitt Cafes Fear 
Cubs Threat To 


Pirates Pennant 











Pittsburgh, Sept. 27. 

Local hotel and night club owners 
worried these days about last- 
minute surge of Chicago Cubs to 
front of hot National League base- 
ball chase. Boys stand to lose what 
they conservatively estimate at a 
cool $500,000 if the leading Pirates 
don’t come through as expected. 

Elaborate preparations have been 
made by cafes, bars and hotels all 
over town for World Series crowds. 
Augmented floor shows have been 
booked, conventions cancelled for 


baseball fans and town has otherwise | 


been preparing for its biggest spend- 
ing bender since long before the de- 
pression. 

When Pirates last week announced 
sale of World Series tix, boys fizured 
the flag was in the bag and went 
ahead with bookings, renovations, re- 
openings and general employment 
spurt, With race less than a week to 
go and Pirates in front by a narrow 
margin, however, they’re keeping 
their fingers crossed. 


Troc’s Ice Rink 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

Trocadero opened its new $50,000 
rink tonight (Tuesday) with the first 
ice revue to appear as cafe enter- 
tainment on the Coast. Show fea- 
tures 30 skaters. 

Rink can be turned into a dance 
floor by hidden mechanism. 








AFA, Chi Indie Cafes Reach Accord 
But Hotel Spots Oppose Unionizing «=: catusps te Se 


aa 


Lots of New York nite.y plans in 
the air. Sid Solomon plans re- 
naming the old Embassy Club, on 
East 57th street, as the Central Park 
Casino. Herbert Jacoby is just back 
from Le Ruban Bleu, Paris, to re- 


day (22) at the 46th Street, open his similarly named spot on 
New York. East 56th. 

Idea is that the pop-priced Maraschino, headwaite' at La 
picture theatres will get this Conga and the old Lido, will be 
$3.30 legit show in condensed maitre at El Rio. Latter, on East 


58th, has a Brazilian motif and is 
the site of the former Park Ave. 
Club, once a speak, which had at 
one time also been under Belle Liv- 
ingston’s aegis. When Joe Zelli last 
|ran it as the Royai Box, he con- 
| verted it into a replica of a street 
|in Montmartre. Now El Rio will 
| utilize the same motif, but make it 
| look like a square in Brazil. 

| La Conga reopens ‘ith Connie 
|Immerman, Bobby Martyn’ and 
| Oscar Roche at the .. Im, and with 
|Miguel Roldan out. Ramon Ramos 
| and Oscar de la Rosa will be the 
|'bands. Casino Cubano is another 
new Latin spot on West 45th, for- 
merly the Afrique, switching from 
Harlem to rhumba in motif. Opened 
Saturday (24) with Francis Quiros 
presenting a show headed by Con- 
suelo Moreno, Ramon and Lucinda 
and Don Alfredo orchestra. 

The Hotel St. Regis’ Maisonette 
Russe reopened last night (Tuesday) 
with a departure policy, that of a 
colored band headed by Billy Hicks, 








;plus Eva Ortega, Mathey’s tzigane 


orchestra and Yasha Nazarenko. 

The reorganizes Hollywood re- 
opens early next month with a 
Bobby Sanford revue, under Nat 
Moss’ direction, and the Interna- 
tional Casino preems Oct. 5 with 
the Clifford C. Fischer revue from 
the London Casino. Lee Shelley’s 
‘Shuffle Rhythm’ orchestra goes into 
the Hollywood. 

Last night Eddy Duchin returned 
to the Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room 
along with Paul and Grace Hart- 
man, doubling from ‘You Never 
Know,’ and Sally Clark, the in-law 
chanteuse of the Roosevelt family. 
Tomorrow (Thursday) the Biltmore 
hotel’s Bowman (grill) room re-' 
opens with a new maestro, Frank 
Novak, the NBC maestro, with a 
special combo built around him and 
a show including Crawford and 
Caskey, the Fashionettes (Emily 
Stephenson, Clare Sherman, Joan 
Whitney), Hal Hutchinson, Orio 
Thomas, Lowell Pontee. Horace 
Heidt returns to the Biltmore in 





early December. 
The Casanova (nee Helen Morgan 


ce a ae na IS ae tl th Bin ate Fe AT LE POL MONEE SS 





|club) reopens Oct. 7 with a show 
| headed by Dave Apollon’s orehes- 
'tra, Milli Monti, Diane and Dario, 
and Wences. Frank Martin from El 
| Toreador in Spanish Harlem moves 


| 
| vana-Madrid, premieres its new 
| show tomorrow (Thursday) featur- 





Chicago, Sept. 27. 
With the season getting under way, 
the American Federation of Actors 
has redoubled its efforts for the or- 
ganization of all nite clubs in this 
territory, last week signaturing the 


Royale Frolics and the late evening | 
will picket these hotels if it becomes | 0 S$ ON 

Others due in line shortly are the} necessary. Will also seek the co-| N. Y. ICE SH W BEEF 
ill mother’s bedside in Texas. Duchin | Chez Paree, Hi-Hat, Colony Club and | 
wanted to substitute Mildred Fenton | the Blackhawk. 


hangout, the 606. 


Harry Richman, 
now headlining at the Chez Paree, 
has indicated that should the club 
fail to get together with the AFA by 
the end of the current week he will 
stroll. Richman is the AFA’s coun- 


Duchin’s engage- | cil chairman and a vice-prez. 


There apparently will be little dif- 
ficulty in obtaining complete recog- 








_ing Rosita Ortega, Nano Rodrigo 
Palmer House, Continental Room of Orchestra, Pancho and _ Dolores, 
the Stevens, Marine Ballroom. of the | Filepe de Flores, Juanito Sanabria. 
Edgewater Beach hotel, Casino of| Tonight (Wednesday) the Para- 
the Congress hotel, Walnut Room of | dise’s new revue, authored by 
the Bismarck, Blue Fountain Room | Teddy Powell and Leonard White- 
of the LaSalle and Terrace Room of | CUP, staged by Marjorie Fielding, a 
the Morrison. (Continued on page 50) 
AFA intends taking legal steps to | 
unionize the hostelry niteries, and | 





operation of agencies and bookers to 


| withhold acts and talent from ne H’WOOD UNIT’S “MISREP’ 








non-signing hotel niteries. 
Acts in ice show current at New 
| Yorker hotel, New York, are beefing 
jabout billing of Norval Baptie- 


VAUDE-RADIO UNITS |Gladys Lamb troupe current at 
FOR CLEVELAND NABES| istics sient tor Se roe sept. 2 


advertising itself as being from the 








she fell twice while exiting the pit| nition from the independent spots} 
'and injured her knee, which re-| but AFA is meeting general opposi- | 
quired her to lean on the piano | tion from hotel-operated cafes. 

' when she did her stint for the rest} Hotels locally are a pretty solid 
lof the date. Miss Wynn goes into organization and have stuck to- 
lthe Glass Hat of the Biltmore-Plaza gether in battling a number of prob- 
| hotel, N. Y., tomorrow (28) and most) lems. Last year, they all walked | 
| likely will remain on the Co-opera- | off the air-lanes rather than pay $100 
/tive Beer radio show with Richard | weekly to the networks for remote | 
|! Himber and Henny Youngman.) control pickups. These dissenters | 
| She’s guested on the air show the | include the College Inn of the Hotel 
| past two weeks. | Sherman, Empire Room of the 





Cleveland, Sept. 27. 

Nabe houses looking for one-night | 
Stage shows are turning to vaude- 
radio revues produced by 


j 


mike- | 


|}men on Cleveland’s four stations. 


Units are being made up and 
toured through the film circuits by 
the new Airway Radio Broadcast- | 
ing studio, which has 18 local an-| 
nouncers, production men, etc.. on 
its staff. } 





New Yorker. Complainants state 


that Baptie and Lamb had appeared 


in the New Yorker show but that 
Coast group, outside of the latter 
duo, is otherwise different. 

Rockwell-O’Keefe office, which 
books the New Yorker, states that 
nothing can be done about it since 
the two Coast principals had et one 
time been at the New Yorker. Pres- 
ent New Yorker show exits Oct. 11 
for tour. 
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Heit Vallee Success at Mpls.’ Orph 
Brings House Drive for Name Bands 


Minneapolis, Sept. 27. 
Record outpourings for Rudy Val- 
lee and Horace Heidt, and optimis- 
tic prospects at the Orpheum next 
week, when Benny Goodman holds 
forth have sent John J. Friedl and 
Mort H. Singer scurrying for all the 


} 


} 
| 


| stock 








Riley, Millinder Bands | 
In Albany Music Duel 


Albany, Sept. 27, 
Fabian’s Harmanus Bleecker Hall, | 
Albany, which is playing name bands | 


|/On Sunday to supplement a rotating | 


. | 
policy weekdays, has booked 


for Oct. 2 a battle of music between | 


name stage bands they can grab. | Mike Riley’s and Lucky Millinder’s 


With the public making plair that it | orchestras. 


wants flesh, the sky seems to be the 
limit. 
Friedl and Singer have lined up 


three more stag bands to follow 
Goodman during the next two 
months. On Oct. 14 Jimmy Dorsey, 


augmented by the Andrews Sisters, 
comes into the Ocpheum. Week of 
Nov. 4 brings in Glen Gray’s band, 
while Hal Kemp is underlined for 
the week of Nov. 18. Dorsey and 
Gray played the Hotel Nicollet Min- 
nesota Terrace nitery here last sea- 
son, 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 


Fox theatre here, after a five-week 
vaude experiment, will return to 
straight films Oct. 7. House, which 
for years was a regular flesh spot, 
returned to live talent Sept. 2 after 
a year and a half layoff. 

Reported that exit of Fox flesh is 
due to difficulty of Warner Bros., 
which operates the Earle and Fox 


to get leading acts for both theatres, | 
with competition of both WB houses | 


also entering into the situation. 

Fox this week has the American 
Ice Carnival, with ‘Straight, Place 
ane Show’ (20th), and is doing fair 
biz. Final show, coming in Friday 
(30) is Ina Ray Hutton’s orchestra. 
House, in its opeu.ng week, did nifty 
$24,000. Had an xceptisnally strong 
combo, however, in ‘My Lucky Star’ 
(20th) and Mal Hallet’s band on 
stage. 

Fell off the next week though, 
vith ‘I Am the Law’ (Col) and Con- 
nie Boswell on stage getting a very 
weak $15,000. Harri t Hoctor, in 
trird week, with ‘Valley of the 
Giants’ (WB) did $16,00¢. 


} 


Duke Ellington, Ina Ray Hutton 
and Mal Hallett have already played | 
here, 





Mike Riley opens a new 52d street | 
(N. Y.) spot, the Troc, in early No- 
vember. 


FITZGIBBON'S 
BODY HELD 
3 WEEKS 


San Francisco, Sept. 27. 























WILLIE and EUGENE 


HOWARD 


“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 


TOURING 
Fuller Circuit, Australia 
Per. Address 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
NEW YORK 


Remains of Bert Fitzgibbon, 
credited 
| comic in 


Thursday 


vaudeville, were buried 


(22) 


Since then his body has been held 
at a Palo Alto funeral chapel pend- 
ing payment of a $270 funeral bill. 
| Although Fitzgibbon was said to 
have left a $30,000 insurance policy 
to his children, it’s alleged that his 
mother-in-law, Mrs. Amelia McMil- 
len, of Council Bluffs, Ia., wasn’t 
able to raise the money to pay the 
funeral bill until last week. 


Wini Shaw Too Sick, 
Cancels Philly Date 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 

Wini Shaw, skedded for the 21 
Club this week, was forced to can- 
cel her booking because of a sudden 
attack of laryngitis. However, she 
made her appearance opening night, 
despite the fact she couldn’t do any 
more than whisper. 

Cancellation left the spot without 
a name for opening week. 


Messner’s N. Y. Vauder 


Johnny Messner’s orchestra, now 
at Hotel McAlpin, New York, and 
broadcasting three times weekly via 
NBC network, is set to open Oct. 7 
at the Strand, N. Y. He will take 
in balladist Jeanne D’Arcy; Pro- 
fessor Koloslaw, toy piano musician; 











with being the first nut} 


near Palo Alto, Cal. | 

Fitzgibbon was killed near Ather-| 
ton, Cal., Aug. 28 when hit by an) 
auto as he was crossing a highway. | 


Ft. Wayne’s Vaudfilm 





Fort Wayne, Sept. 27. 

Plans for a new nabe, styled after 
the Esquire theatre in Chicago, were 
announced here by Harvey Cocks, 
General manager of the Quimby 
Theatres. The company closed a 
deal for property last week, and will 
start work on actual construction 
soon. 

A brisk war is being waged by 
the Quimby group and Manny Mar- 
cus, who recently leased the Para- 
mount, second largest house in the 
city. .Marcus opens his house Oct. 1, 
with Ozzie Nelson and Harriet Hil- 
liard heading the show. Theatre 
was remodeled to accommodate 


| vaudeville. 





WB SEEKS MUSIC UNION 
CONCESSIONS IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 

Confab with the Musicians Union 
has been requested by Warner Bros. 
here to go over contract for next 
year. Present termer expires in De- 
cember. Meeting, originally caiied 
'for last week, was postponed until 
next week. 

WB indicated it will ask conces- 
sions because their profits have al- 
legedly been seriously cut during the 
past year. Union execs declare that 
there can be no concessions because 
‘we are getting too little now.’ Prin- 
cipal WB demand will probably be 
for a better break at the Fox, which 
now has a 35-piece Symph. 


e 15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 


| 














Ted Lewis dropped about $100,000 
on his ‘Frolics,’ but planned to try it 
as a summer show. 





Bert Lytell headlined at the Palace, 
N. Y., in ‘The Valiant.” Made a pro- 
found impression in spite of over- 
length and grimness of story. Flor- 
ence Walton, back from Europe, was 
the draw, and a big one. Clayton 
and Edwards were jumped into the 
show at the opening mat to supply 
badly needed comedy. Edwards was 
Cliff, of that ilk. 








Julia Sanderson topped at the 
Riverside, N. Y., with Aunt Jemima 
fronting a seven piece band and 
Clayton and Edwards supplying the 
big laughs. 





Eddie Cantor at the Alhambra re- 
marked that the previous week there 
had been numerous cantors em- 
ployed, but this week he was the only 


one. Reference was to the Jewish 
high holidays. Doubling into the 
Royal. 





Changing neighborhood put the 
Colonial, N. Y., into the grind class. 
Six acts did two shows daily, with 
pictures filling in the remainder of 


the Three Jacks and Vibraphone 
Sam. 











Chester Morris, from films, and 





Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 


scheduled for same Strand show. 
One week only for this bill. 

Mary Small goes into the Strand, 
New York, with J. Messner’s orches- 
tra. Former kid singer, now 17, 
opens Oct. 2 with Ben Bernie on the 
Half and Half radio program. Also 








has just been screen-tested by Metro. 














Direction: MUSIC COR 





FASTEST return engagement in 
history of Warner’s Earle, 
Washington 


MARIO=«FLORIA 


Return by Popular Request—Within One Week 
First Engagement Sept. 9, and Again Sept. 23 


AS AN EXTRA ADDED ATTRACTION 
AT THE SAME THEATRE 


Thanks MR. JOHN PAYETTE, MR. HARRY MAYER and 
MR. HARRY ANGER 


PORATION OF AMERICA 


Mary Small, latter from radio, also 


the time. Pretty good acts, too, 





Loew’s State, N. Y., celebrated its 
second anniversary by going to full 
week status. House orchestra was 
getting almost weekly notices for its 
novelty overtures and regarded as 
part of the bill. 





Ben Bernie and Belle Baker topped 
the Palace, Chi. Miss Baker topped 
Bernie in the billing. Sang with 
Bernie’s band as an extra stunt. 








N. Y. theatres limited to one col- 
| umn inch in the Sunday papers, due 
to short issues on account of the 
printers’ strike. 





Los Angeles was mulling the idea 
| of two picture shows daily instead of 
;continuous grind. Sounded well, 


| but did not work out, 





Capitol, N. Y., pulled down $53,000 
on Elinor Glynn’s ‘Six Days.’ Rivoli 
| took $28,000 for ‘Zaza.’ 





Betty Hill, of ‘Greenwich Village 
Follies,’ had her costume ignited as 
| She Passed a switchboard on her 
|; way to a number. Stripped off the 
|dress and finished the number in 
| what she had left. 

} 





Marie Dressler preparing to open 
|in London. Some opposition due to 


| tracted. Explained she was pros- 
|trated over her failure and knew 
| nothing of the unpaid indebtedness. 
| Paying up again. 





| Capt. Irvin O’Hay and Eddie Garr 


ing tour in a truck. Left with $10. 
Got back with $18. But they had a 








| whale of a time. 


| the fact that 15 years previously she | 
had left without paying debts con- | 


| back after a.3,000 mile barnstorm- | 


| 
} 


| 


} 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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MIDNIGHT SUN, N. Y. 


Nils T. Granlund, Jack Melvin 
Orch., Michi Taka, Miss New Or- 
leans, Hilda Ferguson, Miss Phila- 
delphia, Geraldine Ross, Helena An- 
derson, Mata Monteria, Carol Bruce, 
Paul Marin, Elenore Wood, Charles 
Fredericks, Eileen Wenzel. 





Following extensive alterations on 
the site of the old Montmartre, in 
the Winter Garden theatre building, 
New York, Nils T. Granlund re- 
turned to Broadway last week as 
the purveyor of Swedish Smorgas- 
bord. Despite his past record for 
presenting lavish girl revues, Gran- 
lund is concentrating on appealing 
to the palate rather than apprecia- 
tion for undraped flesh, as the main 
lure for his new spot. 

However, there’s still plenty of 
pulchritude. Granlund retained most 
of the lookers with him on his re- 
cent theatre tour and added more, 
including three Atlantic City beauty 
contest winners. Nitery is intimate 
and softly lighted, seating about 350. 





Dance floor is of average size, serv- 
iced by Jack Melvin’s orchestra, | 
which plays well for the show and | 
dansapation. 

Show is pleasant enough, but out-/} 
side of a couple of turns, boils down 
to the usual girl parades: Presence 
of the three beauty winners, includ- 
ing Miss_ Philadelphia, national 
champ, is the excuse for a bathing 
number midway, which puts plenty 
of curves in the spotlight. Of course, 
the Swedish motif wouldn’t be com- 
plete without a native entertainer, 
which brings in Helena Anderson, 
blonde, who sings in her native 
tongue, then encores with ‘A-Tisket.’ 
Accented attempt at the latter is 
even laughable to her, and patrons 
take it in the same vein. 

Three beauty winners try to con- 
vince as being something besides 
easy on the eyes, but fail. Miss New 
Orleans sings ‘Pocketful of Dreams,’ 
then reproduces Clyde McCoy’s 
trumpet version of ‘Sugar Blues.’ 
Latter is okay but the vocal nz.g. 
Miss Philly contributes ‘I’m Gonna 
Lock My Heart’ and falls into the 
same category. Hilda Ferguson, 
representing Baltimore, is intro- 
duced by Granlund as the daughter 
of a former star he discovered. Con- 
fines herself to an _ interpretative 
dance that doesn’t mean much. 

Michi Taka also shows in semi- 
interpretative stuff, mixed with taps, 
okay. Geraldine Ross, easy working 
Amazon, does high kick and acro 
routines in two slots, coming on 
early and again near the finale. For 
a dancer of her type and size, she 
makes difficult twists and flips look 
simple. A natural comedian, she 
mugs and handshakes her way into 
favor. Mata Monteria is a Soanish 
dancer. Elenore Wood is_ handi- 
canved bv too much interp stuff pre- 
ceding. Her style is in the passion 
vein. : 

Show, running slightly less than 
two hours, is poorly paced. Eve-fill- 
ing end of show is up front with 
comparatively little in the second 
half, which lists Carol Bruce (New 
Acts), singer; Paul Marin, artist, and 
Charles Fredericks (New Acts). 
baritone, would be better to spread 
the three throughout instead of hav- 
ing them so close together. Marin 
is versatile with a crayon, using 
ringside patrons as subiects for cari- 
eatures drawn on the bare backs of 
the showgirls. 


Statler Terrace Room 
(CLEVELAND) 





Cleveland, Sept. 24. 
Dick Barrie Orch. Georaes & 
Jalna, Anita Boyer, Eddie Metcalf, | 


John Kent, Hayder Hendershott | 
Trio. 





Statler Hotel’s Terrace Room, de- 
spite its small show, consisting of one 
class dance team and band novelties, 
reflects its smartness. 

Hotel aiming at tophat trade, 


Both convey the impression it’s ex. 
uberant fun and not an assignment, 

While it’s tops in class terping, ang 
appreciated by the socialites, revue 
needs at least one more act to give 
it balance. Dick Barrie’s orchestra 
and his soloists try hard to fill out an 
extra 10 minutes. 

Music is_ strictly mellow-sweet 
with a lot of muted trumpet and con. 
trolled clarinet, which gets ’em, but 
it’s still lightweight. Youth of en. 
semble is in its favor; so is Barrie's 
affable manner. Band has a few 
corny tricks which are hangovers 
from its dancehall junket but with 
a good Music Corp. of America 
buildup and more individuality, it 
may click on hotel chain. Anita 
Boyer is a pert chirper but needs 
more poise. Eddie Metcalf, baritone, 
and John Kent, whispering tenor, 
get together with her in some nice 
harmonizing. During lulls, Hayder 
Hendershott’s Trio send up enough 
sweet melody to cover the long 
waits, Pullen, 


Hawaiian Blue Room 
(ROOSEVELT HOTEL, N. 0.) 


Little Jack Little Orch, Gomez & 
Winona, Lee Wiley, Meymo Holt & 
Howard Brooks. 


Col. Seymour Weiss has changed 





his Hawaiian Blue Room. policy- of: 


Hawaiian music and native hula 
dances to strongly-built shows and 
name band with good results. 
Packed house on tap Wednesday 
(21) opening of Little Jack Little’s 
orchestra and new show. 

Little dominates the show with 
both his m.c.ing and pianoing. His 
interpretation of an old-time saloon 
piano playing ‘I’m Sorry I Made You 
Cry’ is his biggest applause-getter, 
while he’s adroit enough also to mix 
in a bunch of old favorite tunes with 
the newest ones. Dance music, too, 
gets over. A mirror above the key- 
board to show the patrons his deftly 
moving fingers is good showmanship. 

Crowding Little for first honors 
are Gomez and Winona, who respond 
to continuous applause by running 
the gamut of ballroom numbers, 
from the stately ‘Caprice Viennois’ 
to the rhumba and truckin’. They 
drew five encores when caught. Lee 
Wiley, warbler, draws a flock of en- 
cores, while Meymo Holt, held over 
from outgoing Hawaiian group to 
carry out South Seas motif, con- 
tributes a graceful hula. 

Howard Brooks mixes with his 
legerdemain in a clever magical act. 
His needle swallowing turn takes the 
house. Liuzza, 


PENTHOUSE, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 24. 
Mary Brady, Tania & Kersoff, 
Isabella Dawn, Milt Mann Orch (8). 








Located atop the Stanley theatre, 
Penthouse has been a nitery standby 
here for more than a decade. Oper- 
ated by wen Trout, vaude agent, and 
Milt Mann, who conducts the or- 
chestra. 


Fair show has Mary Brady, 
hoofer; Isabella Dawn, capably 
vocaling ‘Meet the Beat of My 


Heart,’ ‘Your Broadway and Mine’ 
and nice arrangement of ‘It Can’t 
Be Anything But Love.’ Has robust 
style and delivery is similar to 
Sophie Tucker’s. Should make 
friends here. Stzndout is Tania and 
Kersoff, in character dances. Hindu 
number, in which a live snake is 
employed, to strong returns, and 
dagger dance, in which blades are 
tossed at femmse, excellent flash. 
Music for show and dansapation by 
Mann is adequate. Burm. 











Dressed by 


BARR and ESTES 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 








which turned out in full force at re- 
opening. Specialized talent, as well 
as sophisticated atmosphere, suc- 
ceeds in making the Terrace the 
town’s showcase besides boosting the | 
hostelry’s prestige. 

Latter point is mainly achieved in 
first edition by Georges and Jalna. | 
from Hollywood’s Cocoanut Grove. 

Duo’s ballroomology gets a world | 
of slick originality in their dances. | 











FRANK PARIS 


AND HIS MARIONETTES 


HELD OVER STRAND, NEW YORK 
(2nd Week) 











Direction: INGALLS & DAVIES 














if You Play Vaudeville, Night Clubs, 


BEGINNING 


PERF'ORMERS 


Houses, Showboats, Circuses, Carnivals, Fairs, Private Entertainments 
This Is Official Notice from 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF ACTORS 


NOVEMBER 1, 1938 
Initiation Fee will be $10 (for principals) 
$ 5 (for chorus) 
Dues will be $18 a year (for principals) payable $4.50 quarterly 
$12 a year (for chorus) payable $3 quarterly 
Death Benefit Fund membership remains $1. 


Hotels, Motion Picture Presentation 





JOIN NOW AND 





Make Checks and Money Orders Payable to American Federation 


of Actors, 1560 Broadway, New York) 
(AFA is affiliated with American Federation of Labor) 


SAVE MONEY! 
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‘He's a Jolly 


Good Fellow’ 





London Cafe Patrons Sing in Tribute to Chamber- 


lain on Peace Mission 
+ 


London, Sept. 15. 

A significant manifestation of re- 
pressed emotions asserting them- 
selves occurred at last night’s per- 
formance (14) at the London Casino. 
It was on the occasion of Neville 
Chamberlain’s first fligh. to huddle 
with Hitler on a possible peace 
move. Announced from the stage, by 
the management, it spontaneously 
moved the fashionable nitery audi- 
ence to its feet, everyone grasped 
his neighbor’s hands and _ total 
strangers of a moment before were 
interlocked in the simultaneous sing- 
ing of ‘He’s a Jolly Good Fellow,’ as 
an ode to the British prime minister, 
on his peace mission. 

Unlike some freer expressions per- 
mitted in America, the British 
democracy is none the less under 
wraps when diplomatic crises of this 
nature arise. Thus, the man-in-the- 
street 
cording to his private opinion. When 
in public gathering places, like the- 
atres, cafes and night clubs, they’re 
on their decorum, which. makes this 
sudden enthusiasm the more marked. 





The London Casino revue, just ar- 
rived, which reopens the Interna- 
tional Casino on Broadway Oct. 5, to 
a $10 premiere, will be considerably 
augmented. Grace and Nikko, Kos- 
loff, Eileen O’Connor, Emma and 
Henry, Harold and Lola, Corinne, 
Tito Valdez and Serban, Shyrettos, 
Bood and Bood, Carmen Torres, 
Ernie Dillon, the Christians, Rio 
Bros. and Franklyn D’Amore are 
the principals. Latter two acts, due 
to prior English commitments, only 
got in this week, a week after the 
rest of the L. C. revue. 

Stanley Klein and Eddie Lewis are 
busy rehearsing under Clifford C. 
Fischer’s supervision. Val Parnell’s 
brother, Arthur, who handled the 
London Casino’s road revues, is back 
managing the L. C., while Lewis re- 
mains more or less indefinitely in 
America, as personal rep for Fischer, 
who also arrived last week with his 
show. 

A replica of.a Frenct. street scene 
in Montmartre is a major rebuild- 
ing operation. at the International 
Casino right now, where Larry Clin- 
ton’s band will be esconced, in the 
outer room, as well as within the 
Casino, 


Sally Rand in Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 
Sally Rand goes into Fay’s theatre 
here Friday (30) with her unit for 
first local appearance in about four 
years. 
House also will get Par’s ‘Bulldog 
Drummond in Africa.’ 























JACK and JUNE 


BLAIR 


On Tour Fuller Circuit, Australia 
with 


“Hollywood Hotel’’ Revue 














MATA MONTERIA 
Leading Dance Stylist 


Soloist of Chicago Grand Opera Co. 
Currently Appearing at the 


N.T.G.°S ‘MIDNIGHT SUN’ 


in Spanish Dance Creations 


{At the 


usually disports himself ac- | 


CITE 253 CLEVE. 


| reform party insisted upon it. 





Gainsworth Quits Balto, 
Hipp; ‘Hutton Too Swingy’ 








No Repeal Here 





Altoona, Pa., Sept. 27. 

Despite the fact that Altoona 
is a wet town in a wet state, 
this city of 85,000 people 
doesn’t have a single nitery. 
Reason is the ban imposed for 
the past three years by Mayor 
J. Harry Moser on entertain- 
ment of any sort where liquor 
is ladled. Moser’s order even 
goes so far as to eliminate 
radios from saloons, 





Baltimore, Sept. 27. 

Marjorie Gainsworth, operatic 
warbler of pops, pulled out of the! 
Hippodrome here, after the first 
| show opening day (23). She claimed 
|Ina Ray Hutton’s orchestra, cur- | 
| rently the stage headliner, was too | 
swingy to play her type of music. 
first performance, Miss 
|Gainsworth had only piano accom- 
| paniment. 

According to the singer, the pull- 
out was okay with Izzy Rappaport, 
theatre operator. She claims he’s 
rebooked her for the house, open- 
ing either Oct. 14 or Oct. 28. 

Steve Evans replaced her at the 
Hipp. 








CAFE CURFEW 
VIOLATORS 


Cleveland, Sept. 27. 

Since police formed a nine-man 
squad, tagged the ‘dawn patrol,’ to 
stop joints from violating the 2:30 
a.m. curfew law, they have swooped 
down on 253 niteries that had veen 
running wild lately. Out of that 
number, 38 were given final warn- 
ings that their liquor licenses would 
be taken. from them in the event of 
another violation. 

On second visit only -nine were 
found still open after hours, state 
liquor board calling offenders next 
week to revoke their permits. Such 
policing of niteries hasn’t been so 
strict since prohibition days, but new 





Spots are now trying to lure in 
earlier trade by moving up their old 
2:30 a.m. floor shows to 1 at the lat- 
est, while most of them put on their 
first revues at 6:30 dinners. 





Philly Without Negro 


Vauder 1st Time in Yrs. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 

Philadelphia, for the first time in 
years, will be without a negro vaude 
house this season. Lincoln, which 
fi.rmerly played colored shows, will 
become a Yiddish tkeatre shortly. 
Nixon’s Grand, which took over sev- 
eral years ago when the Lincoln left 
off, is shuttered and for sale. 

House, operated by Harry Slatko 
last season, has been sold by sheriff. 


Zorine’s Unbilled Strip 


Saginaw, Mich., Sept. 27. 

Zorine’s Nudists (6), nitery troupe 
touring state, lived up to advance 
billing here last week, arriving at 
the Moonlight Gardens here minus 
their wardrobes, 

A train took cari 
demolishing the small trailer at- 
tached to their automobile, at a- 








of ‘the latter, 











crossing near here. Wardrobe had 














been in trailer. None was injured. 


Mayor is an ardent church- 
man and enforces his rulings 
arbitrarily by refusing to issue 
$25 city license to spots. 


Phily AFA, EMA Plan 
Fixed Minimum Pay 
For Acts and Agents 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 
First step in a plan of co-operation 
between the American Federation of 
Actors and the Entertainment Man- 











agers Assn., booker group, was 
worked out here Sunday (25) to 


eliminate chiseling agents. Plan en- 
visages fixing of minimum pay for 
acts and minimum commish for 
agents, which will be worked out by 
local execs of AFA and EMA. 

Confab took place between Florence 
Bernard, prez; other EMA officials 
and Ralph Whitehead, AFA prez. 
Tom Kelley, on Sunday (25) was 
named as local rep of AFA, also at- 
tended. Meeting followed imme- 
diately after official merger of the 
local talent union, United Enter- 
tainers Assn., with the AFA. 

AFA elections here Sunday also 
inducted William G. Jones as secre- 
tary while Paul Mohr and Joseph 
McFadden were. named _ treasurer 
and recording secretary, respective- 
ly. Frank Dowling, Joe Campo, 
Dolly Davis, Norma Norton, Bob 
White and Joan Barrie will be the 
advisory board. All were formerly 
associated with United Entertainers 
Assn., which has been absorbed by 
AFA. 

With the Philadelphia situation 
under its belt, AFA will next or- 
ganize Detroit. Walter Ryan, former 
rep there, has been replaced by Dan 
Hurley of New York AFA, 





CBS Swing Show Booked 
Into Hartford Theatre 


Columbia Broadcasting’s Saturday 
night Swing Session orch., will do 
p.a. at the State, Hartford, week of 
Oct. 9. Lieth Sievens heads. 

On Oct. 15, the last day of the 
date, the band will play its Swing 
Session coast-to-coast program from 
the stage of the theatre. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Dr. Karl Fischel, former medical 
director of the Will Rogers, who re- 
cently won the Leon’ Bernard 
Memorial Prize for tuberculosis re- 
search, is skedded to take over the 
main job again at the Rogers Oct. 1. 

Dorris Andrews, of the Metro- 
politan theatre, Boston, is a new- 
comer at the Rogers. Needs a rest. 

Jim Williams, here years ago as an 
ex-N.V.A.-ite, back again for look- 
over. 

Mrs. Jean Wolf, whose husband is 
with the New York Paramount the- 
atre, is a new arrival at the Rogers. 
She’s a former dancer. 

The John Loudens made a trip to 
the Big Town for a look-see. 

Herman (Will Rogers Fund) Le- 
Vine here to look over the gang. 

Ford Raymond, who did his time 








“Orchids for Jack 





JACK DURANT | 


HELD OVER 2nd WEEK 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 


WALTER WINCHELL said:— 


ED SULLIVAN:— 
“It's amazing how Jack Durant's improved. 


| 


Durant's routine.” 











| at Mark’s Grill here. 


| here, then went to Los Angeles, will 
| winter in Phoenix. 


He’s a success- 
ful rib case. 

From Worcester 
Schrader, Albert Schrader and Mrs. 
H. Schrader to ogle Fred Schrader, 
who’s doing well. 

Hap Ward, Jr., who’s improving 
had a surprise visit from his dad 
and ma, in from Boston. 

A ham and egg dinner was 
tendered to Christy Matthewson, Jr., 
Son of the 
former pitcher is a loyal booster for 
the Actors Colony. 

Martha (Universal Pictures) Gill 
is one year older. 

Jack Edwards, Walter Hoban 
downtown shopping for the boys. 

Otto Krause, Lotte Lehmann’s 
stepson, doing par-exel at the 
Erkander cottage here, expects his 
frau here for a visit soon. The opera 
singer has promised to give a con- 
cert at the local theatre benefit. 

Write to those who are ill. 


comes Ed | 





ithe show as 
production this summer and success | 





|All He Got Out of S. America Was The 


Zamba, Says Maestro Barron Lee 





Becker Quits Pitt Cafe 
Operation; Peyton Back 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 27. 

Joe Becker, who owns niteries in 
Buffalo, Cleveland and Deiroit, has 
faded from the Pittsburgh cafe scene 
after a three-month try at Eddie 
Peyton’s old spot. Becker too it| 
over from Peyton last June but 
never got going, eventually ran into 
some trouble with the musicians | 
union and finally gave up. 

Understood venture cost secker 
plenty. Asa result, Peyton, 
several months has been m.c.’ing in 
midwest night clubs. will operate 
the spot on hi‘ own. Holds o---> 
Jack Gamble‘s orchesira last -ooking 
made by Becker. 


MORRIS AGCY’S 
PROD. UNIT TO 
BUCK MCA 








William Morris agency will set up 
a production department to organ- 
ize fairs, exhibitions and large niter- 
ies. Music Corp. of America entered 
the field recently and has since ex- 
panded to legit musicals. Move is in 
line with general expansion of Mor- 
ris office, which recently included a 
band department under Ed Fishman. 

Introduction of production depart- 
ment will put Morris and MCA into 
closer competition than ever before. 
Heretofore, MCA has had a pretty 
clear field in fairs, except for in- 
dividual vaude show producers. 

Morris office has already sent out 
feelers to various 
around the country. City fathers of 
Ft. Worth, Texas, have been con- 
tacted by Morris office, which wants 
to put on the annual Casa Manana | 
show there next year. MCA handled 
its first venture into 


of the event is said to have stimu- 
lated Morris office into going into 
the field. 

Morris office would take it on per- 
centage with no guarantee from 
muny operators. MCA had it on 
guarantee basis. Lou Wasserman of 
MCA leaves New York for Texas late 
this week. 


Hank Greenberg’s Unit 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 
Jackie Beekman, who _ recently 
closed as m.c. at the Adelphia Roof 
here, reported planning a vaude unit 
with Hank Greerberg, Detroit 
Tigers’ heavy slugger, after vlose of 
the baseball season, 








who fo~ | 


organizations | 


By JOHN HURLEY 


South America isn’t all pesos for 

foreign acts, particularly in Brazil. 
Coffee bean impresarios have you 
coming and going, says Barron Lee, 
Negro band leader, just back from 
| 14 weeks at the Casino de Urca, Rio 
|de Janeiro, where he and his com- 
patriots were said to have been 
|horsed around so often that they 
felt like gauchos. 
Lee returned to U. S. this week 
| with less money, he says, than when 
lhe started, a new pair of shoes and 
'a resolution never to go back. All 
|he got—and even that isn’t strictly 
| material—was a new kind of rhythm, 
ithe Zamba. The payoff came when 
| he had to sail through last week’s 
hurricane to get home. 

Contract called for band to play 
‘the policy of the Casino de Urca,’ 
| and there was considerable behind 
that clause. Lee found himself 
broadcasting for a commercial pro- 
gram over Radio Tupi (PRG3) from 
| the Casino at no exira pay, available 
|for films, possible theatre dates and 
prospect of doubling into another 
boite, the Nichturoy, in Sao Paulo, 
All extra and all gratis. This did not 
include an assorted collection of 
tieups for ‘publicity purposes.’ 

Band said to have had to play in 
half-hour sessions without a letup. 
No announcements were permitted 
| between songs, one running right 
into the other. Arrangements taken 
along were useless, band having to 
learn the Zamba, a native rhythm. 
Swing was out entirely and jazz per- 
mitted only intermittently. Conse- 
quently, Lee has returned with a 
collection oz Zamba orchestrations 
and a Cabaser, a Brazilian rhythm 
instrument. 

Contracts are as sacred as Eu- 
ropean treaties once an act or band 
is landed. Situation is reported to 
be so rife with politics that foreign- 
ers haven’t a chance for a return 
bout with managements. Three-day 
notice of a salary change, altera- 
| tion or cancellation is the limit. Con- 
ditions are the same throughout. For 
| example, Berry Bros. and Carl Shaw. 
Shaw was dropped after four weeks 
of an eight-week contract when he 
refused a cut, Berry Bros, had their 
salary cut in half after two weeks at 
ithe Casino Atlantico. They were 
given three days’ notice with ulti- 
matum. They took the boat instead. 
All returned home promptly since 
there is no recourse. Government 
will not permit lingering once an 
engagement is ended and a suit from 
this end would get more kicking 
around than a football. 

Lee’s stay was particularly non- 
productive, Of his earnings he could 
send only $50 home monthly. He 
was paid off in American Express 
orders, which were redeemed into 
milres at a loss of about 15c. on the 
dollar. When milres were cashed 
into dollars he lost about 25c. more, 
leaving him with 60% of his total 
;income, which in itself was a Bra- 
| zilian standoff. 
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NEW 


ACTS 





ETHEL MERMAN (1) ' 
Songs 
14 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
In July, 1930, Ethel Merman was | 
first (and last) reviewed as a new | 
act, when Al Siegel was at the | 
ivories with her at Keith’s 86th St., 
and Siegel was also known, In the | 
biz. as mentoring her with his spe- | 
cial arrangements and a unique style | 
of vocalizing. Miss Merman was 
soon to become his most distin- 
guished alumna, for she has since | 
traveled far, wide and handsome in | 
topflight Broadway musical com- 
edy, Hollywood filmusicals and on 
the radio. 
Back on Broadway, Miss Merman, 
in the varieties, is now an expensive 
name entry. She brings with her an | 
air and an aura of polish, and the | 
ultimate in big league vocalizing. | 
She made her Friday preem at the | 
Broadway Strand something of a/| 
gala occasion, with an entire loge 
section roped off for her friends 
who had feted her earlier in the | 
evening at the Stork Club. 
In a nifty hoop-skirt creation that | 
looks like a fugitive from a Champs 
Elysees couturier, Miss Merman | 
doesn’t let the class clothes stop her | 
from singing about ‘Eadie’ who | 
spelled class with a capital K. She | 
opens with ‘Pocketful of Dreams,’ | 
does ‘So Help Me’ in a manner that | 
makes it sound almost new, reprises 
‘Heat Wave’ and other Berliniana 
out of ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ 
—wherein she’s featured—and 
whams ’em with a medley of her 
musical comedy hits, and songs 
she’s introduced. The latter pot- 
pourri unreels like a double-A rat- 
ing in ASCAP, and impresses anew 
how important is the association of 
hit hingers with hit songs. | 
What vaudfilm is around is a/| 
cinch for Miss Merman. As a stage | 
and screen personality, she must, of 
course, find her most important out- 
lets in wider media, such as Holly- 
wood (depending on the filmusical 
cycle, of course), the air, and musi- 
cal comedy. The latter seems in for 
a bit of a renaissance, especially if 
cinemusicals are to take a temporary 
time-out. But apart from that, she’s 
a clicko performer in the flesh, as 
ever before. Abel. 


| 
| 


JAN GARBER ORCHESTRA (19) 
With Patricia Norman, Rudy Rudi- 
sill, Fritz Heilbron, Lee Bennet 

Presentation 
Strand, New York 


Jan Garber has been away from 


JOHNNY DEVANT 
Magician 
10 Mins. 
Nixen Cafe, Pittsburgh : 
Slick, suave trickster with a nice | 
bag of now-you-see-its and a smooth 
line of patter. It’s Devant’s gab 
more than his legerdemain that puts 
him over and that’s not an easy thing 
to do with an alcoholically-loaded 
ringside. He gets most of his laughs 
from a spectator picked at random 
from the audience. It’s slightly dan- 
gerous because latter is the butt of 
Devant’s gagging with a set of steel 
rings. If he picks the right fellow, 
however, clicking is a pushover for 


| him. 


Style suits him to cafe floor, where 
he’s a natural, but Devant needs more 
than the present setup for stage 
work. Cohen. 


RAMON and RENITA 
Daneers 
Hotel St. Regis Roof, N. Y. 

Ramon and Renita have been away 
from New York for over a year, 
playing last winter in Nassau, Ha- 
vana, Florida, thence to Mexico City 
and the Coast. Their return to the 
Hotel St. Regis Roof thus is backed 
by considerable nuance and novelty, 
which is further highlighted by a} 
somewhat ‘new’ Renita in that she’s 
more polished and also physically 
changed. Instead of a blonde she’s 
a natural chestnut-brown. ’ 

Their stuff also is lighter, mixing 
up the McCoy terps with novelty 
and deftness. For instance, the finale 
‘impressions’ of Veloz and Yolanda 
and the DeMarcos are broad satires 
which, in some spots, are a shade too 
broad in their travesty. They feature 
the zamba, do a waltz and a fox 
seriously, then essay a burlesque on 
an amateur dancing couple, in a 
Spanish contest, trying to do a 
tango. Ramon, of course, is stand- 
ard, and long identified with Rosita, 
until partnering with Renita as his 
new vis-a-vis. Strictly a class team, 
but can perform anywhere. Abel. 


EDITH BROWNE 
Mimic, singing 
Dancing 
Six Mins.; One 
RKO 58th St., New York 

A rather rangy girl with an at- 
tractive phiz, Edith Browne’s imper- 
sonations, at best, are lightweight. 
She doesn’t seem to know where 
satire ends and consequently 
stretches it out too far. 

Uses back-te-audience changes to 
get facial impressions, which are 
pretty accurate. Takes off on Helen 





Broadway about 12 years. From his 
1924 start as the Garber-Davis or- 
chestra, collegiate combo, he’s weath- 
ered the cycle of sweet and swing, 
and still continues in the limelight 
by not changing much with the 
present trend towards jive, alliga- 
ters and out-of-this-world solid- 
senders. Like Lombardo—an inevi- 
table comparison—Garber proved 
that there’s a market for salon syn- 
copation, Benny Goodman, Tommy 
Dorsey and Chick Webb to the con- 


trary. 

Because of Garber’s long absence 
from New York, and the fact he has 
gone through a significant dance- 
band cycle, he’s reviewed anew. For 
the Strand he has an augmented 
combon of 19, heavy on the brass 
(8) and four reeds, but, despite the 
brass domination, a _ surprisingly 
smooth and almost long-underwear 
combination. 

Garber is a dapper chap at the 
helm, batoning and violin-soloing 
alternatingly, and making no cap- 
itulation on the altar of Broadway 
and 47th street standards. That was 
a smart idea. Since his booking is 
predicated on a radio for smooth 
dansapation, he'd be foo to at- 
tempt any phoney heating-up, and 
while some of the swing-cats may 
scoff at Garber’s ‘Three o’Clock jn 
the Morning’ violining at so late in 
his routine, it’s better to be consist- 


ent. 

There are opportunities for crit- 
*fcal captiousness, however. For ex- 
ample, that off-the-cob bit with the 
stage-money, in the course of ‘I'll 
C+t By, So Long As I Have You,’ 
whereupon he flashes the prop cur- 
rency. That went out of date with 
Gus Sun. But in the main he paces 
well and performs expertly. 

Patricia Norman's ‘Ole Man Mose’ 
is a hotcha note, and by contrast, the 
more effective, as is her swing-billy 
medlev. fhe also gives out with an 
oldie, “You Made Me Love You.’ The 
other male soloists of the band con- 
trib comedy bits and vocal sy 

el. 


MOKE and POKE 
Songs, Dancing 
12 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 


Two colored kids from Baltimore 
are getting their second at this 
house Pair easily work their way 
into favor with the audience via the 
enthusiasm with which they mix ex- 
cellent tap routines, eccentric danc- 
ing, songs, chatter and rough and 
tumble acrobatics. 

It’s not so much what they do, but 
the way it’s done that appeals. Taps 
are cleareut and made to look simple, 
and tune deliveries are good for 
laughs, as are their eccentric antics. 
Audience didn’t want ‘em to leave. 


Morgan, an unidentified French per- 





sonality singer and ZaSu Pitts in 
three singing stints. Smart enough 
in her physical tricking-up, but 
that’s where it stops. 

Fades out on impersonation of 
Charlotte Greenwood. Drops sequined 
cocktail jacket to reveal low cut, 
blue evening frock then goes into 
walking on all fours, head between 
legs, high kicks and assorted under- 
pin acrobatics, with same net result 
as her iess strenuous efforts at mim- 
icry. Would be better off with less 
quantity and more quality. Herl. 


ORIENTAL TRIO 
Acrebatic 

10 Mins. 

Felly, Brooklyn 

This Celestial combo must have 
been around, although not in the files 
under the present tag, which may be 
a phoney at this date. 

Girl does little but background 
and assist leg balancers. Challenge 
work features barrels. A. K. under- 
stander is announced as being 70 
years old. Flashy bow-out has 
younger man doing a stand 
while spinning a long ribboned pole 
on his feet. Hurl. 


TED LESTER 
Music, Novelty 
12 Mins.; One 
Folly, Brooklyn 

Ted Lester can work anywhere 
from a club date to a major house 
while offering his novelty musical 
trick. Good looking, well dressed 
in magico style of topper and cape 
and working with a black-covered 
table, he fits as prospect for No. 2 and 
upwards to next to closer. 

Cape is more than dress, hiding a 
raft of miniature instruments rang- 
ing from a fife to a mandolin. Opens 
by fluting on his ivory-topped cane 
with fife, ocarina, saxophone, har- 
monicas (two), violin and clarinet. 
Plays all well and has a nice selec- 
tion of tunes, from the classical 
‘Flight of the Bumble Bee’ to hot 
stuff. Manner of discovering each 
adds to performance. 

For an encore he plays an electric 
guitar to band accomp. That's an off- 
stage prop and equally as good as 
rest, musically. Hurl. 


LARRY WILE (1) 
M.C., Comedian 
Folly, Brooklyn 

Middle member of late Worth, 
Wile and Howe, vaude trio, is smart 
—too smart perhaps, in his new 


as far as rest of the show is con- 
cerned and wisenheimer’s himself to 
death—not slow. - 

Wile digs the blue gags out of the 
trunk for laughs, which are not too 
frequent. Every old saw from the 





capacity as an m.c. Overdoes the job |. 


Strand building curb to the Palace 
beach is part of his routine, along 
with talking back and anticipated re- 
sponse. He's probably seen too many 
m.c.-gagsters and has too good a 


| memory. 


His takeoff of Red Skelton’s crul- 
ler-dunking routine is best described 
as another way of doing someone 
else’s act, and is his best contribu- 
tion. He gives credit to the origina- 
tor by stating that Skelton gets a 
couple of grand for. the stunt. Hurl. 


JACK AND ALYCE (2) 
Acrobatic Dancing 

10 Mins.—Two 

RKO 58th St., New York 

Mixed terp team impresses nicely. 
Get off to mild start with pirouette 
tapping in unison, but girl more than 
makes up while carrying most of the 
load thereafter. Both are nice look- 
ing and neatly dressed. 

Team starter is followed by boy’s 
solo. Nothing new, though possibly 
a little faster than most. Works in a 
couple of new wrinkles to old steps, 
but partner puts over the act in her 
stint. Does backhand springs com- 
bined with hand-walking, backwara 
and forward flips, without support, 
head spins and pirouetting coupled 
to turnovers. ; 

Challenge. work makes for exit. 
Act is fast all the way through, 
especially so at close. Hurl. 


CHARLES FREDERICKS 
Sengs 
Midnight Sun, N. Y. 

Baritone of the Nelson Eddy type, 
Charles Fredericks uses tunes sung 
by Eddy in past pictures and does 
’em well. Broad-shouldered, virile 
looking, singer is personable and 
presents a neat appearance in tails, 
which isn't missed by femme half of 
his audiences. 

Only does two tunes at each ap- 
pearance here and leaves patrons 
asking for more. Leads off with 
‘Tramp, Tramp, Tramp’ and follows 
with the ‘Donkey Serenade’ from the 
‘Firefly.’ 


CAROL BRUCE 
Songs 
Midnight Sun, N. Y. 


New to the cafe floors, Carol 
Bruce displays a nifty set of pipes 
and a nice appearance. Her time is 
limited, confined te two numbers and 
an encore when caught, but her con- 
trasting pace mark her as one of 
the stand-out turns here. 

Attractively decked out, singer 
impresses favorably in all depart- 
ments. Started off with ‘Says My 
Heart, followed by Irving Berlin’s 
‘Always’ and encored with a swingy 
pop. 


EARL AND FRANCES 
Dancing 

7 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 


Colored teams (mixed) in tap rou- 
tines that rate fairly but is far from 
sockoroo. Will serve for the same 
purposes as No, 2 acts used to in 
vaudeville. 

A song introductory of no import 
figures as team gets under way in a 
soft-shoe, followed by a hard-brogan 
tap and a third number. In favor of 
the team is its fast sine 

ar. 





N. Y. Cafes Prep 


(Continued from page 47) 
former John Murray Anderson aide, 
opens with a beaut show and Russ 
Morgan as the name maestro. Jerry 
Blaine is back at the Park Central 
hotel, with Garland and Marla 
terping and featuring another Brit- 
ish imported dance, the ‘Palais 
Glide,’ 

Still another Thursday night 
preem is the reopening of the Hotel 
St. Moritz’s Restaurant de la Paix, 
meaning the folding of the roof, with 
the same show, including Yvonne 
Bouvier, Theodore & Denesha and 
Basil Fomeen movec irt- the street- 
floor restaurant intact. 

Dick Gasparre and his orchestra 
reopen the Trianon Room of the 
Hotel Ambassador, N. Y., in mid- 
October. This is his third successive 
year here. The Ambassador Gardens 
is staying open an extra month this 
year, Arthur Herbert directing for 
dancinz from cocktail hour through 
supper, 

Dwight Fiske begins his annual 
fall engagement at the Savoy- 
Plaza, N. Y., on Oct. 7. Fiske suc- 
ceeds Hildegarde in the Cafe 
Lounge. Emile Petti band stays on. 














Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 
Old Club Cadix here, scene of 
Helen Kane's first ‘boop’ and Eddie 
Davis's first ditty, will be relighted 
shortly. It’s been taken over by 
Gordon Lexton, owner of the Hotel 
Madison, who’s retitled it the Hick- 
ory Club. 

Spot 


shuttered shortly after 


gangster Mickey Duffy was mur- 
dered there several years ago and 
was reopened with little success a 
couple ef years ago as the Kit Kat 





- 


Club, 








Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 
Kirby Grant,  ec., Manhattan; the- 
atrical business, capital stock, 10¢ 
shares, no par value. Directors: Lee 
Cehen, Samuel Yudell, Gloria Stroll, 8 
W. 40th street, New York. (Jay Win- 


ston, same address, filing attorney.) 
M. D. Preduct 


8, Inc., Manhattan; 
theatrical business; capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value. Directors: Louis 


A. Bardoly, 106-16 Euclid avenue, Cleve- 
land, Ohio: Adelyn Bushnell, Hotel Al- 
geonquin. (Sidney R. Fleisher, filing at- 
torney, 630 Fifth avenue, New York.) 


Tri-National Films, Iac., Manhattan; 
motion picture films, etc.; capital stock, 
100 shares, no par value, Directors: 
Matty Kosberg, Judith Kahn, Ester 
Moseson, 1450 Broadway, New York. 
(Schwartz & Frohlich, same address, 


filing attorneys.) 
Cabaret de la Conga, Inc., Manhattan; 
cafe and restaurant business; capital 


stock, 100 shares, no par value. Direc- 
ters: James N. Catlow (filing attorney), 
11 W. 42nd street; Martha. D. Kraybich, 
107-32 18lst street: Marie R. Leahy, 10 
Post avenue, New York 

Amusement, Jac., Niagara Falis; 
eapital stock, 200 shares, no par value. 
Directors: Charles J. Griswold, Bernice | 
Griswold, 117 Winndermere road; W. Al- 


fred Brim, 290 High street, 

Kayart Theatres Corp., Manhattan; 
theatrical business; capital stock, 200 
shares, no par value. Directors: Norman 
Lazarus (filing attorney), Ida F. Rieci, 
19 W. 44th street; Joseph Klein, 125 W. 


Leckport. 


48th street, New York. 

Darling Theatres Corp., New York; 
theatrical business: capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Directors: Ben- 
jamin E. Schreiber, 1850 52nd_ street, 
BRrooklwn; Michael _S. Vogel. 34-46 83rd 
street, Jacksen Helghts; William Swed- 
low, 2134 Vyse avenue, Bronx. (Julius 
Blumberg, 71 Broadway, filing attorney.) 

Rhia Cerp., New York; theatrical 
business; capital stock, 200 shares, no 
par value. Directors: Robert Brule, 88- 
40 209 ‘street, Queens Village; Frank 
Kelly. 

Veragraph Fiim Cerp., New York; mo- 
tion picture films; capital steck, 200 
shares, no par value. Directors: Milton 
I Stockton, Sidney Goldstein, Helen 
Rubin, 160 Broadway, New York. (Jacob 
W. Friedman, same address, filing at- 
torney.) 

Montab, Imc., New York; theatrical 
business; capital stock, 200 shares, no 
par value, Directors: Esther Streltzer, 
Ethel Kalmanoff, Anna _ Siporin, 285 
Madison avenue, New York, (Hartman, 
Sheridan & Tekulsky, same address, fil- 


ing attorneys.) 

Canova-Haasen, Inc., Manhattan; the- 
atrical agency, publicity and advertising 
business; capital stock, 200 shares, no 
par value. Directors: B. J. Santospirito, 
Edward J. Donnelly, Ida Stutskin, 580 
Fifth avenue, New York, (Saul E. 
Rogers, same address, filing attorney.) 

Attendance Builders, Inc., Manhattan; 
theatrical equipment; capital stock, 20 
shares, no par value. Directors: Ed- 
ward Goldstein, Anne Delehanty, 358 W. 


44th street; Samuel Goldstein, 325 KE. 
20th street, Bronx. 
Whipple Street Amusement Corp., 


Kings; theatrical business; capital stock, 
100 shares, no par value. Directors, 
care ef Isidor Block, filing attorney, 425 
Fifth avenue, New York; 181 Rutledge 
street, Broeklyn; Rollin Cameron, 24 
Lancaster road, Island Park. 

Empress Pictures, Inc., New York; 
general theatrical and amusement busi- 
ness; capital stock, 100 shares, no par 
value. Marks & Marks, 521 Fifth ave 
nue, New York, filing attorneys. 

Riverhead Roller Skating Rink. Ianc., 
Queens; reller skating rinks, etc.; capital 
steck, $10,000; $100 par value. Direc- 
tors: Howard Hoffman, 244-10 91st 
street, Bellrose, L. I.; John McMoon, 41- 
71 249th street, Little Neck, L. 1.; Ead- 
ward Moore, 40-25 171st street, Flushing. 

Van Der Schalie Contimovie, Inc., Man- 
hattan; devices for a fleating film me- 
chanism, ete.; capital stock, $125,000; 
$12.50 par value. Directors: Hendrik 
Van Der Schalie, Garden Apartiments, 
Forest Hills; Graham B. Grosvener, Old 
Westbury; John Sloan, 277 Park avenue, 
New York. 

Sehine Riviera Corp., Gloversville; the- 
atrical business; capital stock, 10 shares, 
no par value. Directors: Alton F. Dock- 
stader, Mark Benjamin, R. E. Wallace, 
40 No. Main street, Gloversville. (H. M, 


Antevil, Schine Circuit, Inc., Glovers- 
ville, filing attorney.) 
Farm Enterprises, Inc., New York; 


operate theatres, night clubs, hotels, etc.; 
capita] steck, 200 shares, no par value. 
Directors: Wm. McKelvey, 217 Broad- 
way; Alexander Spitzer, 217 Broadway, 
New York; Anthony M. Spitzner, 4910 
Snyder avenue, Brooklyn. 
Change of Name 
Miller Film Corp., Delaware to Miller 
Broadcasting System, Ine. (Lincoln Ep- 
worth, 67 Wall street, filing attorney.) 
Dissolutions 
Jarvis Theatres Co., Inc., Binghamton. 
Chase Productions, Inc., New York. 
(Max Gordon, 214 W. 42nd street, filed.) 


ST. LOUIS SETS OUTDOOR 
SHOW AS BERGEN SUB 


St. Louis, Sept. 27. 

_ A substitute for the three-day cel- 
ebration planned by the St. Louis 
Festival Assn. and the Chamber of 
Commerce, and which was knocked 
into a cocked hat when the Music 
Corp. of America couldn't deliver 
Edgar Bergen for a p.a., is being 
worked out. All local radio stations 
will have a chance to present acts 
cuffo at an outdoor fiiesta Oct. 11. 

Conference was held last week 
among Merle S. Jones, general man- 
ager of KMOX; Robert T. Convey, 
prez of KWK, and Thomas N. Dysart, 
prez of the local C of C, at which it 
was decided to hold the outdoor 
show. 


‘Nights’ Signs Besser 


Comedian Joe Besser has been 
signed for a ‘Hawaiian Nights’ unit 
produced by Antone Scibella. Unit 
toured theatres last year as “Waikiki 
Nights.’ 

Scheduled to open at the State, 
Hartford, Sunday (2), initial date 
has been deferred because of last 
week’s storm, 














————— 


Burlesque Reviews 
TRIBORO, N. Y. 





Benny Moore, Mike Sachs, Loy 
Petel, Wen Miller, Roxanne, Diane 
Johnson, Winnie Garrett, Ina Thomas, 
Pastine, Alice Kennedy. 





Triboro augmenting its wheel 
shows with house talent, so Roxanne, 
on tap when spot reopened several 
weeks ago, is still starred and satis- 
fying. Unusually strong comedy is 
made up of only two comics and two 
straights. Tagged ‘Oriental Belles,’ 
unit opened here last week but is 
currently in Union City, N. J 

Mike Sachs and Alice Kennedy, 
latter a looker and better than aver- 
age burley singer, are coupled in one 
spot and top rest of show. Sachs 
tickles. the ivories well while taking 
a heckling from the pit via offkey 
aceompaniment. He then accom- 
panies Miss Kennedy in a couple of 
old timers. Pair close in a duet 
parody on ‘Sonny Boy.’ Sachs should 
be allowed a solo on the keys. 


Benny Moore, comic, also finishes 
in the black. Works alone here with 
a straight where formerly he was 
hitched to another laugh-maker. Ina 
Thomas, Diane Johnson, Lou Petel 
and Sachs do a ’90s quartet of ‘My 
Hero,’ which Sachs uses for iaughs, 
and Moore comes back with an army 
skit that’s well liked. All comedy 
clicked with a good house cpening 
night. Wen Miller is another straight. 

Peel section is smooth but under 
wraps. Gals give no encores and no 
curtain peeks. Roxanne, of course, 
features and when caught wore a 
two-piece, blue-beaded affair. She 
still does the vocals to little effect, 
but it might be her way of making 
the boys impatient. Diane Johnson, 
blonde and shapely, is smooth, and 
Winnie Garrett, dark-haired, pleases. 
Ina Thomas, who wastes no time giv- 
ing the customers a peek, is well- 
liked. 

There doesn’t seem to be much ef- 
fort towards production. Line is 
neither appealing nor well-trained, 
and sets for skits, etc., are drab. Pas- 
tine and Partner are standouts in 
what production there is and look 
good in semi-adagio, ballroom and 
tap routines. Male half occasionally 
helps in comedy skits. Ina Thomas 
pipes with the line but doesn’t im- 
press with a weak voice sans mike. 


Vaude half has Billy Harris in a 
variety bit; Mason and Freida, tap 
and slapstick; Mayo and Conn, 
tapsters, and an ineffectal unbilled 
m. c, 


GARRICK, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Sept. 24. 
Tommy Raft, re Conley, Maxie 
Furman, Herbie arry, Charles 
Schultz, Jack Buchanan, Roland & 
Francine, Musical Alberts, Hashi & 
Osai, Vicki McNeelou Alvena, 
Yvonne Barry, Line (Qo,. 








Oniy fiesh theatre in the burg, 
Garrick is in second week of 15th 
season under continuous manage- 
ment of Bill Pickens with ‘Vaniteas- 
ers’ a bit above the average for this 
house. Harry Conley, vet comic, 
still retains his enthusiasm and his 
spirit is contagious to the rest of the 
east, helping show move at nice 
tempo. 

A newcomer here and with less 
than three years on the burley cir- 
cuit is Tommy Raft, personable 
youngster, who hoofs, guitars and 
possesses a fair voice. Maxie Fur- 
man, wearing lenseless glasses, is the 
third comic, while Herbie Barry and 
Charles Schultz are the straights. 
Several blackouts and skits are salty, 
but there are others which aren't 
objectionable. 

In keeping with his policy of aug- 
menting the traveling show with 
vaude acts, current bill has contor- 
tionist, Jack Buchanan, six feet five 
inches tall. Others are the Musical 
Alberts, accordion duo; Hashi & Osai, 
Jap balancing and tumbling team; 
Roland and “Francine, ballroom 
dancers, and Alvena and Yvonne 
Barry, strippers. Roland and Fran- 
cine, after a dignified dance in the 
first act, return in the second for 
another. Before they finish, though, 
they tear the clothes from each 
other and indulge in amusing pratt 
falls. 

Vicki McNeeley, shov’’s top war- 
bler, gets applause for her interpre- 
tation of ‘Music, Maestro, Please.’ 
Each stripper shows herself twice. 
Line has plenty of lookers and works 
with gusto. House does well week- 
ends, but matinees are way > 

ahu. 


Hardy’s Gay 90’s, N. Y., 
To Add Bowery Saloon 


As soon as alterations are com- 
pleted, Bill Hardy’s Gay 90's, New 
York, will open a Bowery Saloon ad- 
dition to his club. Third floor of the 
building in which the Gay 90’s now 
occupies two levels, will house the 
lower east side N. Y. atmosphere. 

It’s expected to be ready within 10 








days or two weeks. 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (Oct. 3) 
THIS WEEK (Sept. 26) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 

















Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (29) 


Gwynne y 

Frank Conville Co 

Gus Van 

Mal Hallett Ore 
BALTIMORE 





EVANSVILLE 
Majestic (29-1) 
Top Hat Rev 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (30) 
Chester Hale Gla 
Louis Da Pron 
Commodores 











Stanley (30) Cass, Gwen & T 
3 Drews Sybil Bowan 
NEW YORK CITY CHICAGO 


Paramount (28) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Connie Boswell 
Gil Lamb 
Titan 3 

BUFFALO 
Buffalc (30) 
Rudy Vallee Ore 


Chicago (30) 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Cc. Ray Smith 
Bellett & Eng Bros 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Orpheum (30) 

' Renny Goodman Or 











Dir.: 


LORRAINE and ROGNAN 


“JIGGS” 


STRAND, NEW YORK 
NOW 
MARK J. 


LEDDY 

















RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (30) 
Harrison & Fisher 
Ruth Ann Boris 
Leon Fokine 
Marie Grimaldi 
Herzer & Zayde 
Erno Rapee Symph 
ALBANY 
Bleeker Hall 
(2nd only) 
(2 only) 
Mike Reilly 
Lucky Melinda 
CHICAGO 
Palace (30) 
Bernivici Rev 
(23) 
Chester Hale Gis 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Rolf Holbein 


CLEVELAND 
Palace (30) 
Mann, Dupree & L 

Gordon Co 
Stroud 2 
Amer Ice Carnival 
(23) 
Robbins Bros & Sis 
Simpson Co 
Chester Morris 
Andrews Sis 
Bert Wheeler 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (23) 
Helene Denizon 
12 Amer Rockets 
Jim Lewis Co 
Zasu Pitts 
Red Skelton 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (30) 





Arren & Broderick 


Benny Goodm’'n Orc 








Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 

Strand (30) 
Jan Garber Orc 
Ethel Merman 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Serge Flash 


BROOKLYN 
Strand (30) 
Estelle Taylor 
Honey Fam 
Joe Besser 
Cappy Barra Co 
Teddy King Ore 
24 


3 Sophisticates 
Frank Paris 
Frances Faye 
Slate Bros 
Teddy King Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 
Karle (30) 
Johnnie Davis Ore 

Slate Bros 

Frazee Sis 

Wayne Morris 

Conklin & Thomas 
(24) 


Buddy Rogers Ore 
Mary Brian Co 
Britt Wood 


Fox (30) 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore 
(24) 
F & P Trado 
Loretta Lee 
Amer Ice Carnival 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (30) 
Chester Morris 
Lou Breese Ore 
3 Sophisticates 
6 Antalacks 
(24) 
Kay Kyser Ore 
READING 
Astor (30-1) 
Minnevitch Co 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (30) 
Lucy Monroe 
Gaston Palmer 
Gae Foster Gls 
(24) 
Johnnie Davis 
Gae Goster Gls 
Mario & Floria 
Wayne Morris 
Paul La saree Co 


YOR 
Strand (30-1) 
Alex Bartha Ore 











Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (29) 

Del Casino 

Lathrop Bros & L 

3 Bonos 

James Evans Co 

Gae Foster Gls 

Paul Ash Ore 

CLEVELAND 

Roxy (26) 


* Mildred H Chaplin 


Charles Country 
Eddy Snyder 
Walt Stanford 
Maxine DeShon 
Jackie Lynn 
Hazel Walker 
DETROIT 
Fox (23) 
Hugh Herbert 
HARTFORD 
State (36-3) 
Paul Whiteman Ore 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (30) 

Hugh Herbert 

Masters & Rollins 

Sara Ann McCabe 

7 Gauchos 

Rochelle & Rita 

Deane & Jackson 

(23) 

Gene Krupa Ore 
KANSAS CITY 
Fox Tower (30) 

Horace Heidt Ore 

(23) 

Johnny Perkins 

Ruth Petty 

Bellett & Eng Bros 

Norton Spur 

Evers & Dolores 

Judy Conrad Ore 








London 





Week of September 26 


Astoria D. H. 
Roscoe & Farmer 
Dominion 
Juanita & Champs 
Ben Jade Co 
Freddy Dosh 


CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 

P & M Honri 

Eddie Gordon 

Georgian 4 


CLAPHAM 
_ Granada 
4 White Flashes 
Milson Sis 
Connor & Drake 
Wyn McCarthy 


Ronald Chesney 
Jack Francois 
Bobby Howell Bd 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Jose Moreno 
Carsons 
Rusty & Shine 
GREENWICH 
Granada 
Jose Moreno 
Carsons 
Rusty & Shine 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Ascot & Stanley 
Will Carr 





TOOTING 

Granada 
4 White Flashes 
Milson Sis 
Connor & Drake 
Wyn McCarthy 
Ronald Chesney 
Jack Francois 


Bobby Howell Bd 
WELLING 
Granada 

Savoy Jr Ba 

WOOLWICH 


Granada 
Y’ung Bl'ds of Va'ty 








ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Jack Radcliffe 
Vera McLean 
Harold Dayne 
Sherman Fisher Gls 
4 Smith Brothers 
Norman & Curnot 
Neller & Clare 
Pratova & Jules 
Sandler Sis 
BLACKPOOL 
Palace 
Charlie Kunz 
Betty Hobbs Gis 
George Doonan 
| Hector & Pals 
| Billy O'Connor 
; Newman, W & Y 
| Avant Bros 
| De Troy & Lady 
| Bruce Green 
Opera House 
Stanley Holloway 
| Elizabeth Welch 
George Lacy 
| Ross & Stone 
J & J Bredwin 
John Tiller Gls 
Betty Driver 
Hippodrome 
Sandy Powell 





| Provincial 


Week of September 26 





r 





D Wakefield Co 
Norman Evans 
Gloria Gilbert 
Karina 
Vadio & Hertz 
Monroe Bros 
Feldman’s 
Reg Bolton 
Elsie Prince 
Terry Wilson 
Pepino’s Circus 
Hudson's Step 
North Pier 
Frank Randle 
Tessie O'Shea 
Robert Naylor 
5 Sherry Bros 
Peggy Desmond 
Alexis & Dorrane 
Terry’s Ladies 
GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
Devito's Ore 
Vine, More & N 
Les Pierrotys 
Lester & Andre 
Jack Stocks 
Bobby Henshaw 
Ralphono & Page 
Manhattan 6 
Exhibition Hall 
Mantovani Orc 


Sis 





Cabaret Bills 





Armando’s 


Jimmy Vincent Ore 
Reed Lawton 
Ethel Sayers 


Arcola Inn 
(Arcola, N. J.) 


Jerry Carr Ore 
Chiquita Venezia 
Ruth Warren 
Kay Blaire 
George Scotti 
Walter Cole 


Barney Gallant's 


Angela Velez 
Carter & Bowie 


Bill's Gay 90's 


Charles Touchette 
John Panter 
John Eliot 
Don Cortez 
Jim Phillips 
Mary Roberts 
Harold Willard 
ArthurBehan 
Harry Donnelly 
Joe Howard 
Spike Harrison 
Bernie Grauer 
Boulevard Tavern 
(Elmhurst, L. LL.) 
Jimmie O'Brien 
Mac Arthurs 
Joyce & Darrel 
Ana Pastora 
Dorothy Wenzel 
Cameron Crosby 
Jan Fredrics Ore 
Cafe Loyale 
Penn Wayne Orc 


Casa Manana 


Ted Lewis Ore 
Patricia Ellis 
James Barton 
Al Siegel 
Cardini 

Al Trahan 

4 Step Bros 
Robert Wildhack 
Harry Armstrong 
Shelton Brooks 
Ben Yost Co 
Kay Parsons 


Casino Cubano 


Don Alfredo Ore 
Consuelo Moreno 
Ramon & Lucinda 


Club 18 


Pat Harrington 
Ann Rush 
Frankie Hyers 
Irene Mauseth 
Willie Grogan 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 
Club Gaucho 
Dimitri & Virgil 
Natalia Kordova 
Trini Plaza 
Don Miguel Ore 
El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Asuncion Granados 
Joyit & Maravilla 
Dorita & Valero 
Francisco Ramos 
El Morocco 
Ernie Holst Ore 
Famous Door 
Count Basie Ore 
Jerry Kruger 
Earl Wilson 
James Rushing 
Glen Island Casino 
Will Osborne Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito Sanabria O1 
Carlos & Carito 
Pancho & Dolores 
Felipe de Flores 
Sarita Herrera 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Arthur Herbert Ore 
Gabriel Cocco 
| Jules Brand 





Hotel Astor 
N Brandwynne Ore 
Lee Wiley 


NEW YORK CITY 





H’tel Belmont-Plaza 
Val Olman Ore 
Nan Wynn 

Ray Hunt 

Diosa Costello 


Hotel Biltmore 
Frank Novak Ore 
Hal Hutchison 

Hotel Bossert 

(Brooklyn) 
Will McCune Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Sammy Kaye Ore 

Hotel Edison 


Rlue Barron Ore 
Don Alexander 


Hotel Essex House 
Rich’d Himber Orc 
Dell & Hamory 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Eddy Mavyehoff Ore 
Betty Gale 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Hotel Lincoln 
Tito’s Swingtette 
Hotei Lombardy 
Cholly Drew 
Hotel McAlpin 
J Messner Ore 
Jonzales & Menen 
Jeanne D’Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
Henry Busse Ore 
Baptie & Lamb 
Eric Walt 
Roberts & Farley 
Bobby Duffy 
May Judels 
Hotel Park Central 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Skippy Burton 
Randy Brooks 
Garland & Marla 
Hotel Piccadilly 
Adrian Rollini 3 
Hotel Pierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Don de Vodi Orc 
P & G Hartman 
Sally Clark 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Hildegarde 
Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 
Teharkovsky Ore 
Geo Scherben 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Theod're & Denesha 
Hotel St. Regis 
Joe Rines Ore 
Don Marton Ore 
Ramon & Renita 
(Maisonette Kusse) 
Mathey Ore 
Billy Hicks Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Light Brigade 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
Gerry Morton Ore 
Elinor Sheridan 
Dell O'Dell 
Kit Kat Club 
Al Cooper Ore 
3 Peppers 
Orlando Roberson 
Cook & Brown 
Smiles & Smiles 
Pearl Baines 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 





Geo Sterney Ore 


Le Mirage 


Happy Horton Ore 
Maryon Dale 
Jessica Worth 
Katherine Mayfield 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Lou Martin Ore 
Vince & Anita 
Lina Basquette 
Haines, Tate & S 
Addison Bailey 
Iris Adrian 
Meredith 
Tanner & Thomas 
Helen Wainwright 
Wally Wanger 6 
Midnight Sun 
Jack Melvin Ore 
Hileen Wenzel 
Geraldine Rose 
Carol Bruce 
Monte Curio 
Pierre Beaucaire 
Ann & Burt Royce 
Marite 
Julian Altman 
Gaston 
Rex Meza 
Piantation Club 
Skeets Tolliver Ore 
Philip Mason 
Pauline Bryant 
Paradise 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Della Carroll 
Harry Jackson 
Mexicali 3 
Pepper Pot 
Joe D'Andrea Ore 
Hula Boys Orc 
Iris Ray 
Boyd Heathen 
Frank Carey 
Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Annette Guerlaine 
Elsie Hartley 
Bill Hanson 
Ann White 
Queen’s Terrace 
(Woodside, L. I.) 
Charlie Strong Ore 
Harriett Carr 
Ashley & Ware 
John Hubert 
Harry Rose 
Paul Carlton 


Radio Franks’ Club | 


Frank Bessinger 
Jerry White 
Gus Wicke 
Jimmy Burns 
Fred Bishop 


| Wynne Ralph 


Lou Williams 
Ebony 8 
Truth Leonoff 





Rainbow Grill 


Paul Kain Ore 
Marlynn & Michael 


Rainbow Room 


Al Donahue Orc 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Paula Kelly 

Ruth Nigey 

Jehn Hoysradt 
Jack Cole Co 


Russian Kretchma 


Volodia Katov Ore 
Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Saksonsky 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Marusia Sava 
Daria Birse 
Michel Michon 
Mischa Osdonoff 
Klavdia Kapelova 
Sergei Ignatenko 
Sterk Club 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Ore 
Swing Club 
Ray Mario Ore 
Freddie Fulton 
Pete Clifford 
Ruth Usborn 
Toni Gaye 
Celinda 
Joe Van Green 
Jack Huber 


| Lucinda Lang 


Tavern-on-Green 
Hughie Barrett re 
Tokay Magyar 
Frank Douglas Orc 

Ilona de Thury 

Johnny Carter 
Marget 
Marina & Norina 
Versailles 
Cross & Dunn 
M Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
D'Avalus Dancers 
Village Barn 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 
Walter Donahue 
Maryann Mercer 
Zeb Carver Co 


Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Ore 
Russel! Dracken 
Trent Patterson 
Ramon Ringo 
Stephen Harris 

Wivel 
Charley Bowman Or 
Bob Lee 
Amelia Gilmore 
Deane Dickens 
Marion Carrol 
Connie Joyce 
Al Small 


LOS ANGELES 


Bali 


Charlie Lawrence 
Bruz Fletcher 


Beverly Wilshire 
Howard Jerrard 
Viola Vaughn 
Lou Sailee Orc 

Biltmore 
Billy & J Severin 
Annabelle 
Hal Derwin 
Jerry Stewart 
Tommy Trent 
Shep Fields Ore 
Cafe Caliente 
Elenita 
Diana 
Leo 
Miguel Dilches 
Luz Dasquez 
Juan Navarro 
Eddie Aguliar Orc 
Cafe De Paree 
Bissels 
Luke Peaslee 
Geo Burns 
Meta Acree 
Charlie Ament Ore 
Paul McLean 
Cafe La Maze 
Dona Gordon 
Park Avenue Boys 
Myrus 
Clover Club 
Stan Myers Orc 

Cocoanut Grove 
Morton Downey 
Anson Weeks Ore 

Hawaiian 

Paradise Club 

Searles & Lena 
Bobby Ramos 
Princess Luana 
Kay Kalaini 
Eddie Bush 3 
Andy Ione Ore 

it Cafe 
Joe Moshay 
Bob Searles 
Bill Roberts Ore 

Jerry's Mandalay 
Tommy Howard 

La Conga 


Harry Rosenthal 
E Durando R'ba Bd 





Margaret Roach 
Blue Stone Orc 


Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Tiny Meridith 
Chas Thorpe 


Omar’s Dome 


Dorothy Roberts 
Walter Wade 
Elmer 


Palomar 
Flagg & Arnold 
Almo Tanner 
Perry Como 
Allen Speer 
Ted Weems Orc 


Paris inn 


Marguerite & M 
Dominic Columbo 
Thora Matthison 
Ken Henryson 
Kimi O'Dell 
Norska 
The Gregorys 
Henry Monet 
Chuck Henry Ore 
P Selznick’s Club 
Rose Murphy 
Richard Dennis 
Grey & Bergen 
Evelyn Farney 
Nanita Torrass 
Max Fidler Ore 
Billy Lankin 
Seven Seas 
Candy Candido 
Joe Frisco 
Bill Hoffman 
Hal Chancellor 
Noel Neil 
Dorothy Ellers 
Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
Topsy's 
3 Debutantes 
Nick Cochrane 
Muzzy Margellino 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Trocadero 
Jose’s Cuban Bd 
Fernando Ramos 
Bob Grant Ore 
V Hugo Kestaurant 
Griff Williams Ore 





Charlie Vaughn 


CHICAGO 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Jules Duke Orc 
Arlene O'Day 
Betty Grey 
Santoro & Lorraine 
Maxine Marfield 
Grace McCarthy 
Blackhawk 
Bob Crosby Ore 
Marian Mann 
Jim & J Byrnes 
Loma Cooper 
Jack Gaulke Ore 
Maclovia Ruiz 
Blondies 


Ginger Lee 
Dolores Green 
Phil Bernard 
Monetta 
Najah 
Wanda Phillips 
Pamelia Adair 
Blue Goose 
Ralph Hovey 
Frances Roma 
Jane Imes 
Harry Singer Ore 
Bon Air 
Eddie Garr 
Margie Knapp 
Lang Thompson Or 
Dukes & Duchess (hr 
Peppino & Camille 
Lillian Carmen 
Rose Ballet 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Florence Schubert 
Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 
Hroadmont 
Lucky Girls 


Philomena 

Phyllis Stanway 
Dor Keith Gls 
Honey Lee 

Hank Simons 

Alma & Helen 
Herbie Rudoiph Ore 


Caravan 
Sddie Gorman 
Rocke Romano 
Toddy O'Grady 
Don Morgan 
Dot & Jerry 
Edna Leonard 
Carl Scholtz Ore 


Chez Paree 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Harry Richman 
3 Oxford Boys 
Dolly Arden 
6 Jitterbugs 
Rose Blane 
Don Orlando Ore 
Evans Adorables 


Club Al 
Hal Barber 
Steen Bright 


Avis Miller 
Irene Fortess 
Nana 

Rhythm Kings 


Club Alabam 


Harriet Norris 
Kay LaSalle 
Honore & Gladys 
Sadie Moore 

4 Ambassadors 
Phyllis Brooks 
Marjorie King 
Effie Burton 
Bernie Adler 





Dave Unells Ore 
Chalk Robinson Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Club Spantsh 
Pinky Tracy 
Loretta DeBoer 
Eve Evon 
Nola Cooper 
Kay Marshall 
Ralston Ens 
Joe Vaientine 
Joe Nitti Ore 


Colony Club 
Lillian Carmen 
Jose Manzanares Or 
Hugo lePauls Ore 

Colosimes 


B & F Gilbert 
Zang & Todd 
Helen Holmes 
Billie Machell 
Jackson. Reeves & 8 
Olga Dane 
Fritzie Lure 
Banfields 
Bobby DVanders 
Bob Hyatt 
Pronaph Gis 
Hollywood 6 
Henri Gendron Ore 
Club Delisa 
Evelyn White 
Eloise Williams 
Bristle & Gay 
John Oscar 
Rhythm Willie 
Bunny 
3 Lucky Bucks 
Sam Theard 
Sam Robinson 
Charies !som 
Partello Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 
Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 


Hal Kemp Orc 
Judy Starr 
Bob Allen 
Saxie Dowell 
Harry Wiliford 
Mickey -Bloom 
Jack T.eMaire 
Eddie Kusby 
Dutch’s 


Raiph Cook Rev 
Rittman Dancers 
Roberta 

Peggy Moore 
Helen Dove 
Mort Lund Ore 


Edgewater Beach 


ote 
(Marine Room) 


Leighton Noble Orc 
Edith Caldwell 
Chick Floyd 
Muriel Grey 
Harriet Smith Gls 
Evelyn Pelser 


Famous Door 


Ed Danders Ore 
Terry O'Toole 
Helen DuWayne 
Bernie Pincus 
Bryan Wolfe 


4th Club 


Homer Roberts 
Hazel Talbot 
Jenne 

Isabel Gerhart 
Adelaide Kirkoft 
Shorty Ball Ore 


Franke’s Casino 


Dave Tannen 
Rolando & Dodd 
Dorothy Dawn 
Sally Hyde 
Buddy Kirbie 
Billie Rogers 
Dana Cameron 
Vir Duvall 
Rocke Ellsworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 


The Gables 
Leon Chess Oro 
Alice Tannen 

Gay Paree 
Wellington 
Mary Williams 
Sam Haas 
Patsy Linn 
Gladys Beauville 
Bernice Bodel 
Bob Riley Ore 


Grand Terrace 


Sonny & Sonny 
Dusty Fletcher 
Howell & Coles 
Sallie Gooding 
Dot Soulters 
Connie Harris 
Leonard Reed Gis 
Earl Hines Ore 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 


Don Pedro Ore 
Elsa Harris 
Ted & Mary Taft 


Harry’s N ¥ Cab'ret 


Bill Anson 
Mildred Rock 
Natasha 

Sakura 

Muriel Love 
Rankin Gls 
Charles Engel Ore 


Hickory inn 


4 Top Hats 
The New Yorkers 


Hi Hat 


Joe Lewis 
Terry Lawlor 
Pal-Mar Gls 
Jeanne Walker 
Sid Lang Ore 
Hippodrome 
Flo Whitman Rev 
Jerry Marks Ore 
Sherone 
Nyra Lou 
Dee Adrian 
Muriel Joseph 
Genevieve Val 
Ivanhoe 
Helen Sumners 
Helen Irwin 
4 Hawaiians 
Earl Hoffman Ore 
L’ Aiglon 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
George Bay Bd 
Ennio Bolognini Or 
Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Richard Schreiber 
Biltmore Boys 
Dixie Frances 
Liberty Inn 
Tonimy O'Neal 
Dolores Green 
Rags Gallagher 
Mickey Dunn 
Marita Ryan 
Sylvia Tucker 
Earl Wiley Ore 
McLaughlins 
Rue Ana 
Mildred Jarrett 
Ginger Wood 
Deone Page 
Sammy Barry 
Stan Carter 
Jules Novit Ore 
Melody Mill 
Jack Russel Ore 
Miami Club 








Reza White 
Earl Rickard 
Joe Cassidy 


Lynn Barclay 
Dorothy Johnson 


Millstone 


Anne Howard 
Jane Wagner 
Olga Day 

4 Monteforte Sis 
Roy Swift Orc 


Minuet Club 


Margo Gavin 
Jack Hilliard 
Minuet Gis 

Gale Lawrence 
Jack Morton Ore 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
Nameless Cafe 


Joan LaMae 
Ona Mae 

Ed Leon 
Williams Bros 
Lydia Harris 
Frank RaMondi 
Mae di Fili 


Old Heidetberg 


Old Heideibere Co 
Herr Louie Ore 
Geo Gunther (re 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Pancho Ore 
LaFranconi 
Novello Bros 
Smith's Marionets 
Don Hooton 
Grace Pittman 
Abbott Dancers 
Ed Allen 
Phil Dolley 


Parody Ciub 
Freddie Abbott 
Mollie Manor 
Dollie Dolene 
Sara Thebold 
Marie Thomas 
Freddie Janis 


Rose Bowl 
Paulette LaPierre 
Gloria Panico 
Tom Ferris 


Ore 


Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(College inn) 


Brandt Sis 

Robin Scott 
Uksilla & Vida 
Jenna 

Bud Lewis 

Mary Jane Yeo 
Genevieve Trojan 
Duke & Noble 
Betsy Alling 

Lynn Clare 
Dorothy Erickson 
Madeline Raymond 
Russel & Genevieve 
Snowflake Ballet 
F Masters Orc 


Dome 
Earl Rickard 
Silver Cloud 


Charles Page 
Sylvia Tucker 
Modernettes 
Florence Ray 
Frank & G Kosche 
Marian Boyd 
Hazel Zalus 
Nord Richardson 
3 Tops 
Johnny McFa!! Orc 
Silver Frolics 


Ione O'Donnell 
Continental 4 
Salaine Rabey 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 
606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Renee Villon 
Mirg Faber Gls 
Jessie Rosella 
Vilma Joszy 
Ruby Bennett 
Ethel Brown 
B & L Cook 
Collette 
Peaches Strange 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Sky Rocket 


Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 

Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 
B Tanks 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 


Don Julian & M 
Lois Harper 
Louanne Hogan 
Jackie Heller Ore 


Stockade Inn 
Charles Chaney 


Susi-Q 
Irv Dornfield 
Rosalene Gis 
Gloria Starr 
Helen Dove 
Warren & Phillips 
Edith Principie 
Verne Wilson Ore 


Swingland 


Joe Johnson 

Mae Diggs 

Alma Smith 

2 Rhythm Pa!s 
Fats Patterson 
Ted Smith 

Billy & Charles 
Jimmie Noone Orc 


Thompson’s 16 Club 


Patsy Thomas 
Bernie Green 
Brahmer & B'hmer 
Ellis Logan 
Ann Heihm 
Millie Travis 
Joan Dawn 
Frisco’s Ore 

Three Deuces 
Art Tatum 


Tower inn 
Frankie Dovie 
Inez Gonen 
Helen LaMarr 
Alice Tanner 
Rhythm Gls 
Kurtis Marionettes 
Jerry Lynn 
Jeorge Arnold 
Eleanor Johnson 
Frank Davis Ore 

Trocadero 
Gloria Romano 
Adelle St Clair 
Terry Circle 
Roy Rankin Ore 

Villa Moderne 
Tony Cabot Ore 

Villa Venice 
C & C Lambertin 
Holly Sis 
Lazzeronis 
Noll & Nolan 
Felido & Tama 
Ann Lewis 
Linda Marsh 
Michel & Medesca 
Lou Hoffman 


Socialites 











| Judy 





Renee Jay 
Carlos & Carita 
F Quartello Ore 


Yacht Ciub 
Gareth McGrath Or 
Joe Herbert 
Ruth Denning 


== 


Alfredo & Dolores 

Colleen 

Yacht Club Gis 
Zig Zag 

Sunny Bouche 

Virginia Dare 

Sakura 

Larry Lux Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 


Bill Honey Ore 
Glover & LaMae 
Gali-Gali 

Jeanne Landis 
Judy Lane 


Arcadia Int} 
Xavier Cugat Orc 
Carmen Castillo 
Gali-Gali 
Glover & LaMae 
Jeanne Landis 
Lane 
Asherman 
Rolon 


Eddie 
Catalina 
k-Mar 
Bellevue-Stratford 
(Main Dining R’m) 
Mever Davis (re 
(Burgandy Reom) 
Frank Juele Orc 
cliff Hall 


Benny the Bum’s 


Johnny Howard 
Dolly Kay 
Oshins & Lessy 
Castaine & Barry 
Deloyd MeKay 
Jetnny Graff Ore 
Sherman Gis (12) 


Embassy 


Heien Benton 
Bert Clemoux 
Frances Williams 
Owen & Parco 
Andrews Sis 
Gloria Mausier 
Betty Lynch 
Pe¢egy Taylor 
getty Davis 
Barbara Jonnston 
Ann Kirwin 
Pedro Blanco Ore 
Evergreen Casino 
Pat Shevlin 
Enters & Borgia 
Mario Melton 
Duval Sis 

Beth Challis 

Joe Milikopf Ore 


Frankie Palumbo’'s 


Les Barclay 
Zephyrs 
Bobby Morrow 
Marone & 
O'Connor Bros 
Whitney & Parker 
Yvonettes (6) 
Henri’s 


Freddy Baker Orc 

Top Hatters 

Al Behrenos 

Patti Cranford 
Hildebrand’s 


Paula 

Denny Montgomery 
Richard Bach 
Videll & Manning 
Singing Sam 

Bella Belmont 
Bobby Lee Ure 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 


Allen Fielding Ore 
Bill Steele 
Renee de Jarnette 
La Conga Gls 
Don Angelina Ore 
Herb's 1412 Club 
Dotty Strouser 
Helen Heath 
Lucille Renee 
Pepper Garat 
Billy Lee 
Lillian Klinn 
Bernice Burns 
Gauchos Ore 
Peggy Wagner 
Little Rathskeller 
Jack Griffin Ore 
Mary Burton 
Roy Sedley 
Jean Rochelle 
Lloyd & Willis 
Johnny & George 
Jack Lynch’s 
Jeno Donath Ore 


Ore 


Brown Derby 
Dick Stutz Ore 
Billie & B Burnell 
Virginia Stuart 
Chandler 3 
Lucille Doran 
Gls (8) 


Club Mayfair 
Lewis Bonick Ore 
Sheila Barrett 
Verrnons (2) 
Renee DeJarnette 
Lois & Jean 

Coceanut Grove 
Billy Lossez Orc 
Hylton Sis (3) 
Robberts & White 
Margo 
Leary & Lee 
D Parrish 

Congo 
Eddie Deas Ore 

Crawford House 
tay Phillips Ore 
Vddie Leonard 
Anne Richards 

Hamilburg’s 
Don Humbert Ore 
Ginger Gordon 

Hofbrau 

(Lawrence) 
Jimmie Hodges 

Hon Loy Doo 
Joe Marot Ore 

Hotel Imperial 
Cliff Jarvis Ore 

Hotel Statler 

(Terrace Room) 








Clyde Lucas Ore 

Lyn Lucas 

Johnny Voogdt 

Hotel Westminster 
(Blue Room) 

Karl Rhode Ore 


Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Barney Zeeman Ure 
Sophie Tucker 
Powers Gourand 
Ghezzi 

Readinger 2 
Herman Hyde 
Jimmy Blake 
Mildred Reed 

Jack Lynch Gls (6) 


Parrish Cafe 


Blanche Saunders 
Anna May Fisher 
Billy & Flo Gross 
PeeWee Gillett 

Jimmy Shore Ore 


Rendezvous 
Alan Gale 
Stamp’s Cafe 


Dean & Thomas 
Donna & Lanno 
Mimi Stewart 
Johnny Weish 

Gene Baylos 

Jack Hutchinson 
Irving Braslow Ore 


Silver Lake tno 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant Or 

3 Escorts 

Sally La Marr 
Jimmie Costello 
Daphne Stauffer 
Lana Mono 
Bob Ryan 


Dutkin’s Rathskeller 
Brittel Sis 


Pessy Duvan 
Marie Duval 
Sunny Nash 
Tippy Velez 
Viola Kiaiss Ore 
Frank Ponti 
1523 Locust 
Linda Ray 
Renee 
Dolores Merrill 
Peggy Bowen 
Gladys Crane 
Dave Layton 
Bubbles Shelby 
Swing King Ore 
21 Club 


Mitzi O'Neill 
Freddie Bernard 
Ruth Martin 
Joan Gardner .7 
Marty Landis Ore 
Viking Cafe 
Frankie Richardsos 
Suez & Mein 
Dot Landy 
Sis McCall 
Mildred Gilson 
Marion Lindsey 
Audrey Jordan 
Jerry Delmar Orc 
Village Barn 
Frank Hall 
Dolores O’ Neill 
Mildred King 
Diane & Winton 
Emerald Sis 
Hap. Valley Cowh'se 
Harry Wharton Ore 


Weher’s Hof Brae 
(Camden) 
touis Chalkin Ore 

Nino Carmino 

Kar] & Gretchen 
International 3 
Bavarians 
Eldoradians 
Ilse Hart 

Joe Romano 
Rudy Bruder 
Ray Miller 
Agnes Dwyer 
Willie Solar 
Al Bedell 
Mackie & Paul 


Yacht Club 


Kitty Helmling Ore 
Jimmy Bailey 

Olga Alanofft 
Worth Sis 

Hazel Eirch 
Marcia Lee 
Patricia Robinson 


BOSTON 


Knotty Pine Reom 
(Hotel Woodcock) 
Freddy Green Orc 


Merry-Go-Round 
(Copley Pl’za H’tel) 
Jimmy Avalone Ore 
Old Fashioned Cafe 
Neridda 

New Amer. Hotel 

(Lowell) 
Lou Clarke Ore 
Ort’s 
Billy Stone 
Sadie Perry 
Paradise Restaurant 

(Lawrence) 

Freddie Coombs Or 
Penthouse 

(Bradford Uotel) 
Frank Ward Ore 
Ken & Roy Page 
Deauville Bros 
Barbara Lynn 
Gls (8) 

Royal Palms 
Margie Dorello 
Ritz Cariton Hotel 
Bunny Berigan Ore 

Seville 
Don Rico Ore 

Sheraton Koom 
(Copley Pi'za H’tel) 
Walter Miller Ore 

Southland 


Jim Luneeford Ore 
Princess Orelia 
Pete Co 

Engagi 

Jimmy Skelton 

3 Phantoms 

Gis (8) 


_Steuben’s 
(Vienna Koom) 
Jack Fisber Ore 

Trocadero 

Al Booris Ore 





MILWAUKEE 


Bert Phillip’s 
Pep Babler Ore 
Ethel Seidel! 

Billy Knack’s 
Collen Hamilton 
Louis Streeter 

Blue Moon 
Jay Jayson 
Gale Parker 

Chateau Club 


Carlos & Dolores 
Ann Suter 


| John Poat 


Bros 


(Continued 


Andrini 


Clover Club 
Weber Ore 
Helen Rita 
Ruth Phillips 
Ellen Rookas 


Clab Madrid 


Jimmy Rotas Ore 
Joe Rio 

Mildred Perlea 
Drake & Mucha 
Phyllis Novak 


Club Terris 


Jack Teeter Ore 
Phil Kestin 
on page 58) 
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women and two men, score with foot 
| balancing on tall poles. Part of the 
| action takes place in the flies, which 
missed by balcony customers. _ 

Featured number by orchestra is 
‘Blue Rhythm Fantasy,’ in which all | 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Richard Leibert, Glee Club, Rock- is 
ettes, Jan Peerce, Mary Raye and) 
Naldi, Sunshine Sammy, Sleepy Wil-| 


liams. M. H. Orch., with Erno Rapee,, bandmen beat tempo on small drums | (17_G). 


attached to music racks, with Krupa | 


Mischa Violin, Lamar Idee .is good a. | 


conductor, associates; ‘Carefree’ holding the lead. 


Stringfield, 


quently here with film personages 
in the past. Main fault, as with 


STATE, N. Y. 
sonipainiion | most film people, lies in poor ma- 


; | terial. 

craig. re nO ee a heen Baeherts aeons a 
- opp a i >; Daley has ‘em rolling in the ais 

ee ee ene Tit her lame-brained antics and 

Ex-Follies performer’s 


| vocalizing. 
Five-act show holds to the tradi- parody on pop tunes, plus zany con- 


(RKO). reviewed in Variery Aug. cause of drum theme behind show, tion that this house has built through | tortions, et al, brings on deserved 


31. _but no melody follows and tune runs siert bookings. 


| extra long, « nding non-swing CUuSs- | 
_, | tomers to a psychopathic ward. | 
This is open season on salutes tO, Jeg Watson, Negro seat singer, 1s | 
Irving Berlin. There was one, oe ee 8 ag am te singin. | 
i 1 : t; ‘Midnig ide o au c | 
widsawale: pups baa reson eer sounds more like clatter of horse's | 
was broadcast more as a parade Of | }oofs than any articulate vocaliz- | 
egotists saluting themselves than a jng. Follows with a jam bit on | 
genuine gesture towards the com- slush-horn, then g0es into ano ner | 
; Ser: 5G ibberish vocal of ‘Mulberry Bush. 
poser. Leonidoff organization at the |! Krupa has talented aggregation 
Music Hall has committed no such} put band needs front man or mM. C. 
offense against good taste. It’s Irv-| Krupa oly eens part ee. < 
Ban? ~ i cto nouncements from paper he in | 
ing Berlin's music all the — | plain sight of audience. Set also 
A good deal of affectionate devo-' joads lighting. 
tion went into this presentation. By Biz good at last show Fridav (23). 
the 9 p.m. frolic Thursday (22) it Kiley. 
was tight as a shoelace, handsomely 
mounted and dressed throughout. 
That turns the beam momentarily 








on Willa Van, Marco Montedoro and | 
Hattie Rogge. Blends of color in! 
fabrics and designs are set off by | 
Bruno Maine’s backgrounds, 

Vin Lindhe’s glee clubmen con-, 
tinue to act unlike themselves. Or | 
maybe they are just newly becoming | 
themselves. Once they are living | 
statues as rigid as the Buckingham 
Palace guards. .They occasionally | 
pace off a fixed number of steps to} 


the left, then to the right, then re-/| indefinite stay, give body and color | tine. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 





Washington, Sept. 24. 
The Commoders, Barr & Estes, 
Stan Kavanagh, Starnes & Anavan, | 





Chester Hale Girls (24); ‘Lucky | 
Star’ (20th). 
Twenty-four Chester Hale Girls, 


who have been booked by house for 


encores. Senor Wenches, ventrilo- 

Benny Fields, who created the quist and juggler, offers a clever 
crooning precedent, is back after a, different routine. Tops it off with 
10-month lapse and gets a big re- some quiet wit while spinning plates. 
ception. For at least 30 minutes he Lafayette and La Verne’s snappy 
dallied to the delight of Saturday’ Apache number, in closing, is in- 
(24) nighters and the show ran) troed by house line, which also con- 
overtime on the fourth of the day’s tributes two other neat routines 
five performances. during 50-minute show. 

State’s show is something of a Condos Bros. maintain standard of 
family affair with Jesse Block and| taps shown on previous occasions 
wife, Eve Sully, on the bill, too.) here. Sam Jack Kaufman batons pit 
Miss Sully insists she’s the m.c. and|band through overture, besides 
Block doesn’t object, wisely, it}m.c.’ing show. Frank Connors, house 
seems. They start mildly in stride| tenor, turns in pop following over- 
and introduce Fred Craig, Jr., ‘devil} ture. | 
with the numbers.’ Craig holds the} Fair crowd at early show Friday 
house spellbound, writing figures evening (23). Pete. 
upside-down on a series of black-) 
boards. His type of act is disap- | 
pearing from  vaude, _ therefore) 


HIPP, BALTO 


doubly welcome. 
‘Your Minstrel Man,’ Fields, with) 


|suave style, ever-folding opera hat | 


and little bamboo cane, is one of the 
positive personalities of the present- | 
day stage. He can do without sugar, | 
he says, but not without ‘My Walk- | 


{ing Stick.’ His ‘Now It Can Be Told’ | 


and ‘Sentimental Story’ are gems of 
their kind and so is “‘Delovely.’ ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band’ tops his rou- 
It brings him back for several 


form for another group photograph.! to a talent-filled 11th Anniversary | encores and, of course, the inevitable 


They are singers. That’s admitted. 
But are they actors? 
gag up the ‘Tin Pan Alley’ medley 
this week with comic by-play, pan- 
tomimic mood-setting and general 
moving about. It’s progress of a 
notable sort. Marble continues com- 


ing to life. ‘On the Road to Manda- | 
lay’ (may it get mislaid in the li-| each girl take football and march 


brary!) is again forgiven. 


A clever way of showing off the} lege 
mannequins is provided by represent- | modores 


ing intermission in front of a thea- 
‘tre. 


| about while offstage voice states col- | at 
Eight Com- |? 


Watch the | Revue; with has plenty of ideas but | 
atc m |! 


never seems to hit the mark, at show | 
caught, before a cold audience. 

Bili opens with football overture, 
which goes right into first number, 
with gals in colored shorts repre- | 
senting various colleges. Much 
wasted time consumed by having 


she represents. 


prance on to take center 


|mike and warble ‘Something About | 
Sunshine Sammy and Sleepy | 


A Soldier’ and ‘Ride, Tenderfoot, | 


Williams, two Negro youths, begin a and Estes out for nut hoof- | Ann Pritchard and Jack Lord with a 


by working as sidewalk huskers, 


with their baeks to the audience.| ing that’s clever and patter which 
Pair perform an assortment of acro- | 
batics while keeping up a locomotive | 
pace in hoofing. They register sol- | 


idly. 

Mary Raye and Naldi come on in 
the subsequent scene to arouse a 
burst of admiration, not alone for 
what the audience sees in a finished 
performance of ultra-smoothness, but 
in the unseen hours of grueling re- 
hearsal and vreative dancing show- 
manship that such composure sug- 
gests. Here is not one, or a few, but 
a whole basketful of unusual lifts, 
leaps and steps. It would be a dense 
and purblind audience indeed that, 
without knowing the fine points of 
technique, did not spontaneously 
recognize the sheer muscular dis- 





isn’t. Full 


| ballroom routine that earns 
stage again for gypsy | {feature billing Show at this per- 


‘Thanks a Million,” which really 
speeded him into the limelight. He 
also gives out with 
Baby’ and only 


| Sully come on again to relieve him 
| does Fields get off. 


The duo get their 
then, changing their pace adroitly. 
‘Thanks for the Memory’ highlights 


\for the pair, who had not appeared | 
years. | 
{Laughter is their theme and ‘that’s 


the State for three 
what they get over. 
The unusual Six Honeys close with 


dancing and acrobatics. Opening are 


them 


oa 2 in- 
campfire number, Commodores giy- | formance ran an hour and 20 min 


ing ’em ‘Smoke Dreams’ while gals 
flit about walloping tambourines. 
Curtains close and reopen on dark- 
ened stage for Starnes and Anavan 
adagio bit, effect of having girl and 
two men in phosphorescent costume 
with invisible third stalwart step- 
ping in to hold dame in midair be- 
ing first real punch of show. Stan 
Kavanagh follows with juggling of 
balls and clubs. Even Kavanagh, 
who is local favorite, couldn’t get 
even more than a mild titter, where | 





he usually gets roars, at this show. | 
Full stage again, with Commodores | 


tearing through ‘We Are the Mus- 
keteers’ and the ensemble clicking 


cipline involved. The Music Hall) i" Spectacular fencing routine fin- 


hails them as talent worthy of en-| ishing the show. Biz fair. 


thusiasm. 
- For their workout this week the 
Rockettes are doing the Yam, from 
the dance routine in ‘Carefree,’ star- 
ring Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers. 
This has the girls bibbed-and-tucked 
in shoe-bows, arm-gloves, hip-frills 
and general pertness. Routine is cal- 
culated to break down the toughest 
critics. For a touch of added show- 
manship, girls remain on stage to 
quietly beat out a hot tempo as the 
opening series of credits for ‘Care- 
free’ comes on. It’s a brilliant, final 
touch, warming and perfectly car- 
ried through. 

Other items are Richard Leibert’s 
organ and Jan Peerce’s solo. Land. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Sept. 24. 
Gene Krupa Orch, Irene Daye, 
Leo Watson, Bob King, Antaleka 
(6), Smith, Rogers & Eddy; ‘Meet 
the Girls’ (20th). 








Gene Krupa’s is a solid sender on 
the skins, 14-piece band. Running 
mostly to brass, it’s a big session 
for the alligators all the way, with 
58 minutes devoted to unrestrained 
jive. Cats in the audience take it 
big, but more sedate customers are 
a little bewildered by the cacophony, 
High platform set has Krupa cen- 
tered and spotlighted on all band 
numbers, with band’s doghouse 
thumper stepping down to handle 
stick for acts and vocalists. 

Band opens with neat arrange- 
ment of ‘Don’t Be That Way’ and 
goes into medley of ‘Now It Can Be 
Told,’ ‘Change Partners’ and ‘What 
Goes On Here in My Heart.’ For 
these, crew turns almost legit, go- 
ing out of this world later on 
strictly swing tunes. 

Deuce held by Smith, Rogers and 
Eddy, two men, who do comedy 
dancing, and girl, who feeds their 
pantomime and contributes second- 
rate tap on her own. Followed by 
orchestra in swing tune with Krupa 
shining on brush work at the snares. 

Irene Daye garners. enthusiastic 
salvo with her rendition of ‘You 
Go to My Head,’ ‘You’ve Got to 
Swing’ and ‘So Help Me.’ Band then 
gives out on ‘You Know That I 
Know.’ Bob King does a ventrilo- 
quist turn, two dummies, first with a 
feminine Charlie McCarthy: other, 


“a very tiny figure in sailor suit. Gags 


are old and King was_ having 
trouble remembering his lines at 
show caught. Six Antaleks, four 


Craig. 


CENTURY, BALTO 


Baltimore, Sept. 25. 
Don Albert House Orch (40), Roy 
Smeck, Preble & Branson, 3 Drews; 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G). 








Second attempt at newly devised 
‘musical divertissement’ stage flash, 
still must be rated neither fish nor 
fowl. It’s certainly not vaude in the 
accepted sense, nor is it a presenta- 
tion. Therein lies its inherent weak- 
ness, 


deal with the local musical union, 


which permits a scale of $35 per 
man, and restricted to such special- 
ties that may be termed ‘musical in- 
terpretation,’ development of idea 
will take further experimentation to 
correctly guage its possibilities. 

Not as long-haired in the selection 
of musical repertoire as the first at- 
tempt, current program calls for de- 
cidedly lighter treatment and more 
| popular appeal. This may be a step 

in the right direction, but a potpouri 
of excerpts only must disappoint 
strictly musical auditors, and lets the 
vaude fans down as well. A skill- 
fully selected musical rendition in 
its entirety, plus one or two fully 
developed and sock solo spots, rather 
than the conglomeration now at- 
tempted, might be one of the an- 
swers. 

Orchestra on graduated platforms, 
opens the show with ‘Park Ave. Fan- 
tasy’ and ‘Oriental Nocturne’ after 
which Preble and Branson sell a 
Neapolitan medley. More orchestral 
stuff precedes the 3 Drews. Two 
boys and girl, at miniature piano in 
pit, dressed a la collegiate, give out 
with seat vocals of ‘Dipsey Doodle’ 
and swing arrangement of ‘Old Mill 
Stream,’ just fair. 

Toy Trumpet’ puts orchestra in 
nice groove and sets good spot for 
Roy Smeck, also spotted in pit and 
strong with standard electric steel 
guitar arrangements of pop medley. 
Follows with impression of Bill 
Robinson, deftly finger-tapped. on 
stringless uke. ‘Moon Over Dixie’ 
by orchestra closes pleasingly. 

Biz big, but still no indication of. 
drawing power of new attempt 
at flesh because of marquee strength 
of ‘Boys Town.’ Don Albert guest 
conducts the house orchestra with 





showmanship.” Gene Ford’s produc- 
tion also good. Burm. 


utes, about 10 minutes over schedule. 
Ibee. 


PALACE, COLUMBUS 


Columbus, Sept. 24. 
ZaSu Pitts, Cliff Hall, Red Skel- 
ton, Edna Stillwell, Helene Denizon, 
Texas Jim Lewis’s Lone Star Cow- 
boys, 12 American Rockets; ‘Four’s 
a Crowd’ (WB). 











With ZaSu Pitts for the marquee 
anc Red Skelton to carry the show, 
Manager Harry Schreiber should 
have no worries with the fall in- 
itialer of the RKO house’s now-and- 
then stage policy. 

Skelton, a hard worker, m.c.’s the 
five acts and breaks his own turn 
into three parts as well as keeping 
the show moving at a fast pace with 
his clowning. Takeoff on a woman 
dressing is his first solo. Midway 
he does his dunking routine. which 
he did in ‘Having Wonderful Time’ 
(RKO), and for the windup, a series 
of embarrassing moments, with the 
assistance of a blonde stooge, Edna 
Stillwell. 


Cliff Hall introduces and straights | 


for Miss Pitts. Hollywood come- 
dienne tries to take her turn out of 
the usual personal appearance grind 





by adding a couple songs to the! 


customary Bab and gags. but fails 


Given only 20 minutes by a special | to get laughs. 





to register solidly. A trick hat helps 
Songs are a recita- 
tion number about her fluttering 
hands, followed by ‘A-Tisket.’ Texas 
Jim Lewis’s Cowboys are on to as- 
sist with the latter. 

Five cowboys brought on with a 
courtesy line for NBC. A novel 
turn for this house, the swing hill- 
billies score for laughs as wl as 


deling, train whistle imitation and 
a washboard contraption fitted out 
with horns and bells and called a 
‘Texas hootinanny.’ 

Helene Denizon keeps her solo 
dance routine laudably brief. Ifs 
good but she’s smart not to. drag it 
out because of its limited appeal. 
Twelve American Rockets. six men, 
six girls, open show with a Ha- 
waiian dance and are on again for 
the finale. Biz good. Otis. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Sept. 23. 
Dansonettes (16), Condos Bros. 
(2), Senor Wenches, Hugh Herbert, 
Cass Daley, Lafayette & La Verne, 
Sam Jack Kaufman house orch, 
Frank Connors; ‘Straight, Place and 
Show’ (20th). 








Advance postings notwithstanding, 
current acts finish in about this 
order: Cass Daley, straight; Hugh 
Herbert, place, and Senor Wenches, 
show. Even at. that it’s nose-and- 
nose for the last two spots. 

Herbert’s skit, something about a 
befuddled guy trying to send a tele- 
gram, not only fails to show his 


‘woo-woo’ stuff to best advantage, 
but likewise is pretty hackneyed. 
Film comedian dishes out couple of 
jokes, not: too original, and takes a 
bow with nis wife.: Herbert isn’t to 
be blamed too much for cool recep- 





tion, for thet has been the case fre- 


‘Melancholy | 
when Block and} 


best stuff in| 


getting a good hand for their yo-| 


Baltimore, Sept. 25. 
Ina Ray Hutton Orch, Steve 
Evans, Novak & Fay, Emily Van 
Loesen, Winsted Boys & Elaine Mer- 
rit; ‘I Am Law’ (Col). 





Current setup looks like nice lay- 
out on paper but skids a bit in its 
| playing. Ina Ray Hutton’s band, on 
throughout, presents a nice flash but 
should adjust itself with better con- 
trasted repertoire of shorter num- 
bers. It’s difficult to stress brass in 
an all-girl ensemble and that seems 
the inadvisable aim of the Hutton 
style. 
| Off to swingy opener, band goes 
| into too-long medley, which includes 
vocals, instrumental solos and sec- 
tional interludes. Makes good spot 
for Emily Van Loesen, who’s in fair 
waltz acro. Vocal by Miss Hutton, 
‘You Go to My Head,’ follows and is 
nicely received. 

The Winsted Boys and Elaine Mer- 
| rit scat sing to accompaniment of 
| Guitars of the two boys. ‘Lullaby in 
Rhythm,’ ‘Small Fry’ and ‘A-Tisket’ 
;earn a begoff. Band number next 
| builds with Novak and Fay, dead-pan 
| hand balancers in hayseed outfits, 
who work smoothly for a flock of 
| laughs and cash in with okay com- 
|edy panto. 
| “Steve Evans follows more band 
stuff and goes to town with his im- 
pressions of Hugh Herbert, Joe E. 
Brown. a hunky on a tear and Mus- 
solini. Encore of contrasted dramatic 
stuff, impersonation of late Lon 
|Chaney, scores strongly. Evans re- 
\placed Marjorie Gainsworth who 
pulled out after first show Friday 
(23) after a tiff with the Hutton style 
of music accomp. Scream number 
iby band closes. Biz just fair open- 
ing day. Burm, 


FOX, PHILLY 








. Philadelphia, Sept. 23. 
Dorothy Franey, Douglas Duffy, 
| Norton Wait, Frances Johnson, Dick 
|& Irene Meister, Bobby Hearn & 
Ballet (12) Loretta Lee, Frank & 
Pete Trado, Adolphe Kornspan 
House Orch; ‘Straight, Place and 
Show’ (20th). 


| Fox this sesh presents one reason 
| why its experiment with vaude dur- 
ing the past four weeks has laid an 
egg and will be dropped following 
Ina Ray Hutton’s appearance next 
week, Except for the first week, 
shows in many ways have been 
drawbacks to the normal Fox audi- 
ence instead of added attractions to 
| bolster the film. 

| Good example: is the present 
;combo, It’s all right in its way, but 
it has neither names enough to at- 
|tract the mob nor sufficient enter- 
| tainment value to maintain the in- 
| terest of the audience, which comes 
| predominantly to see the film. 

| ‘American Ice Carnival’ is bright 
in some spots, weak in most and 
| pretty slow throughout. Its limita- 
| tions lie in non-name value and in- 
adequate room. Outstanding is the 
military number performed by the 
{ballet gals, dressed in attractive 
| Scotch kiltie uniforms. Ballet, while 
| pretty fair, is on too frequently 
| though. Femmes, on a whole, are 
ve and work in swell precision. 

An interesting flash is given by 
Bobby Hearn, barrel jumper, who, 
despite the tiny space, gets up 
enough speed to vault six of the tubs. 
Douglas Duffy exhibs some swell ice- 
slashing, but his rendition of the 
drunk has been done to a frazzle, 
both on and off skates. Dick and 
Irene Meister, in their figure-skating 
duets, graceful but lack personality. 
Norton Wait, in a skating exhibit, is 
young and a nice looker, but appears 
clumsy. Dorothy Franey, star of the 
show, is a speed skater but naturally 
can’t be expected to do much on the 
limited space. Frances Johnson is 
just another skater. 

Preceding the show, the Fox pre- 
sents Frank and Pete Trado and 
Loretta Lee, CBS chirper. Trado 
Bros, are fair, although their routine 
of two people in a dark theatre is 
overlong. Their tall man, in which 
one brother sits on the other’s 
shoulders, with a gigantic overcoat 
covering them, is good. Miss Lee is 
most powerful on the bill, although 
hampered in warbling by the 35- 
niece symphony outfit. She’s a 
looker and is especially hot on “Tiger 
Rag.’ Herb. 

















| 


| 
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STRAND, N. Y. 


Ethet Merman, Jan Garber orch 
(19), Patricia Norman, Rudy Rudix 
sill, Fritz Heilbron, Lee Bennet, 
Serge Flash, Lorraine and Rogman; 
‘Garden of the Moon’ (WB), re. 
viewed in last week’s issue. 


—_—---—-- 


The sweet and the hot make a 
good b.o. combo at the Strand, with 
‘Garden of the Moon’ (WB) oy 
screen. Jan Garber is the long-un- 
derwear dansapation attraction, in 
itself a novelty in these days of the 
52d street idiom, and Ethel Merman 
is the rhythmic super-saleswoman of 
song. Garber’s been away from 
Broadway for about a dozen years, 
and Miss Merman was last ‘noticed’ 
in Vartety with Al Siegal, in 1939, 
hence both are encoring under New 
Acts. 

In 1924, when Garber is first re. 
corded in this paper’s annals, he was 
of the Garber-Davis band; in 1926 
he essayed his first solo billing as aq 
maestro. Through the cycles of 
symphonized syncopation to killer- 
dillering, he’s been doing all right 
even though his present attempts at 
stage showmanship leave something 
wanting. 

The show in toto is a well-knit 
unit of surefire talent. Most notable 
are Jean Lorraine and Roy Rogman 
with their expert comedy and 
knockabout, of the type which be- 
speaks seasoning and long-tutoring 
before living audiences, since com- 
edy acts require that spark for 
proper smoothing and kneading. Miss 
Lorraine is a_ particularly clever 
comedienne, a cinch for any smart 
revue and very worthwhile Holly- 
wood timber. She has looks, a nice 
chassis, despite the fact her comedy 
hokum calls for considerable contor- 
tive exaggeration, and can work, 
seemingly, as legit as she does 
clowningly. There’s more dividends 
clowning, so she’s on the right track. 
Her vis-a-vis, Roy Rogman, is chiefly 
a straight. Her entrance with the 
pooch as neckpiece is laugh No, 1 
and there are plenty thereafter. 
Their ‘Blue Danube’ is by now the 
classic highlight of their routine. 
Withal, a good low comedy entry for 
anybody’s rostrum or cafe floor. 

Patricia Norman, who came to at- 
tention with her somewhat startling 
vocalisthenics of ‘Old Man Mose,’ 
with the Eddy Duchin band on a 
Brunswick waxing, is opposish to 
her ex-maestro at the Broadway 
Paramount, by fitting into the Gar- 
ber combo. Her swing-billy med- 
ley is akin to the one Durelle Alex- 
ander did with Duchin before she 
dropped out and Nan Wynn suc- 
ceeded her, and this is, of course, 
explained probably by both girls 
working with the same maestro in 
the past. Both also do ‘Mose,’ but 
Miss Norman’s energetic and pep- 
pery manner of working, further 
linked with the recording name 
value, takes on an extra shade of 
significance. She’s a comely song- 
stress and, unlike many of the chirp- 
ers with the bands who get all the 
breaks of presentation but rarely 
come through importantly, Miss 
Norman bespeaks of rosier pros- 
pects. 

Only other act is Serge Flash, 
standard juggler, who, as Flach, 
when he first came over, made much 
of the fact he’s the first ofay to par 
the Jap technique of jugglery. That 
was in the g.o. days of vaude, but 
somehow that doesn’t mean as muc 
these days. Lee Bennet of the Gar- 
ber combo, along with Rudy Rudi- 
sill and Fritz Heilbron have solo op- 
portunities, former being best known 
for his vocal solos on radio and disk. 

Harry Gourfain, who is staging the 
shows here this week, employs & 
sliding bandstand to attain greater 
depth, and as a buildup for Miss 
Merman, augmented Garber’s regular 
band of 11 with extra men. ; 

Miss Merman climaxes the hour's 
presentation with a bell-ringing 
cycle of standout warbling in her 
now w.k. superlative manner. Biz 
good opening night. Abel. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago. Sept. 24. 
Rolly & Berna Pickard, Sonny 
Lamont & Betty Burgess, Sammy 
White, Lynn Chalmers, Oswald 
Co. with Ernie Stanton; ‘Men Are 
Such Fools’ (WB). 








Looked like it was going to be a 
show of unbilled impersonations 
from the way the lineup started. 
Rolly Pickard did plenty of Will 
Mahoney and Sonny Lamont tossed 
up just a bit of Will Demarest. But 
otherwise, the Pickard couple has 
good solid variety idea in their stilt 
work, mob going for the shagging 
and truckin’. Lamont is recently 
back from the Coast with Betty 
Burgess, who sings and hoofs. La- 
mont tops the act with his acro- 
batics and comedy. 

Sammy White whams home 4 
smash comedy hoofing turn, necess!- 
tating an encore before he can get 
away. Lynn Chalmers supplies the 
s.a. and tonsil-work, and proves to 
the liking of this audience with her 
pops. Has to encore, too. ” 

Oswald, with Ernie Stanton and ' 
femme foil, finales the show wW! 
solid comedy. ’ 

Biz good last show Friday (23). 


Golc 











various 
cession 
(New . 
The 
into sc 
and Lo 
ago, th 
(Stone 
harmo! 
yet dc 
out its 
too lon 
The | 
out of 
when < 
for Fi 
carry 
enough 
on the 
dox al 
Ravel’s 
proach 
Abb 
had do 
near t) 
concer 
laughs 
others 
spottec 
medley 
with 
Majore 
over f 
Busi 


RK 


Jerr’ 
Brown 
house 
(WB); 


This 
bandv: 
right | 
will m 
situate 
House 
cliente 
of wh 
Policy 
only, § 

Cur! 
light, 
cessfu 
dropp¢ 

Pres 
pacing 
flashie 


z —_- 





| 


ee rato 





Wednesday, September 28, 


1938 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 
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= 
ROXY, N. Y. 


Abbott & Lou Costello, Flor- 
egy Alvarez, Radio Aces, Earl & 
Frances, Collegiate Majorettes, Gae 
Foster Girls, Paul Ash house orch; 
‘Hold That Co-Ed’ (20th), reviewed 


in this issue. 








A long and generally tiresome 
stage show accompanies ‘Hold That 
Co-Ed’ (20th), comedy grid subject, 
which with the dressing added, in- 
cluding a fashion short, newsreels 
and trailers, almost compels one to 
scream for the end. 

Paul Ash’s departure from pit to 
stage, with his orchestra, is a pleas- 
ing change but otherwise the usual 





routine show persists. Ash m.c.’s 
and, at the beginning, announces the 
various acts that will appear. Pro- 
cession opens with Earl and Frances | 
(New Acts), tap dancers. 

The 50-minute stage session runs} 
into some laughs with Bud Abbott) 
and Lou Costello, here about a year} 
ago, then switches to the Radio Aces | 
(Stoner Bros. and Drake), trio of | 
harmony singers. They're not bad, | 
yet don’t sock either. Act wears| 
out its welcome by sticking around | 
too long. 

The Gae Foster chorus girls, badly | 
out of line and acting very tired 
when caught, serve as intro medium | 
for Florence and Alvarez, who also} 
carry the clock too far. A fair} 
enough act, fair attempt to improve | 
on the Bolero with a very unortho-| 
dox arrangement of their own but'! 
Ravel's classic remains unap- 
proachable. 

Abbott and Costello, who earlier | 
had done a slapstick routine, return | 


near the close for a play on words| 
concerning baseball figures. Act gets 
laughs and easily outdistances all 
others on the show. Radio Aces, 
spotted with the band, go into a 
medley of college songs for the finale 
with the Foster line while the 
Majorettes, baton-wielders, are held 
over from the prior show. 
Business light Friday night (23). 
Char. 


RKO 58TH ST., N. Y. 


Jerry Baker, Jack & Alyce, Edith 
Brown, Lois Leonard, Anthony Tosca | 
house orch (13); ‘Four Daughters’ | 
(WB); ‘Speed to Burn’ (20th). 











This show is another copy of the 
bandvaude trend and a step in the 
right direction. Whether or not it 
will mean anything at this peculiarly 
situated house is another thing. 
House can draw both a middle-class 
clientele and also the smart set, both 
of whom are in the neighborhood. 
Policy is weekend vaude, two days 
only, Saturday and Sunday. 

Current bill, with two pictures, is 
light, and used as a feeler. If suc- 
cessful, it will expand, with one film 
dropped. 

Present show is well-lighted, but 
pacing could be better. Needs a 
flashier start, which second act, Jack 
and Alyce, could supply. Anthony 
Tosca’s band also should be spread 
out more over the large stage. 

Band, a former nitery crew, is 
pienty strong for such a house, but 
there again the clientele comes into 
consideration. A swingy aggrega- 
tion, with good arrangements, a de- 
Pparture for most house bands, this 
crew may not be what the oldsters 


want. Youngsters, though, ate it up 
at first show Saturday after- 
noon (24), 


Band's pretty loud in solos, having 

two trombones, three trumpets, four 
sSaxes plus bass, piano and drums. 
Plays wel! for the show, though. 
: After Tosca’s swing opening with 
Alexander’s Ragtime Band,’ rest of 
32-minute show gets started with 
Edith Brown (New Acts), mimic. 
Jack and Alyce (New Acts), fast 
tapsters, follow and are best bets on 
bill. Band vocalist, Lois Leonard, 
brunet, makes a nice appearance and 
sings ‘Now It Can Be Told’ well. 

Jerry Baker, radioite and some- 
thing of a local fave, then on with 
a medley of ‘Music, Maestro,’ ‘So 
Help Me’ and ‘Change Partners’ 
from latest Astaire-Rogers film, 
Carefree’ (RKO). Loses some at- 
traction of his pleasant baritoning 
‘because he shifts about on his feet 
too much. 

Band show closes with a ‘Bugle 
Call Rag’ that goes way out in an- 
other world and has gallery kids 
stomping. Tosca introes the acts, 
and while making a poor m.c., is 
showmanly while batoneering. 

Last year, house tried Opportunity 
Night (acts for free) but the union 
and bookers beefed, which ended 
that. There was also an attempt at 
vaude but mediocre acts killed that, 
too. Hurl. 





STRAND, BROOKLYN 


Teddy King house orch (12), 
Three Sophisticated Ladies, Frank 
Paris, Frances Faye, Slate Bros. (3) 


with Fay Carroll; ‘The Gladiator’ 
(Col), 


Looks like vaudeville is on the 
Way to permanency in Brooklyn 
®gain. Its second week here this 


season is i j Ox- 
Office doing nicely at the b 








suitable pictures weekly at this 
Brooklyn theatre. New setup of one 
good second-run and vaude enables 
management to book half as many 
films annually, ostensibly giving spot 
a better break on product. 

Apparently; plan is to bring in 
acts from Strand and Loew’s State, 
on Broadway, and night club names. 
Theatre can’t afford to compete for 
name bands and consequently will 
strive to .develop house orchestra 
under Teddy King. 

Management seemingly wants to 
appeal to jitterbugs with Frances 
Faye. She’s okay and personable, 
but, oddly enough it’s only when she 
vocals straight that she garners 
heaviest applause. Introduced as 
the ‘miss from 52d street,’ Miss Faye 
indicates she’s under wraps. Opener 
is ‘Za Zu Zaz,’ for which she’s noted, 
followed by ‘A-Tisket,’ accompany- 
ing self on piano. After putting over 
‘Weekend of a Private Secretary’ 
with trimmings, Miss Faye follows 
with ‘Old Man Mose.’ Encores with 
straight ‘Music, Maestro,’ which 
really sells her. 

Slate Bros., recently at State, N.Y., 
get by with much of their clowning. 
Fay Carroll, stately blonde, foils for 
many of their best gags. “True Con- 
fession’ offers her a chance to dis- 
play torchy warbling. 





King, m.c., is improved from his 
opening week's effort and consider- 
ably better than last season. Directs 
virtually the same house orchestra 
he did last year here, five brasses in | 
12-piece combo making for hefty | 
voume. Main fault of orchestra is 
leaning too heavily on brass. King 
offers three soloists orches- | 


tra. including drummer pounding} 
+] 





44 Ulli 


‘Rhythm Mister Drummer Man,’| 
after he tries vocalizing it. Idea of| 
| getting audience to guess what | 


drummer is pounding is excellent} 
but fails to jell because of difficulty | 
to tag onto tunes. 

Three Sophisticated Ladies, Flo} 
Neil, Bella Lyons and Renee Randal, 
in opening spot, click as they did 
recently at Manhattan’s Strand. 
Tapstering, acrobatics and rough- 
house clowning have been tightened 
since N.Y. showing. 

Frank Paris’ marionettes go across 
well, Manipulating figures of Vera 
Zorina, Walt Disney’s Dopey, Jose- 
phine Baker, a jitterbug he calls 
‘Polyhotcha,’ and Sonja Henie go 
over solidly. Ice skating by Henie 
doll drew biggest applause at show 


caught. He’s also from the N. Y. 
trand, Entire setup runs 60 min- 
utes. Wear. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Andy Kirk Orch with Mary Lou 
Williams, Pha Terrell, June Rich- 








| it stands or falls on 





mond, Moke & Poke, Pigmeat, Diane 
& De Campo, Five Shades of Rhy- 
thm, George Wiltshire, Jimmie Bas- 
kette, House Line (16); ‘Reforma- 
tory’ (Col). 





It’s clicko week at the Apollo with 
Pigmeat, a frequent entertainer 
here, back in the lineup, and Andy 
Kirk’s orchestra (Band Reviews) 
beating it out on its third appear- 
ance here. Current offering is one 
of the best house has had lately, 
being lively, compact and weil- 
paced. 

With Moke and Poke (New Acts), 
funny youngsters from Baltimore; 
June Richmond, who'll be with Cab 
Calloway for the reopening of the 
Cotton Club, New York, aid Pig- 
meat, plus latter’s straights, George 
Wiltshire and Jimmie  Baskette, 
there’s plenty of real comedy. House 
line, too, is much improved over 
recent showings. ; 

Pigmeat is the pet of Apollo audi- 
ences, and they giggle if he just 
shows his noggin. Appreciation is 
well merited, too. He’s on in several 
spots, best of which is his first, a 
pantomime bit, with the finale find- 
ing him cracking a safe to cop a 
pin for his pants. Follows it later 
with a blackout, nicely done, but not 
as effective as the opener. Five 
Shades of Rhythm are in between, 
including a hi-de-ho singer, backed 
by a sax, guitar, piano and bass 
violin. Except for the singer, who’s 
unbilled, turn doesn’t seem to have 
much to recommend it, but it clicks 
anyway. Bass twanger also trips out 
for a tap, but it’s the vocalist who 
really gets over. : 

House has made some improve- 
ments in the pony line, apparent in 
several spots, notably one in which 
it backs Diane and De Campo, who 
open with a semi-rhumba, and re- 
turn in straight ballroom stuff. In 
the latter girls decked out in blue 
and white beaded attire, wave large, 
red fans. Diane and partner are 
smooth and make excellent appear- 
ance in front of black drop on full 
stage. 7 

Although not part of the Kirk set- 
up, Miss Richmond works with it 
here. Once with Jimmy Dorsey, 
she’s appearing here with Calloway’s 
okay. She mixes her vocals with 
impromptu terps and sets herself 
solidly with the customers. Voice 
and style are suitable for most any 
type of tune. Swings ‘Weekend of 
a Private Secretary,’ ballads ‘What 
Do You Know About Love?’ and 
begs off with ‘Darktown Strutter’s 
Ball.’ Even then the customers are 

ath to let her go. 

Siery Lou Williams is the band’s 





Since many metropolitan houses 
began dualing on a wholesale scale, 
it had become tough to dig up two 


pianist and Pha Terrell its vocalist, 





‘both covered under Kirk’s band re- 
view. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 24. 
Kay Kyser Orch, Virginia Simms, 
Ish Kabibble, Sully Mason, Harry 
Babbitt; ‘Garden of the Moon’ (WB). 








_Kay Kyser has gone a long way 
since he left here a couple of years 
ago after an eight-month engage- 
ment at the William Penn hotel. And 
it’s not hard to understand why, 
either. The bespectaced maestro, in 
addition to his crack radio show, has 
developed a_ stage entertainment 
that’s among the topnotchers. 

Show is merely an elaboration of 
Kyer’s air program fitted to the foot- 
lights. There’s an informality about 
the whole entertainment that sifts 
contagiously through the pews. 
Never has a Stanley audience en- 
joyed itself more completely. 

All this can’t be attributed to the 
fact that Kyser’s more or less con- 
sidered a local product. He gained 


popularity here for some time pre-| 


ceding his network click but then 
again Smoky City payees are usu- 
ally pretty apathetic to home-town- 
ers. It’s all in the Kyser manner. 
With success have come showman- 
ship, assurance and an infectiously 
antic style that set him definitely 
apart from the usual band leaders. 
Chef secret lies in Kyser’s apparent 
enjoyment of the proceedings him- 
self; he’s all over the stage and get- 
ting a big bang out of everything. 





Kyser on his own is practicaliy the | 


whole works. Orchestra is all right, 
but not too much above average, and 


Sten ere 
Loe 4 


atcneer’s 
sonality. First half hour is devoted 
to regulation band stuff, with Kyser 
holding court in slick fashion, with 
latter section going to the musical 
quiz in which six ticket-holders are 
drafted from the audience and fight 


it out for first and second prizes of | 


$5 and $2.50. Remaining four get a 
pair of ducats each to the theatre. 

The quiz stuff produces a barrel- 
ful of laughs, all due to Kyser, as- 
sisted in part by the boys on the 
stand. He gets his contestants to 
loosen up, clowns around with them 
without ever growing offensive and 
generally makes them feel they’re as 
responsible for the unit’s click as 
he is. Mob eats it up here. 

In the opening half, too, Kyser is 
everywhere, wise-cracking, whoop- 
ing up a novelty presentation of ‘Hi 
Silver’ in hoss opry fashion and get- 
ting the gang out front in his corner 
before the curtains have had a 
chance to stay put. Specialists with 
the band are Virginia Simms, looker 
with oodles of appeal and a corking 
vocalist; Harry Babbitt, personality- 
plus crooner; Sully Mason, kicking 
off a crack novelty, ‘Stop Beating 
Around the Mulberry Bush,’ and Ish 
Kabibble, dead-pan comedian, who’s 
always been and still is a Kyser 
standby. 

Despite fact that opening show 
went on an hour before noon for 
first time here, house full at break. 

Cohen. 


Roxy, Salt Lake City 


Salt Lake City, Sept. 24. 
Grace Johnson, Jackie Fields, 
Doris Myston, Alexander Micucci, 
Bert & Betty, Billy Irons, O’Brien & 
Goldberg, Billu Broadway, Joe & 
Marie Smith, Bill Floor house orch; 
‘Saturday’s Heroes’ (RKO), 








Major Bowes’ current unit, ‘Inter- 
collegiate Revue,’ whose personnel 
was supposedly recruited from 
American rah-rah institutions, pre- 
sents a variety bill, but its length, 
64 minutes, robs the show of brisk 
pacing, which sold previous tyro 
units at this vaudfilmer. 

Bill Floor’s regular house band 
opens with a medley of college pops, 
with entire outfit on stage for a brief 
warbling session. Grace Johnson, 
blonde and statuesque, m.c.’s nicely, 
doubling effectively as a_ torcher, 
aided by novel musical arrange- 
ments. 

Ice-breaking tyro is redheaded 
Jackie Fields, whose forte is opera- 
tic airs on varied harmonicas. 
Youth, apparently green before a 
packed house, appeared nervous at 
the offset of show caught but gained 
confidence as he caught his second 
breath. O.K. for an opener. Bert 
and Betty, mixed team, has ’em 
vociferously palm-patting as they 
produce music with a pair of drum 
sticks on all the stage props. Pair 


‘have latent talent and of the two 


standout acts, theirs by a narrow 
margin, is best received. 

Doris Myston, the ‘mascot’ of the 
unt, displays senior talent in tapping 
while ropeskipping and precision 
cloggery. Moppet’s costume hinders 
her shapely gams. Groan-box offer- 
ings of Alexander Micucci borders 
on the long hair variety, but, after 
a call, responds with ‘Alexander,’ in 
the groove all the way. 

Having gained praisery in Ripley’s 
‘Believe It or Not’ cartoons as the 
most prolific boy soprano, Billy 
Broadway unleashes his pipes to 
give out three lush classicals. Miss 
Johnson's turn next, singing a couple 
of pops. Her subdued contralto 
voice is effective and she under- 
stands mike technique. 

No. 2 standout is the father- 
daughter dance team of Joe and 
Marie Smith. Pere Smith, it’s ex- 
plained, isn't a member of the 
troupe, but came from New York 
City to visit his daughter while unit 


| 








piayed at Butte last week and ac- 
companied his daughter here. After 
his daughter vocals ‘Stardust’ and 
displays some hot cloggery, father 
joins in a challenger hoofing con- 
test, with each alternating. Father, 
despite his portly appearance, is 
agile-on buck-wingamology. 

O'Brien and Goldberg, in striped 
blazers, stage ‘A Night at the Radio,’ 
chiefly tepid mimicry of ether com- 
mercials. New material and _ less 
drollery would buoy act into audi- 
ence acceptance class. Billy Irons, 
Negro youth, manipulates aptly on a 
pair of roller skates, executing, too, 
Bojangles’ staircase Leecccisael 

uss, 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y.| 


Storm damage in New York, Long} 
Island and New England states steals 
camera spotlight from European 





crisis on this program. Paramount, 
Universal and News of Day got a| 
break on coverage when Wednes- | 
day’s (21) storm let up, permitting | 
excellent shots from airplanes. Pos-| 
sibly the most pictorially graphic 
story the newsreel cameramen have 
secured in months, 

Par and U special their storm 
footage, and with good reason. Par 
leads off with Gene Marshall’s crisp | 
word picture enhancing superb) 
photographic story, from New York 
City and Long Island, up the eastern 
coast to New Hampshire and Con- 
necticut. Airplane shots give com- 
prehensive idea of the destruction. 
Water front damage, wrecked Long 
Island train, state guards on duty in 
Providence and an unusually effec- 
tive night scene of a New London, 
Conn., blaze highlight U’s excellent 
footage. N. of D. includes a second 
wrecked train and numerous close- 
ups of Westhampton, L. I., wreckage. 
All three handle Westhampton dam- 
age and New London fire from air. 


Nuremberg meeting with Hitler, 
in closeups, is hissed. Movietone and 
N. of D. treat the subject well. 
Former also has speech of Chamber- 
lain before boarding plane for first 
Hitler conference. obtains 
speeches from Key Pittman, Senator 
Nye and Dorothy Thompson, jour- 
nalist, on significance of European 
situation. 

Par also is right on the job at 
Southern Pacific rail wreck in Ari- 
zona, air view and closeups showing 
effect of terrific crash in desert re- 
gion. Tokyo flood gives U a disaster 
yarn. Pathe and N. of D. cover 
American Legion parades in Los 
Angeles, latter giving interesting 
treatment. N. of D. also shows Gold 
Star mothers hosted by Metro and 
Marion Davies and Norma Shearer 
greeting Legion Auxiliary members 
at a tea. 

Honoring heroes of Panay sinking 
in China caught by Movietone. Par 
has monument to Wiley Post and 
Will Rogers in Alaska and unusual 
flower show on the Coast. Lew Lehr 
furnishing mild humor with chatter 
about Chicago bears in zoo and an 
Australian bird. 

Chicago horse race is covered by 
U while Movietone catches a turf 
race in England. Latter also pro- 
vides kick with shots of Texas grid 
players training in cowboy garb. 
N. of D. shoots Belmont racing in 
downpour. Log rolling, competition 
on the Coast by U is thrilling. 

March of Time’s Czech Reel 

With the eyes and ears of all 
America trained on the present Eu- 
ropean situation, March of Time 
launches its new season (No. 1 of 
Volume 5) with timely treatment of 
Czechoslovakian problem. Issue has 
been cleverly split up between war 
—as typified by developments in Eu- 
rope, ‘Prelude to Conquest’—and 
peace, ‘Father Divine’s Deal,’ as typi- 
fied by his flock moving into new 
peaceful resort on Hudson river 
banks. 

Europe’s war clouds subject looks 
as though it might have been pro- 
duced just after Chamberlain’s first 
visit to Hitler, so concise is its pres- 
entation of motives in Germany’s 
move to help Sudeten Teutons in 
Czechoslovakia, as well as whys and 
wherefores of Czech attitude. It is 
nicely balanced between parade of 
the military, graphic charts, close- 
ups of leaders and routine daily 
scenes in Czech territory. 

Smoothly built up, with some pho- 
tographic shots that have been seen 
before, this recital of causes and 
possible results of biggest story in 








today’s headlines obtains its lift from 
forceful narration of veteran M. of 
T. announcer. 

Father Divine’s arrival with his 
flock on bluffs of Hudson opposite | 
Roosevelt’s family estate is pro- 
jected as the ‘legend of 1938’ as com- 
pared to other legend of Sleepy Hol- 
low country. Possible resentment by 
the nation’s chief executive is briefly 
touched, with Krum Elbow estate 
owner designating it as ‘Father Di- 
vine’s Deal,’ in contract to New 
Deal. Arrival of colored preacher’s 
flock on river boat is accidentally 
climaxed by sudden slip and fall of 
Father Divine as he is leaving boat 
for opening of Hudson river camp. 
Comment of Walter Winchell on 
possible controversy is handled via a 
photographed scene of Daily Mir- 
ror columnist spieling before mike 
the actual item used in his column. 

Audience reaction at Music Hall, 
N. Y., to Czech portion of release 
was a round of bocs for Hitler and 
applause for Benes and the forceful 


_ two previous ones, 





Czechoslovakian scenes. Wear. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Sept. 24. 
Buddy Rogers’ Orch (15), Mary 
Brian, Britt Wood, Elizabeth Tilton, 
Bob Hannon, Dick Kissinger, Dick 
Fisher, Al Leno, Lew Schrader 
house orch; ‘Secrets of an Actress’ 
(WB). 


Buddy Rogers, back at the Earle 
with an orchestra of 15, specializes 
in comedy and novelty numbers. 
Seems that his night club experience 
has smoothed Rogers’ siyle, though 
bill, as a whole, while not one to ex- 
cite the more extreme jitterbugs, is 
fast and entertaining. 

Opening with a neaily played 
swing medley, band demonstrates its 








| flair for novelty the first time with 


‘Horrors, the Horoscope,’ with 
Rogers soloing the lyrics and some 
striking lighting effects helping lift 
the whacky number. 

Principal femme soloist of the 
outfit is Elizabeth Tilton, who den- 
onstrates personality and a good 
voice. The crowd likes her ‘A Tis- 
ket’ and ‘You Go to My Head.’ Britt 
Wood, in his hick makeup and with 
plenty of clowning, harmonicas well, 
but a lot of his gags have whiskers. 
No question about his scoring, how- 
ever. At second show Friday (23), 
audience insisted on three returns, 
and Wood ran the gamut of opera 
and strictly pop tunes on his instru- 
ment. 

Dick Kissinger, stout member of 
the orchestra, always popular, ex- 
tracts a lot of comedy from his bull 
fiddle. Mary Brian appears late on 
the program; she and Buddy e¢x- 
change some mildly amusing wise- 
cracks. Miss Brain introduces her 
tap dancing offering amusingly by 
calling out her two male pariners in 
the routines, Dick Fisher and Al 
Leno, end explains that the reason 
they’re teaming up is that they hap- 
pen to be on the same bill. Miss 
Brian’s tapping is okay, climaxing 
with a hotcha number. Bob Han- 
non, male soloist with the outfit, 
warbles two numbers brightly to fine 
reception. 

In the final number the orchestra 
gives everything it has and Rogers 
returns to his familiar, but always 
popular, custom of playing virtually 
every instrument. There has been 
a change in the presentation, but it 
still clicks, especially the part call- 
ing for the other members of the 
band to strike because Rogers is 
‘poaching’ in their fields. Waters. 


JUBILESTA, K. C. 


(MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM) 





Kansas City, Sept. 24. 
Hugh Herbert, Uncle Ezra, Elea- 
nore Whitney, Hoosier Hot Shots, 
Henry Burr, Les Juvelys, Art La 
Fleur, Dorothy Hill Line (16), Ray 
Steck orch., Rosita Royce, George 
Burns and Gracie Allen, Ruth Pryor, 
Bartel-Hurst Foursome, Three Tro- 
jans, Samuel Bros. & Hayes, Carl 
Freed’s Harmonica Band, Joe & 
Jane McKenna, Jack Fulton, Billy 
House, Laugh Liner Radio Show, 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch., Rudy Vallee 
Orch., Caryl Gould, Chick Kennedy 
Vic Hyde, Mirth & Mack, Cyrit 
Smith, Edna Strong, Pansy, the 

Horse, Seab Waring, King’s Men. 


The town’s annual vaude feast, the 
Jubilesta, ended a nine-day series 
with more than 90,000 in attendance 
and the tills ringing up slightly 
under $100,000. The Jubilesta, staged 
in the 11,000-seat new muny audi- 
torium, and running three shows 
simultaneously, dwarfed any other 
show of the year in the midwest. 

Rudy Vallee’s crew, playing the 
last two days, was the only act which 
played to a packed house. Lincoln 
Dickey, in setting the lineup, counted 
on Vallee to put the show in the 
money, with a final splash. 

Monday (19) and Tuesday (20) 
programs brought on Hugh Herbert 
and Eleanore Whitney, who gave 
way to Uncle Ezra and his Hoosier 
Hot Shots. Ezra’s sentimental trav- 
esties and the Hot Shots, regis- 
tered solidly with some pop num- 
bers. Les Juvelys, French balanc- 
ing couple, likewise clicked. Art La 
Fleur, human top; Rosita Royce, 
dove dancer; Henry Burr, singing 
old songs; the Dorothy Hill line (6), 
the Dancing Greyes (5) and Ray 
Steck’s orchestra rounded out the 
hour and a half. 

Midweek, Burns and Allen, with 
the show built around them, reached 
a slightly higher standard than the 
Their 20 min- 
utes of gags were interrunted only 
by one pop song from Miss Allen. 
Another act of their calibre would 
have put this show on near par with 
the closer. In support, the Three 
Trojans, with some collegiate acro- 
batics, and Samuel Bros. and Hayes, 
adagoists, were outstanding. 

Main event Friday (23) was the 
jitterbug dance played for by Jimmy 
Dorsey’s band, which also brought in 
four nearby college bands to present 
a rhythm rodeo with about 6,500 
dancers in attendance. 

Earlier in the evening The Laugh 
Liner show from CBS in Chicago 
nresented a preview of a broadcast. 
Billy House m.c.'d this one while 
Jack Fulton was outstanding. Fri- 
dav also included a special school 
kids’ matinee, with some special acts 
brought in, some for kid appeal. 

Closine unit, with Vallee. had a 

(Continued on page 67% 























a 
é 


2s Si sels Sa. ~ 
i 








' 


Sal lita = deeeerthedeamoemenameh beiiiteneanakeacamanevie—ne tain teenie 
So ee ein oa 





54 VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE—CONCERT 


Wednesday, September 28, 1938 











FMP’s ‘Gettysburg 


Fails to Impress 


As Native Opera in H wood Preem 





Hollywood, Sept. 27. 


First performance of an original 
American opera, ‘Gettysburg,’ was 
staged last Friday night (23) in Hol- 
lywood Bowl before a disappointing 
turnout of 5,000. Although greeted 
with applause at its spectacular 
finale, consensus among music critics 
and the picture industry’s opera de- 
votees was that it lacked spark and 
punch to qualify it for lasting fame. 
All were agreed, however, that it 
was the most ambitious effort of any 
Federal Music Project. 


Composer Morris Hutchins Ruger 
and librettist Arthur Robinson have 
given a symphonic treatment to the 
tragedy of the Civil War. Colorful 
in its presentation and staging, ‘Get- 
tysburg” embodies a lyrical plea for 
peace. Set to music are Lincoln's 
Gettysburg Address and the Lord's 





| 


Prayer. Spiritual chants are inter- 
spersed. 
As an impressive pageant the 


opera makes its boldest appeal. The 
Ruger-Robinson duo tackled too 
tough a job since the theme is ex- 
tremely difficult to melodize. 

Singing leads were taken by Anne 
Jamison, Tandy MacKenzie, Coe 
Glade, Charles «+ la Plate, Kenneth 
Spencer and Emery Darcy. Gastone 
Usigli conducted 75 in the pit and a 
mixed chorus of 200. Production of 
Isaac Van Grove was inspired and 
highly effective. Awan’s lighting 
and scenic effects rate kudos. 


Opera was presented for one night 
by FMP in conjunction with Inde- 
pendent Publishers, Authors and 
Composers’ Assn. It’s pl.nned to 
show it in San Diego and San Fran- 
cisco and then tour it cross-country 
for a stand in New York. 


CHI 4,000-SEATER TO 
BE USED FOR LEGIT 


Chicago, Sept. 27. 
Use of the mammoth Auditorium 
as a straight legit house will be 
attempted by Max Gordon when he 








Expanding Strawhat 


Boston, Sept. 27. 

Monomoy theatre, strawhat, at 
Chatham, Mass., will resume next 
B. Winslow, producer. Miss Win- 
slow, who completed her 
son of strawhat producing at Chat- 
ham Labor Day week, has purchased 
the theatre and is expanding its fa- 
cilities for next summer. 

Plans are to further establish 
Monomoy as a permanent summer 
theatre and ultimately continue it 
through the winter as a stock com- 
pany in some New England cry. 


PONS WILL OPEN 
CONCERTS IN 
ATLANTA 


Atlanta, Sept. 27. 

With 3,500 advance reservations 
made to date, all-star concert series 
will open Oct. 3 with Lily Pons. At- 
lanta’s 6,000-seat city auditorium, un- 
available for past three seasons due 
to WPA remodeling, plus roof that 
caved in under hard rain just before 
skedded opening last year, will be 








| scene of 1938-39 offerings. Sellouts 
expected. 
Series is sponsored annually by 


Atlanta Philharmonic Society and 
Atlanta Music Club. Marvin Mc- 
Donald, manager, has been booking 
three outside attractions each year 
to go with their nine home-talent 
shows. A ‘non-profit organization,’ 
series net, last year around $2,500, 
is split between two sponsors, Mc- 
Donald drawing $5,000 per annum as 
manager. 


In addition to Miss Pons, series 





brings the New York cast of ‘The 
Women’ into the house on Nov. 6 for 
two weeks. ‘Women’ had a success- 
ful stay in the Erlanger here last 
season with a second company. 


Aud has 4,000 seats and question is 
how a theatre that size will work out 
for straight legit. Following ‘The 
Women,” house will get ‘I’d Rather 
Be Right’ for three weeks. Acquisi- 
tion raises the number of available 
legit houses to a half dozen, with the 
regulation-size Blackstone back on 
the list following two years under 
WPA. Others on the regular list are 
the Grand, Erlanger, Harris and 
Selwyn. 


‘New World’ May 
Come to Broadway 


‘This Brave New World,’ presented 
in English in Paris earlier this 
month by Edward Sterling, is a pos- 
sibility for Broadway during -the 
winter. Play was dramatized from 
Aldous Huxley’s novel by Louis 
Walinsky, teacher in a Brooklyn 
high school. Latter has turned out 
several scripts, but ‘World’ is his 
first produced play. 


Herman Shumlin was mentioned 
being concerned in the chances of 
*World’ going on the boards over 
here, but states he is not interested 
in such a presentation at this time. 


Engagements 


Pete Clifford, ‘Why Not Now.’ 


McKay Morris, ‘Herod and Mari- 
anne.’ 

Henry Daniell, 
Beds.’ 

Mary Servoss, ‘Dance Night.’ 

Tess Gardell, John Hoysradt, ‘The 
Flying Ginsburgs.’ 

Mary Martin, Tamara, ‘Clear All | 
Wires.’ 

Norris Houghton, Henry Oscar, 
Mariana Fiory, ‘Waltz in Goose Step.’ 

Solly Ward, Bobbe Arnst, Grace 
Valentino, Barna Ostertag, Ethel 
Colby, ‘The Fabulous Invalid.’ 

Robert Lindsay, Evelyn Byrd, 
Cledge Roberts, Frank Haring, 














‘Generals Need 


this season includes: Helen Jepson 
and Nino Martini, Oct. 22; Monte 
Carlo Ballet Russe, Nov. 22; Jascha 
Heifetz, Dec. 15; Philadelphia Sym- 
phony, Eugene Ormandy conducting, 
Jan. 14; Josef Hofmann, Jan. 27, and 
Grace Moore, March 1. 





Marg. Webster Slated 
To Direct 4 ’38-39 Plays 


Margaret Webster will probably 
stage at least four productions this 
season. Currently directing the 
Maurice Evans revival of ‘Hamlet,’ 
she’ll subsequently stage his ‘Henry 
IV’ and one or two other produc- 


whether she’ll have time. 


Actress-director also hopes to get 
to Lendon to see her play, ‘Royal 
Highness,’ which is produced there 
by Beaumont & Tennent, under 
Tyrone Guthrie’s direction. Besides 
that, she’s trying to complete a book 
about her family, for which she’s 
finished gathering material, but has 
done little actual writing. 





| season, according to plans of Mary | 


| 


irst sea- | 











tions he plans this season. Has also | 
been propositioned to do an outside | 
directing job, but that depends on / 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Herod and Mariamne’—Kath- 
arine Corneil. 

‘Victoria Regina’ 
Gilbert Miller. 

‘V’d Rather Be Right’ (tour)— 
Sam H. Harris. 

‘Case Histery’—Louis S. Bar- 
dely. 

‘Window Shepping’—Thomas 
Kilpatrick. 

‘Dance Night’ (June Night’ )— 
Robert Rockmore. 

‘The Devil Takes a Bride’— 
Montgomery Ford. 

Tm an American’—Vinton 
Freedley. 

‘Knights ef Song’—Laurence 
Schwab. 

‘Great Lady’—Dwight Deere 
Wiman. 

‘The Fabuleus Invalid’—Sam 
H. Harris. 

‘Abe Lincoln 
Playwrights. 

‘Hamlet’—Maurice Evans. 

‘Generals Need Beds’—Cheryl 
Crawford. 

‘Madame Capet’—Eddie Dowl- 
ing. 

‘The Good’—Norman and Irv- 
ing Pincus. 

‘Blossom Time’ (road)—Shu- 
berts. 

‘Oscar Wilde’—Norman Mar- 
shall. 

‘Danton’s Death’—Mercury. 


2 Shows Scram 


‘Shadow and Substance’ finales at 
the Plymouth Saturday (1) after a 
run of 34 weeks on Broadway, most 
of that period seeing the play at the 
Golden. Drama from England scored 
a distinct success in a moderately- 
sized theatre, averaging $11,000 
weekly during the early months and 
running through summer, save for a 
two-week layoff. It goes on tour. 





(repeat )—- 

















SHADOW AND SUBSTANCE 


Opened Jan. 26, 1937. Only 
one dissenting opinien among 
the criticisms ef the Paul Vin- 
cent Carroll drama which kept 
going for eight months. Rebert 
Celeman (Mirror), said, ‘It is, 
we suspect, a play with an ap- 
peal for the few rather than the 


many.’ Richard Lockridge 
(Sun), commenting on _ Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke’s perform- 


ance said, ‘His is fine playing in 
a sincere and meoving play.’ 
Variety (Hobe), ‘At least mod- 
erate commercial success.’ 











‘Come Across’ disappeared from 
the Playhouse last Saturday (24), 
having played one and a half weeks. 


It was the first show of the new sea- 
son and was also an import. 





COME ACROSS 


Opened Sept. 14, 1938. Wasn’t 
any doubt among the first 
Stringers opinions, all turning 
digits dewn. Jehn Anderson 
(Journal-American), tartly said, 
‘I shouldn’t wonder if the sea- 
son outlasted it.’ Brooks Atkin- 
son (Times), rated it, ‘Thin 
and elementary make-believe.’ 
Walter Winchell (Mirror), said, 
‘Its outstanding feature is that 
it’s over in two hours instead 
of three.’ Variety (Ibee), ‘Pro- 
vides only a fair evening.’ 














Natl Org to Back Radio Sponsors 
Who Push Classics and Curb Jazz 





Salt Lake City, Sept. 27. 

Radio sponsors, whose shows fea- 
ture ‘appreciable music,’ may receive 
record loads of audience mail from 
the large membership of the Na- 
tional Federation of Music Clubs 
during 1939. Federation, it was re- 
vealed by Mrs. Edna Evans John- 
son, president of the Utah organiza- 
tion, plans to distribute several mil- 
lion ‘thank you’ cards, which musi- 
cal persons will buy from state fed- 
erations to be forwarded to sponsors 
not stressing jazz. 
Mrs. Johnson, who, in 1937, gained 
national prominence by favoring re- 
placement of honky-tonk tunes on 





Philip Wood, Helen Shields, Charles 
Maxwell. J. Arthur Young, ‘The 
Devi Takes a Bride.’ 


merry-go-rounds with operatic 
arias, said the ‘thank you’ cards 
bearing the federal seal 





will be, 


mailed to chain as well as local clas- 
sical music sponsors. 

Each of the 48 state federations 
of the national organization will di- 
rect sales in its locality. 

Move is believed to be the first 
on a national scale by a well-known 
organization to curb prominence of 
the jazz idiom. There have been 
other similar movements to solely 
plug long-haired cleffers and warb- 
lers. “ Federation’s entry in the cam- 
paign against swing is a potent fac- 
tor, as clubs, in every sector of the 
country are seen as aiding the sponsor 
with the o.k. musical talent, in two- 
fold manner: loyalty in buyng that 
sponsor’s products and personally 
tossing a bouquet via the ‘thank you’ 
cards. 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Growth of the theatrical scenery and stage equipment business during 
the 1935-37 period was revealed last week by preliminary report on figures 
compiled in the biennial census of manufactures. Commerce Department 
study shows substantial rise in the value of output, as well as rising em. 
ployment, with a marked jump over 1933. 

The 50 establishments, a rise of two in two years, and 10 in four years, 
employed 397 workers as compared with 279 in 1935, and 312 in 1933, 
Wages totaled $488,511, against $436,589 and $396,699 in the preceding 
years. Value of product bounded 38.2% above 1935 level, hitting $2,677,549. 
Comparable figures were $1,937,004 in 1935, and $2,043,785 in 1933. Cost 
of materials, supplies, fuel and electricity likewise shot upward, total of 
$1,188,779 being 58.7% higher than 1935, and 92.7% above 1933. 











More than 800 mail reservations for tickets for Helen Hayes’ return 
| engagement in ‘Victoria Regina’ have already been received by the Gil. 
bert Miller office. Great majority of the orders are from out of town, 
There is a possibility that it will be extended beyond the scheduled four 
weeks. Production opens at the Martin Beck, N. Y., Oct. 3. Miss Hayes 
| and the producer are to confer this weekend about an extension and 
| possible future plays for the star. 

Actress denies reports to the effect that her decision not to present a 
‘Merchant of Venice’ revival for a regular Broadway run this season was 
influenced in any way by the Jewish question. The drama has long since 
become entirely innocuous in that regard, she feels, explaining that several 
| managers who are members of the Jewish faith have urged her to do the 
|show this season. Her reason for not doing it, except at possible special 
matinees, is principally a desire for a rest, she indicates. 


} 








Elissa Landi, will speak Oct. 8 on ‘The Difference Between Stage and 
Screen Acting’ at Amos Eaton Hall on the campus of Rensslaer Polytech- 
| nic Institute, Troy, N. Y., under the auspices of the R. P. I. Players. She 
| has been booked as one of two outside artists to appear in connection 
| with the celebration of the Players’ 10th anniversary. Blanche Yurka, 
| who has been giving recitals in college and other auditoriums for several 
seasons, will be the second attraction, on Jan. 14. 

The R. P. I. Players also have scheduled five productions during the 
year, the climax of the anniversary being the presentation of an alumni 
piece in June with members of the Players from 1929 to 1939 in the cast, 





Shuberts are profligate in billing their musical shows, current instance 
being ‘You. Never Know,’ at Winter Garden, N. Y. Cast is not large, but 
all the players are either starred or featured. Clifton Webb, Lupe Velez 
and Libby Holman get top billing, The Hartmans, Toby Wing, Rex 
O’Malley and June Preisser are featured in the program in the same 
sized type accorded those starred. In smaller type, Charles Kemper, The 
Debonairs, Dan Harden, Roger Stearns and Truman Gaige are named. 

For the first time, the presenters announced the show as being by the 
| ‘Messrs Shubert in association with John Shubert.’ Latter is son of J, J., 
under whose direction the show was produced. 








Elizabeth B. Ginty, secretary to the late David Belasco, and whose ‘Mis- 
souri Legend,’ based on the life of the midwestern bandit Jesse James, 
}opened at the Empire, N.Y., last week, has always been interested in 
| criminal investigations. This led her to delve into the depredations of 
| the James Boys, also their home life. Miss Ginty spent an unusual length 
| of time in research anent the outlaw’s background. 
| She has never said whether she collaborated with Belasco in his numer- 
|} ous revisions of plays. Known, however, that she stopped writing when 
| he died and did not take up her pen until three years after his passing. 





| Storm that hit the New England coast last Wednesday (21) hurt busi- 
ness at both ‘What a Life’ and ‘Whiteoaks’ in Boston. Despite heavy can- 
cellations for the Wednesday performance, the week’s gross for ‘Life’ 

| topped that of the previous stanza. Business for the week for ‘Whiteoaks’ 

| was likewise better than expected. 

_ Ethel Barrymore, star of ‘Whiteoaks,’ had difficulty getting to the theatre 

_ for the Wednesday night performance, requiring 45 minutes to go the 

| seven blocks. Skylight was blown off the roof of the Plymouth theatre, 

| but it was covered over and the performance began at 9 p.m. 

j 





Audience at the closing performance of ‘Sing Out the News’ at the For- 
rest theatre, Philadelphia, last week sang ‘The Star Spangled Banner’ 
after the final curtain. Did not prove very impressive, however, as too 
few of those present knew the words. Idea was suggested by Jack Kelly, 
local Democratic politician and member of a Pennsylvania organization 
| to encourage the public singing of the national anthem. Kelly is a brother 
_of playwright Jack Kelly and actor Walter J. Kelly. 








Katharine Cornell was marooned at her country place at Martha’s 
Vineyard, Mass., during last week’s storm, Her husband, Guthrie McClin- 
tic, reached the spot Thursday (22), going to Boston by plane after being 
unable to reach the star by telephone. Couple again went over the script 
of ‘Herod and Mariamne,’ which will bring Miss Cornell back to the stage 
after a year’s retirement. 

They journeyed back over the weekend, play having started rehearsals 
Tuesday (27) in New York. 





‘Thanks for Tomorrow,’ comedy which was slated to open last night 
(Tuesday) at the Bayes, New York, played a preview performance Sat- 
urday (24) inght. Tickets were turned over to an agency in exchange for 
$900 worth of advertising. 

Management asked Equity if such a deal was to be considered as a paid 


preview and the reply was affirmative. Under the rules the player must 
be paid for such showings. 





George Nicholai, manager of the Plymouth, New York, is recovering 
from a nervous affliction which cropped up when he visited Detroit last 
month. Showman has theatre interests in that city. Manager occasionally 
attends to business but during his indisposition Dave Finestone, of the 
Shubert office, is handling the theatre, which relighted last week when 
‘Shadow and Substance’ moved from the Golden. 





; George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart have another show in mind to follow 
The Fabulous Invalid,’ but haven’t put anything on paper as yet. Neither 
one has any film plans. Hart explains that he prefers working in legit 


rather than for pictures and’ will never go to the Coast ‘unless I get too 
hard up.’ 





The official report of the West Virginia state penitentiary for 1933-37 
gives a classification of inmates by “given occupations,” and only three 
have been listed as actors in that period, all males, received during the 
year covering July 1, 1934, to July 1, 1935. 





Stephen Haggard, English actor seen in New York with ‘Youth Comes 
of Age’ in 1934, and last year in ‘Whiteoaks,’ is the author of a novel, 


‘Nya,’ which Little, Brown will publish Oct. 10. He’s a grandnephew of late 
H. Rider Haggard. 





Wells Hawks, who was a topper among press agents, is reported in 
good condition after a long illness. 
William Potter, Pomona, N. Y. 


He is still staying at home of Mrs. 
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| Tnsurance Plan Is Holmes’ 





News, indicated that he made the 
mate theatre convention. 


managerial losses. 


by the American Theatre Council. 





In a recent Sunday column,. Burns Mantle, critic for the N. Y. 


Idea in general is that managers put aside 
2% of the gross of all legit shows, 
fund which would be controlled by the American Theatre Council 
and used to make up managerial losses. 
proached by Ralph Holmes, critic on the Detroit Times, Mantle stat- 
ing at the convention that full credit should be given Holmes. Holmes 
addressed the convention on the opening day. 

In his address to the convention, Mantle mentioned the Holmes 
plan, but thought that if such a fund were raised the coin could be 
better used in a campaign to revive the road, rather than to make up 
Doubt was expressed that showmen would agree 
to paying money into the prcposed fund. 

Last season, when on a lecture tour, Mantle outlined a plan to 
revive interest in the road, his idea being explained to an audience 
at Fort Worth, At least part of the plan is expected to be considered 


insurance suggestion at the legiti- 
the coin to be placed in a general 


The plan, though, was 








Evans Marathon ‘Hamlet’ with Half 
Hour for Dinner; Hits Aid Eateries 


Marathon ‘Hamlet’ revival by Mau- 
rice Evans is expected to prove a 
bonanza to restaurants and cafes in 
the neighborhood of the St. James, 
in -vest 44th street, New York Vir- 
tually all eating places in the vicin- 
ity are expected to share in the tak- 
ings. Evans show will last more than 
five hours total running time, with a 
half-hour intermission about 8:30 for 
a meal. The comparatively short in- 
terval is the lone fly in the restaur- 
ant ointment, since it’s figured audi- 
ences will have to be content with a 
quick snack. 

All theatre district eating places 
which cater to the playgoing trade 
thrive mainly according to hit shows 
in the vicinity. Estimated that the 
presence of such a solid hit as ‘T 
Married An Angel’ directly across 
the street at the Shubert brings 
Sardi’s upwards of $1,000 a week on 
bar business alone, not counting din- 
ner and matinee lunch biz. 

Same condition exists in other 
legit theatre localities. For instance, 
asmall bar next door to the National 
theatre, in west 41st street, was com- 
pletely renovated and modernized 
with profits from the short engage- 
ment of Noel Coward and Gertrude 
Lawrence in former’s one-acters, 
‘Tonight at 8:30’ at the adjacent 
house. It was reported at that time 
that Miss Lawrence kept a charge 
account at the bar for stagehands 
in the show, but finally had to call a 
halt when one of the boys began 
taking out liquor by the bottle. 


Bars and Restaurants Aided 


In all such cases of bars and eat- 
eries cleaning up on nearby legit 
shows, much depends on the type of 
show, as well as its degree of pop- 
ularity. Musicals are traditionally 
800d for drinking trade at nearby 
bars, ditto the comedies. Paradoxi- 
cally, grim drama or the starkly 
realistic shows rarely mean much to 
adjacent tippleries. Figuzed that’s 
not so much because the playgoers’ 
mood doesn’t encourage drinking, 
but that such plays don’t generally 
bring out the so-called carriage 
trade. Similarly, when a normally 
Smart show has been running for a 
long time, its effect tapers off at the 
neighborhood taverns. Audiences in 
the shank of an extended run are 
Principally on limited bankroll. 

Evans’ ‘Hamlet’ will be the third 
marathon legit to have a dinner in- 
termission. Previous ones were 

ugene O’Neill’s ‘Strange Interlude’ 
and ‘Mourning Becomes Electra,’ 

(Continued on page 58) 


Will Re-Try Neil On 
Rubber-Check Charge 


Buffalo, Sept. 27. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner will be sub- 
boenaed at the retrial of William J. 
eill, local impresario, scheduled for 
Oct. 10, according to Erie county dis- 
trict attorney, 


eill is accused of giving Miss 














No London ‘Forest’ 


It was planned to present ‘The Pet- 
rified Forest’ in London this season, 
despite the fact that the Broadway 
hit of several seasons ago was pic- 
turized. Deal was called off, how- 
ever, because of the war scare. 

‘Forest’ was presented at the 
Broadhurst, New York, by Gilbert 
Miller. Arthur Hopkins did the 
staging and also was interested in the 
management. Neither were con- 
cerned with the London idea. 





SHUBERTS OUT, 


GORDON IN 
BEDS 


The Shuberts appear to have lost 
interest in ‘Generals Need Beds,’ 
which Cheryl Crawford is readying 
for Broadway. Firm was to have 
guaranteed the salaries of the ‘Beds’ 
cast, in lieu of a surety bond re- 
quired by Equity otherwise. Max 
Gordon: came forth with the guaran- 
tee and it is understood he will have 
an interest in the Crawford attrac- 
tion. 

Gordon is aiming for a more active 
season than formerly, being ‘in’ on 
three productions among thé new 
season’s early crop. First show to 
open carrying his name is ‘Missouri 
Legend,’ presented at the Empire y 
Guthrie McClintic, Gordon being 
billed as the latter’s associate. ‘Sing 
Out the News’ which opened at the 
Music Box Saturday (24), has three 
presenters—Gordon, George S. Kauf- 
man and Moss Hart. He is also slated 
to be concerned with the presenta- 
tion of an Irving Berlin revue, 
scheduled by Sam H. Harris, with 
whom Gordon was associated in a 
number of legiters. Gordon’s silent 
partner is Marcus Heiman, latt-> re- 
ported to have an interest in all the 
producer’s ventures. 


BYRON BACK 


Equity Prexy’s Return to N. Y. 
Delayed by Wife’s Injury 














Arthur Byron, president of Equity, 
has returned to New York after a 
summer at Skowhegan, Me. He was 
scheduled t6 preside at the asso- 
ciation’s first quarterly meeting Fri- 
day (23), but was detained because 
his wife was injured during the hur- 
ricane. Mrs. Byron was removed to 
Boston for treatment. 

Meeting, which was attended by 





more than 650 members, was de- 
eorous. Principal topics were the 


| basic agreement with the managers, 


Skinner a bad check for $1,000 for|the ticket code and suggestions 


SETTING UP INS 


‘Organized Audiences,’ Sim- 
ilar to Theatre Guild’s 
Subscription Plan, Is Com- 
mittee’s Theme—Corps of 
Publicists to Contact Civic 
Organizations in Keys 


After Holidays 





6-MONTH BUILDUP 





As a result of the American Thea- 
tres Council’s second legitimate tnea- 
tre convention held in New York re- 
cently, the executive and administra- 
tive committees named are expected 
to really function and plans already 
have been made for the betterment 
of the theatre, particularly on the 
road. Last year the convention at- 
tracted plenty of attention, but the 
results were immaterial if not vir- 
tually negative. 

‘Organized audiences’ was. the 
theme of a committee meeting last 
week, the topic being treated in de- 
tail by showmen in the know. In 
particular, Lawrence Langner, of the 
Theatre Guild, which built up lerge 
subscription audiences in New York 
and the key cities, stated that the 
same idea could be applied in any 
number of spots. During the con- 
vention, the general plan was put 
forth by M. E. Holderness, of St. 
Louis, whose address was titled 
‘Civic Co-operation for Guaranteed 
Audiences.’ 

It was declared that stands which 
have averaged hali a dozen attrac- 
tions per season are capable of han- 
dling 20, and there is reasonable as- 
surance that attendance would be 
strong. What ATC anticipates is to 
work out a method whereby pro- 
ducers would be guaranteed against 
loss. Some showmen have been in- 
clined to pass up the road because 
of spotty business, but the ATC idea 
would encourage increased touring, 
the manager having everything to 
win and nothing to lose. Only chance 
he would take would be in the 
amount of possible profit. 

Extensive Promotion 

After the holidays, a corps of pro- 
motion people will be sent to the 
road, instructed to contact civic or- 
ganizations and begin subscription 
campaigns, Initial cost of the work 
is to be assumed by ATC and it is 
hoped that, with expected support 
from the communities visited, the 
movement would quickly finance it- 
self. Sponsors of the plan estimate 
that the campaign will take six 
months, so that the new road set-up 
would not be placed in full operation 
until next season. 

ATC proposes an_ international 
drama convention and festival dur- 
ing 1939, it being explained that the 
presentations will not be connected 
with any other community program. 
A historical review or calvacade of 
the theatre is outlined, a series of 
stage classics probably being shown. 
including Greek. French, English ard 
early American plays. Festival is 
exvected to be financed by contri- 
butions solicited from within and 
outside the theatre by ATC. 

Questionnaire for Producers 

Pursing the road revival plan, a 
committee will seek advance infor- 
mation on managerial production 
schedules. Producers will be asked 
to fill out a sort of questionnaire for 


named to encourage more road at- 
tractions and to devise a method for 
regulatin? booking is composed of 
Marcus Heiman, Brock Pem*>erton. 
Warren P. Munsell. James J. Bren- 
nan, Robert T. Haines, Lanener. 
James F. Reilly and Ned Armstrong. 





Lil Lorraine in Hosp 


Lillian Lorraine, former musical 
comedy name actress, is under treat- 
ment at the Gotham hospital, New 





er performance of ‘Edna His Wife’| whereby Hollywood could finance 
ere on March 28. His first trial in| stock companies for training talent} 
country court in May resulted in a) and to afford stage appearances for | 
disagreement, | film players. | 


York, where she was taken from a 
midtown hotel last week, 

She is reported in favorable condi- 
tion. 


the guidance of ATC. Committee | 


AGAINGT LOSoES 














ANS SUREFIRE ROAD 





Emuity, Stage Unions Demand 


WPA Clarify Its Commercial 


Trend; R 





SOPH ON BIKE | 


Tucker Doubling from Philly Nitery | 
Into ‘American’ Rehearsals 





Sophie Tucker has cancelled book- 
ings up until next spring in order to 
take a spot in Vinton Freedley’s | 
forthcoming ‘I’m an American,’ by | 
Sam and Bella Spewack, formerly | 
labeled ‘Clear All Wires.’ Cole Por- | 
ter has written ‘American’s’ music. 

Singer is doubling currently be- 
tween rehearsals in New York and | 
the Walton Roof, Philadelphia. Com- 
mitments in Florida for the winter 
and others have been dropped far 
show. Her proposed world tour for 
the William Morris office has been 
postponed pending outcome of the 
show. 


TMATS DIVORCE 
PLAN UNLIKELY 
TO PASS 


— 








Although matters within the The- 
atrical Managers, Agents and Treas- 
urers’ union were aimed towards 
unity following a turbulent meeting, 
during which proposed constitutional 
changes were kicked out, emphatic 


oad Tour Set Back 


Watching an apparent trend in the 
WPA Theatre Project towards com- 
mercialism, Equity and the stage 
craft unions have asked the director 
to clearly state the intentions of the 
relief show outfit. Equity and the 
stage hands have declared that the 
plan to tour ‘Prologue to Glory’ and 
other WPAers would be unfair com- 
petition with regular routed road 
shows. After engaging special ex- 
ploitation people, who worked on the 
‘Glory’ road plan for eight week, it’s 
understood that WPA has set back 
the proposed trouping as a result of 
the protests. 

The trend was first noted on the 
Coast, deal there being to turn ‘Run 
Lil Chillun,’ a colored relief musi- 
cal, over to commercial managers. 
Latter are reported to have chilled 
on the proposition when the stage 
unions stepped in and said ‘no dice’ 
if the relief wage scales were to ap- 
ply. ‘Gettysburg,’ an operetta which 
opened in Hollywood Bowl with 
relief people ana a commercial tie- 
up, is also under fire. ‘Glory’ was 
eyed by Lee Shubert, but there were 
objections and he has apparently 
lost interest. 

Demand Minimum Scale 

Actors association and the stage 
hands see WPA as possibly hammer- 
ing down salaries and wages and it is 
indicated that they will insist that 
the union minimums be paid if the 
relief outfit tours shows in competi- 





objections to the redraft have been 
expressed, and it is doubtiul if the | 
proposed new set-up will be okayed 
by the general membership. Stated 
that TMAT, with its various groups, 
will have a more complicated mech- 
anism than heretofore if the redraft 
is adopted. 

Trend among the average members 
seems to favor one general union for 
all, whereas the committee which re- 
wrote the constitution has designed 
an intricate pattern with something 
like 18 separate groups, or chapters. 
Understood thateach would have of- 
ficers, a council and separate treas- 
ury. Press agents would have two 
or three groups, each with more or 
less control over members. 

Understood that such a complicat- 
ed constitution might be frowned 
upon by the American Federation of 
Labor, with which TMAT is affiliat- 
éd. Principal groups in the union 
are press agents, company and house 
managers and treasurers. Latter are 
said to have come out solidly for one 
union instead of many segments. 


Gilbert Asks Equity 
To Pass on ‘Greek’ 
Pact with Freedley 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Billy Gilbert, who quit RKO to go 
into Vinton Freedley’s Broadway 
production of ‘Greek to You,’ filed a 
complaint with Equity demanding 


that the legit producer go through 
with the contract. 








tion with other attractions, They 
also feel that should WPA move 
without being checked, before long 
| manageis might try out plays with 
| relief people and take over, if okay, 
at much lower pay than heretofore. 

What that amounts to is that actors, 
who formerly received from $50 to 
$300 weekly, would be working for 
$23.50. Equity’s $40 weekly mini- 
mum is now regarded as one of its 
strongest safeguards, but players en- 
gaged at that low level for Broad- 
way attractions have been in the dis- 
tinct minority, except where produc- 
ing groups are concerned. 


Item of subsistance money for 
WPA’s Federal Theatre Project, 
which applies to all government peo- 
ple when traveling, has cropped up 
importantly in the situation. For 
WPA ’ers on tour, the pay would be 
$23.50 plus-$21 ($3 per day sub- 
sistance coin) for a total of $44.50, 
which is higher than the Equity 
minimum, 

Stage hands have been able to 
maintain a semblance of the union’s 
wage scale for members in the proj- 
ect, by limiting the number of hours 
per week they are permitted to work. 
Same applies to scenic artists. As yet 
the musicians union has not ex- 
pressed itself about the WPA com- 
mercial trend, but is expected to join 
the other stage unions in opposing 
such deals, as it did anent the Coast 
situation. 





Colin to Rep Reinhardt 


In N. Y.; Sets Pic Players 








Comic claims he would have col- 
lected at least $10,000 in the Broad- 
way show under a six-week guaran- 
tee. His RKO pact had six months | 
to run. Complaint is being handled 


Freedley in New York. 








TOURING STRAWHAT 


Dr. Saul Colin will be New York 
representative for Max Reinhardt for 


| the latter’s Hollywood Workshop, 


Texaco’s show on CBS. They were 


| associated in several productions on 


+5 * , ° th i ‘ 
direct by Equity’s Coast offices with | e Continent some years ago 


Colin, who returned from the Coast 
last week, has set several Hollywvod 


| Players for a legit show he is plan- 
| ning to offer on Broadway this sea- 


Rochester, Sept. 27. | son. He will announce the play’s title 


After a three-week run at Green 
Lake resort near Buffalo, Rochester 
Summer Theatre group has reor- 
ganized as Green Lake Players to 
try a tour of small communities in| 
New York and Pennsylvania. 

Group, directed by Leonard Alto- 


|}and cast within a week. 





‘Pins’ to Des Moines 
Des Moines, Sept. 27. 
‘Pins and Needles’ comes to the 
Shrine auditorium Oct. 3. 
It will open the road: show season 
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“Plays on Broadway 





SING OUT THE NEWS 


Max Gordon, in association with George 
§. Kaufman and Moss Hart, present two- 
act revue by Harold J. Rome (songs), cou- 
ceived and directed by Charles Friedman. 


Settings, Jo Mielziner: dancer, Ned Mc- 
Gurn and Pave Gould; costumes, John 
Hambleton: orchestra, Max Meth; orches- 


trations, Hans Spialek. Opened Sept. 24,’ 


‘88 at Music Box, N. Y., $5.50 premiere; 
regular scale, $4.40. 

Principals and cast: Hiram Sherman, 
Mary Jane Walsh, Ginger Manners, Daisy 
Bernier, Christina Lind, Miriam Franklin, 
Thelma Lee, Georgia Jarvis. Jane Fraser, 
June Allyson, Eleanor Eberle, Madelyn | 
White, Rosalind Gordon, Kathryn Lazell, | 
Michae! Lorging, Edwin Smith, Bruce Bar- 
clay John Barry Dudley King. Howard 
Warriner, Thomas Mitchell, Edward Gzllo- 
way, Ranolds Dupler, Bruce Rogers, Philip 
Loeb. Will Geer, Leslie Litomy, Charles 
Lawrence, Joey Faye, The Virginians (5), 
Ben Ross, Jimmy Lydon, Herbert Sumpter, | 
Reg Ingram (heading large colored group), | 
Chic Gagnon, Dorothy Fox, Burton Pierce, 
Joel Friend, Fred Nay, Michael Moore , Ber 


nard Pearce. 





‘Sing Out the News’ is a bright 
enough revue which will disappoint 
some but should find a welcome on 
Broadway. Those who accepted the 
charm of ‘Pins and Needles’ and its 
‘social significance’ theme, due to its 





amateur auspices, that of the Inter- | 
national Ladies Garment Workers’ | 
Union, may be more captious about | 
‘Sing Out the News,’ under de luxe | 
production auspices of Max Gordon, | 
George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart. 
The ‘Pins and Needles’ analogy is in- 
evitable, considering Harold J. Rome 
and Charles Friedman, present au- 
thor and stager, first came to Broad- 
way attention via the laber group’s 
intime revue of last year. 

Prime shortcoming of ‘News’ is 
ee rather than actual. 

hat generosity of audience reaction 
favored ‘Pins’ will be found wanting 
with ‘News.’ In short, the unseasoned 
and yet-to-be-Equityized cast of the 
labor union enjoyed a magnanimity 
of which the current entry will never 
get the benefit. The actual shortcom- 
ings, however, are likewise there. 
There’s a paucity of socko comedy. 
There’s a tinge of the pinko, where— 
again odious comparison must assert 
itself—it was glossed over on 39th 
street, but it’s something else again 
on West 45th. 


The show is a shade too clever in 
its Harold J. Rome lyrics, but not 
sufficiently punchy in its general 
gusto. 


It starts off promisingly with 
Hiram Sherman presenting the gen- 
eral idea, backed by a group of 10 
boys and 14 girls. 

Follow a_ succession of bright 
sketches, the first act climaxing with 
‘Congressional Minstrels.’ The sec- 
— act, in toto, is considerably bet- 
er. 


_In both acts, the colored group par- 

ticipating, headed by Rex Ingram, 
Lilyn Brown, Henrietta Lovelace and 
Jackie Petty, walk off with the high- 
light honors. ‘One of These Fine 
Days,’ in the Harlem street scene 
background, is in the first stanza; 
‘F. D. R. Jones’ is the song theme of 
the second half, both exceptionally 
well done. ‘Fine Days’ has a signifi- 
cant lyrical keynote, whereas the 
very absence of anything but the na- 
tive spiritualizing appeal of the 
‘Franklin D. Roosevelt Jones’ song, 
gives the latter the edge. 


‘My Heart Is Unemployed,’ expert- 
ly done by Marty Jane Walsh and 
Michael Loring, is the only other 
song outstander. It’s been imagina- 
tively staged. Miss Walsh, last year 
in the Cohan show, ‘I’d Rather Be 
Right,’ bears the vocal burden. Lor- 
ing has a nice voice but doesn’t per- 
mere sufficiently strong across the 
oots, 


Dorothy Fox and Burton Pierce 
are the dance toppers, acquitting 
themselves handsomely. Philip Loeb 
works hard, often, and invariably ef- 
fectively, as the keystone of the com- 
edy skits. He’s alternately Mayor 
LaGuardia, a Virginia — senator, 
Groucho Marx, L. B. Mayer, a dis- 
trait tycoon and a hillbilly from the 
Bronx, and in all an expert farceur. 
He’s easily the No. 1 cast member. 


Hiram Sherman is at the helm of 
several numbers, and Will Geer, Lor- 
ing, Joey Faye and Leslie Litomy 
are prominent in the skits. 

The first act impresses as a moder- 
ately pleasant sequence, with ‘One of 
These Fine Days’ the highlight. Its 
large colored contingent comprises 


Rex Ingram, Benjamin Wailes, Trav- |- 


erse Crawford, Otto Gaines, Harry 
Lewis, Elmaurice Miller, Mae Wil- 
liamson, Elizabeth Dozier, Lucille 
Wilson, Lydia Holmes, Hazel Scott, 
James Lillard, Warren Coleman, 
Louie Williams, Estelle and Elizabeth 
McDowell, Maude Simmons, William 
and Allen Tinney, Ray Harrison. Her- 
bert Sumoter, Lillyn and Ethel 
Brown, Musa Williams. Add Bates, 
Richard Huey, Sally Ellis, Bertram 
Holmes. Wanda Macy, Shirley Macy, 
Sibol Cain, Sadie McGill, George 
Jones, Jr., Gus Jones. Henrietta Love- 
lace, Jackie Petty, Emmett Mathews, 
Carrington Lewis, Grant and Sonny 


Timmons. Portia Patterson. Mrs. 
Pety, Will Brown and Clarence 
Wheeler. 


The satire on ‘I Married an Angel. 
captioned ‘I Married a Republican’; 
‘Up. Fiorello,’ ‘Ordinary Guy,’ ‘Gone 
With the Revolution’ (travesty on 
Hollywood and ‘Marie Antoinette’) 
and Congressional Minstrels have 


more or less significance attached to 
their ribbing. 

Dorothy Fox does an expert job in 
the satire, ‘Peace and the Diplomats,’ 
with Burton Pierce as the No, 1 dip- 
lomat and Joel Friend, Fred Nay, 
Michael Moore and Bernard Pearce 
tap-steoping (to Will Irwin’s ballet 
music) in smart style. Miss Fox 
winds up a very much beat-up sym- 
bol of ‘Pax’ in this grimly humorous 
terp highlight. 

‘Cafe Society’ is a very bright in- 
terlude next to closing. Thence Con- 
gressional Minstrels, which features 
such phrases from the President as 
‘Go to hell, Congress’ and Congress 
retorting, in repeated unison, ‘Go to 
hell, Roosevelt.’ 

The second act, by far the best, is a 
swiich on. present-day  choristers, 
with ‘Tell Me, Pretty Maiden,’ as the 
theme. Mary Jane Walsh allows as 
how the 1938 Floradoras are aware 
of international strife, domestic eco- 
nomics, picket lines, etc., and that 
stagedoor Johnnies must offer some- 
thing more than just candy and 
flowers. 

Hiram Sherman clicks with his 
best solo opportunity, and among the 
revue’s highlights, ‘Plaza 6-9423,’ a 
smart lyric on the collegiate escort 
service. ‘A Liberal Education,’ by 
Will Geer and Joey Faye, is equally 
expert. 

The F.L.O.P. Plan, with the Marx 
Bros. running the government, is an- 
other comedy pepper-upper. Here 
again a screen is utilized, the sec- 
ond time in the evening; once be- 
fore, at the tee-off, with a medley of 
newsreels shots of dictators, march- 
ing feet, symbols of war, etc. 

Mary Jane Walsh’s ‘Entre Nous’ is 
a personal click, ribbing the cafe 
chanteuses. ‘International Mountain 
Climbers’ finales into Philip Loeb as 
Uncle Sam. Hiram Sherman per- 
sonites Chamberlain, torn between 
the dictator and democratic nations, 
in an Alpine scene, and, while as 
topical as today’s latest radio press 
flash from Prague or Godesburg, it’s 
more printer’s ink than mask-and- 
wig, as a manifestation of the liberal 
arts. 

Kaufman and Hart, co-billed as co- 
managers with Gordon, for the first 
time, are said to have had a creative 
refurbishing hand in this, as well as 
managerial, since the Philadelphia 
tryout. What is theirs, if any, is, of 
course, eclipsed by the general tenor 
of the Rome-Friedman original. The 
production is handsome, the talents 
varied and effective. Abel, 


DAME NATURE 


Comedy in three acts presented at Booth, 
N. Y., Sept. 26 by Theatre Guild; written 











by Andre Birabeau; adaptation by Patricia 
Collinge; staged by Worthington Minor un- 
der supervision of Theresa Helburn and 
Lawrence Langner; $3.30 top. 
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MEO. SIPAMNC 540s 60 660 066% Montgomery Clift 
Batton SCedE Wh 64.934 666-00048 © Morgan James 
Pourth POC 56 s5.00 808 F003 Peter Miner 
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Madame og ee Jessie Royce Landis 
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ee Ee Pret Teer »-Forrest Orr 
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When ‘Dame Nature’ was tried out 
at Westport, Conn., early in the sum- 
mer it was favorably regarded and 
it looked like the Theatre Guild 
would start its 21st subscription sea- 
son with a click. Premiere, however, 
did not Impress nearly as well and 
a limited engagement is indicated, 
although the play provides interest 
and diversion in the third act. 

Those who saw the country pre- 
sentation thought it was a better 
performance, despite the polishing 
and attention given the piece since 
then. Perhaps there is too much of 
the adolescent in the story; also, it is 
too repetitious, principally in the 
first half. 

Play mostly has to do with kids 
of highschool age, but does not be- 
gin to measure up to ‘What a Life’ 
in providing merriment. Only when 
the grown-ups go into action late in 
the play is it really funny, but that 
seemed too late. Locale is Paris and 
it would seem that the youngsters 
are well behind Americans of sim- 
ilar age in knowledge of the facts 
of life. 

In that respect, ‘Nature’ may seem 
dated, but there is a well intentioned 
background planted by the author. 
Andre Brisac, 16, becomes attached 
to Leonie Perrot, who is a year 
younger. The lass conducts a shop 
patronized by school kids, running 
the place alone since the death of 
an aunt. Because she is lonesome 
and he has an unpleasant home life, 
they find happiness together. Leonie 
soon learns she will have a baby. 

There is so much mention of the 
expected event that it becomes 
rather tiresome. The boy, coddled by 
his mother, is given scant attention 
by the father and, since the parents 
quarrel continuously, Andre sees 
escape only in the’ companionship 
of Leonie. Gabrielle Brisac, his 
mother, is of the possessive type and 
neither she, nor her husband, ever 
realized that the lad was growing 
up and needed guidance. 

In the last act, upon learning what 
has happened, they snap into further 





realization that Andre ha: become a 
man. Parents come to the shop, the 
mother believing her husband had 
the affair with the child-wife. The 
father’s conversation with the boy, 
who tells him why he had been un- 
happy at home, is almost tender. On 
the mother’s side, when she discov- 
ers she is a grandmother, it is the 
funniest bit in the show. As they 
exit, the idea of marriage is men- 
tioned, but the father says it would 
look like a first Communion, what 
with the lad still in short pants—at 
mother’s insistance. She does say 
he’ll have to have long ones now. 

Montgomery Clift is the actual 
lead as the boy Andre and he gives 
a clever performance. His anxiety 
when Leonie is about to give birth 
may seem strange, but it is believ- 
able in that he is afraid to tell his 
parents. At the time he is kept at 
home for a kids’ party. Morgan 
James as his buddy, turns in a very 
good performance. Lois Hall, as 
Leonie, looks the part of the child- 
wife, a sweet, pleasant girl. 

Jessie Royce Landis plays the 
mother, giddy in the second act, then 
working up the comedy values In 
the third. Onslow Stevens is the 
father, also a well handled assign- 
ment. Harry Irvine quite okay as a 
doctor and Thomas Coffin Cooke 
makes a small part stand out dis- 
tinctly. Ibee. 


HELLZAPOPPIN’ 


presented by Olsen 
and Johnson, Staged by Edward Duryea 
Darling: dances by Bob Alton and Mar- 
jorie Fielding. Features Olsen & Johnson, 
Barto & Mann, Radio Rogues (3), Hal 
Sherman, Ray Kinney & Aloha Maids (5), 
Bettymae & Beverly Crane, The Chariot- 





acts, 


Revue in two 


eers (4), Theo Hardeen. Others: Walter 
Nilsson, Reed Sisters, Joe Wong, Shirley 
Wayne, Billy Adams, The Starlings. At 

Street theatre, N. Y., opening Sept. 


46th 
22, '38: $3.30 top. 





Olsen and Johnson, plus a dash of 
the Shuberts and a large sprig from 
the old NVA roster, total the mad- 
dest cocktail fed the New York thea- 
tre since Clayton, Jackson and Du- 
rante first wrecked the Palace stage 
some years back. Its heavy hoke, 
zany slapstick and blank-cartridge 
explosions must leave the audience 
quite shell-shocked; if only mode- 
rately received, it will at least be 
heard during its Broadway run. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ stems from the tall 
corn districts, but could have been a 
100% wow for the metropolis. While 
in its present form it looks destined 
for greater success in the sticks, a 
dash of more class and at least one 
whistleable tune would have put it 
in the standout hit class on Broad- 
way. As is, it’s merely a glorified 
version and composite of the numer- 
ous Olsen and Johnson vaudeville 
units—entertaining. racy, fast, loud, 
but possibly not a $3.30 buy for very 
long. 

O and J. are billed as presenting 
as well as starring in the revue, but 
they are not holding the full finan- 
cial bag. Also interested in putting 
up the production coin, as well as 
providing the theatre, are the Shu- 
berts, although the backdrops are 
cheap and the costuming unimpres- 
sive. 

From start to finish, ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
makes no pretentions of being any- 
thing else but lowest of vaude’s low 
comedy. Little more could have 
been expected along these lines from 
O. and J., whose expert slapstick 
didoes in the picture houses are now 
known from coast to coast. Cast is 
strictly vaude wth only a couple of 
radio exceptions, the Radio Rogues 
(3) and the Charioteers, male Negro 
quartet. Barto and Mann, knock- 
about comedy team, only a few 
weeks ago at Loew’s State, on 
Broadway; Hal Sherman, hoofer; 
Bettymae and Beverly Crane, sister 
dance team; Ray Kinney and the 
Aloha Maids (3), Hawaiian s. and d. 
turn; Walter Nilsson, cyclist; Hardeen 
(Houdini’s brother), magician; Reed 
Sisters, singers; Billy Adams, colored 
hoofer, Shirley Wayne, comedy fid- 
dler, and Joe Wong, Chinese tenor, 
all hail from variety and nitery 
ranks. In the main, they comprise a 
good vaudeville show, but it’s non- 
name vaude stretched almost to the 
breaking point to fill out this rev -’s 
two and a half hours. 

Show has three distinct standouts. 
First is the opening film trailer, a 
tongue-in-the-cheek piece of com- 
edy that’s a surefire howl. Depicts 
President Roosevelt extolling ‘Hell- 
zapoppin’, the dubbed-in wordage 
perfectly fitting; then Hitler speak- 
ing in a Hebe dialect, John L. Lewis 
and finally Mussolini, with a deep- 
South drawl, that had the first-night 
audience screaming. It should make 
the German and Italian legations in 
N. Y. quite purplish. No. 2 sock are 
Bettymae and Beverly Crane, young, 
graceful tap and toe dancers, who 
will add class and personality to any 
setting, nitery, revue or vaude. Third 
is the femme singing duet billed as 
The Starlings. They lend an op- 
eratic touch to a couple of the show’s 
tunes and are good enough to almost 
sing the mediocre songs into the hit 
class. 

Otherwise, it’s a series of weak 
blackouts and wild roughhouse, with 
O. and J. pacing and taking part in 
almost everything. Stooges run wild 
in the audience; there’s a guy trying 
to sell good seats to ‘I Married An 
Angel’; a dame goes through the au- 
dience shouting for her ‘Oscar’; a 
worried florist carrying a small 
plant, which eventually grows into 
a large tree, keeps looking for a 
‘Mrs. Jones’; balloon and peanut 





salesmen; gorillas chasing femmes in 


my 








Plays Out of Town 


——<————eaep, 





A Woman’s a Fool—To 
Be Clever 


Philadelphia, Sept. 21. 


Comedy by Dorothy Bennett and Link 
Hannah; presented by John Wildberg. 
Staged by Frank Merlin, Settings, Don- 


ald Oenslager. Features Ian Keith, Vera 





Allen, Haila Stoddard. At the Erlanger, 
Philadelphia, Sept. 20, ’38. 
Christine Foster......ccccsscvess Vera Allen 
SOTE Foster. or cccccvecececcceess Ian Keith 
Eddie Sommers.......seeee0+ Edwin Phillips 
eS Bee ee Koes colee send ssaUWeae Ed Green 
Minerva Himmelman,.......Sandra Stanton 
Nina Suffieve.....ccccoseces Haila Stoddard 
Lew Lerner... sccccccsoccces Donald Foster 
Josephine Lerner.......ceeeees Edith Meiser 
Rosemary Littleproud, 
Margie Ann Kaufman 
First non-musical tryout of the 


year to hit Philadelphia is ‘A Wom- 
an’s a Fool—To Be Clever,’ which 
was attended by a generally favor- 
able press opening night. 

John Wildberg, the producer, has 
given this comedy a neat physical 
production and a _ better-than-aver- 
age cast. In the old days, the show 
would have been characterized as ‘a 
nice little show’ and would, under 
that rating, have won moderate suc- 
cess. ‘Nice little shows’ now have a 
small part in the theatrical scheme 
of things, and for that reason play 
doesn’t rate exceptional chances on 
Broadway although it demonstrated 
enough stuff in its original 1938 
strawhat presentations (Great Neck, 
N. Y., and Stony Creek, Conn.) to 
warrant this commercial production. 

Plot of this collaborative effort of 
Dorothy Bennett and Link Hannah 
(both associated in other theatrical 
enterprises) concerns a retired, ma- 
turing actor and his playwrighting 
spouse, who have left Broadway flat 
and retired to what they fondly hope 
and believe will be a peaceful and 
comfortable middle-age in Bermuda. 

Peace and comfort might have 
been possible if Jeff and Christine 
Foster hadn’t insisted on writing 
plays during their Caribbean calm. 
The writing of one play, however, 
resulted in a near breakup of their 
domestic bliss. A young lady with 
stage aspirations, hailing from 
Brooklyn, for the sake of ‘original- 
ity,’ masquerading as an emotional 
Russian star by the name of Nina 
Suffieva, comes all the way down 
to Bermuda in the hope of winning 
a leading role in the Fosters’ new 
play. Beguiling in appearance and 
not unendowed with gray matter, 
she decides to try her feminine wiles 
on Jeff. Being an ex-matinee idol, 
he’s extremely susceptible and, for a 
while, it looks as if the Foster house- 
hold wouid be disrupted. 

However, Nina overreaches her- 
self; Jeff finds out that he is too old 
for midnight flirtations, and Chris- 
tine, by letting wifely sagacity take 
precedence over normal, green-eyed 
jealousy, defeats her younger rival 
and keeps her husband’s love and 
devotion. 

The play improves as it carries on, 
last act being decidedly the best. 
Better-sustained ace and dialog 
that holds to the intended epigram- 
matic and ironic mood is needed, 
though. 

Subtle and polished wisecracks, 
when spun over a comedy’s usual 
two and a half hour period (inci- 


dentally, this one is short, with open. 
ing night’s curtain upping at 9 and 
falling at 11), need a Coward or a 
Lonsdale to produce a full flavor of 
satisfaction. But the authors of this 
piece can’t hold that pace. 

The authors are more successful 
with their characters, however. The 


conscious and trying, perhaps un- 
consciously, to fight against en- 
croaching middle-age, is solid and 
believable. So, too, is his wife, Chris. 
tine, although the authors have given 
her some of the play’s weakest and 
most uninspired lines. 

The role of Nina is, to a certain 
extent, overwritten, but it provides 
meaty opportunities. Two of the sub- 
ordinate characters, a languid Broad- 
way producer and his brittle, wise- 
cracking wife, have a Philip Barry 
touch anu provide much of the play’s 
amusement, 

Ian Keith, making his first Phila- 
delphia stage appearance in some 
time, scores as Jeff. Vera Allen 
triumphs over the ineptitude of her 
role of Christine. Haila Stoddard, 
as Nina, is effective. Edith Meiser, 
Eddie Green, Edwin Phillips, and 
Donald Foster also play capably. Di- 
rection, although generally able, 
could be sharpened. Waters. 


The Land That God 


Remembers 
Hollywood, Sept. 27. 


Musical drama with prolog, two acts, by 


Gorden D. Ayres; presented and directed 
by Ayres. Songs, ‘The Land That God 
Remembers,’ ‘Fancy of My Heart,’ ‘Broad- 
way Blues,’ ‘Prairie Stars,’ and ‘Room in 
My Heart for Rent,’ by Peggy Montgomery 
and Spike Featherstone. At the Wilshire- 
Ebell, L.A., opened Sept, 23, ’38. 

Cast: Gordon Ayres, Robert Howell 
Terry, Ken MoMillan, Lorraine Arden, 
Barbara Boudwin, Charles Bancroft, 
Peggy Montgomery, Wade Dinning, Jimmy 


Boudwin, 





Good story basis that fails to regis- 
ter due to cast weakness. Musical 
contains considerable dialog, five 
catchy tunes, and presents a grown- 
up ‘Baby Peggy’ Montgomery. Lack- 
ing pace, coordination between or- 
chestra and singers, and sadly in 
need of a stronger romantic lead, 
musical drama will be short-lived 
unless changes are made. 

Plot has a new York legit pro- 
ducer taking cast of his western 
musical to Montana to awaken 
troupers to feel of the open spaces, 
Play opens with prolog to plant the 
characters, then moves into first act, 
where scene is changed to the west. 
Introduction of one of the tunes, 
‘Broadway Blues,’ was muffed when 
loudspeaker fizzled. Orchestra failed 
to supply proper accompaniment, 
lagging behind several bars in in- 
stances. Idea for piece was supplied 
by Miss Montgorsery and executed 
by Gordon D. Ayres. Former baby 
screen star proves she is song com- 


poser of ability, collabing with 
Spike Featherstone. 
Barbara Boudwin, with looks, 


voice and talent, stands out as cast’s 
lead. Miss Montgomery also does 
okay. Robert Howell Terry, Lor- 
raine Arden and Jimmy Boudwin 
give capable support. 

Title tune is best of the score. 





the boxes; spiders (puffed rice), 
snakes, eggs and clothing tossed into 
the audience. And there’s a belly 
laugh when Johnson asks a femme 
leaving the audience during the 
show where she’s going—and she 
tells him, distinctly. 

The Barto and Mann knockabout 
specialty, split up for two sections 
in the show, is as funny here as in 
vaude, but, because of the body 
grabs, comprises the revue’s only 
blue stuff; Sherman clicks solidly 
with his panto hoofery, but the ac- 
tual buck ’n’ wing palm must go 
to the colored Billy Adams, a half- 
pint rhythmic edition of Bill Robin- 
son; Walter Nilsson’s unicycling is 
okay, but stretched too far for a solo 
spot in a show of this type; the 
Radio Rogues click solidly with 
their imitations of ‘he w.k.s, while 
the Charioteers were a complete 
smash at the opening with their de- 
livery of three songs, notably the 
stylistic rendition of ‘Ol’ Man Mose’ 
and spiritualistic singing of ‘Abe 
Lincoln,’ original by Earl Robinson 
and Alfred Hayes. In the Hawaiian 
scenes at the close of the show’s first 
and second halves, Ray Kinney, na- 
tive singer, and the hula-hula Aloha 
Maids, three brown-skinned lookers, 
add a lot to the tune, ‘It’s Time to 
Say Aloha.’ Hardeen’s illusions are 
good in the hokey touch O. and J. 
give ’em, while the Reed sisters are 
fair hotcha singers. 

Sammy Fain and Charles Tobias 
are credited with writing the lyrics 
and music for the show, but they 
provided only three songs, ‘Fuddle 
Dee Duddle,’ ‘Aloha’ and ‘Shaganola.’ 
Another tune, ‘When You Look in 
Your Looking Glass,’ was provided 
by Paul Mann and Stephen Weiss. 

If nothing else, ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
should be viewed by the major cir- 
cuit heads. It’s an object lesson in 
how entertaining vaude can be, and 
probably many will look at it with 
an eye to this show’s smash: possi- 
bilities at pop prices if cut down to 
a totally mad 60 or 70 minutes to fit 
with a picture, Scho. 


YOU NEVER KNOW 


Musical comedy in two acts presented at 
the Winter Garden, New York, Sept. 21, 
by the Shuberts, in association with John 
Shubert; Clifton Webb, Lupe Velez and 
Libby Holman starred; music by Cole 
Porter and Robert Katscher; adapted from 





original of Siegfried Geyer, Katscher and 
Karl Farkas by Rowland Leigh; dances 
staged by Robert Alton; $5.30 top. 

Tf) SOP rrrrrercrrrr terre Clifton Webb 
Baron De Romer. .cccsccccees Rex O' Malley 
CRUINOUNE i os ck ncesces Jeeercccess Eddie Gale 
TG Courtney. .rcecevcsoscvcoscses Toby Wing 
BORPER oce cc cciccccecetdevesnessce Lupe Velez 
oy es errr res Charles Kemper 
Mme. Baltin... .».. Libby Holmaa 
Headwaiter.... S64606as Roger Stearns 
F | POPP PerreTaTETTTeTre Te Wesley Bender 
EIN is bc ca viens <awdubouesses Dan Harden 
General Carruthers........-: Truman Gaige 
el ee eee erry ree re Ray Dennis 





‘You All Know,’ a musical of the 
intimate type, traipsed around the 
east last spring with varying reports, 
mostly to the effect that it was not 
so hot. Same goes for the show as 
now disclosed oun Broadway and a 
limited stay is indicated, despite the 
names in the cast, most of whom are 
either starred or featured in the 
Shubert manner. 

Show is based on ‘By Candlelight,’ 
of Viennese origin, which proved a 
fairly good draw at the Empire in 
1929, with Gertrude Lawrence, Les- 
lie Howard and Reginald Owen top- 
ping. ‘Know’ follows the original 
closely, too much so, with the result 
that it is mildly amusing at best. 
There are enough people present to 
provide mirth, but the material was 
not provided. 

Cole Porter is emphasized as top 
score writer, but the songs are No. 
2 stuff from the clever lyricist. Pro- 
duction has been brightened up over 
that seen on the road. Opening 
night performance was much too 
long and the second act specialties 
tossed in did not deter too many m 
the audience from taking a walk 
some time before the finale. : 

Lupe Velez wasn’t quite a hurri- 
cane, but turned in the best indi- 
vidual performance. Fiery little 





(Continued on page 58) 





aging author, Jeff Foster, still stage. 
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SEEK BUCKMAN 
OUSTER FROM 
CLEVE. AUD 


Cleveland, Sept. .27. 

Charges of mismanaging Cleve- 
land’s civic auditorium, which books 
concerts, road shows and exposi- 
tions into its three theatres, are be- 
ing made against Herbert Buck- 
man in an effort to oust him before 
next Jan. 1. City hall investigation 
prought out evidence of theft, sabo- 
tage, drunkenness, and immorality 
by employees under his regime. 

One recent roadshow exhibitor 
squawked that he had been triple- 
charged for some carpentry work, 
while books revealed that another 
exhib was billed only $98 for simi- 
lark work, when it should have been 
$333. Check further disclosed For- 
tune Gallo, opera impresario, is re- 
puted to still owe aduitorium sev- 
eral thousand dollars on an old bill 
that had been overiooked. 

Although Buckman helped investi- 
gators and made an effort to uncover 
and halt irregularities, he shortly 
will be asked to resign. If he goes, 
the mayor plans a housecleaning. 

Harold Miskell, opera booker and 
public relations counsel, is being 
touted as possible successor to 
Buckman, 


U. SHOWBOAT OPENS 
WITH ‘CHARLEY’S AUNT’ 


Seattle, Sept. 27. 

University of Washington Show- 
boat, just completed and the first 
student theatre of its kind sponsored 
by a university, opened with the old 
farce, ‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Thursday 
(22) to capacity preview audience. 
Preceding the show, the Federal 
music project's WPA band enter- 
tained. 

The attractive grounds and weep- 
ing willows fringing the shore made 
the event unique. Going across the 
gangplank, patrons came to a spa- 
cious lobby, a lounge below, prome- 
nade decks and railing on the Lake 
Union side. Showboat seats 225 on 
sloping floor, Enterprise is operated 
by the drama division of the univer- 
sity under the direction of Glenn 
Hughes. It is a large craft, moored 
at the foot of the campus with ample 
parking space for cars on shore, 


Gerty Lawrence Sought 
For New Golden Play 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 

John Golden due in from the east 
this week to confer with Gertrude 
Lawrence on her new play, ‘The 
Birds Stop Singing.’ Golden will 
stay on for the local run of ‘Susan,’ 
and then goes to Chicago with Miss 
Lawrence and most of the current 
cast, where the new piece breaks ni 
Oct. 10, 

Play is written by Lenore Coffee, 
scenarist. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Sept. 26) 
‘Brother Rat,’ Werba, Brooklyn, 




















‘Brother Rat,’ Queensboro, Elm- 
hurst, L. I., N. Y. 

‘Golden Boy’ (Luther Adler-Fran- 
ees Farmer), Harris, Chicago. 

‘I Am Different’ (Tallulah Bank- 
head), Selwyn, Chicago (28). 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ 

Huston), Shubert, Boston. 
‘Candida’ (Ann Harding), Curran, 
n Francisco, 

‘Personal Appearance’ (Dorothy 

MacKail), Shubert, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
‘Pins and Needles,’ Forum, Wichita 

(26); Shrine Auditorium, Oklahoma 

City (27); Convention Hall, Tulsa 

(28); Memorial Auditorium, Kansas 

City, Mo. (29-1), 

‘Susan and God’ (Gertrude Law- 
rence), Biltmore, Los Angeles. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Perth Amboy, N. 

J. (26-27): Long Beach, N. Y. (28); 

Shubert, New Haven (29-1). 
Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore), 

Plymouth, Boston. 
‘What a Life,’ Wilbur, Boston. 
Women,’ Royal Alexandria, To- 

Tonto, 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ Na- 
tional, Washington, 


(Walter 





WPA MAY RELIGHT 
‘HAITY IN HARLEM 


Closing of ‘Haiti,, WPA’s colored 
cast drama, at Daly’s 63rd Street, 
New York, is reported to have 
aroused the ire of the relief outfit’s 
colored unit. Players claim the 
show could have been continued 
either there or at the Lafayette, Har- 
lem, where it originated. WPA used 
that spot for the past two years, but 
did not renew the lezse. Understood 
that negotiations now are on to 





take over the theatre again and, with | 
that deal pending, no formal protest | 


from the colored groups is said to 
have been registered with the direc- 
tor. 


Stated that the reason for taking | 


off ‘Haiti’ was to make room for ‘On 
the Rocks,’ the Ceorge Bernard 
Shaw comedy-drama tha: opened at 
Daly’s last spring, but taken off to 
be ‘saved’ for this season. Matter of 
re-taking the Lafayette is explained 
merely a matter of arriving at a 
rental figure acceptable to WPA. Ex- 
pectation is that the lease will be 
renewed and ‘Haiti,’ after laying off 
a week or two, will relight at the 
Harlem spot. 


‘Niobe Wept’ Set 
By Pitt Playhouse; 
Ist Local Original 








Pittsburgh, Sept. 27. 

Pittsburgh Playhouse schedule for 
this year set by director Frederick 
Burleigh will include an original 
play by a local author, Tom Wilmot, 
for the first time. It’s ‘And Niobe 
Wept,’ which Wilmot, who appeared 
at Playhouse last season in closing 
musical revue, ‘Hold Your Hats,’ 
finished few weeks ago at Cohasset, 
Mass. Drama was tested there by 
Burleigh and Alexander Dean by 
junior acting group at a_ special 
matinee and inclusion in 1938-39 
Playhouse series followed. It’s a 
first play by Wilmot, who in the past 
has chiefly done radio scripting, 
spending last couple of years with 
Joe Penner and Ben Rocke office, 
respectively. 

Playhouse season opens Oct. 24 
with ‘It Can’t Happen Here,’ with 
‘Niobe Wept’ next. For holidays, 
opening Dec. 20, old-fashioned meller 
called ‘Gold in the Hills,’ will be 
produced. January production will 
be ‘Night Must Fall’ and after that 
three one-ncters, ‘Hands Across the 
Sea,’ ‘Ways and Means’ and ‘Fumed 
Oak,’ from Noel Coward’s ‘Tonight 
at 8:30. Sixth show still to be 
picked. Season will end April 11 
with annual musical. Instead of 
original revue, however, itll be 
‘Meet My Sister,’ Broadway opus of 
some years ago. 

Each production is to run for three 
weeks, all of them opening Tuesday 
night so as not to conflict with legit 
Nixon’s Monday getaways. 


White’s ‘Scandals’ For 
Fair Condensed Show 


George White, who has been east 
for some weeks, proposes presenting 
a ‘Scandals’ at New York’s World’s 
Fair in the spring. Revue producer’s 
idea is to schedule the show four 
times daily, seven days weekly, which 
would call for a condensed perform- 
ance in comparison to the former 
stage presentations, 

Understood the contract with the 
fair management has not yet been 
signed. Not definite whether the 
‘Scandals’ would be in the form of a 
floor show in a cafe or a separate 
concessions, 











ATS Subs Off 1/3 in Chi; 


Disappointments Blamed 
Chicago, Sept. 27. 

American Theatre Society sub- 
scriptions this year are off about 
one-third from last year’s total, in- 
dicating an approximate $11,000 as 
against last year’s $18,000 for the 
two-week subscription run. 

Blame for drop is laid to disap- 
pointments last season, several big 
shows promised failing to material- 
ize, with several new plays proving 
unsatisfactory. 

Set for ATS this season are 
‘Golden Boy’ (current), ‘Amphitryon 
38’ in repertory with ‘The Sea Gull,’ 
‘Of Mice and Men’ and ‘Shadow and 
Substance.’ ‘Our Town’ is a likeli- 
hood. 


BROKERS SEE END OF TICKET CODE 
BY JAN. 1; BOOTLEGGING REPORTED 








Talks Himself Out 


Actor was called to rehearsals 
of a new play and found the 
part called for just three lines. 
He advised the management 





that the role might just as well 
be eliminated, and a phone call 
that night was to the effect that 
the suggestion was okay. 

Play is ‘Window Shopping,’ 
which brings George Sidney 
back to Broadway from Holly- 
wood. 


Vint Freedley Sets 
Two B’way Musicals; 
Mary Martin’s Debut 


Mary Martin, radio and nitery per- 
former, is set for one of the leads in 
‘I'm an American,’ Vinton Freedley’s 
musical. She replaces June Knight. 
Show has a book by Bella and Sam 
Spewack and score by Cole Porter. 














Principals include Victor Moore, 
William Gaxton, Sophie Tucker, 
Tamara, George Tobias and Miss 


Martin. Show is a tune version of 
the Spewacks’ play, ‘Clear All Wires,’ 
which was done on Broadway in 
1932, 

Miss Martin is under personal con- 
tract to Laurence Schwab, who 
planned to use her in a musical of his 
own, but it has been postponed, She 
was a regular on the Metro ‘Good 
News’ radio program and did a 
singing and dancing act at the 
Trocadero, Hollywood nitery, but 
this is her first Broadway show. 

New additions to the cast of ‘The 
Flying Ginsbergs,’ another Freedley 
production, comedy by Allen Boretz 
and Max Liebman, include Sam 
Levene, Hume Cronyn and Everett 
Slaone. Already cast are Barbara 
Robbins, Percy Kilbride, Dudley 
Clements, Ann Pennington, Harold 
Whalen and Tess Gardell. 


ST. L. UNIONS NOW 
MULL LABOR STAGE 


St. Louis, Sept. 27. 
What may possibly develop into 
a rival or successor to ‘Pins and 


Needles,’ the dramatic stage success 
of the International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union, is the plan being 
mulled by the execs of the St. Louis 
branch, who also are holding con- 
ferences with other local labor 
unions with a view towards estab- 
lishing a joint Labor Stage in St. 
Louis. 

Tentative plot of a new show, yet 
untagged, will be built around a ceie- 
bration of the five years local union 
has had contractual agreements 
with local employers. Will drama- 
tize the gains the unions have made 
since beginning here in 1907. 











Agencies Complain League Is Withholding Instruc- 
tions on Which Managers, Theatres Are Banned 


—Hit Shows Will Put 


Code to Acid Test 





The new ticket code, or control 
system, is now in its third week on 
Broadway. All brokers are opposed 
to it and some venture the prediction 
that it will not work, also that the 


code will be out by the first of the 
year. Ostensibly, the agencies are 
limiting premiums to 75c on the 
lower floor and 50c for the balcony, 
but undercover or ‘bootleg’ sales are 
believed being made. 

Ticket men complain they cannot 
secure definite instructions from the 
League of New York Theatres re- 
garding whom they now can do busi- 


ness with and who are banned, either | 


because they are not members of the 
League or refused to sign the code. 
League carefully refrains from issu- 
ing a statement, written or verbal, in 


U. of P.’s Wig Show 
Going on Extensive 


Road Tour This Yr. 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 
‘All Around the Town,’ this year’s 
Mask and Wig show and 5lst annual 
production by the U. of Pennsyl- 
vania organization, will take one of 
the most ambitious and lengthiest 


tours the Wiggers have ever at- 
tempted. Preliminary appearances 
in Trenton and Wilmington will be 
followed by a week’s run at the 
Erlanger here Thanksgiving week. 


After that the show will trek west 
around the holidays, playing Allen- 
town, Harrisburg, Pittsburgh, War- 
ren (Pa.), then back east to Mont- 
clair, N. J., Albany, New York, then 
west once more to Rochester, In- 
dianapolis, Chicago and Cleveland, 
and finally a performance in Hart- 
ford, Conn. Dates will not be played 
consecutively. 

Clay Boland, who has turned out 
many pop successes for the Club’s 
shows, has again written most of the 
score with the aid of Bickley Reich- 
ner. Paul B. Hartenstein will again 
be in charge of the production as a 
whole, 


‘Chillun’ Ran North 


Los Angeles, Sept. 27. 


Federal Theatre Project’s all-negro 
production, ‘Run Little Chillun,’ 
opens as a commercial venture at 
the Geary, San Francisco, Nov. 1. 

Play will be taken north by Louis 
Lurie and Arch Selwyn at a guar- 
antee of $5,000 a week to FTP for 
an indefinite run. 

















Gov't Bldg. at Frisco Expo Will House 
3 Theatres—Legit, Kids’ and Outdoors 





San Francisco, Sept. 27. 
Three theatres in the north court 
of Treasure Island, site of the 1939 
Golden Gate International Exposi- 
tion, will be combined as the gov- 
ernment’s amusement sectors at the 
fair according, to a plan now being 


worked out under the direction of 
U. S. Commissioner George Creel 
and co-ordinator of exhibits, Wil- 
lard White, assisted by Ole Ness, 
regional director of the Federal 
Theatre Project. Theatres, which 
will be a part of the Federal build- 
ing, will cost $500,000 and will op- 
erate on a grind policy from 10 
a.m, to 11:00 p.m. 

Shows will be sent from Los An- 
geles, Frisco, Denver and Portland, 
with a company manager in charge 
of each. Heaviest burden of sup- 
plying the attractions will fall upon 
the Los Angeles project. 

Parents will be able to leave the 





kiddies in the children’s theatre in 





the Uncle Sam group while they at- 
tend a show in the main playhouse. 
In the main auditorium, equipped 
with newest devices in stagecraft, 
will be presented 45-minute sessions 
of WPA successes. 

An innovation in the staging will 
be intermediate lighting frum over- 
head bridges. Another feature will 
be the occasional combining of 
screen and stage technique, living 
players with motion picture back- 
grounds. A ‘living newspaper’ of 
current events will be another main 
theatre attraction. There will also 
be marionettes and other amuse- 
ments in the children’s playhouse. 

Sylvan theatre, third in the group, 
will afford outdoor entertainment in 
symphonies, tableau and dancing 
spectacles, under the direction of 
Alfred Hertz. 

All of the interior equipment of 
the scheme will be preserved after 
the fair for the establishment of 
roadside playhouses for the west’s 
initial venture in summer theatres. 








‘connection with managers or the- 


atres outside the league on grounds 
that it might lay the League and in- 
dividuals within the organization 
open to damage suits, if not conspir- 
acy charges. 


Shows that may test the code are 
coming to Broadway soon and if ad- 
vance reports are correct the demand 
for tickets will be abnormal and or- 
dinarily high prices would prevail. 
Proponents of the code anticipate 
some gypping because of the devious 
ways used to sell tickets for hits, but 
are confident the number of such 
sales will be at least partially lim- 
ited, besides which the theatres will 
hold 25% of the house for direct dis- 
tribution at the box offices. Possible 
collusion between the b.o. and dig- 
gers seeking such tickets is expected 
to be a development that will be dif- 
ficult to detect. 


Deadline for filing surety bonds by 
brokers as guarantee of good faith 
has not been set, Claimed that detail 
is not so important since the drastic 
measures in the code covering viola- 
tions should be enough to assure 
compliance. 


May Affect ‘Pins’ 

With the brokers asking the 
League for a list of those with whom 
they are not supposed to do business 
with and getting no answers, the 
agencies are continuing to do busi- 
ness with houses and managements 
on the outside. They are Labor 
Stage, with ‘Pins and Needles,’ and 
the Mercury Theatre, which will 
soon start operating again. Believed 
that if the agencies are charged with 
violations, with ‘Pins’ especially 
named, the show’s sponsor, which is 
the International Ladies Garment 
Workers union, one of the world’s 
strongest, might be impelled to go 
into action, legally and otherwise. 
League’s only answer to queries for 
specific information is that a list of 
those signatory to the code was sup- 
plied and speaks for itself. 


Pointed out by ticket men that 
‘You Never Know,’ which opened at 
the Winter Garden last Wednesday 
(21), would have been accorded an 
eight-week ticket buy in advance of 
the unfavorable press, but such 
transactions are ruled out by the 
code. Lee Shubert is said to have 
registered no squawk but J.J.’s atti- 
tude is not so certain. Latter put on 
the show. 


Brokers are well aware why the 
League will not crack about those 
not subscribing to the code. Equity 
is equally reticent and for the same 
reason, As with the first code dur- 
ing the NRA, the control of ticket 
premiums applies only to the legiti- 
mate theatre. Tickets for all other 
types of amusement, where admis- 
sions are charged, are not controlled. 
Grand opera and major sporting 
events furnish a fair percentage of 
agency profits, but theatre tickets re- 
main the main revenue source. 

Abbott Calls Off Deal 

George Abbott’s deal with the 
brokers in connection with his forth- 
coming production of ‘Two Boys 
From Syracuse’ (musical version of 
‘A Comedy of Errors’) has been can- 
celled by the manager because of 
‘misinterpretation and misrepresen- 
tation of the arrangement.’ Producer 
states that he doesn’t want to be re. 
garded as opposing the ticket code 
and declares that Equity understands 
and okays his position. Deal called 
for certain agencies advancing an 
estimated total of $20,000, but not as 
a ticket buy. Understood that the 
coin sought was not turned over to 
Abbott when he decided to call off 
the transaction. Manager is said to 
have commented that he did not 
need the capital which brokers had 
agreed to provide. As far as is 
known, he has not applied for mem- 
bership in the League, which is a 
requisite for signatories. Nor has 
John Golden, whose revived ‘Light- 
nin’’ is being handled in the agen- 
cies. The theatre (Golden) is being 
dually operated by the manager and 
the Shuberts and, as the latter are 
in the League, the code restrictions 
do not apply. Same thing will apply 
to ‘Syracuse,’ which goes into the 
Alvin, management of which is in 
the League, 
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boys in the ensemble are mostly 
ntmosphere, for the book is majored. 
However, there are some production 
numbers, best of which is ‘Take a 
Trip for Yourself,’ in a railway sta- 
tion, setting being too, but chorus or- 
dinary, handling the lyrics is ani- 
mated for a change. In the going 
are the Debonairs (6), who were 
unfortunate enough to be in the 
most dis:inct musical flop of last 
season, ‘Between the Devil.’ Dance 
routine by the male sextet is almost 
the same, with a bit of business 
added. 

There was an excellent ticket de- 
,mand for ‘You Never Know’ before 


, i I am grateful for your offer to remain = | £,0P7702 307) god houses are as- 


a | sured for the balance of the week, 


iti ‘but f th it is likely to b 
four additional weeks, but due to ad- | ditterent. Show was handied en- 


| different. Show was handled en- 
iE | | tirely. by the J. J. Shubert end of 


iW vance bockings, had to sail Sept. 22 | {h< in, Lee having nothing to say 
Vi to open at the GROSVENOR HOUSE, | 
LONDON, ENGLAND, Sept. 29, with 


the lovely 


Arter four of the most enjoyable 
and successful weeks of my career, | 
leave you BILLY ROSE, and the en- 
tire cast and staff of the CASA 
MANANA, N. Y., with a feeling of 
ce regret. 
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‘Romance’ in Jersey 


Town Forte $8,000 


Maplewood, N. J., Sept. 27. 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, in ‘Ro- 
mance,” hit the tops of a very suc- 
cessful season for Frank McCoy and 
O. E. Wee at the Mavlewood theatre 


by soaring over $8,000 on the week, 


, for an indefinite engagement. ; : 
hf with an extra matinee Friday. Cur- 


} 
i 
| rent attraction is Jane Cowl in ‘The 








i | Road to Rome.’ 


“ite T RA i A Estimate for Last Week 


aa ane inate seems 


‘Romance’ (Maplewood) (1,420: 25- 
|$1). With an added matinee Friday, 
|making nine performances on week, 
'Miss Skinner’s ‘Romance’ did capac- 

ity, $8,000. the tops of three months 
exceptional business. 
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) nae _ Akron Gets ‘Women’ 
ile irection Akron, Sept. 27. 
ae MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA ‘The Women’ will be Akron’s first 
ag legitimate attraction this year, hav- 
He ry ing been booked by the Colonial 
i i theatre for one night, Oct. 13. 

P. S.—Many Thanks to My Pal, Larry Puck | Manager ‘Dusty’ Rhodes said he 
ati C expects to have at least five attrac- 


tions, among them George M. 
,Cohan’s ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ this 
' season. 














duction and add a fourth show to 
the list. 





‘WOMEN’ HOT $12,500 
AS MONT’L TEE-OFF 


Montreal, Sept. 27. 
‘The Women,’ playing six nights 
and two mats at prices scaling from 
50c to $2.50, hit on high from start, 
despite rain and got excellent $12,- 


500. Left here Sunday (25) for week 
in Toronto. 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘The Women,’ His Majesty’s (CT) 
(1,600; 50c-$2.50). Packed every night 
with SRO out last part of week; 
took $12,500, giving Montreal's legit 
season best sendoff in years, 


Downey to Warble In 
Wanger’s Campus Carney 


Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Morton Downey plays the singing 
lead in Walter Wanger’s ‘Winter Car- 


nival,’ a picture with a Dartmouth 
College background. Shooting starts 
after Christmas holidays. 


Singer is currently at Cocoanut 
Grove. 














Seven-Eighths Salary 
OK’d for ‘Knickerbocker’ 


Permission to pay only seven- 
eighths of a week’s salary to the cast 
of ‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ was yes- 
terday (Tuesday) granted the Play- 
wrights Co. by Actors Equity coun- 
cil. ‘Knickerbocker,’ the Maxwell 
Anderson-Kurt Weill musical which 
the Playwrights are producing, is at 
the Shubert, Boston, this week. It! 





was to have opened there Monday | 
(26), but was set back until last | 
night (Tuesday) by the effects of last | 
week’s storm. | 
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WPA Gives Chi Negro ‘Mikado’: 
Bankhead In, ‘Golden Boy’ Big 166 





Chicago, Sept. 27. 

Season is picking up. There will 
be two shows in town starting to- 
morrow (Wednesday), when ‘I Am 
Different’ arrives at the Selwyn to 
supplement ‘Golden Boy,’ now in its 
third smackeroo session at the Har- 
ris. 

San Carlo opera opens in the big 
Auditorium next Monday (3). Ger- 
trude Lawrence in “Susan and God’ 
makes the Harris Oct. 10, with ‘The 
Women’ booked into the big Audi- 
torium on Nov. 6. : 

WPA had a big opening Sunday 
(25), when the Federal Theatre 
prought in a modernized version of 
‘The Mikado,’ with an all-Negro cast, 
into the Great Northern. 

‘Golden Boy’ is a sell-out here and 
could go much longer than its dated 
four-week gallop. From here moves 
into Detroit for a week, Boston for 
three weeks, Philadelphia for a fort- 
night, with single sessions in Balti- 
more, Washington and Pittsburgh. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Gelden Boy’ (Harris) (3d week) 
(1,000; $2.75). With second week of 
American Theatre Society subscrip- 
tions necessitating fewer cut-rate 
ducats, the gross shot up another 
$2,000, snagging terrific $16,000. Press 
handling on this show had been well- 
nigh perfect on all angles, with p.a. 
Fred Spooner giving the town pienty 
of fresh angles on coverage. 

‘i Am Different’ (Selwyn) (ist 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Opens tomor- 


row night (Wednesday), with fair 
advance for ‘Tallulah Bankhead 
comedy, 
WPA 
‘Power’ (Blackstone). Closed Sat- 
urday (24). 


‘The Mikado’ (Great Northern). 
Negro unit opened modern version 
of Gilbert & Sullivan on Sunday 
(25). 


Frisco Strike 
Hits Bankhead, 
Only Fair $9,500 


San Francisco, Sept. 27. 

Things were pretty much in the 
doldrums here last week, most of 
which could be attributed to the 
strike which closed all warehouses 
and the picketing of all the leading 
department stores. This, together 
_ with the fact that notices on ‘I Am 
Different,’ the new Zoe Akin’s play 
for Tallulah Bankhead, were not any 
too enthusiastic, didn’t help things 
too much at the Curran, where Miss 
Benkhead closed a two week's en- 
gagement Saturday (24). : 

Since opening here, ‘Different’ has 
undergone plenty of rewriting, which 
has helped the play considerably. 
Withdrawal from the cast of Glenn 
Anders, because of illness, left the 
company in bad spot last week in 
finding a replacement. Hershel May- 
hall finally stepped into Anders’ role, 
the second most important male part 
in the play. Anders is out of the cast 
temporarily. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘I Am Different’ (Curran) (1,771; 
$2.75) (2nd wk). New Zoe Akin’s 
play has undergone plenty of re- 
writing the past fortnight and has 
improved considerably since _ it 
opened two week’s ago. Second weck 
netted fair enough $9,500, consider- 
ing strike conditions, etc. Matinees 
were strong. ‘Different’ folded here 
Saturday (24) and opens in Chicago 
tomorrew (Wed ). 








WPA 
‘These Few Ashes’ (Alcazar) (1,269: 
$1.10) (ist wx). Although not as 
well received by the crix as some of 
the former Federal Theatre Project 
Offerings here, show is doing good 
usiness, 


Setting NW Loop 


Vancouver, Sept. 27. 

Legit season opened here last week 
with ‘Pins and Needles,’ in for two 
days, playing to very nice biz at 
$3,000 Rave notices and word of 
mouth from opening night built sec- 
ond day to virtual capacity. 

L. A. Allen, partner in the Empress 
theatre, sole legiter here, leaves in 10 








days for tour of Coast cities to drum | 
uP again the highly profitable north-| ih a road cast, did exceptionally | 


+ 








Mpis. Due for Big 
Roadshow Season 


Minneapolis, Sept. 27. 

Leo Murray, manager of Lyceum, 
legit roadshow house, claims city 
will see more legit traveling attrac- 
tions ensuing season than for many 
years. 

Season opens Oct. 6-8 with ‘Pins 
and Needles.’ Other underlines are 
Lunt and Fontanne, Ed Wynn, 
‘Shadow and Substance,’ ‘Golden 


Boy,’ ‘Susan and God,’ Fred Stone 
in ‘Lightnin’, Ethel Barrymore in 
‘Whiteoaks,’ and a return engage- 
weet of ‘You Can’t Take It With 
Ou.’ 


PHILLY BOOKING 
SET; ‘CLEVER’ 
LIGHT 46 


Philadelphia, Sept. 27. 


After numerous charges and 
switches, Philly’s legit booxing pro- 
gram for the next month or more 
has finally been pretty well ironed 
out. Two Shubert-controlled houses 
offer new shows next week and the 
third (Chestnut) relights Oct. 17. Six 
shows will be offered at these three 
houses during the month of October, 
two of them try-outs. 

George Cohan’s ‘I'd Rather Be 
Right’ leads the list, opening Mon- 
day (3), at the Forrest for a two- 
week stay. It will be followed by 
Dwight Deere Wiman’s musical, 
‘Great Lady’ (switched from _ the 
Chestnut where first advertised), 
Oct. 20. 

Tuesday night (4), the Locust 
starts its season with Eddie Dowling’s 
try-out historical dramatic produc- 
tion, ‘Madame Capet,’ with Eva Le 
Gallienne. It will be followed after 
a fortnight’s stay by ‘Whiteoaks,’ 
with Ethel Barrymore. ‘Amphitryon 
38,” Theatre Guild offering with the 
Lunts, previously set for the Forrest, 
opens, instead, at the Chestnut Street 
Opera House Oct, 17, where it will 
play two weeks on_ subscription. 
Same stars wi'l present ‘The Sea 
Gull’ for a single week starting Oc- 
tober 24. Only other Shubert book- 
ing now officially set is ‘Golden Boy’ 
for Nov. 7 at Locust, but it may be 
switched to Chestnut. 

Erlanger has no booking to fol- 
low the comedy try-out, ‘A Woman’s 
a Fool—To Be Clever,’ which closes 
two-week stay Saturday (1). New 
Mask and Wig show, ‘All Around the 
Town,’ is officially skedded Thanks- 
giving Week, with “Tobacco Road’ 
booked a week or so later. Manage- 
ment expects a booking in October, 
however. 

‘A Woman’s a Foo!l—-To Be Clever’ 
was reported the middle of last week 
as qutting its two-week stay in half, 
bud finally decided to continue. No- 
tices here, with one exception, were 
favorable, if not exactly enthusiastic. 
Torrential downpour Wednesday 
(21) matinee, always good at this 
house, hurt total biz a lot, with 
$4,500 reported for seven perform- 
ances. However, that was not so 
bad for a modestly-produced little 
comedy like this. 

‘Sing Out the News’ went out 
after Wednesday (21) night’s per- 
formance, giving the Max Gordon 
revue three and a half weeks at the 
Forrest. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘A Woman’s a Fool—To Be Clever,’ 
Erlanger (1,800; $2) (1st week). No- 
tices good on the whole. Weather 
hurt first few days and show was 
skedded to close Saturday (23), but 
decided to stick out second week; 
$4.500 in seven performances. 

‘Sing Out the News,’ Forrest (2,- 
000: $2.50) (4th week). Played only 
four performances of final week, 
ending stay Wednesday (21). An- 
other socked by torrential rains; 
$5,500 in four shows. 


Boy’ 66, Newark 


Newark, Sept. 27. 
‘Golden Boy,’ on its first visit here 

















West loop, planning to sell producers | well at the Shubert, netting nearly 


the idea of sending San Francisco | $6,000 


and L. A. productions through this 
territory, Plan calls for two weeks 
Playing time split among Portland, 
Seattle, Vancouver, Victoria, 
three 


theatres in these cities are agreeable. 





and | 
one-night stands, providing | ¢ounted for a good week at the b.o., | to 
‘nearly $6,000. 


on the week. Current show is 
return engagement of ‘Brother Rat. 
Estimate fer Last Week 


‘Golden Boy’ (Shubert) (1,950; 50- | 
Without benefit of the origi- | 


$1.50). 
nal leads. Clifford Odets’ drama ac- 











‘Pins’ Fair 8G, Denver 


: Denver, Sept. 27. 
_ ‘Pins and Needles’ played to fair- 
isk biz in three performances—two 
nights and mat. Advance sale for 
‘Susan and God,’ here for two nights 
and a matinee next week, is heavy. 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Pins and Needles’ (Auditorium) 
(2,800; $2.24). Three shows to about 
$3,000. 

WPA 


‘Autumn Crocus’ (Baker Federal) 
(437; 40c). Business picking up as 
fall comes on. 


BARRYMORE OK 
$8,500 IN 
BOSTON 


Boston, Sept. 27. 

When ‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ first 
of the Playwrights’ Co. productions, 
opens tonight (Tuesday), with Walter 
Huston in the lead, the Hub will have 
three shows in town and a good line- 
up of bookings for the future. ‘Knick- 
erbocker’ preemed in Hartford Sat- 
urday night (24), but the flood han- 
dicapped the production, particularly 
the lighting. Opening here was post- 
poned one day. 

‘What a Life,’ in fourth week, is 
holding good, steady pace, partly 
through missionary work of Martin 
Jurow and Frank McCarthy, who 
have been circulating through high 
schools of metropolitan Boston, hypo- 
ing biz from a natural source for this 
comedy. 

Ethel Barrymore was received en- 
thusiastically in her opening week of 
‘Whiteoaks.’ ‘Amphitryon 38,’ with 
Lunt-Fontanne, comes into Colonial 
Oct. 3; ‘Golden Boy’ is slated for the 
Plymouth Oct. 17; ‘Clear All Wires,’ 
new Vinton Freedley musical, Oct. 
17; ‘Generals Need Beds,’ with Ina 
Claire, Oct. 18, and ‘Boys from Syra- 
cuse,’ Oct. 31. ‘Plant in the Sun,’ 
produced by local: Transit Players, 
opens tonight at Peabody Playhouse, 
with ‘Transit,’ by Philip Stevenson, 
as dual bill. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘What a Life’ (Wilbur) (1,200; $2.75) 
(3d week). Dented slightly by hur- 
ricane-flood, which crimped commut- 
ing. Light comedy is fairly staunch 
at the b.o. and $8,000 for third frame 
was Satisfactory. 

‘Whiteoaks’ (Plymouth) (1,480; 
$3.30) (ist week). Ethel Barrymore 
fans supporting it well, and more are 
expected to pass through the gate 
this week, with rail transportation 
returning to normal. Opening week 
okay $8,500. 


San Carlo Quitting 
New York with OK 
606 in 2} Weeks 


San Carlo Opera company con- 
cludes a two and a half week en- 
gagement at the Center, N.Y., Satur- 
day (1), with indications that the 
total gross for 20 performances will 
top $60,000. With performances 
averaging $3,000 nighty, business has 
been virtual capacity from the open- 
ing. Last week's takings were 
quoted at $24,000, top being $1.50 (no 
admissions tax for grand opera). 











| Picketing of the house by the Grand 


Opera Choral Ailiance apparently 
had negligible effect. 

The Fortune Gallo outfit moves to 
Chicago, opening at the Auditorium 
Monday (3), date extending to 
Oct. 23. , 





Mosque, Newark, Opens 
To Legit with ‘Blossom’ 


Newark, Sept. 27. 

New Mosque, problem theatre of 
Newark, opens Monday night (3) 
with revival of ‘Blossom Time,’ fea- 
turing Everett Marshall, Charlotte 
Lansing. Doug Leavitt and William 
Kent. House, which has tried vaude- 
ville, pictures and opera, has seating 
capacity of 3.400, allowing for low 
admission for ‘Blossom’ of 40c to $1.65 
evenings, including Sundays, and 40c 
to $1.10 matinees Wednesday and 
Saturday. 

Shuberts producing and Frank L. 
Smith managing. 





‘Pins’ Tees Off Milw. 
Milwaukee, Sept. 27. 
Davidson theatre, one of Milwau- 
kee’s two legits, will open Oct. 9 
with ‘Pins and Needles.’ Theatre 


| opens later than usual because of re- 


modelling. 

More than 1,500 season reservations 
have been taken and Anthony Phi- 
nee. theatre manager, looks forward 
the best season in years with 
about 20 playsin the offing. 








| Jay Strong; 
| Bailey with 
| others; opened Tuesday (27). 


Storm Dents B'way, but 3 New 
Arrivals Look Okay; “Missouri, 
$11,600, ‘Sing Out News’ Favored 


While the new season's arrivals 
to date do not include a smash, al- 
though one (‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
bye’) is touted to unfold this week, 
there are at least three new shows 
with fairly good money chances on 
the, boards. 

Two musicals which premiered 
late last week are included in the 
trio, with ‘Hellzapoppin’ indicated to 
be the topper at the 46th Street, 
judging from the ticket demand 
early this week. Show is a vaude- 
revue, rated as screwy as anything 
displayed in years. Olsen and John- 
son concocted this affair, and while 
the critics admitted they laughed as 
heartily as other first-nizhters, the 
notices were most v mild. Looks like 
word-of-mouth will send this one 
across. 


‘Sing Out the News’ came in Satur- 
day (24) at the Music Box, drawing 
a fairly good press. Revue had been 
highly regarded at the 
Philadelphia, where 
for several weeks. Monday’s (26) 
attendance was indicative of pros- 
perous business. ‘Missouri Legend,’ 
at the Empire, registered a satisfac- 
tory though not exceptional gross, 
initial week’s takings being around 
$11,000. ’ 

A third early, musical, “You Never 
Know,’ Winter Garden, drew an ad- 
verse press. It opened last mid- 
week with a heavy advance sale for 
the succeeding three days, but the 
agency call then dropped away 
down. First full week of ‘Lightnin,’ 
Golden, was quoted around $8,500. 
which encouraged the management to 
expect a stay. ‘Come Across,’ the first 
opening of the season, proved the 
first flop and dropped out at the 
Playhouse last Saturday. 

Business last week was somewhat 
affected by heavy rains climaxed by 
the hurricane of Wednesday (21). 
There were ticket cancellations on 
Thursday and Friday. With transpor- 
tation disrupted, patrons from out- 
lying districts could not reach the 
city. By Saturday night, however, 
conditions around the metropolis 
were much improved and theatre 
attendance was excellent all along 
the line. 

‘Shadow and Substance’ ends a 
goodly run this week. Due in next 
week: ‘Victoria Regina’ (repeat), 
Martin Beck: “The Fabulous Invalid,’ 
Broadhurst; ‘The Devil Takes a 
Bride,’ Cort: “The Good,’ Windsor. 
WPA is trying to make up its mind 
about ‘The Big Blow’ opening. It 
removed ‘Haiti’ at Daly’s, which re- 
lights with ‘On the Rocks.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Bachelor Born,’ Lyceum (36th 
week) (C-957; $3.30). Improved and 
has been topping $6,000 in past two 
weeks; intention is to continue en- 
gagement through October. : 

‘Come Across,’ Playhouse. With- 
drawn after a week and one half; 
could not climb after weak press. 

‘Dame Nature,’ Booth (lst week) 
(C-708; $3.30). Presented by Thea- 
tre Guild; adapted by Patricia Coll- 
ings from the French; tried out at 
Westport, Conn., in early summer; 
opened Monday (26). 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ 46th Street (2d 
week) (R-1,375; $3.30). Press bore 
down on vaude-revue with some ex- 
ceptions, but word-of-mouth claims 
it is funniest show in years; built up 
after starting late last week. 

‘I Married An Angel,’ Shubert 
(2lst week) (M-1,367; $4.40). 
to the $28,000 level, which means ca- 


it was pruned 


pacity and is expected to stand up | 


against incoming musicals for some 
time. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Miller 
(1st week) (C-944; $3.30). Presented 
by Brock Pemberton; written by 
Clare Boothe; touted from Washing- 
ton ar real good thing. 

‘On Borrowed Time,’ Longacre 
(35th week) (D-1,019; $3.30). 
Weather affected most business, but 
no material drops noted; takings 
here quoted at $8,600, which is 
profitable. 

‘Our Town,’ Morosco (35th week) 
(D-961; $3.30). Went off slightly, but 
rated well over the $10,000 mark; 
some cancellations, but patrons 


switched tickets to this week, which | 


should help. 

‘Missouri Legend,’ Empire (ind 
week) (D-1,096; $3.30}. Starting 
business in face of bad weather and 
no advance sale indicates first 
dramatic success: better than $11,000 
quoted and should improve. 

‘Shadow and Substance,’ Plymouth 
(34th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Final 
week; import has made excellent 
stay and goes to road: has grossed 
over $9,500 in recent weeks. 

‘Sing Out the News,’ Music Box 
(Ist week) (R-1,013; $4.40) Opened 
Saturda: (24): drew mixed press, 
but some distinctly favorable, with 
indications it will do. 

‘Thanks fer Tomorrow.’ Bayes (1st 
week) (D-700; $3.30). Presented by 
written by Le Roy 
interpolated songs by 


‘30 Days Hath September,’ Hudson 





| (C-789; $3.30). 








Back | 





| rector and author were in 





(ist week) (C-1,094; $3.30). Pre- 
sented by Kirby Grant; written by 
Irving Gaumont and Jack Sobell; 
opens Friday (30). 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (25l1st 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). War horse 
|of the list goes along to modest 
| money, but turns a profit right along; 
| $5,000. 

‘What a Life,’ Biltmore (24th 
week) (C-991; $3.30) Has been 


picking up and now rated over the 
$9,000 level, which provides goodly 
profit for laugh show. 

‘You Never Know,’ Winter Garden 
(2d week) ‘R-1,671; $3.30). Opened 
middle of last week; drew very mild 
press and chances doubtful, although 
advance sale for succeeding perform- 
ances excellent. 

‘You Can’t Take It with You’ Im- 
perial (®4th week) (C-1,468; $1.65). 
Special road show opening; this one 
to stick until end of run; business 


J ) | still profitable, with last week. ap- 
opening in | 


proximating $8,000. 
Revival 
Golden (3d week) 

Doing okay in eyes 
of management; Sunday plug by 
critics should elp; first full week 
rated at $8,500 and satisfactory. 

Added 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(44th week) (R-500; $2.75). Going 
along profitably, with last week a 
little under previous week because 
of weather; quoted at $6,400. 

WPA 

‘One Third of a Nation,’ Adelphi 
(37th week). 

‘Haiti,’ Daly’s. Withdrawn Satur- 
day after 30 weeks; may relight at 
Lafayette, Harlem; ‘On the Rocks’ 
resumes here. 

‘Prologue to Glory,’ Ritz (24th 
week), 

‘The Big Blow,’ Elliott (1st week). 
Slated tc open this week after being 
postponed several times. 


SUSAN'S’ 3 WKS. 
IN L. A. GOOD 
FOR 536 


Los Angeles, Sept. 27. 
Gertrude Lawrence winds up three 
weeks at the Biltmore (1), with a 
probable $53,000 as the final total for 
the run. Second stanza held strong, 
topping first week by few hundred 


‘Lightnin’,’ 








dollars. Biltmore goes dark next 
week, relighting (0) with Ann 
Harding in ‘Candida. Opus was 


tried out (23) in Santa Barbara, and 
is current at the Curran in San 
Francisco, 

‘Soliloquy’ comes here Oct. 24 
after couple of weeks in Frisco, and 
then heads for New York. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Susan and Ged’ (Biltmore) (C- 
1,656; $2.75) (2nd week). Gertrude 
Lawrence’s personal popularity over- 
shadowing play; accounted for smart 
$18,500 on second week. Advance 
strong, 

WPA 

‘Having Wonderful Time’ (Holly- 
wood Playhouse). Closes (9), fol- 
lowed (12) by ‘Dance Concert,’ in for 
one week only before. starting tour 
of Northern California. 

‘Run Little Chillun’ (Mayan). Re- 
sumed (24) after five-day layoff and 
sticks through October before goin 
to San Francisco as a commercia 
venture, 

‘Dance Concert’ (Belasco). Debuts 
(29) and runs through Oct. 9, 


‘KISS BOYS’ STRONG 
$12,000 IN WASH. 


‘ Washington, Sept. 27. 
Capital legit season bowed in Mon- 
day (19) with pre-Broadway tryout 








‘ef Clare Boothe’s ‘Kiss the Boys 


Goodbye.’ Carriage trade turned out 
nicely to provide the glamour and 
the balconies, as usual, paid the ex- 
penses. Having producer Brock 
Pemberton, director Antoinette 
Perry and authoress Boothe all in 
town day before opening and 
throughout week kept show in 
papers regularly and take, at $2 top, 
Started year off satisfactorily all 


| around. 


Current is return engagement of 
‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ Film 
version opens on next to last day 
of legit run (30) and overlapping 


| ballyhoo is helping stage edition. 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘Kiss the Bovs Goodbye’ (National; 
$2.00 top)—-Opening week of season; 
plenty bally because producer, di- 
} town; ap- 
proximately $12,000, good. 
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i f limited editions, he is also an Burroughs Buys Pyramid 
Correspondents tors. Number of other literary fig- of s ; 
The AP, UP and INS are mustering | ures will form an advisory board. Food for Thought vepicure of no small reputation. Gaige| Lewis Robert Burroughs has 


their forces of potential war cor- 
respondents, in anticipation of set- 
ting up foreign news bases. All pass- 
ports of former overseas journalists 
are being renewed and elaborate 
plans being laid. INS (Hearst) fig- 
ures on Geneva or Aix-les-Bains 
(French spa) for its press headquar- 
ters. AP has Deauville or Marseilles 
in mind. UP will similarly set up 
either in France or a neutral coun- 
try. 

Idea is to have a field press head- | 
quarters sufficiently removed from 
the potential war zones, free of com- | 
munications interference and also as | 
free of official censorship, outside of | 
the usual press intelligence that’s 
perforce set up by the military in 
every country, depending on the} 
sympathies of that nation. Press 
Wireless (RCA Communications) is 
making all the preliminary arrange- | 
ments. 

Back-of-the-front coverage would, 
of course, be chiefly via shortwave 
radio, but naturally subject to strict 
military censorship. 











Steinbeck Turning to Stage 

John Steinbeck tells intimates on 
the Coast that after he completes 
the novel on which he is now work- 
ing’ he will devote himself there- 
aiter to playwriting. 

Exactly why Steinbeck will for- 
sake prose not disclosed, but can’t 
be lack of appreciation. His books 
have been exceedingly well regarded 
and big sellers. Playwriting is not 
new for Steinbeck. He dramatized 
his own novel, ‘Of Mice and Men,’ 
and piece was as successful on the 
Stage as it was between book covers. 


Decision of Steinbeck to abandon 
prose for plays closely follows that 
of Thornton Wilder. Also a leading 
American novelist, Thornton Wilder, 
following the successful presenta- 
tion of his ‘Our Town,’ still current, 
made known that he would write 
plays only in the future. Still an- 
other who said he was abandoning 
prose for plays is J. B. Priestley, 
among the foremost contemporary 
British novelists. Priestley has since 
written a number of plays, and most 
of them successful, but he continues 
to sneak in a new book now and 
then. 





Philly Guild’s Defense Fund 

Newspaper Guild of Philly and 
Camden voted three to one last week 
to double its dues for the next five 
months to raise a $5,000 defense fund. 
Action is the result of the firing of 
32 employes by J. David Stern, pub- 
lisher of the Philly Record. 

Record unit of the Guild also re- 
jected last week a proposal by Stern 
that present wages be ‘frozen’ for an 
indefinite period, stopping the peri- 
Odic increases provided in the Rec- 
ord’s Guild shop contract. Stern 
asked the Guild’s acquiescence, he 
admitted under questioning by the 
shop committee, not so much for the 
small saving it would mean, but to 
give him a point in dealing with 
other unions on the paper. He said 
the Guild would be ‘cooperating.’ 
Unit, in its reply, declared it didn’t 
feel that Stern had been ‘cooperat- 
ing’ during the recent firings, so it 
saw no reason for giving up anything 
protected in its contract. 





Busy Fanny Ellsworth 

Fanny Ellsworth, who divides her 
activities between the Eltinge War- 
ner mags, two of which she edits, and 
the Newsstand Fiction Unit, which 
she serves in an advisory capacity, is 
additionally turrfng publisher on 
her own. Has organized the Phame 
Publishing Co., and is preparing a 
mag to appear in November. 

Phame Publishing Co. will be 
quartered with the Newsstand Fic- 
tion Unit in Rockefeller Center, 
where Miss Ellsworth spends a num- 
ber of hours each day. Rest of the 
day Miss Ellsworth is at the Eltinge 
Warner offices. 

New publishing enterprise makes 
Miss Ellsworth unique in the indus- 
try, as she will be the only person 
simultaneously working for two pub- 
lishing houses and operating a third 
on her own. Title and nature of 
her own forthcoming mag is being 
kept secret for the time beng. 





Prisoners’ Mag for Prisoners 

Two inmates of Michigan State 
Prison, Roland Fayette Coon and 
Wayne Joseph Husted, shortly to be 
released, are planning the publica- 
tion of a national monthly mag aimed 
principally at the 200,000 inmates of 
the country’s state and _ federal 
prisons. They will call the publica- 
tion America’s Unknown. They 
claim to have already secured the 
services of Charles E.lward Russell, 
former Chicago newspaper publisher, 
and Paul Schubert, novelist, as edi- 


According to plans for the mag, | 
which will begin publication upon | 
the release of its two sponsors, it will | 
be an all-round publication to con- 
tain all types of fiction, sports, 
humor, cartoons, photographs and 
even musical compositions. 

Husted has had show biz connec- 
tions. 





Hunter Gets Promoted 
After some years as business and | 
advertising manager of Silver “creen | 
and Screenland, Paul C. Hunter was | 
upped to publisher and v.p. of the | 
two film fan mags by Vic.or G.| 
Heimbucher, prez of the publishing | 
company. Hunter was with the| 
Hearst organization before going 
with the Heimbucher publications. 
Robert L. Johnson, formerly v.p. | 
of Time mag, was engaged by the} 
two mags to serve in an advisory ca- 
pacity. Johnso: recently acquired 
control of Promenade, the class mag, 
but his Silver Screen-Screenland 
duties will not interfere with his ac- 
tive operation of that publication. 








Nation’s Staff Shifts 

Departure of Max Lerner as edi- 
tor of The Nation, to take the post 
of professor of government at Wil- 
liams College, was followed by a 
number of editorial changes on the 
publication. 

Three new regular contributors 
will be John Gunther, Archibald 
MacLeish and Helen Woodward. I. 
F. Stone, of the N. Y. Post, and Keith 
Hutchison, formerly of the London 
staff of the N. Y. Herald Tribune, 
become associate cditors, with Max- 
well S. Stewart continuing in a like 
capacity. Freda Kirchwey, publisher, 
continues as executive editor. 





‘Ep’ Hoyt Jumps Again 

Palmer ‘Ep’ Hoyt has been ap- 
pointed general manager of the Ore- 
gonian, Portland, largest daily in the 
Pacific northwest. Ten years ago 
Palmer Hoyt was writing reviews of 
the local shows. He rose quickly to 
managing editorship of the paper. In 
the latest shake-up he was made 
general manager of both news and 
advertising departments. 

In the same shake-up, C. O. Chat- 
terton was made manager of the 
paper’s radio stations, KGW and 
KEX, replacing Carey Jennings. 
Hoyt and Chatterton have top com- 
mands of the properties under O. L. 
Price, publisher. 





Akron, Sept. 27. 

Walter ‘Buck’ Coyle, erst- 
while city editor of the folded 
Times-Press here, has gone 
from dishing news tc dishing 
food. Some time ago Coyle 
opened a confectionary near the 
Times-Press building. 

When his paper folded, Coyle 
collected his dismissal pay and 
went into the restaurant busi- 
ness full time, now catering to 
more than 300 Beacon Journal 
employees wl-o ..ave taken over 
the old Times-Press plant. 




















Sheed & Ward’s Reprints 

Anglo - American - Canadian book 
publishing firm of Sheed & Ward 
will take a flier with reprints. To 
experiment with six reissues, three 
in October and three in December, 
in paper covers at 50c and cloth at 
$1. Will be known as Unicorn 
Series, and if getting across will be 
regularly continued. American is- 
sues of the reprints will go to around 
5,000 copies in each price edition at 
first. 

Other new activity of American 
branch of Sheed & Ward is its own 
lecture bureau for the scribblers on 
its list. John C. Winston Co. is un- 
derstood to be the only other pub- 
lishing house arranging lecture dates 
for its authors. 





American Press 

Paul Scott Mowrer, president of 
the American Press Society, will 
shortly name a nominating commit- 
tee to draw up a ticket for national 
administrative officers for 1939, 
Election will be hele early in No- 
vember. 

Appointment of the nominating 
committee was delayed because of 
action to be taken cn constitutional 
revisions. Proposed revisions in- 
clude a number of chunges in titles 
and duties of national officers. Mem- 
bers of the society will vote on the 
proposals as soon as the organiza- 
tion’s legal counsel completes study 
of the measures. 





Coast Coin for Friede 

Donald Friede, former partner in 
Covici-Friede, is readying a new 
publishing house with Hollywood 
backing. Since severing connections 
with the Covici-Friede firm, he has 
been connected with the Zeppo Marx 
agency and later conducted his own 
advisory service for writers. 

New company’s headquarters will 
be in New York. 





Frances Grossel to Resume 

Suspension of the book publishing 
activities of Frances Grossel is only 
temporary. Femme publisher rus- 
ticating in Pennsylvania, and re- 
turns to New York around Oct. 1 to 
resume. Rachel Vixman will again 
be an associate. 

As formerly, the Grossel books 
will be non-fiction only. Run mostly 





to artistic subjects. 





Hewitt Turns Publisher 


Add to film writers who like the | 


publishing biz—Grover Jones, Rob 
Wagner, et al.-Sanford Hewitt. In 
association with Cyril M. Hailing, 
Hewitt is operating the Press of the 
Hollycrofters in Hollywood, issuing 
choice limited editions of various 
works, and destined for the most 
part for private circulation. 

Printer of the pair is Hailing, who 
comes of a long line of noted Eng- 
lish printers and publishers. Came 
over here shortly after the end of 
the World War and is -carrying on 
in the family tradition. Hewitt, who 
is from Connecticut, taught English 
before taking up screen writing. 





*‘Socker’ Coe for Gov.? 

Charles Francis Coe, radio com- 
mentator and writer, may enter the 
race for governorship of Florida. 
During his recent trip north, Coe 
shared a speaking program with 
Gov. Cross of Connecticut and was 
introduced by the chairman as the 
‘next governor of Florida.’ 

Coe practices law at Palm Beach- 
and has received many requests to 
consider the question of becoming 
candidate for governor. Only re- 
cently, he said, has he given the mat- 
ter serious thought, 





World Observer to Resume 
The World Observer, monthly mag 
of international affairs, whose pub- 
lication was halted by Lucis Publish- 
ing Co. recently, will resume. Pub- 





recently authored a booklet for the 
spice organization on the uses of 
spice in food, which led to the ar- 
rangement for a monthly column, 





New Payoff 


Colophon, the yuarterly magazine 
for book collectors—those who can 
afford $2.8C a copy or pay $10 a 
year—has an unusual method of pay- 
ment they call ‘honorarium,’ which 
is that the mag buys an article by 
donating a number of published vol- 
umes, runs of the particular article, 
and six copies of the issue contain- 
ing it, all coming to $56 in value. 
Since volumes of Colophon rate high 
in rare book store circulars, mebbe 
some ef the poor contribs sell ’em 
there. 





Howey Hypoes Chi H.-E. 

Walter Howey, new publisher of 
the Hearst morning tab Herald-and- 
Examiner in Chicago, has stepped 
up all departments of the paper. 
Has brought in two ex-editors of the 
Hearst evening American, spotting 
Ed Riticker as managing ed and 
Harry Reitlinger on the city desk. 

Howey has put the H.-E. on the 
air for a six-times weekly ride every 
evening, with various sub-editors as 
guesters on the ‘News Behind the 
News’ series. 





Dell’s One-Shots 

New affiliate formed by Dell Pub- 
lishing Co., called One-Shot Publish- 
ing Co., and, as the name indicates, 
will get out the firm’s one-shots. 
‘One-shot’ is mag trade parlance for 
publications gotten out for but a 
single issue. 

One-Shot Publishing Co. headed 
by Leon Stein, regularly traffic man- 
ager for the Dell firm. Editorial aid 
for the one-shots will be taken from 
the regular Dell staff. 





Aimee Sues Look 
Aimee Semple McPherson, Los 
Angeles evangelist, filed a $1,500,000 
libel suit against Look mag as an 
answer to its article, ‘1 Am God's 


lication’s sponsors not decided on| Best Publicity Agent,’ published in 


date of resumption but it’s not likely 
to resume before the new year. 

Monthly had a pretentious start in 
July, 1937, edited jointly by Alice A. 
Bailey and Foster Bailey, who will 
again be at the helm. 

Lucis Publishing Co. is also a book 
publishing house, getting out non- 
fiction. 





Sponsors ‘Five-Dime Books’ 

Latest addition to list of paper- 
cover book publishers is Five D's 
Book Publishing Co., which gets 
started after some months of prepa- 
ration. Will sponsor a series of 
‘Five-Dime Books’; herce the title, 
with an occasional volume to sell for 
10 dimes, these with hard covers. 

Non-fiction only, and on a variety 
of subjects. H. Mayer Daxlanden 
heads the firm as president. Jack 
Dames is vice-prez. Two five- 
dimers to go out within a month, 
with three move to follow shortly 
thereafter, 





Bouve’s Hat in Ring 

Walter Bouve, Jr., veteran copy- 
reader on Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 
tossing his hat in the political ring 
again this year, running for Congress 
in November on Independent ticket 
in 36th Pennsylvania district. 

He ran six years ago for a seat 
but was trimmed badly. Newspaper- 
man has been long active in Pitts- 
burgh politics, stumping for G.O.P. 
practically every election and serv- 
ing several stretches as a district 
committeeman, 





Hudson, N. Y., Regional 

There is a new regional maga- 
zine, of Hudson Valley, N. Y., pub- 
lished at Hudsen, N. Y., called Echo. 
It is drawing upon local writers of 
the region, William Seabrook, Paul 
Corey, John Wilstach and Shaemus 
O’Sheel. The editors are Ralph S. 
Thorn, Jr., and Carroll E. Osborn. 
Contents article~ ani fiction, with 
farm and home, little theatres, and 
local histo: y all balanced. 





Donoghue Goes WB 
Frank Lee Donoghue, N. Y. Amer- 
ican feature writer, has been signed 
by Warners to cook up an original. 





Gaige’s Spice Column 

Rights to subtitle of now defunct 
Literary Digest, The Spice of Life, 
have been acquired by the American 
Spice Trade Assn., which proposes to 
use it as heading for a monthly 
column on spice news to be written 
by Crosby Gaige. 

Gaige has many interests besides 
his theatrical ones. A book publisher. 








the Sept. 13 issue. 

Co-defendants in the suit are J. 
C. Herrick and Earl Theisen, of L. 
A., charged with writing the arti- 
cle. 





Guild Signs 3 Mags 
Ken, Coronet and Esquire mags 
have gone 100% union in Chicago. 
Newspaper Guild signatured for 
collective bargaining, 





NEW PERIODICALS 


Hollywood Woman, new femme 
class mag with publication headquar- 
ters in New York. Publisher is Ben 
Morrison, with E. Travis Haenisch 
as general manager, and James M. 
O’Connell, executive director. Prem- 
ise of the new periodical, which is 


to appear monthiy, is that Holly-| 


wood is now the women’s style cen- 
ter, and has worked up a fashion 
advisory board consisting of iashion 
designers at the various studios, In- 
clude Orry Kelly, Milo Anderson 
and Howard Shoup, of Warners; 
Robert Kalloch, Columbia; Edward 
Stevenson and Renie, RKO; Royer, 
Gwen Wakeling and Herschel, 20th- 
Fox; Ernest Schraps, Hal Roach; 
Dolly Tree, Metro, and Vera West, 
Universal. Two fashion editors, with 
Edna Davis in New York, and Isobel 
Ashe on the Coast. 

Jack and Jill, forthcoming chil- 
dren’s mag of the Curtis Publishing 
Co., will be out later than originally 
planned. Scheduled to bow around 
Oct. 1, monthly will not be out until 
Oct. 28, bearing a November date- 
line. Editor will be Mrs. Ada Camp- 
bell Rose, with Mrs. E. S. Lee as 
art editor. Content will be divided 
between art and editorial matter. 

Youth Teday, digest mag edited by 
Harry Miller, has for its purpose to 
bring good reading to adolescents 
and to enable youth to ‘express its 
innermost thoughts.’ Monthly will 
carry both fact and fiction. 

Entertainment Guide and Teachers’ 
Travelogue titles of two new semi- 
monthlies being published by the 
Ray Lessieu Publications. Firm 
headed by Marie Stanton Lessieu, 
with Ray Lessieu editing. 

Contemporary Jewish Record, new 
bi-monthly review of events of Jew- 
ish interest, sponsored by American 
Jewish Committee. Periodical will 
carry original articles as well as re- 
prints of important items from other 
sources, all aimed at the protection 
of civil and religious rights of 
Jews throughout the world. Harry 
Schneiderman and Sidney Wallach, 
co-editors, with Abraham G. Duker 
managing editor, 





bought out interest of Paul H. For. 
man in Pyramid Press, book Pub. 
lishers, and is now operating the 
concern on his own. 


Plans an extended publishing po}. 
icy, ranging from fiction and juven. 
iles to non-fiction of all types. Edi. 
torial duties of Forman taken over 
by Burroughs, who continues as gen. 
eral manager of the publishing or. 
ganization. 





LITERATI OBITS THIS WEEK 


John G. Herring, 48, editor of Tif. 
ton (Ga.) Gazette, died unexpectedly 
of a heart attack Sept. 18 in Atlanta, 
Herring’s eldest brother, Lewis Bur. 
ton Herring, died of a heart ailment 
in Lynchburg, Va., eight days ago. 

Charles H. Lincoln, 68, feature ed. 
itor of the Boston Post, died Sept, 
4 at the Boston City hospital of 
cerebral thrombosis after being 
stricken at his desk. Within a few 
days he would have completed his 
4lst year with the Post. He served 
as city editor, Sunday editor and 
managing editor, before taking up 
his duties as feature editor. more 
than 25 years ago. Survived by wife, 
two brothers and a sister. 

Maurice F, O’Brien, 62, ace Roch- 
ester, N. Y., reporter at the turn of 
the century and more recently a 
copyreader on the Rochester Jour. 
nal-American until it folded a year 
ago, died Sept. 19 after a short ill- 
ness. Survived by son, Emmett 
O’Brien, political reporter on the 
Rochester Democrat & Chronicle, 

Frank O’Hare, 29, former reporter 
on the Bay City (Mich.) Times, fhe 
Lansing Capital News, Detroit Free 
Press, Detroit Times and the Chicago 
Times, died Sept. 21 in Bay City, 
Mich., following a heart attack. 

Robert R. Dearden, Jr., 67, presi- 
dent and editor of the United States 
Review, died Sept. 21 of heart dis- 
ease at his home in Philadelphia, 
Deardon in 1921 became head of the 
Review, succeeding his father, who 
founded the magazine in Chicago 70 
years ago and brought the publica- 
tion offices to Philadelphia after they 
were burned out by the great Chi- 
cago fire, 





CHATTER 

Waldo Frank back from Europe, 

Burton Rascoes off for Oklahoma, 

May Sarton back in New York 
from Europe. 

Murrow McCurnin 
Look as fashion editor. ; 

Henry R. Luce has bought a new 
estate in Greenwich, Conn, 

Eleanor Berdon, literary agency 
aide, has sold her own first story. 


John Gielgud has written his rem- 
iniscences. Macmillan publishing in 
|, a A 


Hugh Wiley a newlywed. Bride 
is the former Judith Harrison Isen- 
berg. 

Ira Wolfert has sold another story 
to Harper’s mag, making the third 
in a row. 

J. P. Lohman has quit as editor of 
Homefinder mag. Prefers the pub- 
licity biz. 

Richard Sherman sold his nov- 
elette, ‘Preview,’ to Satevepost for 
early publication. 


Perhaps only sister trio success- 
fully engagéd as fictioneers are the 
Seiferts — Shirley, Elizabeth and 
Adele. 


Gene Fowler sailing the South 
Seas and writing a foreword for 
Russell Birdwell’s book, ‘I Ring 
Doorbells.’ 


Pink-paper manuscripts of Marvin 
Reade evoke raised eyebrows in 
those editorial offices where they are 
glimpsed for the first time. 


Marion Saunders, story agent, has 
gone abroad in connection with & 
number of foreign-language publi- 
cations of ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 


Lowell Limpus, political writer for 
the N. Y. Daily News, has written a 
book-length biog of Mayor LaGuar- 
dia in collaboration with Capt. Burr 
Leyson. 


Howard Merrill, 23, writing the 
daily ‘This Minute’ column for Es- 
quire Features, Chicago, is figured 
one of the youngest syndicated col- 
umnists in the business. 

Herrick Publishing Co. has been 
organized by Muriel S. Herrick to 
issue a limited number of volumes 
of non-fiction. Will specialize ™ 
books of particular interest 10? 
femmes. 

Channing Pollock, dramatist-author, 
and Stanley High, writer, will speak 
at meetings of the Eastern Zone Con- 
ference of the New York State 
Teachers’ Assn., at the Palace theatre 
and Harmanus Bleecker Hall, A!- 
bany, Oct. 2, 
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— 
Broadway 


ayward back to the Coast 
es Tuesday ). 
Tom Kearns exits press depart- 
ment of WOR this week. 
Jack McInerney suffering from an 
infected arm, the same one he broke 


0. 

8 ed ‘Stone and John Golden last 
week did an experimental television 
show for NBC. 

Charlie Einfeld, possibly accom- 

anied by Harry Warner, due 
coe early in October. — Te 

Ned Armstrong agenting Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye,’ which opens tonight 
(Wednesday) :t the Miller. 

Dario (and Irene) and Ramon (and 
Renita), ballroomologists, planning 
an intime boite of their own. 

Pat Ballard back scripting, around 
Broadway, after finishing a play in 
the Poconos during the summer. 

Oscar Brooks, Warner Bros.’ as- 
sistant manager in Mexico City, is in 
New York for homeoffice confabs. 

Phil Baker, out o° the hosp, ex- 

ects to johnhancock a new radio 
commercial by today or tomorrow. 

The John P. Medburys in town to 
author the first three of Burns and 
Allen’s radio scripts from this end. 

Professional Music Men (song 
pluggers) hold their annual benefit 
at Manhattan Opera House Oct. 9. 

Herman Bernstein back from the 
Coast and set as company manager 
of “Oscar Wilde.’ due to come in 
soon. ; 

Lee Marcus, RKO studio producer, 
left for the Coast Monday (26) night 
after a quickie east to visit his 
mother. 

Ethel Merman’s ‘cafe society’ pals 
gave the Strand a first-night toniness 
Friday with a dress-up turnout in 
her honor. ’ 

Prince Serge Obolensky trying to 
introduce the Palais Glide from Lon- 
don to Park avenue, as he did the 
Lambeth Walk. 

Tony (and Renee) DeMarco says 
it’s off again, matrimonially, between 
them, although they may continue 
dancing professionally. 

Will Green, erstwhile small-time 
vaude booker, has turned ballyhoo 
artist. He supplies acts for theatre- 
front exploitation stunts and kindred 
tieups. 

Vicki Abbott and Nancy Sheridan 
in a special three-day legit show for 
the annual convention of the Assn. 
of National Advertisers in Hot 
Springs, W. Va. 

Hal Sloane, former 
for Walt Disney, ha 
United Artists sales force. Left 
Friday (23) for Buffalo, the UA 
branch out of which he will work. 

Billy Hicks and his Sizzling Six 
is the colored band at—of all places 
—the snooty St. Regis’ Maisonette 
Russe. But, as a squarer to its deco- 
rum, the hostelry bills it as a ‘Nu- 
bian Swing Band.’ 

Mary Schaeffer, composer, recu- 
perating in the United Hospital, 
Portchester, N. Y., from injuries sus- 
tained in auto accident Saturday 
(17) on the Boston Pest Road in 
Mamaroneck, N. Y. ; 

Par, Brooklyn, has a display of 
motion pict’ » projection equipment 
in its lobby, collection assembled by 
Harold Fisher, manager of_ house, 
ranging from early Edison Kineto- 
scope up to latest. : 

Sherman’ Billingsley enlarging 
the Stork with an extra store to ac- 
commodate cocktail and private par- 
ties he’s had to reject heretofore. 
Also a preparedness measure for the 
World's Fair influx. 

Add now it can be told: the 40% 
drop in ».r. tourism this summer was 
reflected in a bad summer season for 
the major hotels. Swank rooms (air- 
conditioned) east of 5th avenue 
could be had at $5 a day, single. 

Carl Clausen, cost control execu- 
tive of Paramount, elected prez of 
the Par. Pep Club, which holds its 
annual dinner-dance at the Astor 
Oct. 28. At the Warner club during 
the past week, John T. Holmes elect- 
ed prez to succeed Arthur Sachson. 

Quent Reynolds’ piece in current 
Collier’s on the Stork, 21 and Moroc- 
Co bonifaces is the frankest expose 
yet on why the class cafes favor 
hice looking’ people with short 
bankrolls over those who spend 
prodigiously but are otherwise ob- 
Jectionable. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 


eastern rep 
joined the 





Rufus Blair in from Par’s Coast 
Office, 


Tony Stern and Joe Feldman fight- 
ing the flu. 

Variety Club has set Oct. 10 for 
election of 1939 officer slate. 

‘he Vince Sortinos are home from 
their Atlantic City honeymoon. 

Mrs. C. J. Latta’s sister, from Los 
Angeles, here for a short visit. 

Tom Bodkin had Pittsburgh Pirates 
as his guests at ‘Our Town’ last week. 
b ave Broudy’s lad brought him 

— a couple of French batons from 

S. 

George Tyson punching out Harris 
ads once more after summer leave at 
Seashore, 
Liecent Carnegie Tech grad, Patti 

itell, in returning ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You,’ 

Campbell Casad here first time in 


Our year ‘ , 
It With Se nend of ‘You Can't Take 


here when he finishes directing first 
M-G picture. 

Drummer Russ Johnson has quit 
racket to go into artificial limb biz 
with pa-in-law. . 

Etzi Covato has lost three of his 
ace musickers to other outfits in last 
couple of weeks. 

Harry Goldberg and Bob Smeltzer 
both in town for a few days on biz. 
Ditto Perry Nathan. 

‘Thanks for Tomorrow,’ which 
opens on Broadway shortly, authored 
by a local—LeRoy Bailey. 

May Beegle sponsoring series of six 
New York Children’s Theatre pro- 
ductions again this season. 

Pete Higgins playing second en- 
gagement in as mnay months at Half 
Moon Club in nearby Stubenville. 


Boston 





Estelle Taylor in town. 

Fred Allen ».4ck home for a brief 
stay. 

Connie Fanslau left burlesque for 
vaude try. 


Bill Field in town with ‘Knicker- 
bocker Holiday.’ 


Red King is new assistant to Jack 
Granara in Keith press department. 


John Carroll, manager of Para- 
mount theatre, in hospital for ap- 
pendectomy. 


Brown Derby, Penthouse, South- 
land, Flamingo niteries reopened re- 
opened for season. 

Marty Glazer’s finger still in a 
splint. He broke, believe it or not, 
it pulling on a sock. 


Southland, sepia spot, opened a 
night later than scheduled (22), with 
Jimmie Lunceford, due to the hur- 
ricane. 


Leo Morgan, former assistant pro- 
ducer at the Metropolitan, now at 
Strand, Brooklyn. MHjalmar Her- 
manson, scenic designer, another 
Met alumnus, is with Harry Gour- 
fain at the Strand, Ne, York. 

Major Pat Healey, state censor, 
will be installed commander of A. 
Vernon MacAuley Post 
Post of the American Legion) at the 
organization’s annual dinner-hoof 
Oct. 25 in Copley-Plaza Hotel. 


MPTOAConsensh 


(Continued from page 3) 

















schedule of the national MPTOA 


convention to be held in Oklahoma | 


City. Added day wil’ make the final 
dates set Oct. 50 through Nov. 2. The 


extra day was added because of the | 


request of members for more time 
in which to complete the program 
outlined for the convention. 


No definite information is avail- 
able as yet as to the status of the 
‘movie ball’ planned for the night of 
either Nov. 1 or 2. The Municipal 
Auditorium is tied up for both 
nights and the ball will probably 
be switched to the new Skirvin 
tower Silver Glade room or the Na- 
tional Guard armory. According to 
Loewenstein, it is hoped that stars, 
participating in the ball, can also be 
on hand at the dedication of the Will 
Rogers Memorial at Claremore two 
days later, on Nov. 4. 

Booth rentals are being received 
by Loewenstein at the rate of several 
a day with RCA, American Seat Co., 
Nap-Ad, Burch Mfg. Co., and In- 


ternational Seat Co., leading the list | 


fo: choice spots. Stalls are $100 each 
for an eight feet by eight feet space. 
The Biltmore hotel has agreed that 
no rooms above the first floor can 
be rented for display purposes dur- 
ing the convention. 





Neb.-la. for 10-Point Plan 
Omaha, Sept. 27. 


MPTO of Nebraska and Western | 


lowa, meeting here at their annual 
conclave, decided to support ‘any 
anti-blocking bill’ rather than con- 
tinue to operate under ‘the present 
situation.’ 

President Charles E. Williams of 
Omaha, who starts his 20th term as 
association prexy, said his group will 


continue this stand because nothing | 


has been done and no response has 


been made to exhibito requests un- | 
der the MPTOA 10-point program, | 


Exhibs decided legislation to regu- 


late ‘the situation’ is better than no | 


regulation at all. Williams said group 


would like to see a return of concil- | 


iation boards, arbitration boards or 
some similar group which would 


iron out difficulties between distrib- | 


utors and exhibitors. 
Delegates attended an 

golf tourney and fun festival, spon- 

sored by the Omah~ Variety Club, 


land voiced praise for the Greater | 


Movie Seascn zsampa.gn. 
Other officers re-elected 


Kennedy, Broken Bow, Neb., and 


(Theatrical | 


industry 


include | 
Dale R. Goldie, Cherokee, Ia.; H. F. | 





London 


Gilda Gray in town. 
Paul Stein now a British citizen. 


Molly Picon at the Trocadero 
cabaret Oct. 24. 


_ Cinda Glenn, in Venice, due back 
in a couple of weeks. 


Charlie Tucker’s mother-in-law, 69, 
died from pneumonia complications. 


Barr and Estas to go into ‘Switzer- 
land’ ice show in Africa for Tom 
Arnold. 

Lowe, Hite and Stanley in Tom 
Arnold ice show for six weeks with 
options. 

Cliff Whitley reported ready to 
finance the new Bill Tilden play for 
London. 

Bert Aza threatens to retire from 
all his show business activities at the 
end of this year. 

‘The Reno Wide Open’ is the name 
|of a picture theatre in Newcastle- 
|on-Tyne, England. 

George Western, half of George 
and Kenneth Western, on crutches as 
result of sprained ankle. 

Jack Agnew, son of assistant man- 
ager William Agnew, of Coliseum, in 
fatal motorcycle crash. 

Diamond Bros. were held over a 
third week at Palladium, first time 
for any importation this season. 

Gene Sheldon applying for flying 
license. Has has 10 solo hours in 
America, but may have to take test 
here. 

Emile Boreo due to be in the next 
Clifford C. Fischer International 
Casino, N. Y., show, scheduled for 
next March. 

‘Come Back to Erin,’ first colored 
Irish film, just finished by British 
National Films, will be shown in 
early October. 

Arnaud, Peggy and Ready out of 
‘St. Moritz’ touring ice show due to 
Peggy Somers suddenly developing 
appendix trouble. 

Tom Mix may pla, the Coliseum 
with the Duncan Sisters in special 
prairie setting, with the Duncans 
warbling hillbillies. 

Bertie Meyer, former theatrical 
| producer, married Mrs. Helen Sut- 
ton-Vane, former wife of the ‘Out- 
ward-Bound’ author, Sept. 15. 

First report and accounts of Odeon 
Theatres, Ltd., issued for 54 weeks’ 
| trading, after deducting all charges, 
| etc., shows a profit of $1,840,890. 

Wembley Dog Racins track, using 
a panatrope, which plays during the 
races, has appointed a music direc- 
tor, whose job it is to select suitable 
records. 

Cardini’ cabled Eddie Deusberg, 
head of Scala, Berlin, suggesting 
cancellation of his two-month en- 
gagement at the theatre on account 
of war scare. 

John Corfield, head of Brtish Na- 
tional Films, to make arrangements 
for filming of ‘Daughter of India,’ 
which he’s making for Associa 1 
British Pictures Corp. 
| Firth Shepherd to keep intact the 
combination of Sidney Howard, Ar- 
|thur Riscoe and Vera Pearce, cur- 
;rent stars, in his musical, ‘Wild 
Oats,’ for future musicals. 

‘Archie Mezies, Arthur McChrae 
and Jack Hulbert are collaborating 
on the new Cecily Courtneidge-Lee 
Ephraim-Hulbert musical, which will 
be done in the West End end of next 
month. 

The Yam danced by Ginger Rogers 
'and Fred Astaire in RKO’s ‘Care- 
| free’ is to be performed for the first 
| time in England in ‘Now for Fun,’ 
ithe forthcoming new American 
| show at Grosvenor House. 
| Long Tack Sam owns a chop suey 
; joint here. Former mystifyer ren- 
|dered feast to former show friends, 
| including the A. J. Balabans, 
|Charles Raymonds, Irving Tishmans, 
|Ross and Bennett and Letty Cooper. 
Theatre owner Bronson Albery 
|and Michel Saint-Denis, French play 
| producer, are taking over the Phoe- 
|nix theatre to cater to serious play- 
| goers. Will have a permanent com- 
|pany, with stars taking parts when 
free. 




















| 
| Paris 
| By Hugo Speck 





E. R. Conne back from Riviera. 
Charles Trenet back from tour. 
| A. C. Blumenthal here for look. 
| Ernest Hemingway in from Amer- 
ica. 
RKO’s European convention clos- 
ing, 
Le Joker, Montparnasse nitery, re- 
| opening. 
ABC open again, with Charpini 
| topping bill. 
June Lang and mother 
| London for few days. 


in from 


| of Bagdad’ for Korda. 
Joe Alex forming Negro troupe to 
| present plays in Paris. 


opening set for Oct. 1. 

Henry Bernstein sent Italian deco- 
| rations back to I] Duce. 
‘Crime School’ (WB) and ‘My Bill’ 
| (WB) opening at Apollo. 

Johnny Payne at ‘Le Ruban Blew’ 
in first European appearance. 

Georges Rigaud set to star in ‘Ac- 
cord Final.’ opposite Kate de Nagy. 


clusive run at Marignan after 20 
weeks 

‘Adventures of Marco Polo’ (UA) 
had double opening, at Olympia and 


Marc Allegret making “The Thief | 


Restaurant des Ambassadeurs re- 


Danielle Darrieux’s ‘Katia,, now be- 
ing completed. 
Phil Reisman denying communism 


has hold in Hollywood, same time 
| praising French pictures. 
| Jean Renoir 


starting studio in- 
teriors of ‘La Bete Humaine,’ star- 
ring Jean Gabin and Simone Simon. 

Madame Van Raalte here from 


nou, 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Late S. Z. Poli’s home recently 
burgled. 

Lincoln reopens (27) with foreign 
film policy. 


his father recently. 

Hurricane laid 
amusement park low. 

Michael Cascioli is building a new 
picture exhibitory in / llingtown. 

Loew three-day vaude hinging on 
get-together with musicians’ union. 

John O'Connell elected delegate to 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes’ corvention. 

Bert Doff has sailed te marry Ben 
M. Cohen, ex-Loew house manager 
here, now located in Calcutta. 

Shubert theatre lifts season’s open- 
ing curtain tomorrow (Thursday) 
night with a “Tobacco Road’ com- 
pany. 


Saving Rock 








U.S. Urges 


(Continued from page 3) 














has almost nothing to say to outsid- 
ers, the Justice Department people 
are rapidly becoming exasperated 
with the film industry. Prolonged 
failure of the majors to accept the 
offer to talk about a stipulation pre- 
serving the status quo in theatre 
ownership has goaded the prose- 
cutors. And the majors’ muttering 
about the economic and financial 
reasons why the industry cannot 
yield to the New Deal demands— 
which has not been overlooked al- 
though not officially recognized—has 
not softened the Feds. 

The D. J. negotiators go into the 
huddle with a material advantage. 


them with sufficient evidence to start 
criminal machinery rolling in almost 
any principal city. 
mation at hand, the prosecutors could 





| pick the jurisdiction where they feel | 


the Government’s chances of victory 
|; would be brightest, and ask for an 
indictment. No one who has grape- 
vine connections with the D. J. 
doubts a prima facie case could be 
made out and the grand jury would 
perform as desired. 


Jackson, a Threat 


Real reason why the _ industry 
should try diligently to trade with 
the Government is the character of 
Robert Jackson, now solicitor genera) 
and the individual who had the most 
to do with bringing the film investi- 
gation to a head. Asa veteran crim- 
inal lawyer, he is the sort who might 
be expected to urge Attorney Gen- 
eral Cummings to go into criminal 
court and cease trying to settle the 
civil action without a trial. His in- 
fluence in New Deal quarters is ad- 
mittedly great, and as former chief 
of the anti-trust division he is thor- 
oughly familiar with the film situa- 
tien. 

The Government is counting heav- 
ily on reported dissension in the 
ranks of the majors. Supposed dif- 
ferences of opinion between company 
executives cause the D. J. to hope 
that a veiled ultimatum will crush 
any righteous belligerence on the 
part of the industry conferees. 

Even though most of the Govern- 
ment demands would impose mate- 
rial hardship, opportunity is seen for 
a trade. While neither Paramount 
nor Warner Bros. is expected to ac- 
quiesce in the idea of giving up their 
theatre holdings, it is whispered 20th 
Century-Fox could be induced to go 
| along on this point. 





posal under which it would divest 
itself of exhibition interests, or split 
with Metro, encourages the govern- 
ment, since it is reliably reported 
|here that the Metro people would 
|like to get out of the exhibition 
| branch. 

| Whether the Government would be 
| willing to drop some of the suits, in 
|} the event one or two of the com- 


| panies are disposed to sign a stipula- | 
Pp | leave from Warner Bros.. returning 


ition, is conjectural. In the past, the 
D. J. has been quick to leap at the 


|opportunity to reach agreements with | More than $1,600 in Twin City Va- 


| individual defendants, but in this in- 


|case may depend to an unusually 
| large extent upon the allegations of 





Holland to attend opening of her | 
‘L’Age Dangereux’ at Theatre Dau- | 


Dan Cummings, of Paramount, lost | 


Months of investigation have armed | 


With the infor- | 


Possibility that | 
Loew’s might accept a counter-pro- | 


——————_ 
Gloria Dickson to Mexico. 
Donald Crisp on yacht cruise. 
Irving Crump in from the east. 
May Robson out o* the hospital. 
Matty Fox back from New York. 


Corey Ford returned from Alaska. 
Jack Carson flew in from Milwau- 





| kee. 


| Carl Lesserman in from Manhat- 
| tan. 


Joe Brcen to hospital for observa- 


| tion. 


Dolores del Rio in from Mexico 
City. 


Roy Del Ruth back from Cleve- 
land. 
Louis B. Mayer back from Louis- 


ville. 
James R. Grainger in from New 
| York. 


Harold Hurle) sold his racing 
stable. 
| Dick Povell back from yacht 
| cruise. 

Tex Ritter in Nevada buying 
horses. 


Chicago's Mayor Kelly gandering 
studios. 


| William Powell home from the 
| hospital. 


| Nichols Turner to hospital for ob- 
| servation. 


Spencer Tracy trained in from 
| Broadway. 
Sabu taking -is first gander at 


Holly wood. 
| Ken Allen leaves for Guatemala 
next week. 

Spyros Skouras in from New York 
for confabs. 

Rita Stevens recovering from ap- 
pendectomy. 

Winfield Sheehan dinner host to 
Pete Harrison. 

Carl Leserman in from N. Y. for 
studio confabs. 

Jeanette MacDonald to hospital for 
minor operation. 

Carl Schaefer and bride back 
from honeymoon. 

Dick Spong here from Harrisburg, 
Pa., for interviews. 

Gladys Swarthout and 
Frank Chapman, back. 

Clark Gable and Robert Young 
planning Alaska hunt. 

Shirley Ross and Ken Dolan back 
from their honeymoon. 

Lew Landers elected prexy of 
RKO studio camera club. 

Bert Gordon severed connections 
with his Mad Russian cafe. 

Joe E. Brown got trophy as captain 
of Comedians baseball team. 

Charles Skouras and W. H. Lollier 
on inspection tour of Rockies. 

Bob Burns handed 168-pound wa- 
| termelon by Arkansas Legionnaires. 
Walt Di rey threw a birthday 
| oarty for Mickey Mouse, 10 years 
old yesterday (Tuesday). 
| Monte and Helene Samuels back 
| to New Orleans after three-month 
| vacation in Honolulu and Hollywood. 
| Sam Goldwyn pulled a colossal 
surprise on 200 scribes at a tea 
party in honor of Jascha Heifetz. He 
| served tea (Ceylon), 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Golden 


husband, 











Tommy LaBrum recuping from an 
infected eye. 

Irving Phillip’s new daughter has 
been tagged Zelda Elaine. 

Mrs. A. Mitcheil Palmer back at 
her desk at the Censor Board after 
aling. 

Sam Bushman and Milt Shapiro 
have added the 21 Club to their 
p.a.ing list. 

Eugene Ormandy arrives in town 


| this week to start Philadelphia 
| Symph rehearsals. 
Gali-Galj closed at the Fox on 


Thursday (22) and opened at the Ar- 
cadia International Monday (26). 

Heavy downpour kept members of 
the Showman’s Club home last week 
so that another meeting will have to 
be held to lay fall plans. 

Larry Mackey combining duties as 
manager of the Arcadia with press- 
-asenting Charlie Steerman’s Cinema 
| Art theatre, the ex-Poplar, 


Minneapolis 


By Les Trees 














Clark Gable stopped off briefly en 
route to hunting trip. 
_ Joe Behan, Warner Bros.’ booker, 
| in hospital as result of fall. 
| Peck Gommersall, Universal dis- 
| trict manager, negotiating with Par- 
amount on circuit deal. 
Dorothy Johnson, formerly of 
_Warner Bros., here from Los An- 
geles with her husband for visit. 
President W. A. Steffes, of North- 


| west Allied. lost entire turkey flock 


at country estate due to disease rav- 
| ages. 


| Lou Blumberg, film salesrnan. on 


|to the California desert for his 
health. 


riety Clu’ kit for second and final 


‘Snow White’ (RKO) closing ex-| stance the strength of the Federal] | Zolf tournament of season at Oak 
| Ridse club. 


Big delegation of Canadian film 


|conspiracy and the charges of con- | ™€P *ttend Northwest theatre own- 
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Le Biarritz. | certed action by all of the eight con- | ¢;* jubilee dinner for Eddie Gold- 


: : /en, Monogr ice- i 
R. E. Falkenberg, L2xington, Neb. Lyda Sue spotted as dancer in' cerns named in the bill of complaint.'| Oct. 14, ee Ve. ae 


Sylvan Simon plans to visit mother. 
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OBITUARIES 


ROBERT L, MADIGAN 
Robert L. Madigan, 44, former) 
Cleveland theatre manager and ex- | 
change executive, died Sept. 23 at | 
his home in Lisbon, O., and was | 


- buried in Cleveland. 


During his career in the latter) 
town he ran the Standard theatre | 
for twelve years, was booker for | 
Universal film exchange, and also) 
operated the Lisbon theatre. Sur- | 
vived by father, one sister and two 


brothers. 





GUSTAV SCHWAB | 

Gustav Schwab, for the past quar- | 
ter century connected with he dis- 
tribution end of the film business, | 
chiefly in Berlin and Paris, but more 
recently in New York, died in this 
city last week. 

An Alsatian by birth and a citizen 
of France, he engaged in the business 
of film exportation, coming to this 
country about three years ago to 


More recently he had been en- 
gaged in exploitation work. Services 
and burial in Akron. 





VICTOR O, PETERS 
Victor O. Peters, 47, building su- 
perintendent for the Metropolitan 
Edison Company, Reading, at its 
Lebanon, Pa., plant, died several 
days ago. 


He was a vaudeville acrobat for | 
many years, touring the country in 


an act called the Four Victors. He 


leaves a widow. 





EDGAR J. FELLERS 


Edgar J. Fellers, 75, proprietor of 
one of the first five cent motion pic- 
ture shows in Fremont, O., died in 
that city Sept. 19, from injuries re- 
ceived when he was struck by a mo- 
torcycle several weeks ago. 

A son and daughter 
Services and burial locally. 


survive. 








deal in French and other continental 
films, and it was his import, ‘En 


Saga’ which opened the Continental | 


theatre last fall. He contributed im- 
portantly to the recent promotion of 
French productions in Ameri.a and 
also had excellent South American 
connections. 

Survived by his widow :nd two 
daughters, resident in New York and 


a sOn, now doing service with tk?} 


French army. +: 





KATE CORBALEY 

Mrs. Kate Corbaley, 60, Metro 
story editor and veteran screen 
writer, died Sept. 22, in Hollywood. 

One of the old timers of the pic- 
ture industry, she began writing for 
the Triangle Film Co. after her hus- 
band’s death. In the silent days she 
did 23 stories for William Farnum. 
Sidney Drew, Harry Carey, Florence 
Vidor and others. Mrs. Corbaley 
worked at various times for the 
Palmer Photoplay Co., Thomas H. 
Ince and Hunt Stromberg. 

Joining Metro in 1926, she was 
later appointed story editor by 
Irving Thalberg and held it until her 
death. Surviving are four daughters. 





LYNDE DENIG 

Lynde Denig, one of the veterans 
of the film industry, died Sept. 24 in 
Pearl River. He had been in ill 
health for some years, but death 
came suddenly. 

Denig had been publicity man for 
the old Goldwyn Pictures and later 
went to First National in a similar 
capacity, but he was best known as 
a trade paper writer, having been 
editor of Wid’s Daily and the Dra- 
matic Mirror. He wrote extensively 
for the magazines on amusement 
topics. 

He is survived by his widow. In- 
terment in New Haven. 





CHARLES RICHARD SAGER 

Charles Richard Sager, 53, who 
once was advertising agent for the 
old Grand Opera house in Youngs- 
town, O., and has been a stage hand 
ever since, died at his home in 
Youngstown Sept. 15 from a heart 
ailment. 

He was a carpenter at the Park 
theatre in Youngstown, later a stage 
hand at the Hippodrome until it 
was abandoned and has been a stage 
hand at the State since it opened. 
He was financial secretary of the 
stage hands union in Youngstown. 
His wife survives. 





LADISLAV PAPEZ 

Ladislav Papez, 54, former French 
Opera musician, violinist and band 
leader, died in New Orleans Sept. 21. 

Papez went to New Orleans in 1912 
from what is now Czechoslovakia 
and joined the French Opera as 
violinist. He served in that capacity 
until the World War forced its sus- 
pension in 1914. After that he had 
his own band and worked in various 
New Orleans theatres. A sister sur- 
vives. 

CLIFFORD V. GODDARD 

Clifford V. Goddard, 71, once man- 
ager of the Goddard opera house and 
roller rink, died Sept. 17 at his 
home in Alliance, O., after a several 
weeks illness. 

For many years he had been iden- 
tified with early theatrical enter- 
prises there. His widow, four sons, 
and two daughters survive. 





PAUL M. BURKE 
Paul M. Burke, 40, a native of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., former manager of 
WFJC, one of the early radio sta- 
tions in Akron, O., died in that city 
Sept. 16 in People’s hospital from ine 
juries received in a fall a week ago. 


OTTO RIO 

Otto Rio Dohmen, 64, known in 

| theatricals as Otto Rio, died Sept. 24 

| at his home in Jamaica, L. I. Death 

came as the result of lobar pneu- 
| monia. 

Since his retirement, 


in 1928, he 


had been a real estate broker. Sur- 
|vived by widow, one son, and a 
| daughter. 


—_—-—-— 


ORVILLE BROWN 


Orville Brown, 93, one time actor 
and legit manager, died Sept.. 24 in 
| Pasadena. 
| For years he trouped with the 
| Savoy Players, 
operated by his son, Gilmore Brown, 
the Pasadena Community Playhouse 
director. 





MATTHEW D. CHRISTIE 
| Matthew D. Christie, 78, at one 
'time manager of an opera house at 
| Fairmont, W. Va., died Sunday morn- 
ing. 

For years he had divided his time 
between Brooklyn, N. Y., Richmond, 
Va., Fairmont, W. Va., and Palmer 
Lake, Col. 





PATRICK J. MARTIN 
Patrick J. Martin, 69, in show busi- 
| ness for 40 years, died Sept. 20 at 
home in South Norwalk, Conn. 

Martin had managed Hoyt’s thea- 
tre, now Rialto, in South Norwalk, 
and Taylor Opera House and Capitol 
in Danbury, Conn, Son and three 
daughters survive. 








HARRY GARSON 

Harry Garson, 56, who directed 
and managed Clara Kimball Young 
in silent pictures, died Sept. 21 in 
Los Angeles. 

He also directed and produced 
other films, but has been inactive of 
late. He leaves a son. 





CHARLES H. HICKMAN 
Charles H. Hickman, 62, former 
film director, died Sept. 19, in the 
National Military Hospital at Saw- 
telle, Calif. 
He retired in 1932 after 24 years 
in the picture business. 





CHARLES W. MONTGOMERY 

Charles Washington Montgomery, 
48, former stage manager, Colonial 
theatre, Norfolk, died there Sept. 22. 

He was veteran of World War. 





CLAUDE BURLANDO 
Claude Burlando, 20, film extra, 
died Sept. 25 from traffic injuries in 
Hollywood, 





Mrs. Ray Cohen Kessler, 75, widow 
of David Kessler, Yiddish actor, died 
Sept. 20 in New York. She had been 
ill only two days with a heart ail- 
ment. 





Seek Aussie Tax Lift 


Perth, Sept. 10. 

West Australian showmen now are 
seeking to have the government re- 
duce the high amusement tax. 

This now amounts to about 4c on 
every 25c admission, some exhibitors 
regarding the tax as being the same 
as a 164% sales tax as compared 
with current sales tax in commer- 
cial field of only 3%%. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Larry Nixon in New 
York, Sept. 24, daughter. Father is 


p.a. for WNEW. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Woodcock, 
daughter, Sept. 25, in Los Angeles. 
Father is sound cutter at Para- 


mount. 
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House Reviews 
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JUBILESTA, K. C. 


(Continued from page 53) 
decided edge with the masterly band 
leader aided by a varied supporting 
bill. Wisely dependent, too, upon his 
company, Vallee inserted his own 
numbers at well-spaced intervals. 
Of the company, Vic Hyde, the one- 
man swing band, playing several 
trumpets simultaneously and imitat- 
ing the leading band masters; Mirth 
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This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers uf New York, Chicago, 
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East 


~_—— -—— 


Carlyle Bennet, radio singer and 
actor, and Wesley Boynton, actor, 


and Mack, with their dancing and| were fined $500 and given a six 


imicking, and Edna Strong’s tap-| 
sing oat wet | Court at Westbury, Conn., Sept. 20. 


| Pair 


ping set the pace. 

While the Jubilesta was held in 
the main arena, a Variety Parade 
was also in progress thrice daily, in 
the downstairs Exhibition Hall, and 
Tiny Town show performed continu- 
ously in the Little theatre. These 
were separate shows, with separate 
gates, Tiny Town (at 25c and 10c) 
proving the better draw. 

The Variety Parade, classed as a 
vaude show in its own right, in- 
cluded only one bill for the entire 
nine days, 25c for mats and 40c 
nights. Lineup listed Lottie Mayer's 
disanvearing water ballet; the Swan- 
son Bros., with Marjorie Scates and 
Earlita Ward, log rollers; Nelson's 
boxing cats, Ross, Pierre and Schus- 
ter, The Three Flames and the Hud- 
son Wonders. Quin. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Sept. 24. 
Johnny Perkins, Ruth Petty, Ming 
& Toy, Horton Spur, Frank Evers & 


Dolores, Marian Bellet & English 
Bros., House Line, Judy Conrad 
house orch; ‘Hold That Co-Ed’ 
(20th). 





A striking contrast is this week's 
Tower bill compared to last week’s 
jitter show. It’s standard variety, 
with Johnny Perkins as m.c. Acts 
upped to five, while the house prices 
are held at 55c top, admission price 
when there are names here. 

Perkins, making a sudden return, 
performed only two weeks ago here 
in a similar capacity. He also ex- 
changes banter with Ruth Petty. As 
an m.c. he’s okay, but his drawing 
power is weakened by his recent ap- 
pearance. 


Miss Petty, singing pop tunes, gets 
major applause. She perhaps shades 
the remainder of the bill in her 
next-to-close spot. Opening is taken 
by the house line, which returns 
after a week’s rest enforced by the 
Benny Goodman show last week. 
Following are Frank Evers and 
Dolores, featuring dancing on the 
tight wire. A barefoot number by 
Dolores is outstanding. 

Second act is Ming and Toy, Chi- 
nese act, with their ukeing, tapping, 
singing and juggling. They’re no 
newcomers here and present their 
variety _ briskly. Horton Spur, 
single, features a style of pogo-stick 
dancing, which outdoes his slow-mo- 
tion golfer. Miss Petty then torches 
and Marian Bellet and English Bros. 
wind up with a slapstick acrobatics. 





Quin. 
FOLLY, BROOKLYN 
Oriental Trio, Ted Lester, Fifi 


D’Orsay,. Larry Wile, Ross & Ed- 
wards, Fight Jitterbugs, Ted Eddy 
house orch (10); ‘International Spy’ 
(Rep). 





Folly has had flesh for several sea- 
sons but this is one of the few times 
that it really has a show. Bigger 
band, better stage dressing and gen- 
erally more spending for acts pro- 
vides the contrast. This show marks 
the second in the season’s split-week 
policy. First half of last week had 
an all-colored show. 

Bill is not big-time by any means. 
There is, however, enough strength 
to attract middle-class patrons to 
whom house caters. Films are still 


lightweight, consequently leaving 
much of load on stage fare. 
Bill Miller, booker, inaugurated 


new policy of 10 tuxedoed bandsmen 
and elevated them from pit to stage. 
Formerly a _ half dozen mediocre 
cleffers held forth and accomped the 
anemic show. Current lineup has 
moderate name appeal. 

Ted Eddy, who maestroed at the 
old N. Y. Coliseum for 10 years, 
opens activities with a windy intro 
of himself and crew, during which 
members do vocal and instrumental 
solos. He's given a little latitude to 
build himself up and get acquainted. 
Larry Wile, m.c., uses every stock 
Broadway curb gag and bit of biz 
between the acts. Some of it is funny 
and a lot of it dirty, too much so for 
family spot. Last in vaude with 
team of Worth, Wile and Howe, 
m.c.’ing is seemingly new to him, 
and while able, he’s inclined to go 
overboard. Orchestra, in later spot, 
gets itself across and should improve. 
Band members’ vocals, however, are 
ns.g. Lighting likewise needed im- 
provement, spotter keeping whole 
stage lit up at all times and not 
spotting individuality. 

Wile gets off his first routine pre- 
ceding ice breaker, Oriental Trio 
(New Acts), fast, barrel balancing 
by Chinese male duo with gal only 





months’ suspended sentence in Town 


were charged with breaking 
into a summer hor. and removing 
$3,000 worth of furnishings. 

RKO-Proctor 58th street celebrated 
its 10th anniversary last week. Refers 
only to the new theatre, which re- 
placed the old structure built in 1895. 

Musical enthusiasts in Union, N. J., 
gathered Wednesday at Union High 
School to hear Amri_ Galli-Campi, 
new Met Op. chirper. Presently told 
there were no lights and directed to 
Washington School. No lights there, 
either, so to Franklin School, where 
the now drenched crowd heard the 
diva. 

N. J. Alcoholic Beverage Control 
has refused a permit to a cafe which 
proposed to run a gambling casino 
with stage money only. Fears some 
patrons might use real coin and 
branded scheme in its more innocent 
phase to be ‘a prep school for Monte 
Carlo.’ 

Annie Elms, 99, who used to dance 
in the musical productions at Tony 
Pastor’s, taken to Bellevue last week 
suffering from amnesia and exposure. 
Remembered her name, but not her 
address. Located at the Coolidge, 
where the clerk said he urged her 
not to go out in the rain. 

N. J. Licensed Beverage Assn. asks 
Alcohol board to crack down on all 
places using hostesses. Aimed at At- 
lantic City. 

Paris dress models seized by the 
customs from Marcel Rochas, Inc., 
auctioned at the Federal building, 
N. Y., Friday. Brought $8,000, but 
worth much more originally. Much 
handling cut down values. 

Estate of late Thomas Wolfe, nov- 
elist, set at less than $5,000 in report 
to surrogate’s court. 

Hotels and restaurants in the 
vicinity of the St. James theatre 
planning special dinners for the au- 
diences at the full length ‘Hamlet’ 
who get 40 minutes out for eats. 
Most require advance bookings in 
order to properly cater. 

Frank Novak plans to use 13 
ocarinas when his band comes to the 
Biltmore. Not a plug for the Yam 
in ‘Carefree.’ 

Howard, Fine and Howard have 
notified Paul Garner, Sam Wolf and 
Richard Hakins to discontinue billing 
themselves as Ted Healey’s stooges. 
Latter worked with the late come- 
dian in Broadway shows. 

George Abbott host to 24 guests of 
the Percy Williams home at the 
matinee of ‘What a Life’ last Satur- 
day. Reception on the stage after- 
ward. 

‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ company 
moved from Hartford to Boston by 
truck after giving a performance 


with makeshift lighting effects owing 
to the flood. 

Ely Culbertson has written a who. 
dunit which Robert Milton may pro. 
duce. Has a bridge angle. 

Display of Walt Disney drawings 
at the Westchester Community 
Center tomorrow (Tuesday) in con. 
nection with opening of classes in 
the Workshop. 

Pittsfield police searching for 
Aurelio Giorni, N. Y. pianist, whose 
billfold was found on the bank of 
the river. Head of the piano dept, 
N. Y. College of Music and known ag 
a composer. 

Olga Baclanova suing Nicholas 
Soussanin for divorce in Phila. Had 
established residence there. 

Josef Casimir Hoffman, resigned 
his position as director of the Curtis 
Institute of Music in Phliadelphia, 
Monday (26). 

Edward Johnson, N. Y. Met. Opera 
g. m., returned from a European tour 
to announce nlans for the forthcom- 
ing opera season, 

Long Island parks suffered dam- 
age to the extent of $500,000, it was 
estimated by Park Commissioner 
Moses, 





Coast 





Patrick Carlyle, screen director, 
was sued for divorce in L.A. 


John Riehards and Marty Faust, 
bit players at Universal, were in- 
jured in a storm sequence during 
the filming of ‘The Storm.” Richards 
suffered a broken leg and Faust a 
dislocated shoulder. 


Norman Hall, film and _ fiction 
writer, was sued for separate main- 
tenance in L.A. 


Bing Crosby and Albert Johnson, 
his horse trainer, were sued in L.A, 
for $28,441 by Mrs. Carmen Schootz, 
injured in collision with a car driven 
by Johnson. She claims he was on 
business for Crosby. 

Mildren Ann Deusern, film dancer, 
filed suit for divorce from Ray 
Deusern, L.A. theatre manager. — 

Income tax liens were filed in 
L. A. against B. P. Schulberg, for 
$9,741: Zoe Akins, $8.269; Stepin 
Fetchit, $3,615: Henry Lehrman, $823; 
Helen Mack, $444, and Benny Rubin, 
$251. 

Glenn Morris, film player and for- 
mer Olympic champion, told L. A, 
court he was broke and could not 
pay Charlotte Morris the $700 month- 
ly temporary alimony she demanded. 
Court upheld his plea. 

Bill Robinson, Negro tap dancer 
and film player, arrested on a charge 
of assault with a deadly weapon, was 
released on his own recognizance 
pending action by the grand jury. 
Paul Moffet, college football player, 
claimed Robinson struck him on the 
head with a pistol in a traffic argu- 
ment. Robinson claimed self-defense. 





for background and manual as- 
sistance. Do their share to speed 
sendoff but unfortunately are fol- 
lowed by Wile, who goes into a tele- 
phone monolog. He gets laughs in 
spots especially when doing takeoff 
on Red Skelton’s famous doughtnut- 
eating routine. 

Smooth Ted Lester (New Acts), in 
second rung, is new in theatres, hav- 
ing confined novelty musical act 
mostly to niteries, but he should go 
a long way in houses. Act goes over 
well here. 

Fifi D’Orsay, in third stanza, tickles 
the males with her naughtiness. 
This also might have been cut a 
little, in what is otherwise a deftly- 
paced show, but, nevertheless, she 
peps the show with her songs and 
spirit. 

Standards Ross and Edwards hold 
up the fourth spot as naturals for 
this patronage. Their ‘Honeymoon 
Is Over’ novelty song is right in the 
groove. Nothing offensive in their 
material but plenty that goes straight 
home to solid married class. Finale, 
with their customary limey word- 
play, requires encores. 


Eight Jitterbugs, shag and apple 
dancers, give the show necessary 
speed for closing but that’s about 
all they give, being monotonously 
similar to many others of the same 
type. 

Nick Kenny, Peggy Taylor, Paul 
Robinson’s harmonica gang and 
Rodney and Gould on the second 
half. Hurl. 





Going Arty 

Kansas City, Sept. 27. 
Something different in the way of 
lectures is being tried out here this 
fall with a Hollywood series to be 
presented in the Muny Auditorium 
Music Hall under George Goldman. 
Sylvia, dietician, opens the lectures 
Oct. 19, with Buddy Westmore, Par 
makeup expert, in Nov. 14 and 
Travis Banton, designer for Par and 
Selznick, to close the series Nov. 30. 





Bev. Hills, Ky., Nitery  - 
Goes Heavy for Names 


Beverly Hills Country Club, New- 
port, Ky., will go in for names heav- 
ily during season. Ingalls and Da- 
vies, bookers, have already lined up 
several headliners. 


Current is Belle Baker. Joe E. 
Lewis and Terry Lawlor go in Sept. 
30; Cross and Dunn and George Jes- 
sel, Oct. 14; Ozzie Nelson-Harriet 
Hilliard, Oct. 28, with Bert Wheeler 
and Ted Lewis following. 








MARRIAGES 


Gladys Weiland to Walter J. Woz- 
nack, in Pittsburgh, Sept. 22. He's 
assistant manager of New Oakland 
theatre, Pittsburgh. 


June Kuhn to Bob Crosby, in Spo¢ 
kane, Sept. 22. He’s a band leader 
and brother of Bing Crosby. 


Mary Frances Rucker to Francisco 
Alonso, in Los Angeles, Sept. 17. Hes 
assistant director at Paramount, 


Ruth Bacheller to John McGeehan, 
in Seattle, Sept. 21. He's RKO’s 
northwest publicity rep. 

Margaret Jungck to Ray Cox, im 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., Sept. 4. He’s p.4 
for WMT, Cedar Rapids. 

Rosella Towne to James Lathrop, 
in Riverside, Cal., Sept. 14. Bride is 
Warner player, ; 

Anne Robinson to Paul MacWil- 
liams, in Hollywood, Sept. 24. Bride 
is stand-in for Olivia de Havilland. 

Margaret Haase to Charles Seeley, 
in Hollywood, Sept. 23, He’s in Me- 
tro’s production department. 

Edith Hellman to Paul Schweglert, 
Sept. 24, in Hollywood. He’s with 
Tay Garnett Productions; she of the 
Hellman banking family. 
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ijsion as to what action to take 
— shutdown, .in event of hos- 
{ilities. 

Around 80% of the people en- 
goged in picture-making in London 
are said to be in the British Army 
or Naval Reserve, and would be 
subject to call. In that event only 
propaganda pictures would be turned 


out. 

Alexander Korda has kept in 
touch with London by transatlantic 
phone and is preparing to leave this 
week to return home. Likely that 
he would transfer his production 

ase to Hollywood to meet his 
United Artists commitment, in event 
of war. 

Jack Warner is planning to go 
abroad after all, regardless of the 
gravity of the situation, and if Ger- 
many marches, WB would close 
down company operations almost en- 
tirely abroad and return here with 
American members of its staff. 

About 200 Hollywood film work- 
ers now in London would return to 
America should sabre-rattling bring 
on conflict. 

Newsreel staffs being  trebled 
abroad to be ready should war break 
and keep neutral countries supplied 
with reels of military march and 
crawing of battle lines, 


East Also Cress-Checking 


The effect on picture company in- 
come is a general war breaks out in 
Europe was being studied carefully 
this week by film executives both 
from the long-range and current 
viewpoint. 

Continued warfare conceivably 
would wash up production in coun- 
tries participating, excepting for a 
few patriotic films. Not only would 
coin be lacking for producing, but 
studios would be depleted by em- 
ployes in war service. 

There is no comparison between 
today and 1914, when the world war 
broke out, because American prod- 
uct was just beginning to appear in 
the world market. Doubtful if U. S. 
companies obtained more than 12- 
15% of their total revenue from 
countries outside America during 
the world conflict. Italian and 
French pictures (silent) then were 
active in the world mart. 


U. S. companies did not have dis- 
tribution setups in foreign countries 
then, but sold films outright to for- 
eign distributors. Paramount, which 
pioneered in the foreign field, sent 
J. C, Graham to London to estab- 
lish its first office outside America 
in 1919, 


All newsreels in France have been 
forbidden to show any material on 
the Czech-German land dispute and 
subsequent war crisis because of the 
controversial nature of subject, ac- 
cording to word received in N. Y. by 
newsreels. ‘March of Time’ release 
which contained Czechoslovakian sit- 
uation, with its ‘Prelude to Conquest’ 
subject, was banned the previous 
week. Paramount issue, which caught 
one speaker attacking the British 
fovernment’s stand in the present 
controversy, pulled out this contro- 
—— subject for showing in Eng- 
and. 

Peculiar part of the ban in France, 
as far as U. S. reels are concerned, is 
that most of reels had to depend 
largely on library clips to make up 
the yarn on the Czech situation. 
Later releases may have more lively 
material, but newsreels have been 
disappointed over the material com- 
ing in from Europe on war crisis 
thus far. Newsreel editors claim they 
haven't been able to get more lively 
footage out of countries involved. 

General European war would crip- 
Ple foreign distributors in America, 
distribs in New York claim. 

Continuation of present tension 
much longer also is likely to cripple 
Plans for film production in Europe. 
Recent reports from Paris indicate 
that it is becoming more difficult 
daily to obtain sufficient funds with 
Which to launch new production in 
France with the pinch on capital also 
being felt elsewhere on the Conti- 
nent. | 

Setup in France today is such that | 
most backers have to wait 18 months | 
before they get loans repaid on film | 
Production. And extremely few are) 
Willing to risk money over that | 
beriod as conditions become more. 
unsettled daily. 

Fluctuation of rates of exchange in| 





Britain interests, but even they have 
largely quit advancing coin with the 
continued decline in the frane. 

Acts Debate Return 

Though act traffic to Europe is 
pretty light anyway, acts are not 
very anxious to go abroad because 
of war scares. Those already in 
England are hesitant about routing 
to the Continent. 

Fact that the U. S. Government 
has instructed all legations to evac- 
uate Americans will stymie bookings 
anyway. Only established business 
men and those repping Uncle Sam 
remain. Sailings to Europe have 
dropped markedly during past two 
weeks. 

Dick Henry of William Morris of- 
fice, New York, states that there are 
about 150 American acts playing in 
England, and that while nearly all 
are a little afraid, they do not want 
to return home, being more sure of 
work there. Henry just returned 
from Europe where he was lining up 
possible dates for American acts next 
spring—he hopes. 


War Scares British Show Biz 
London, Sept. 27. 


War scare has thrown a bombshell 
into all lines of industry with the 
show business seriously affected. 
Americans here are panicky and are 
besieging steamship offices for re- 
turn accomodations but no transpor- 
tation is available in American boats 
until the end of October. They can’t 
get bookings in English boats until 
the middle of next month. 

Several shows appear to be on the 
verge of closing and previously an- 
nounced productions are postponing 
preparations, awaiting more definite 
conditions. 

First year of the World War found 
show business in disastrous straits. 
Then it boomed. 

All show people of military age 
have been notified to stand by for 
the emergency. Film work has been 
suspended. Alexander Korda pro- 
duction, ‘Four Feathers,’ budgeted at 
$1,000,000 and due for location work 
in Egypt involving 200 actors and 
full equipment, has been indefinitely 
postponed. 

All motion picture companies have 
been notified to remove their film 
stock from Wardour Street to avoid 
possible conflagration in case of 
bombing. James Barton, due at Cafe 
de Paris Oct. 24 for a month, and 
doubling into Coliseum, cabled Ma- 
rius Poulsen asking for postpone- 
ment of engagement. Buster Shaver 
and midgets, George and Olive, Will 
and Gladys Ahearn, Gene Sheldon 
and Loretta Fischer, Dave and Dor- 
othy Fitzgibbon and two French acts 
have cancelled two months work at 
the Scala, Berlin, where they were 
due to open Oct. 1. 

Ed Forde and Whitey, and Cardini, 
constituting remainder of program 
now are in Germany, are trying to 
cancel. 

Jack Waller’s production, ‘Bobby 
Get Your Gun,’ scheduled for the 
Adelphia, Sept. 27, has been post- 
poned to Oct. 7. 





Vienna—B. H. 
Minneapolis, Sept. 27. 
Reflecting the increasing feeling 

against the German fuehrer, news- 
paper ads for ‘Charm of La Bo- 
heme’ at W. A. Steffes’ sure-seater 
World theatre have been carrying a 
line: ‘Made in Vienna—Before Hit- 
ler.’ 





Mobilization im France 
Paris, Sept. 27. 
French picture production is being 
considerably slowed as a result of 
the mobilizations. ‘Three Waltzes,’ 
which Ludwig Berger was making, 


| had to suspend entirely, as Pierre 
| Fresnay, one of its stars, mobilized. 


Similar effect on all branches of 
the theatre here. 





First film based on current events 
is Edward Small's ‘Maginot Line,’ by 
George Bruce, a World War vet, who 
knows the sector. It goes into im- 
mediate production. 


—— 


Sells Circus Stuff 
Milwaukee, Sept. 27. 
Some of the equipment of the 
Sells-Sterling circus was sold at 
auction at Sheboygan. 


CIRCUS ROUTES 


Week of October 2 
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COURT ORDER HOLDS 
H-W CIRCUS IN CAL, 


Los Angeles, Sept. 27. 
Temporary injunction to prevent 
the Hagenbeck-Wallace circus from 
leaving California was granted in 
Superior Court. 


Suit was filed by the Baker-Lock- 
wood Manufacturing Co., which holds 
a judgment against the show. 


) CARNIVALS 
SIGN WITH AFA 


Chicago, Sept. 27. 
After more than two years of 
negotiations with the carnivals to 
obtain rights for collective bargain- 
ing, the American Federation of 
Actors has finally cracked the field 
with its current campaign. Five top 














carnivals have signatured with the 
AFA on an agreement for collective 
dickering for the performers. 
Carnivals which have monikered 
this agreement are Rubin & Cherry, | 
Royal American, Johnny J. Jones, | 
Farley & Little, Beckmann & Gerety. 
These agreements were negotiated 
by Paul Sander, newly appointed | 
carnival contact for the AFA. 


Hennies Bros. carnival is on the | 
opposite side of the fence and has | 
walked out on negotiations with the 
AFA. Follewing this walkout the 
AFA set immediate plans for the 
picketing of the Hennies trick down 
in Knoxville, Tenn. Handling the 
Knoxville assignment is Jack Mills, 
who has many years’ experience in 
the outdoors field and knows all the 
twists and angles of the biz. 


HURRICANE HAMPERS 
MINEOLA (N. Y.) FAIR 


Mineola, N. Y., Sept. 27. 
Attendance at the annual Mineola 
Fair Sept. 20-24 was hampered by 











rain and hurricane, but not seriously 
enough to restrain fair officials from 
announcing that results were suffi- 
ciently cheerful to hold the fair 
again next year, even though the 
present fair grounds have been sold 
to Nassau County. 

Rain and wind such as Nassau 
hasn't known at any time previous 
in its history, handicapped atten- 
dance the first two days. Trouble 
with the electrical system jumbled 
things for three nights. 

Friday, the fourth day of the fair, 
was one of the best in 12 years, with 
patrons who were held back earlier, 
by the storm, crowding the grounds. 

It was believed previously that 
this year’s fair would be the last, 
due to dismemberment of the fair 
grounds by sale. 

Officials of the fair announced, 
however, that nearby land has been 
acquired for next year’s event. The 
Mineola event is close to a century 
old, and many Long Island families 
boast three generations that have at- 
tended it. 


Winter Work for Malloy 


Canton, O., Sept. 27. 

J. R. Malloy Circus, which has 
been playing here through Pennsy]- 
vania the past summer, and now 
winding up some Ohio fairs, will 
winter here, according to owner- 
manager Malloy. Secured suitable 
buildings here to house the euip- 
ment and stock for the winter sea- 
son, Malloy said. 

After playing the Delaware, O., 
fair the circus will return here late 
this month, says Malloy, who said 
he planned to book the unit at 








may play a few theatre dates in the 
territory. He also is negotiating 
with a Pittsburgh department store 
for a six weeks’ .oliday engagement 
for his trained st-ck and several 
acts. 





On Its Way Out 


Rochester, N. Y., Sept. 27. 

Another flopperoo of the Rochester 
Exposition is trailed by rumors the 
city is becoming tired of angeling the 
show at a cost of some $150,000 a 
year. 

City provides the grounds and 
buildings free for the Rochester Ex- 





report on profit or loss figures. 


Football 





By Nat 


Out on a greater limb this week. 
There are 27 outstanding games this 
Saturday and most of them are toss- 
ups. Washington, defeated last week 
by Minnesota, and potential Rose 
Bowlers this season, will be interest- 
ing to watch in its game with a 
strong Idaho team in Seattle, to as- 
certain whether it’s snapped out of 
its first-game lethargy. Same holds 
true of Louisiana State in its contest 
with Texas. 

Arizona-S. M. U. 

Both are stronger this year, but 
S.M.U. looks to come through with a 
close one on its passing. 

Arkansas-T. C. U. 

T.C.U. looked impressive in turning | 
back Centenary last week; so did 
Arkansas in its defeat of Oklahoma 
A. & M. But the former is the fa- | 
vorite this week on Davy O’Brien’s | 
aerials. 





Auburn-Tulane | 
This season’s improved Green Wave 


i; most 


Kahn 


eran team, unbeaten last year, but 
Penn, with a new coach and sys- 
tem, is tagged to upset the streak 
in a close, low-scoring game. 
Louisiana State-Texas 


Picked as one of the south’s best 
teams this season, State’s power 
should assert itself this week against 
Texas. 

Marquette-Wisconsin 

Wisconsin, picked as one of the 
improved teams in the Big 
Ten this year, looks good enough to 
take Marquette. 

Maryland-Penn State 

Penn State is coming along and 

gets the vote in this one. 
Michigan State-Michigan 

Both are improved over last sea- 
son but State, more consistent of re- 
cent years, is the favorite. 

Nebraska-Minnesota 

This might very well be the upset 

of the day, as it was last year when 











a 
Probable Football Winners 
And Proper Odds 
(October 1) 
By NAT KAHN 

GAMES W:NNERS ODDS 
PARA, is. le ks beh acs ealvecees OS 8. | ES ey PT Em 6/5 
Arkansas—Texas Christian ........ ee ae Wiel Bae ded ae Fakes cee 7/5 
Sea so bk ck hsb acec eedws Eo ES OP car rn serge ee Even 
ENS Gn Ms is US. 5 ws 0oe Os  veslak aebautan saved’ 8/5 
Brown—Harvard ..............s65. BEE bt ace ca vevedeaeexs 7/5 
California—Washington State ..... NN 65s 5 gideecke venous 9/5 
Clemson—Tennessee .............+. ND hake 0300505 048 bo Even 
Celgate—Cornell ...... essceene 1G EE WS eces Desc seenechtees 8/5 
Colorado—Missouri ...............- Pee ae ee ey 8/5 
Columbia—Yale ............. 0 eu cA ec anbewes ocbees eu: ae 
Florida—Mississippi State ......... I ok kb nite we os ca cuedeves 5/6 
Idaho—Washington ..............-. OND 2 i vc bee stiveesse's 6/5 
Lafayette—Pennsylvania ....... ps ck Vedns eos 2bbes a¥ew hess Even 
La. State—Texas ......... 08-0 ow eea Bs HDD oc vain U5 Osc bbweee 8/5 
Marquette—Wisconsin ....... eireause Wisconsin ..... Pe ey a1) Soap 9/5 
Maryland—Penn State ............. Pe BOOOe- vaedoves eveidewes 6/5 
Michigan State—Michigan ........ OE aceon deh bawdies Even 
Nebraska—Minnesota ............. ME, ~.. s .sd 0s estas dbodes 8/5 
N. Carelima—N. Carolina State....North Carebina ............. 7/5 
Kansas State—Northwestern ...... Northwestern ..............- 7/5 
Kansas—Notre Dame .............. Pee. Do kp cenchonuesae a Even 
Indiana—Ohio State ............... ane Ge nk i's vec ctav ese ets 8/5 
Oklahema—Rice ..............: SE. EOE TP Nee 8/5 
DA ear ONORO . ccc cccecovctoes QURGOM «644606 oe indctivadeden 5/7 
Oregon State-U. S. C. ....... oeseee > aera ea Peg 7/5 
Pittsburgh—Temple .......... 0b sd Cavétecesseaas pebdenwe 3/1 
Santa Clara—Stanford ............ PE SLs ck hoes whe Cen ees Even 

(Predictions Based on Fair Weather) 











didn’t show its full power last week 
in losing to Clemson. It should come 
through in this one. 
Baylor-Oklahoma A. & M. 

Baylor is strengthened over last 
year, particularly in the passing de- 
partment, and should topple the Ok- 
lahomans by a couple of touchdowns. 

Brown-Harvard 

Both are untried so far this season. 
but, while the Johnnies should miss 
their star of last season, Vernon 
Struck, they are set to hurdle the 
Bears with a couple of touchdowns 
to spare. 

Califeornia-Washington State 

California flashed plenty of power 
in that second half against St. Mary’s 
last week for a close victory, and 
should come through likewise in this 
one. 

Clemson-Tennessee 

Clemson, with a veteran team, dis- 
played surprising drive in upsetting 
Tulane 13-10 last Saturday. They’re. 
pointing for Tennessee, but the latter 
look a shade better. 

Colgate-Cornell 

This will test the big Red team 
that’s been touted for eastern honors, 
However it’s still Cornell by a 
couple of touchdowns. 

Colorado-Misscuri 

Colorado has lost Whizzer White, 

and can only call upon a Jot of guys 





nearby towns during the winter, and | 


/position Association which makes no | 


named Joe. It’s Missouri. 
Columbia-Yale 

Yale has a strong line that will 
|probably stop Columbia’s running 
attack. But can it stop Sid Luck- 
man’s passing? Weakened, too, by 
depletion of backfield of last sea- 
son, including All-American Clint 
Frank, the Elis will be on the short- 
end of the score. 

Florida-Mississippi State 

Florida is climbing and should 
reverse last year’s close defeat at 
the hands of State. 

Idaho-Washington 

Idaho has plenty of 
tough nut for Washington's chas- 
tened team. But it might really 
|show of what stuff those Huskies 
jare made. It’s going to be close, 
| but a shade to Wash. 

Lafayette-Pennsylvania 

Lafayette comes up with a vet- 





power, a) 


the Nebraskans topped the Gophers. 
A Nebraska soph team, however, 
doesn’t look formidable enough 
against Bernie Bierman’s tried foot- 
ballers. 

Oregon State-U. S. C. 


The Tarheels are slated for the 
Southeast Conference title this sea- 
son and should repeat last season’s 
defeat of State. 


Kansas State-Northwestern 


Northwestern is picked as the 
Big Ten’s dark horse, insiders admit 
Lynn Waldorf is due for a good sea- 
son. Pick Northwestern. 


Kansas-Notre Dame 


The Kansans displayed plenty of 
power in toppling Texas, 19-18, last 
week and may do the trick also to 
;an untried Irish team, that’s con- 
siderably weaker in the forward 
wall this year. Elmer Layden gets 
the wreath, though. 

Indiana-Ohio State 

Indiana is a good test for the 
Buckeyes in their initialer but the 
latter should emerge with several 
touchdowns to spare. 


Oklahoma-Rice 

This might very well be the best 
game in the country but with Ernie 
| Lain pitching strikes and Ollie Cor- 
| dill snaring them and slashing the 
|tackles for Rice, the Southwest's 
| outstanding team should garner the 
laurels. 
U. C. L. A.-Oregon 

On its performance of last week 
in defeating Iowa, U. C. L. A. should 
,be favored. But Oregon didn't 
| show itself to be any slouch in turn- 
ing back Washington State. Oregon 
_ will sneak through. 
| No. Carelina-No. Caroline State 
| The Trojans shoulé snap out of 
| last week’s doldrums, when it lost 
| to Alabama, and slap down what is 
| only a fair Oregon State eleven. 


Pittsburgh-Temple 





Yes. 
Santa Clara-Stanford 
This should be a humdinger. 


Clara was unbeaten last year but it 
| should be slightly weaker this sea- 
son. Stanford’s flashy backs might 
turn the trick but it isn’t likely. 
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VARIETY 


Think what it will 
mean when you tell 
the Biggest Ready 
Reader-Audience 


since ‘Adverse’ and 
‘Robin Hood’ that 


ERROL 


Hynn 


and 


Davis 


Are Together! 


DICK FORAN . 


Wednesday, September 28, 1938 


ages of new 


hit-show history 
are written here! 


First, a best-seller record-setter. Now as great 
a love drama as the screen has yet offered wn 
That’s the way WARNER BROS. filmed it! 


.Warner Bros’ 


ANITA LOUISE - IAN HUNTER . 
BEULAH BONDI - JANE BRYAN - ALAN HALE 


HENRY TRAVERS + PATRIC KNOWLES 
Nay -Nat-hae) (ste Mah avz-1 "4 Production 


Screen Play by Milton Krims « Mu « 


DONALD CRISP 


”, 





